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H ands ~  B uild  ionicH elping ’ "

A t the  B utte  Falls Elem entary  School in  grades  kindergarten  through  fourth , som ething  w onderful goes on every  school day. People  

from  in  and  around  our com m unity  are  in  these  classroom s giving  undivided, unconditional attention  and  love  to  the  students.

K indergarten  is blessed  w ith  five  w onderful grandparents. G randm a ’s K athy  (G orham ), Ida  (Loring), B urg  (A ileen), A loha  (A dam s) 

and  G randpa  D riskell (B ob).

G randm a  Ida  and  G randm a  K athy  are  part  of  the  Foster G randparent  Program  and  help  w ith  several grades. G randm a  B urg, G randm a  

A loha  and  G randpa  D riskell are  m em bers of  the  com m unity  that  just LO V E  kindergarten  students!

A ll five  help  the  students individually  and  in  sm all groups w ith  reading, w riting, and  arithm etic. They  also  teach  life  skills like  how  to  

tie  their shoes, cut w ith  scissors, and  even  how  to  be  a  friend.

Exam ples  of  their individual love  include  G randm a  K athy  digging  up  flow ers  and  carting  bird  houses  to  school  to  teach  us  to  appreciate 

nature. G randm a  Ida  reading  to  the  lads in  Spanish  and  recently  for “H ”  w eek  she  brought a  potato  from  her  garden that w as shaped lilce 

ahippo. G randm a  B urg  has  been  in  the  K indergarten  classroom  every  Tuesday  for  alm ost  four  years to  help  w ith  C apon  in  the gym. Capon 

is  like  a  physical education  class, so  th is  is  quite  a  w orkout  for  everyone! She  even  helps  w ith  the  K indergarten  C ircus  in  the  Spring. Grandpa 

D riskell not only  helps kindergarten  w ith  their supply  of  paper bags w ith  handles, but  fixes lunches  for field  trips and  hand  delivers notes 

to  parents  that can ’t  be  reached. R ecently  G randpa  D riskell  stopped  by  the  room  at 7:45  am  to  ask  M rs. M cN eill if  it  m ight be  ok  if  he  w ent 

to  tow n  that day. H er answ er, “Y es G randpa, you  haven ’t  m issed  a  school day  yeti.”

G randpa  D riskell’s  favorite  part  of  the  lesson  is  the  beginning  w hen  he  gets  his  GOOD MORNINGS and  his  BIG HUGS! D on ’t  let th is  

soft exterior fool you, he  is very  serious about  the  kids studies and  m akes them  buckle  dow n  and  do  their reading  hom ew ork! A nd, as  w ith  

all the  other G randparents, the  kids  are  eager to  please  and  show  they  have  accom plished  som ething.

The  new est  helper  in  kindergarten  is  G randm a  A loha. She  has  jum ped  right  in , feet  first  w ith  the  academ ics, and  has  already  becom e  close  

friends w ith  a  few  of  the  girls in  the  class. K indergarten  loves their grandparents! M rs. M cN eil  w ould  be  happy  to  have  any  grandparents  

that enjoy  influencing  the  future  com e  on  in  and  adopt a  class.

G randm a  Ida  has ventured  in to  second  grade  th is  year giv ing  one-on-one  study  sessions. M r. Faurholt has her  for tw o  hours  each  day. 

She  alw ays has a  hug  and  a  sm ile  for each  student before  the  studies begin, then  it ’s all easy  learning  from  here  on  out!. G randm a  K athy  

jo ined  the  second  graders  last year and  has helped  these  young  readers advance  w ith  her  patience  and  understanding. M r. Faurholt  strongly  

encourages second  graders to  read, “R eading  is K IN G !.” H aving  extra  one-on-one  help  w ith  reading  at  th is level of  schooling  is essential.

In  th ird  grade, G randm a  Ida  helps the  students  w ith  their  spelling  w ords for  preparation  for their w eekly  test. She  listens to  kids  read  

and  provides  loving  discipline  w hen  necessary. This  is  M rs. Sipple ’s  first  year  having  G randm a  Ida  in  her  classroom  and  says  she  is  a  valuable  

and  appreciated  addition  to  her  program . M r. Sipple  has  G randm a  Ida  in  his  fourth  grade  classroom  helping  w ith  m ath, one-on-one. R um or 

is, th is  is G randm a  Ida ’s  favorite  subject H ow  lucky  for  M r. Sipple  and  the  fourth  graders! G randm a  Ida  has  really  bonded  w ith  age  group  

in  the  past. Y ou  can  see  her in  the  hallw ays genuinly  asking  how  her kids are  and  getting  her  hugs and  sm iles in  response.

A s  you  can  see, these  are  busy, busy  G randparents. They  all have  a  set schedule  that they  follow , m oving  from  classroom  to  classroom . 

They  are  alw ays in  cheerful m oods and  com e  to  school ready  to  help! W e  are  so  blessed  to  have  them  helping  our  future  leaders.

Y ou ’re  encouraged  to  talk  to  your  child ’s teacher about  helping  w ith  their studies at  hom e  or in  their classroom .


