Big Butte Creek Fishing Update
by Richard Harrington

On March 26, approximately 65 local
citizens met at the Community Hall to
discuss the "Emergency" fishing regulations
passed in February by the Oregon State Fish
and Wildlife Commission. (For a report on
that meeting, see the article by Frank
Springer on page 8 of the March 31 issue of
the "Upper Rogue Independent"). These
new regulations eliminate both the stocking
of hatchery rainbow trout into Big Butte
Creek, and the keeping of any size "wild" fish
from Big Butte. The only fishing allowed is
"catch and release"; above Cobleigh Bridge,
using only artificial bait.

At it's April 24 meeting, the Fish and
Wildlife Commission was to discuss making
permanent the regulations. However, this
matter has been rescheduled to the July 24
meeting of the Commission. While this late
July date does take a bite out of the 1998
season, it allows an opportunity to better
prepare our case. At this July meeting the
commission will begin discussing the
regulations for the 1999 season. Looking
further into the furure it is possible that this
ban on fishing could become permanent.
This is because all tributaries of the Rogue
River (except the Applegate) are now to be
considered more important for juvenile
salmon and steelhead production areas, than
for local recreational fishing.

A pedtion addressed to the
commission summarizes some key local
issues that need to be considered. This
petition has currently been signed by over
300 citizens. It can be found at City Hall,
the local businesses, and Midway store. In
addition, the petition is also being circulated
in Prospect, Klamath Falls and at selected
sites in the valley.

While the response to the petition has
thus far been very encouraging, Commission
member Don Denman of Medford told me
that the Commission will not seriously
consider any modifications in the regulations
without the prior approval of the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).
However, ODFW still will not agree to any
changes without the approval of the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and
NMES claims that the decision belongs to
ODFW! In discussing this situation with
staff members of Senator Ron Wyden and
Congressman Bob Smith's offices, and with
Representative  Judy  Uherbelau,  all
emphasized that sending letters to elected
representatives is the most effective means of
enlisting their support in dealing with
government agencies.

Elimination of fishing in the Rogue's
tributaries, while at the same time retaining
most fishing in the Rogue and the Applegate,
was, in the words of one Portland ODFW
official, a decision based on "social reasons".
Other ODFW employees put it more
directly: professional fishing guides raised a
loud voice to protect their interests. We
must do the same: letters are needed. If you
care, WRITE:

Judy Uherbelau

295 No. Main # 14
Ashland, OR 97520

Governor John Kitzhaber
Capitol Bldg. 160
Salem, OR 97310

Senator Ron Wyden
259 Russell

Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Senator Gordon Smith
SD B-34
Washington DC 20510

Robert F. Smith, US Representative
1126 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington DC 20515

Jackson County Commissioners:
Rick Holt

Jack Walker

Sue Kupillas

Addresses for the ODFW and NMEFS are:
ODFW v
Atm: Commissioners
P. O. Box 59
Portland, OR 97207

NMES

Artn: William Stelle, Jr,
Regional Administrator
7600 Sand Point Way NE
Bin C 15700, Bldg 1
Seattle, WA 98115-0070
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