
by  Janice Schultz
O U R  TO W N

H ave  you  heard  the  G ood  

N ew s!

B utte  Falls C om m unity

i B ible C hurch  w ill soon  

be  starting  a  m ajor  

rem odel as soon  as therqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Who re me mb e rs a dining room, ta b le s mooth a nd round, 

I k now is a b le , to k now a s we ll, 
to ha ve a nd hold p ock e ts full of childhood gold.

The re , p a tte rns we re p inne d a nd s cis s ors fle w, 

cutting fine s ilk s a nd y a rds of b lue . 

The n, re a ding, writing a nd a rithme tic too.

The Old Round Ta b le 
(Ma y 30,1937)

Long winter evenings went slow, went quick, 

as rosy apples and smelling like heaven, 

and bowls of popcorn appearing at seven.

In  your  m ind, w hat are  the  m akings of  a  com m unity? W hen  you  

th ink  of  the  com m unity  that m akes up  the  Tow n  of  B utte  Falls, w hat 

does  your  m inds  eye  see? M ore  often  than  not, the  answ er  is  som ething  

generic such  as "a  nice  place to  live."

I w ould  like  to  take  that answ er one  step  further  and  use  th is  space  

to  rem ind  everyone  that "a  nice  place  to  live" does  not  just happen. "A  

nice  place  to  live" is achieved  by  everyone  in  the  com m unity  w orking  

tow ard that goal. "A nice place to live" is a delicate balance of 

in terw oven  threads  creating  a  strong  foundation  for a  tow n.

M aking  Y O U RSELF  accountable for  the  com m unity  surviving, I 

feel, is the first step and  Athe key to the  success of  the  Tow n  of  B utte 

Falls. This is a  hard  pill to  sw allow  for  a  lo t of  us. W e  are  m uch  m ore  

com fortable m aking our N EIG H B O R  accountable. The problem  is 

alw ays  their kids, their dog, and  their li  festyle. They  w ork  w rong, they 

play  w rong, and  they  live  w rong.

A nother  com fortable trait is to let som ebody  else  do  it, and  then 

com plain  about it. W e  don ’t have  to  be  on  a  com m ittee, or  on  the  fire  

departm ent, or the  school board. W e don ’t have to  give  constructive  

input about anything, but w e  w ill sure let them  know  w hen  w e  th ink  

they ’ve  screw ed  up.

The  end  result of  th is  behavior  is  a  fragm ented  com m unity , w hich  

rem oves  part of  the  threads  that w eave  people  together  and  m ake  B utte  

Falls "a  nice  place  to  live." A s  parents leave  m ore  and  m ore  of  their 

children ’s  m oral education  to  the  already  overw orked  teachers in  our 

schools, kids  lose  the  ability  to  com m unicate  w ith  adults. They  don ’t

(In  loving  m em ory  of  Em ogene  A bbott - 

W e  m iss you)

Then valentines with newsprint lace 

were cut and pasted with hard won grace.

The petaled lamp swung from a chain above 

with a width of warmth that enclosed on love’ 
So the past is kept for the hearts long night 

in a firm gold circle of warmth and light.

w eather perm its..... W e  are  so  excited  and  

thankful to  be  part of  th is project!

Em ogene  A bbott shared  w ith  her. They  w ere  talking  one  

day  about  how  so  m any  tilings are  done  around  our  dining  

room  tables. Em ogene  shared  w ith  C arol that  she  had  a 

special poem  on  the  subject. The  next  day  w hen  C arol w ent 

to  her m ailbox  it w as in  there. It  w as not w ritten  by  

Em ogene  but one  that  she  read  from  a  m agazine  dated  M ay  

30 th, 1937. It  m eant a  lo t to  her, she  had  it taped  

underneath  her “old  round  dining  room  table” . It  w as 

found  w hile  m oving  their furniture  to  her daughter, B eth ’s, 

hom e.

talk to , or w ith, their parents, and are not held accountable by their 

parents to  atone for their actions; therefore they  roam  the streets, do  

w hatever they  w ant, and  th ink  it’s  ok. A ny  adult that questions  those  

actions is the  bad  guy. It has  becom e  politically  incorrect to  question  

children.

This is not acceptable  and  kids  need  to  know  that it s  not ok, and 

here  is  w hy. B ecause  m ost people  w ant to  settle  in  a  safe  environm ent 

and  a  com m unity  that show s pride in  ow nership , the  kid  that is free  to  

roam  the streets w ith  no  accountability  is w riting  a  death  w arrant for 

our  tow n. Each  act of  vandalism  that occurs, and  each  tim e  som eone 

is  threatened  or  put in  danger  by  the  careless act of  another, tw o  m ore  

threads, safety  and  pride, are  rem oved from  the  w oven  in tricacies  of  

our "nice  place  to  live."

The  foundation  of  our  tow n  is  unraveling, and  leaving  B utte  Falls 

to som e long-range consequences that are frightening. W e lost our 

econom ic  base  w hen  w e  lost M ED CO . W e  lost additional revenue  for 

the  tow n  w hen  the  tavern  and  W illow  Lake  closed  their  doors. N ow  w e  

are  facing  the  possible  closure  of  the  Fish  H atchery. If  w e  should  lose  

our  school base  due  to  a  lack  of  in terest  to  m ove  here, it doesn ’t take  a 

rocket scientist to figure out that w e are done. Please, instead of  

throw ing  th is article dow n  and  calling  m e  nam es, th ink about w hat I 

have  just said . Then  use  the energy that it w ould take to  com plain  

about  th is  article  to  take  a  look  at  yourself, and  see  w here  you  can  begin  

to  be  accountable.


