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M arch  C itizen  of the  M onthN eal E lhs
J,

O ur C itizen  of  the  M onth  fo r M arch  happens  to  be  som eone  tha t you  do  

no t see  ou t in  the  fron t m uch  anym ore bu t m ore  beh ind  the  scenes do ing  th ings  

tha t doesn ’t g ive  you  m uch  recogn ition ,  ju st peace  of  m ind  and  a  sense  of  w ell­

being . It happens  to  be  N eal E llis , yes the  guy  tha t m anages  the  B utte  F alls  

S erv ice S ta tion . N eal w as bom  and  ra ised  here  in  B utte  F alls. H e  w ent to  schoo l 

here  fo r  tw elve  years and  w hen  he  graduated  from  h igh  schoo l he  m arried  h is  

h igh -schoo l sw eetheart S herry  F inchum  and  they  soon  started  the ir fam ily . T hey  

have  th ree  ch ildren - V eronica  B urg , A ngela  E llis , and  Jason  E llis . T hey  are  the  

proud  grandparen ts  of  th ree .

H is m ain  pro fession  th rough  the  years  w as  w orking  in  the  w oods, m ain ly  

tim ber fa lling . H e  te lls  the  sto ry  abou t how  I fired  h im  one  day  w hile  he  w as  on  

the  job  w orking  fo r  us  (o f  course  it is  no t true , I th ink  he  ju st figu red  

unem ploym en t w ould  bring  in  m ore). W ell, he  d id  love  w ork ing  in  the  ou tdoors. 

B ut, it does get to  the  po in t w here  it is a  very  hard  job  and  you  are  no t ab le  to  

jum p  over  those  lim bs qu ite  as  ag ile  as  you  use  to . So, it becomes time to start 

th ink ing  of  som eth ing  else  to  do  fo r  a  liv ing . He and Sherry bought a  bra  

com pany  (tha t is  bra ’s fo r  cars) and  dash  covers.

T hey  are  know n  as  A ccesso ry  C onnections and  have  qu ite  a  grea t business  

go ing . If  you  need  a  new  bra  th is is the  p lace  to  call. A lso , now adays you  w ill 

find  N eal m anag ing  the  B utte  F alls  S erv ice  S ta tion . H e  does  w hatever  needs  to  

be  done; from  help ing  w ith  book ing  repairs in  the  shop , fix ing  a  fla t, check ing  

over  your  propane  tank  or  filling  your  gas  tank , and  coun ting  the  m oney . O n  a  

good  day  you  can  even  get a  joke  ou t of  h im . H e  and  S herry  are  also  in  charge  of
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the  L aundrom at.

D uring  those  years  and  w hile  the ir  k ids w ere  in  schoo l here , N eal w as  invo lved  w ith  m any  activ ities . S om e  of  them  w ere: serv ing  on  the  tow n  

budget com m ittee, serv ing  on  the  tow n  council, w as m ayor  of  B utte  F alls , helped  to  bu ild  the  firs t little  league  fie ld  in  B utte  F alls  w hich  is  now  

know n  as  M ac  F ie ld , coached  little  league , p layed  fast p itch  so ftball fo r  m any  years and  w as  inducted  in to  the  O regon  S oftba ll H all of  F am e, 

coached  h igh  schoo l foo tball, coached  h igh  schoo l g irls  basketball fo r  m any  years and  led  them  to  the  sta te  p lay  offs and  sta te  cham pionsh ip  

gam es. In  1992  he  w as  assistan t basketball coach  and  helped  take  the  team  to  the  state  cham pionsh ips.

H is  siste r, L ila  had  th is to  say  abou t h im  "N eal rea lly  cares abou t the  tow n  and  especia lly  the  sen io r  citizens  and  low er incom e  fam ilies. H e  is  

also  a  very  good  fa ther  and  grandfa ther" .

D ick  E arl says  "N eal is  a  rea l asse t to  our  business  especia lly  now  tha t he  has grow n  fond  of  w earing  h is  spectacles  so  he  can  see  w ell enough  

to  punch  the  righ t num bers  on  the  reg ister" .

W hen  he  is  no t w ork ing  at the  gas  station  or  delivering  bras  or  dash  covers  he  likes  to  w atch  a  good  gam e  on  the  te lev ision  or  take  in  som e  

fish ing  or  p lan  h is  nex t hun ting  adven tu re  (w h ich  is  usually  in  the  B utte  F alls  area  so  he ’s  no t too  far from  hom e  and  tha t po t of  beans  sitting  on  

the  w ood  stove).

Y es, N eal, no  m atter w hat you  th ink , you  do  deserve  to  be  on  the  cover of  the  B ulle tin . Y ou  have  done  a  lo t of  positive  th ings  fo r our  tow n  

and  no th ing  illega l (tha t I know  of  anyw ay). S o , you  can  ho ld  your  head  up  h igh , and  w elcom e  to  the  C itizen  of  the  M onth  H all of  F am e!

by C ory  H am ann
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