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m w  w iscss w w ©  . B y P e teV o rb^ L a ted
C o n stru c tio n , m ain ten ance , an d  o p e ra tio n  co s ts  fo r  w ate r  an d  w aste  trea tm en t  fac ilitie s  h av e  risen  sh a rp ly  m  recen t y ea rs .

co s t  fo r  th e  B u tte  F a lls  W ate r  S y stem  Im p ro v em en ts  is 1 .7  m illio n  d o lla rs . T h e  p ro jec t  in c lu d es  rep lacem en t  o f  th e  T o w n  s  ag in g  w ate r es , 

in s ta lla tio n  o f  w ate r  m ete rs  an d  fire  h y d ran ts , an d  th e  co n stru c tio n  o f  a  la rg e  re se rv o ir tan k  th a t  w ill rep lace  tw o  o ld e r  sm a lle r  t * 

F u n d in g  fo r th e  im p ro v em en ts  co m es fro m  g ran t an d  lo an  m o n ey , h a lf  g ran t an d  h a lf  lo an . R ep ay m en t o f  th e  lo an  w ill co s t B u tte

$ 4 5 ,0 0 0  a  y ea r  o v e r  th e  n ex t  4 0  y ea rs. A n d , a lth o u g h  g ran t  m o n ies-w h e th e r  fo r  w ate r  o r  sew er  p ro jec ts -n eed  n o t  b e  rep a id ,  th ey  co m e  w ith  

a  s tiff  co n d itio n : W ate r  an d  sew er  u se r  ra te s  m u st  m atch  cu rren t  av e rag e  O reg o n  u se r  ra te s . T h e  rea so n  fo r  th e  co n d itio n  is  s tra ig h tfo rw ard . 

It d o es n o t m ak e eco n o m ic sen se to  fu n d  h ig h  co s t w ate r o r sew er im p ro v em en ts IF  u se r ra te s d o  n o t p ay  fo r th e ir o p e ra tio n  an d  

m ain ten ance . T h e  B u tte  F a lls  C o u n c il h as  a lread y  b eg u n  to  co n sid e r th e  se ttin g  o f  fu tu re  w ate r an d  sew er ra te s  fo r  th e  T o w n .

A  m atte r  o f  m o re  im m ed ia te  co n ce rn  —  sh o rd y  a fte r  T o m  H ay es  w as  ap p o in ted  T o w n  P u b lic  W o rk s  D irec to r la s t  Ju n e , o n  Ju ly  1 7 , 

T h e  D ep artm en t o f  E n v iro n m en ta l  Q u a lity  co n d u c ted  an  in sp ec tio n  o f  th e  T o w n  sew ag e  trea tm en t p lan t  an d  d isp o sa l  sy s tem . A  su b seq u en t  

in sp ec tio n  rep o rt lis ted  S E R IO U S  o p e ra tio n a l  d e fic ien c ie s  an d  v io la tio n s . T h e  rep o rt  sp ec ifica lly  n o ted  th a t  m an y  o f  th e  v io la tio n s  w ere  th e  

re su lt  o f  A  L A C K  O F  P A S T  T R E A T M E N T  P L A N T  M A IN T E N A N C E . S o m e  o f  th e  v io la tio n s  d a te  b ack  to  1 9 9 1 . O p era tio n a l  v io la tio n s  

in c lu d ed  in ad eq u a te  m ete rin g  an d  te s tin g  eq u ip m en t, m ech an ica l an d  e lec trica l eq u ip m en t  n eed in g  rep a ir  o r  rep lacem en t,  as  w ell as  n ecessa ry  

eq u ip m en t  fo r  p ro p e r  fu n c tio n ing  o f  th e  p lan t th a t  w as  n o t  in  p lace . A lso , th e re  w ere  ad m in is tra tiv e  v io la tio n s : R ep o rts  n o t  filed  o r  filed  

im p ro p e rly , n o n -re sp o n se  to  D E Q  le tte rs an d  n o tice s , an d  ab sen ce  o f  cu rren t  o p e ra tio n  an d  te s tin g  m an u a ls . A s  a  re su lt  o f  th e  in sp ec tio n ,  

th e  D E Q  issu ed  a  F o rm a l N o tice  o f  N o n co m plian ce  to  O reg o n  E n v iro n m en ta l L aw  to  T h e  T o w n  o f  B u tte  F a lls .

A N D  T H E  G O O D  N E W S ?  T w o  p resen ta tio n s  w ere  m ad e  to  th e  T o w n  C o u n c il  a t its  la s t m ee tin g  

in  F eb ru a ry . S h ad y  C o v e  P u b lic  W o rk s D irec to r G eo rg e  B o stic  su m m arized  th e  T o w n ’s re sp o n sib ilitie s 0  

co n ce rn in g  th e  D E Q  n o tice  o f  v io la tio n s  a t  th e  trea tm en t  p lan t  -  G eo rg e  is  a  lic en sed  trea tm en t  p lan t  o p e ra to r  

an d  su p e rv ise s  th e  T o w n ’s  p lan t b y  ag reem en t b e tw een  S h ad y  C o v e  an d  B u tte  F a lls . H e  sa id  th a t th e  p as t  

v io la tio n s w ere  b e in g  co rrec ted  b y  p resen t T o w n  P u b lic  W o rk s p e rso n n e l an d  s in g led  o u t  D irec to r  T o m  

H ay es fo r  d o in g  an  ex ce llen t  jo b  to w ard  re s to rin g  th e  trea tm en t p lan t to  w o rk in g  o rd e r. H e  a lso  sa id  th a t  

B u tte  F a lls  n eed s  to  p ro v id e  ad eq u a te  su p p o rt  fo r  its  P u b lic ’s W o rk s  b o th  a t  p resen t an d  in  th e  fu tu re .

D u rin g  th e  seco n d  p resen ta tio n ,  H G E  p lan n in g  an d  d es ig n  en g in ee r,  M att  G rey  d iscu ssed  th e  p ro g ress  

of his firm’s work on the Butte Falls w ate r im p ro v em en t p ro jec t. H e  sa id  th e  d es ig n  p ro cess  w as n ea rin g  

co m p le tio n  an d  th a t  a ll re la ted  ad m in is tra tiv e  m atte rs  w ere  m o v in g  in  th e  sam e  d irec tio n . A n d  w h en  M att  

w as ask ed  ab o u t  an  ac tu a l tim e  lin e  fo r  th e  p ro jec t, th e  b es t o f  n ew s  ap p ea red : C o n struc tio n  w ill b eg in  in  

Ju ne  an d  sh o u ld  b e  co m p le ted  b y  th e  en d  o f  O cto b e r  th is  y ea r. HEY BUTTE PA LLS! C o m e  N o v em b er 

m ay b e  w e  co u ld  a ll  d o  a  ce leb ra tio n  in  th e  T o w n  P ark . W e  co u ld  ra ise  o u r  g la sses , to a s t  o n e  an o th e r, an d  tak e  

a  s ip  o f  o u r  sw ee t  B u tte  F a lls  w ate r.
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