
M EM B ER SH IP  FO R M  - $5.00 per household

I
ADDRESS 

Send to:EDCBA

PAGE 3

L  

BIG BUTTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. BOX379

Butte Falls, OR 97522

—  JVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
H is to r ic a l  n o te s  f ro m  B ig  B u tte  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  

R e c o lle c t io n s  o f  C h a r le e n  B ro w n

F ro m  t im e  to  t im e , p e o p le  a s k  i f  B u tte  F a lls  h a s  c h a n g e d  m u c h  o v e r  th e  y e a rs . T h e  a n s w e r  is  

y e s  a n d  n o . T h e  g e n e ra l la y -o u t a s  p la t te d  b y  B e rt  H a rr is  in  1 9 0 6  r e m a in s  in ta c t  b u t  m a n y  s u b tle  

c h a n g e s  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  o v e r  th e  y e a rs . T o  i l lu s tra te  th e s e  c h a n g e s , w e  w ill  ta k e  a  lo o k  b a c k  a t  B u tte  

F a lls  in  1 9 4 5 , a s  r e c a l le d  th ro u g h  th e  e y e s  o f  a n  8  y e a r  o ld , e v e n  th o u g h  th e s e  m e m o rie s  m a y  h a v e  

d im m e d  w ith  th e  p a s s in g  y e a rs .

T h e  m a in  e n tra n c e  in to  to w n  h a s  c h a n g e d  o n ly  a  l i t t le . B ro a d  S tre e t  s t i l l c ro s s e s  th e  c a t t le  

g u a rd  b u t  th e  r a i lro a d  t r a c k s , th a t  o n c e  c ro s s e d  a t  w h a t  is  n o w  th e  ro a d  to  th e  s e w e r  p la n t , a re  g o n e .  

T h e re  w a s  a  b ig  b ro w n  h o u s e  o n  th e  r ig h t  a n d  th e n  th e  g ra d e  s c h o o l . T o d a y , th e  h o u s e  is  g o n e  a n d  

th e re  is  a  m o d e m  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l b u ild in g  w h e re  th e  o ld  b u ild in g  s to o d .

B u t, in  1 9 4 5  w h e n  I  e n ro lle d  in  th e  3 rd  g ra d e ,  th e  s c h o o l w a s  a  b e a u tifu l , w h ite , 2 -s to ry  b u ild in g  

w ith  a  b e ll  to w e r . A  w id e  c o n c re te  s id e w a lk  le d  u p  to  a n  im p re s s iv e  e n tra n c e  w ith  b ig  d o u b le  d o o rs  

a n d  lo ts  o f  w in d o w s . W h e n  o n e  e n te re d  th e  b u ild in g  th ro u g h  th o s e  d o u b le  d o o rs , th e re  w a s  a  w id e  

fo y e r . O n  th e  w a ll  a t  o n e  s id e  o f  th e  d o o r  w a s  a  h o o k  th a t  h e ld  th e  ro p e  fo r  th e  s c h o o l b e ll . E v e ry  

m o rn in g , n o o n  a n d  a f te rn o o n  th e  “ ja n i to r”  w o u ld  p u ll  th a t  ro p e  a n d  r in g  th e  b e ll,  s ig n a lin g  th e  s ta r t  o r  

e n d  o f  c la s s e s . C o n tin u in g  o n , th e re  w e re  2  o r  3  s te p s  u p  to  a  w id e , o p e n  la n d in g  w ith  2  d o o rs  o n  th e  

r ig h t  a n d  2  o n  th e  le f t. A lo n g  th e  w a lls  b e tw e e n  th o s e  d o o rs  w e re  c o a t  h o o k s  a n d  b e n c h e s  fo r  s i t t in g  

w h ile  r e m o v in g  b o o ts  o r  m a y b e  a  “ t im e  o u t”  i f  n e c e s s a ry . T h e  c la s s ro o m  fo r  f i rs t  a n d  s e c o n d  g ra d e s  

w a s  o n  th e  r ig h t  a n d  o n  th e  le f t  w a s  th e  c la s s ro o m  fo r  th ird  a n d  fo u r th  g ra d e s . Y e s ,  tw o  g ra d e s  in  o n e  

ro o m . S tra ig h t a h e a d  w a s  a  w id e ,  r a th e r  im p o s in g  s ta ir c a se  th a t  le d  u p  to  a n o th e r  la n d in g  a n d  th e n  o n  

u p  to  th e  s e c o n d  f lo o r . A s  y o u  to p p e d  th e  s ta ir s , th e  c la s s ro o m  fo r  th e  f i f th  a n d  s ix th  g ra d e s  w a s  o n  th e  

r ig h t  a n d  th e  s e v e n th  a n d  e ig h th  g ra d e s  o n  th e  le f t . S o m e w h e re  in  th e  u p p e r  le v e l  w a s  th e  P r in c ip a l’s  

o f f ic e  w h e re  n o n e  o f  u s  e v e r  w a n te d  to  v is i t .

W h e n  y o u  e n te re d  a  c la s s ro o m ,  y o u  w o u ld  f in d  ro w s  o f  d e s k s  w ith  a t ta c h e d  s e a ts  o n  ru n n e rs . 

Y o u r  d e s k  w a s  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  s e a t  in  f ro n t  o f  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s e a t  w a s  th e  f ro n t  o f  th e  d e s k  b e h in d  y o u .  

T h e re  w e re  ro u n d  h o le s  in  th e  u p p e r  r ig h t  c o m e r  o f  th e  d e s k s  c a l le d  in k  w e lls  a n d  m o s t  o f  th e  d e s k s  

h a d  in i tia ls  s c ra tc h e d  in  th e ir  to p s . W h e n  c h o o s in g  a  d e s k ,  o n e  w o u ld  t ry  to  f in d  a  d e s k to p  w ith  th e  

f e w e s t  in i tia ls  b e c a u s e  th is  m a d e  i t  e a s ie r  to  w rite  w ith o u t  te a r in g  y o u r  p a p e r . T h e  ro o m  w a s  d iv id e d  

in  h a lf  w ith  s tu d e n ts  in  o n e  g ra d e  o n  o n e  s id e  a n d  th e  o th e r  g ra d e  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e . T h e re  w e re  b ig  

w in d o w s  o n  tw o  s id e s  o f  th e  ro o m  a n d  lo n g  “ b la c k b o a rd s ”  o n  th e  o th e r  tw o  w a lls . C la s se s  w e re  

g e n e ra lly  ta u g h t  s e p a ra te ly  b u t  w e  w o u ld  o f te n  c o m b in e  fo r  a r i th m e tic  p ra c t ic e  a s  a  w h o le  g ro u p  o r  

h a v e  a r i th m e tic  r a c e s  a t  th o s e  “ b la c k b o a rd s ” .

T h e re  w a s  a  b ig , ro u n d  w o o d  s to v e  in  th e  ro o m  fo r  h e a t  in  th e  w in te r  m o n th s . I t  h a d  a  w id e  

m e ta l b a r r ie r  a ro u n d  i t  to  k e e p  c h ild re n  f ro m  g e ttin g  to o  c lo s e  a n d  b u rn in g  th e m s e lv e s . T h e  f i re s  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  b u il t  e a c h  m o rn in g  b y  th e  “ ja n i to r” . P e rh a p s  th e  s to v e s  w e re  f i lle d  w ith  w o o d  d u r in g  th e  

d a y  to  k e e p  th e m  g o in g  a l th o u g h  I  d o n ’t  r e c a l l e v e r  s e e in g  th a t  d o n e . I t  c o u ld  g e t  v e ry  w a rm  i f  y o u  s a t  

to o  c lo s e  to  th e  s to v e  a n d  r a th e r  c h il ly  i f  y o u  s a t  to o  f a r  a w a y . M o re  to  fo l lo w .
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