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T O W N  O F  B U T T E  FA L LS N O ISE  O R D IN A N C E  #290

(E xcerpts  from  ord inance)

Section  6. N oises Prohibited  - the  fo llow ing  acts are  declared  to  be  per se  vio lations of  th is  ord inance. 

T his  enum eration  does  not constitu te  an  exclusive  list:

A . U nreasonable N oises; T he unreasonable  m aking of, or know ingly  and  unreasonably perm itting  to  

be m ade, any unreasonably loud , boisterous or unusual noise, distu rbance, com m otion  or vibration  in  

any board ing  facility , dw elling , place of  business or other structure, or upon  any  public street, park  or 

other place or build ing . T he ord inary and  usual sounds, noises, com m otion or vibration  inciden tal to  

the  operation  of  these  places w hen  conducted  in  accordance  w ith  the  usual standards of  practice  and  in  

a  m anner w hich  w ill not unreasonably  distu rb the peace and  com fort of  ad jacen t residences or w hich  

w ill not detrim entally affect the operators of ad jacen t places of business are exem pted from  th is  

provision .

B . V ehicle  horns, signaling devices and  sim ilar devices: the  sounding  of  any  horn , signaling  device, 

or other sim ilar device, on  any  au tom obile , m otorcycle , or other vehicle on  any  righ t-of-w ay  or in  any  

public  space of  the  tow n, fo r m ore than 10 consecutive seconds. T he  sounding  of  any  horn , signaling  

device, or  other sim ilar device  as  a danger  w arning  is exem pt from  th is  provision .

C . N on-Em ergency  signaling  devices: sounding  or  perm itting  sounding  any  am plified  signal from  any  

bell, ch im e, siren , w histle  or sim ilar device, in tended  prim arily  fo r non-em ergency  purposes, from  any  

place fo r m ore than  20 consecutive seconds in any hourly period . T he reasonable sounding  of  such  

devices by  houses  of  relig ious  w orsh ip , ice  cream  trucks, seasonal contribution  so lic ito rs or by  the  city  

fo r  traffic  contro l purposes  are  exem pt from  the  operation  of  th is  provision .

D . E m ergency signaling  devices: the  in ten tional sounding  or  perm itting  the  sounding  outdoors of  any  

em ergency signaling device includ ing fire, burglar, civ il defense alarm . S iren , w histle, or sim ilar  

em ergency  device, excep t in  an  em ergency  or  excep t as  provided  in  subsections  (1 ) and  (2 ) below .

(1 ) T esting of  an  em ergency  signaling device shall occur betw een  7:00 am  and  7:00  pm . A ny  testing  

shall use  only  the  m inim um  cycle  test tim e. In  no  case  shall such  test tim e  exceed  five  m inutes.

(2 ) S ounding or perm itting the sounding of any ex terio r burg lar or fire alarm  or any m otor vehicle 

burg lar alarm  shall term inate  w ith in  fifteen  m inutes of  activation  unless an  em ergency  ex ists. If  a  false  

or  acciden tal activation  of  the  alarm  occurs m ore  than  4  tim es  in  a  calendar m onth , the  ow ner or  person  

responsib le  fo r  the  alarm  shall be  in  vio lation  of  th is  ord inance.

E . R adios, televisions, boom boxes, phonographs, stereos, m usical instrum ents and sim ilar 

devices: the use or operation of  a rad io , te lev ision , boom  box , stereo , m usical instrum ent or sim ilar  

device that produces or reproduces sound  in  a  m anner that is plain ly  audib le  to  any  person  other than  

the player(s) or operator(s) of  th is device, and  those w ho are volun tarily listen ing to  the sound , and  

w hich unreasonably distu rbs the peace, quiet and com fort of neighbors and passers-by , or is plain ly  

audib le  at a  distance of  50  feet from  any  person  in  a  com m erical, industria l area  or public  space. T he  

use or operation  of  such  item s that produce  or reproduce sound  in  a  m anner that is plain ly  audib le  to  

any  person  other than  the  player(s) or operator(s) of  the  device, and  those  w ho  are  volun tarily  listen ing  

to the sound , and unreasonably distu rbs the peace, quiet and com fort of  neighbors in  residen tial or 

noise  sensitive areas, includ ing  m ulti-fam ily  or  sing le  fam ily  dw ellings.


