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I be t a  lo t o f  peop le  a re  ask ing : "W hy  shou ld  I  pay  fo ra  handgun  o r  sho tgun  fo r  hom e  de fense  

w hen  I have  m y  dee r  rifle?". W ell, le t's  see . P lease  rem em ber w hen  you r  life  o r  the  lives  o f 

those  you  lo ve  a re  on  the  line  you  be tte r  have  p icked  the  too l you  need  fo r  the  job  s ince  it w ill be  

too  la te  to  change  you r  cho ice . F irs t le t's  cons ide r  pow er. A  squa re  h it w ith  any  hun ting  rifle  

tha t ’s  lega l fo r  dee r  o r  e lk  w ill s top  a  hum an  figh t. S ho tguns  and  m ost  handguns  a re  des igned  fo r 

sho rt  range  and  so  a re  su itab le  fo r  se lf  de fense . H un ting  rifles  and  ve ry  pow erfu l handguns  ove r 

pene tra te , go ing  s tra igh t th rough  the  bad  guy  h itting  innocen ts  dow n  range ...m aybe  across  the  

va lley . If  you  m ust use  a  rifle , p ick  one  o f  m odest  pow er  w ith  hun ting  am m o  to  reduce  ove r 

pene tra tion . , , , .
S a fe ty  and  hand ling . H andguns  can  be  sa fe ly  and  conven ien tly  s to red  righ t w here  needed  in  

a  handy  little  gun  sa fe . B u t, the re  is  no th ing  like  tha t on  the  m arke t fo r  a  loaded  rifle  o r  sho tgun . 

S o , if  k ids  a re  eve r  in  the  house  a  rifle  m ust be  e ithe r un loaded  w ith  am m o  s to red  sepa ra te ly  o r 

have  a  gun  lo ck , so  you  w on 't be  ab le  to  use  it  qu ick ly  as  needed . O r, you  m ust dec ide  if  it  is  

sa fe  to  keep  it  in  ready  cond ition  bu t h igh  up  w here  you  can  ge t a t  it  bu t k ids  can t. If  you r  rifle 's  

sa fe ty  b locks  the  action  from  cham bering  a  round  then  it m igh t he lp  to  keep  the  w eapon  

uncham bered  and  the  sa fe ty  on . H ow ever, no t a ll rifles  do  th is . A lso  a  sa fe ty  tha t lo cks  the  

action  m igh t s low  you  dow n  too  m uch  o r  con fuse  you  w h ile  you  a re  unde r  s tress . M ost hun ting  

rifles  a re  heavy, long , and  s low  to  po in t. M any  have  a  te lescop ic  s igh t tha t  m akes  them  

abso lu te ly  use less  a t ve ry  sho rt  d is tances  you  w ill need  to  de fend  you rse lf  in . B o lt action  

rifles  a re  ve ry  s low . S o , cons ide r  a  sho rt ca rb ine  w ith  open  m eta llic  s igh ts  tha t  you  can  po in t and  

fire  qu ick ly  in  c lose  qua rte rs  and  tha t canno t  be  eas ily  s lapped  o r  g rabbed  aw ay. S em i-au to 's  like  

the  S K S  o r  the  R uger  M in i-14 , A K -47  c lones  and  so -ca lled  "cam p  rifles"  a re  sho rt (18  in ch  

ba rre ls ) and  fas t. S o  is  the  le ve r  action  .30 -30  W incheste r. A nd , ove r  pene tra tion  is  s ligh tly  le ss  

o f  a  p rob lem  than  w ith  m ore  pow erfu l rifles . S urp lus  S K S  ca rb ines  in  7 .62m m X 39m m  a re  

p robab ly  the  cheapest w ay  to  go  a t  abou t $150 .00  new  (cheape r, used ). T he ir  s igh ts  a re  poo r, 

bu t  s till m uch  be tte r  than  te lescop ic  s igh ts . T hey  a re  abou t as  sa fe  and  re liab le  as  any  sem i-au to  

if  you  know  how  to  hand le  them  and  ca re  fo r  them . T he ir  hun ting  am m o  is  c lose  to  the  o ld  .30 -30  

W incheste r  in  pow er, ve loc ity , and  expans ion . C au tion : a  sem i-au tom a tic  ca rb ine  w ith  a  h igh  

ra te  o f  fire  and  a  box  m agaz ine  w ith  m any  rounds  m igh t tem pt  you  to  "S p ray  and  p ray"  w hen  you  

a re  sca red . Y O U  S D U LD  N E V E R  S H O O T  U N LE S S  Y O U  R E A LLY  H A  V E  T O , A N D  IF  Y O U  

R E A LLY  H A  V E  T O  S H O O T, Y O U  M U S T  M A K E  A  T  LE A S T  O N E  S O LID  H IT  IN  T H E  F IR S T  O R  

T H E  S E C O N D  S H O T . F a iling  th is , no  am oun t  o f  lead  you r  gun  can  squ irt w ill save  you . 

C arb ines  a re  se rious  shou lde r  w eapons, no t  h ip  w eapons, no t  toys . Y ou  m ust  p rac tice  qu ick  and  

accu ra te  sho t  p lacem en t from  the  shou lde r. R ap id  fire  w ithou t im m ed ia te  so lid  h its  risks  h itting  

innocen ts  and  is  su ic ida l fo r  you .

S um m ariz ing  p is to ls , rifles  and  sho tguns . W e  a ll have  lives  to  lead  and  bus iness  to  

conduct. N e ithe r  sho tguns  no r  rifles  no r  ca rb ines  can  be  eas ily  ca rried  a round  and  so  you  a re  no t 

like ly  to  have  one  handy  once  you  s tep  ou t  o f  you r  house  and  as  w e  have  seen , they  m ight  no t 

even  be  ve ry  handy  in  you  hom e. T hey  a lso  canno t  doub le  as  concea led  ca rry  w eapons. S o , fo r 

m uch  o f  you r  day  you  w ill be  de fens ive ly  naked . If  you  know  you  a re  abou t to  be  a ttacked , by  a ll 

m eans  have  you r  sho tgun  o r  ca rb ine  a t the  ready  and  if  the re  is  tim e , d ia l 911 . B u t s ince  

crim ina ls  p ick  the  tim e , p lace  and  m anner  o f  a ttack  w ithou t w arn ing , p lease  ge t  som eth ing  tha t 

you  can  keep  w ith  you  a t  a ll tim es, like  a  n ice  new  G LO C K  m ode l 32 , a  good  o ld  M ode l 1911 C o lt 

.45 , o r  a  su itab le  revo lve r. A t  hom e, they  can  res t sa fe ly  in  the  dandy  little  gun  sa fe  and  then  s lip  

in to  pocke t o r  ho ls te r  w hen  you  s tep  ou ts ide . T w o  th ings  w e  a ll know : 1 .) T he  tim e  fo r  these  

dec is ions  is  now ; it ’s  too  la te  once  a  figh t s ta rts ; and , 2 .) any  w eapon  tha t is  in conven ien t  to  use  

o r  to  ca rry , o r  tha t is  unsa fe  to  keep  loaded  and  ready  w ill no t be  a t  hand  w hen  its  needed.

N ext tim e , le t's  ta lk  abou t the  m uch  m ore  d ifficu lt  p rob lem  o f  pe rsona l ra the r  than  hom e  

de fense .
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Easter Sunday, April 19th

£ Breakfast & Serviceis planned for 10:00am 

A: _  in the City Park


