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D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
H isto rica l n o te s  fro m  B ig  B u tte  H isto rica l S o c ie ty  

R eco llec tio n s  o f  C h arleen  B ro w n

R E M E M B E R  W H E N ?

O n  th e  co rn e r  ac ro ss  th e  s tree t fro m  th e  E lem en ta ry  S ch o o l w as  a  ch u rch  k n o w n  as  “ th e  little  B ro w n  

C h u rch .” T o d ay  it h as  b een  rem o d e led  b eau tifu lly  b u t b ack  th en , it w as  a  little , d a rk  b ro w n  b u ild in g , 

tr im m ed  in  w h ite . T h e  m ain  b u ild in g  w as  a  sm a ll ch ap e l th a t sea ted  5 0  o r  so  p eo p le . A s  y o u  faced  th e  fro n t  

o f  th e  ch ap e l, th e re  w ere  3  o r  4  s tep s  u p  to  a  ra ised  p la tfo rm  fo r  th e  p u lp it an d  in  th e  b ack  w all, a  d o o r led  to  

sev e ra l sm a ll ro o m s  u sed  fo r S u n d ay  S ch o o l c la sse s . T h is  w as  th e  o n ly  ch u rch  in  to w n  a t th a t tim e  an d  w e  

d id n ’t h av e  a  m in is te r  so  o n ly  S u n d ay  S ch o o l w as  h e ld . T h e  ch u rch  h ad  a  b e ll to w er  an d  ev e ry  S u n d ay  

m o rn in g  th e  b e ll w o u ld  an n o u n ce  th e  s ta rt o f  S u n d ay  S ch o o l. T h is  ch u rch  w as  th e  cen te r  o f  m an y  sp ec ia l 

ce rem o n ies  in c lu d in g  h ig h  sch o o l B acca lau rea te , w ed d in g s an d  fu n e ra ls .

T h e  b u sin ess d is tric t o n  th e  n o rth  an d  w est s id es  o f  th e  p a rk  u n d e rw en t a  m ajo r  ch an g e  w h en  th e  

w o o d en  s id ew a lk s  w ere  rep laced  w ith  co n c re te . S o m e  w ill reca ll th a t o n  th e  co rn e r  w h ere  th e  P o st O ffice  is  

n o w , W alk e r’s  s to re  an d  se rv ice  s ta tio n  w as  lo ca ted . A  seco n d  s ta tio n  o ccu p ied  th e  co m er  ju s t  ac ro ss  th e  

s tree t w h ere  it is  to d ay . T h e  W h istle  S to p  w as  a  v acan t b u ild in g  th a t  h ad  b een  a  s to re  in  ea rlie r  d ay s  b u t in  

th e  la te  4 0 ’s  an d  ea rly  5 0 ’s  it w as  o n ly  u sed  fo r  m o v ies  o n ce  a  w eek  o r  so . T h is  w as  b ig  en te rta in m en t  an d  

w ell a tten d ed  b y  b o th  ch ild ren  an d  ad u lts . W e  sa t o n  w o o d en  b en ch es  an d  m u n ch ed  h o m em ad e  p o p co rn .

T w o  v acan t lo ts  s to o d  b e tw een  th a t  b u ild in g  an d  th e  B u tte  F a lls  G en era l S to re . O v er  th e  y ea rs , th e  

o w n ers  h av e  b u ilt ad d itio n s  o n to  b o th  b u ild in g s  so  th a t  to d ay  th ey  a lm o st to u ch  each  o th e r. T h ere  w as  

an o th e r  v acan t  s to re  w h ere  th e  C ity  H all is  n o w . I t w as  u sed  fo r  th e  A ssem b ly  o f  G o d  C h u rch  u n til th e  n ew  

ch u rch  w as  co m p le ted  o n  th e  co rn e r. A fter  th e  ch u rch  m o v ed , th e  b u ild in g  w as  u sed  fo r  g ro up  ac tiv itie s  su ch  

as  d an ces o r  p a rties . W e  h ad  a  “ te en  c lu b ”  th a t u sed  it freq u en tly . C o n tin u in g  eas t, a  sm a ll h o u se  s to o d  o n  

th e  lo t th a t  is  n o w  o ccu p ied  b y  th e  F ire  H all. T h e  B u tte  F a lls  C afe  lo o k ed  m u ch  th e  sam e  o n  th e  o u ts ide  w ith  

th e  ex cep tio n  o f  th e  ad d itio n  o f  th e  ram p  an d  n ew  p a in t. N ex t to  th e  C afe , an  ap a rtm en t co m p lex  w as  ad d ed  

to  th e  o ld  B an k  b u ild in g .

O n  th e  w est s id e  o f  th e  p a rk , n ex t  to  th e  se rv ice  s ta tion  w as  a  s to re  th a t  h as  b een  rep laced  b y  th e  

sa te llite  b u ild in g . T h en  cam e  S to d d a rd ’s  H ard w are  S to re /P os t O ffice  w h ich  is  n o w  th e  B u tte  F a lls  L o u n g e . 

T h e  re s t o f  th a t  b u ild in g  co m p lex  h o u sed  a  h o te l, b a rb ersh o p  an d  tav e rn . C o n tin u in g  so u th  a lo n g  F ir  

A v en u e , th e re  w ere  v acan t lo ts  an d  th en  an o th e r  C afe , k n o w n  as  “S co ttie s” . T h ere  w ere  o n ly  v acan t lo ts  

f illed  w ith  w eed s  w h ere  th e  lib ra ry  an d  cab o o se  a re  lo ca ted  b u t  ac ro ss  th e  s tree t, th e  h ig h  sch o o l  lo o k ed  

m u ch  as  it d o es  to d ay .

O n  th e  eas t s id e  o f  th e  p a rk , w as  a  ja il an d  a  sm a ll o ffice  b u ild in g  u sed  as  th e  C ity  H all. T h ese  w ere  

b o th  d em o lished  to  b u ild  th e  n ew  C o m m u n ity  H all. A cco rd in g  to  an  a rtic le  in  th e  M ail T rib u n e  in  1 9 6 1 , th e  

C o m m un ity  H all h ad  b een  b u ilt a t p rac tica lly  n o  co s t. L o ca l re s id en ts b o u g h t  a  sm a ll trac t o f  F ed e ra l tim b er. 

T h en  v o lu n tee rs  fe ll th e  tim b er an d  so ld  th e  lo g s  to  M ed co . T h e  p ro fits  w ere  u sed  to  f in an ce  th e  m ate ria ls  

an d  v o lu n tee r  lab o r  b u ilt  th e  b u ild in g . O v er  th e  y ea rs , m an y  d an ces , p o t  lu ck s  an d  b azaa rs  h av e  b een  h e ld  in  

th is  b u ild in g  n o t  to  m en tio n  W ed d in g  recep tio n s , C h ris tm as  v is its  fro m  S an ta  C lau s  an d  a t o n e  tim e, w eek ly  

ro lle r sk a tin g  se ss io n s .


