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O K ay, so I d idn 't have  anyth ing fo r the  fron t cover of th is firs t issue of 2005 and  

thought I w ould fill it in th is  w ay. I'll try not to be too gushy or op in ionated . 

I tu rned 45 on N ew  Y ear's 6ve  and  found  tha t th is past C hris tm as I had a  

harder tim e  than usua l, w hich m aybe w asn 't a bad  th ing . The shopp ing , go ing  

here there and everyw here , and activ ities  tha t are part of the  season d idn 't rea lly  

m atte r to m e. Y ou K now the  surface  stu ff tha t com es w ith th is  tim e  of year. Th is  

is w hat I rea lly noticed th is C hris tm as S eason. The people in the  sto res argu ing  

about w hat they "had" to buy fo r so and so and peop le grabb ing  w hatever w as in  

front of them  to g ive  to w hom ever. A nd, the  funny looK I w ould get if I offe red  

the person behind m e in line at C ostco the chance to go ahead of m e s ince they  

had a couple of tired  ch ild ren in the ir shopping cart. The w hole tim e I'm  

th ink ing- th is isn 't w hat th is is suppose to be about.
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I'll adm it, som etim es I looK  around  t^u tte  Fa lls and get very frustra ted .

There seem s to be a lo t of needs around here . S om e are sm all and som e very  

b ig . M ostly , it's because  of w rong  cho ices. S elf in flic ted . Th is can be  fi>ed . 

Y ou can change th ings  fo r the  bette r. There is lo ts of he lp and peop le  tha t care .

A re  you here  fo r your fam ily (o r friends) in need?  

Y ou K now w hat they say on the  TV . com m erc ia l- 

"Fam ily , it's A bout T im e". Let's put our fam ilies firs t in 2005.
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O n C hris tm as m orn ing I to ld m y fam ily tha t I bad som ething  to say to them  

before  w e opened presents. I to ld  them  tha t none of th is other stu ff is im portan t. 

It's our fam ilies tha t count. A nyw ay, I w as te lling m y fam ily w hat they m ean to m e  

and had a hard tim e getting  it out. M y daughter-in -law M arlisa even cried over 

her breaKfast. S he  has a repu tation  fo r "never" cry ing . Y es, it probab ly has  

som eth ing  to do w ith getting  o lder. O ne day I w oK e up and m y eyes w ouldn 't 

focus. It does happen tha t w ay. M y dad d ied w hen I w as on ly 2-3 (se lf-in flic ted).

M y K ids never K new h im . They m issed a lo t. I'm  so thanK ful Tanner has h is  

"P oppy". They are so c lose and D onn ie has been a huge  in fluence on h im  and I'm  

sure , w ill he lp h is M om  and D ad get th rough the  "teen age" years. I'm  so  

thanK fu l tha t w e're here  fo r our K ids and grandK ids.

In church on the  2^ we had a v is ito r, C hris S haw  hom e  from  leave in B aghdad. 

H e's the  son of M iKe  &  R oberta S haw . H e led our w orship  m usic and it w as  

aw esom e! They had to say good-by  the  ne*t m orning  s ince he  had to fly bacK  to  

B aghdad  to fin ish  h is te rm . Y ou th inK  tha t w asn 't hard on them ? Fam ily is  

im portan t.


