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D ID  Y O U  K N O W ?
H isto rica l n o tes  from  B ig  B u tte  H isto rica l S o c ie ty  

C o m p iled  b y  C h arleen  B ro w n ONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

IS  IT  S N O W Y  B U T T E , B IG  B U T T E , M T . P IT T  O R  M T . M cL O U G H L IN ?

W h at d o  y o u  ca ll th e  9 ,5 0 0  fo o t  p eak  th a t d o m in a tes th e  so u th eas tern  sk y lin e  n ea r  B u tte  

F a lls? S in ce  th e  ea rly  1 8 0 0 ’s  it  h as  b een  k n o w n  b y  v a rio u s  n am es. T o  th e  In d ian s , it w as  

“A lw illam ch ad is .” T o  ea rly  ex p lo re rs  it w as  S n o w y  B u tte  o r  B ig  B u tte . T h e  tw o  m o st 

p ro m in en t p eak s  in  th e  a rea  w ere  ca lled  “S n o w y  B u tte  an d  B lack  B u tte .”  L ate r  “B lack  B u tte”  

b ecam e  k n o w n  as  “R u stle r  P eak”  a fte r  lo ca l ran ch e rs  h ad  tro u b le  w ith  ca ttle  th iev es  an d  “S n o w y  

B u tte ”  b ecam e  k n o w n  as  M t. P itt. T h e  o rig in  o f  th is  n am e  is  in  so m e  d isp u te . S o m e  say  it w as  

n am ed  a fte r W illiam  P itt  w h ile  o th e rs c la im  it  w as  a fte r  th e  P itt R iv er. S till o th e rs  in s is t  th a t  it is  

b ecau se  o f  th e  p it o n  th e  n o rth  s lo p e . B u t  th en , th e re  is  th e  s to ry  th a t a  lam e  m an  b y  th e  n am e  o f  

P itt  w as th e  firs t to  c lim b  th e  m o u n ta in , so  h e  n am ed  it a fte r  h im se lf. W h atev e r th e  so u rce  o f  th is  

n am e , it  w as  id en tified  as  M t. P itt o n  a  C h arle s  P reu ss  m ap  in  1 8 4 3 . T o  ad d  to  th e  co n fu sio n , in  

1 8 3 2  a  H u d so n  B ay  trap p e r, D o n a ld  M cK ay  h ad  n am ed  th e  m o u n ta in , M t. M cL o u g h lin  in  h o n o r  

o f  D r. Jo h n  M cL o u g h lin  w h o  is  a lso  k n o w n  as  th e  “ fa th er  o f  O reg o n .” T h en , in  1 9 0 5 , th e  

L eg is la tu re  o ffic ia lly  n am ed  it  M t. M cL o u g h lin . T o d ay , M t. M cL o u g h lin  is  th e  o ffic ia l n am e  

b u t, to  m o st o f  th e  “o ld  tim ers  an d  lo ca ls”  it  is  an d  a lw ay s  w ill b e  M t. P itt.

E v ery  y ea r  in  la te  M ay  o r  ea rly  Ju n e  a  p h en o m ena  o ccu rs  o n  th e  w est s lo p e  o f  M t. P itt 

th a t h as  g iv en  rise  to  a  leg en d  th a t h as  b een  p assed  d o w n  fro m  th e  In d ian s  th ro u g h  ea rly  se ttle rs  

to  th e  fish erm en  o f  to d ay . A s  w in te r sn o w s  b eg in  to  m elt, th e  ro ck y  rid g es  b eco m e  ex p o sed . A s  

th e  sn o w  co n tin u es  to  m elt, an  em erg in g  w in g  p a ttern  b eco m es  m o re  an d  m o re  v is ib le . T h is  is  

k n o w n  as  th e  ‘an g e l o r  eag le ’ w in g s , d ep en d in g  o n  w h ich  o ld -tim er  is  te llin g  th e  s to ry . T h e  

leg en d  h as  it  th a t; “w h en  th e  w in g s  ap p ea r, it is  tim e  to  d ro p  a  fish in g  lin e  in  an y  m o u n ta in  

s tream  an d  w atch  th e  fish  sw arm  to  th e  h o o k . F ish ing  is  g u aran teed  to  b e  b est in  a ll m o u n ta in  

s tream s  w h en  th e  w in g s  a re  seen  o n  th e  m o u n ta in .”

F arm ers  in  th e  A g ate  D esert c la im ed  to  h av e  seen  M t. P itt e ru p t in  A p ril, 1 9 1 5 . T h ey  

rep o rted  see in g  c lo u d s  o f  sm o k e  an d  s team  co m in g  fro m  th e  p eak  o f  th e  m o u n ta in . B u tte  F a lls  

re s id en ts  w ere  in d ign an t  an d  o n e  re s id en t  w ro te ; “T h is  p eak  is  o n ly  1 6  m iles  fro m  B u tte  F a lls , 

an d  in  p la in  s ig h t. W e  p o sitiv ely  k n o w  it d id  n o t  e ru p t. T h ere  is  a  sm a ll c lo u d  th a t  en c irc le s  it 

an d  lo o k s  v ery  m u ch  lik e  sm o k e , so  th is  is  p ro b ab ly  w h at  th ey  saw .” M an y  tim es  each  y ea r, 

c lo u d s  seem  to  g e t cau g h t o n  th e  to p  o f  th e  m o u n ta in  w h ich  g iv es  th e  ap p ea ran ce  o f  an  e ru p tio n .

T o  lea rn  m o re  ab o u t  o u r  a rea , v is it  th e  M ed co  C ab o o se  M u seu m , lo ca ted  n ex t to  th e  

P u b lic  L ib ra ry  an d  th e  E .W . S m ith /B ill E d m o n d so n  M u seu m  a t  4 3 2  P in e  S tree t. M u seu m  h o u rs  

a re  p o sted  a t each  lo ca tio n . M em b ersh ip  in  th e  B ig  B u tte  H isto rica l S o c ie ty  is  a  fan ta s tic  b arg a in  

a t $ 5 .0 0  p er  y ea r  fo r  fam ily  m em b ersh ip . Y o u r  su p p o rt p rese rv es  o u r  w o n d erfu l p ast fo r  th e  

fu tu re .


