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and the District Council of Carpen- |awakening in the minds of the situation: X a week. of increased business activity the State Federation, and subscribed for
fers participated. (workers. “WE SUG (: Efq_’!- ‘THA"I. THE - - I’a{thful {cw set about to effect a Thf Labor Press for its membership.
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concealed and it needs no angry farmer detective nor any cartoonist ! The plain fact is that every ‘armer is now a tenant of the state, paying

to reveal it. . annual rent under the silly and deceptive name of “land tax” and liable to

TH AT CARTOON The gun labeled “Confiscation” is fanciful in an entirely different way. lose everything he has on earth if the rent is defaulted. Not only does

There is single tax in the bill and nobody wants to deny it. But there is D2 pay rent now, but he P-’i)'-*_ a great deal more rent than he would under

: no confiscation whatever. This weapon is not only concealed but it i; a the land and 19’“ measure, if it should be adopted. The only advantage

I wish to beg for a little space in " 'e Labor Press this week to pure myth. The Jand and loan bill reduces the farmer's tax to the rental he now enjoys is that his rent, which often amounts to rack-rent, is called
ialyze a cartoon which appeared in the revered Oregor?ial.a e Of:t.ober value of the raw land he tills. This, in the main, would reduce his tax by b¥ the soothing name of “tax.”
21 shall try, like Mr. Pecksniff, to conduct my analysis in a spirit of
bve. But I shall not feel obliged to conceal my conviction that the Ore-
fonian in printing this cartoon has indulged a regrettable propensity to
suhstitute fancy for fact. 1 shall give an example or two for this in a
Niinute,

But first let me remind the reader what the cartoon is about. It is
1 effort to exhibit the inner, or esoteric, significance of the Land and
Loan bill, which the Portland Labor Council urges us all to vote for.
The perpetrator of the bill is, in the cartoon, a fleeing figure who wears
i mask to conceal as much as he can of his hideous countenance, but
%ppily the mask has slipped partly off and it is not difficult to recognize
the horrid aspect of Mr. U’'Ren in this cr mina® _gitive. If we had any
Goubt about it, all would be cleared v hy au iliut iinating label attached
1 his tall hat which serves as a ki i antihaic. An anti-halo, as the
ftader will understand, indicates de. ashness just *< a genuine tinplate
halo indicates sainthood, The anti ! 1 0 is really super ous since no sign
% needed to tell us that Mr. U'Ren is the devil and . is imps in the
f'es of the Oregonian.

The label attached to the fle.ing figure is “U'Renism 4 word which,
Uginning as a term of scorn, *ms likely to follo: tle example of
Yethodism, Benthamism, Christi. n'itv and many more originally despised
tithets which have now hecuine symbols of victorious faith and proud
ichievement,

The figitive in the cartoon has been caught by an indignant farmer
‘ho by lifting his wicked caai-tails exposes the weapons which he has
ped to conceal from a righteously wrathful public. The first concealed
fun is labeled “Single Tax.” The other, for this depraved disciple Of.
the great Teddy carries two guns in his pants, is labeled "Confiscnlion."l
xafllru”y the bold farmer is as proud as he is mad to have been the
Messed agent of his exposure. In his right hand the fleeing criminal |
‘rries a hand bag which bears the damnatory label “Socialism.” i

This brings me to the point where I can indicate the charming play of
fncy in the Oregonian’s cartoon. It represents the single tax as a|
“ncealed weapon. Now the single tax may be everything that is horrid |
hut nobody has ever dreamed of denying that it is the very soul and spirit |
 the Land and Loan bill. [ have heard Mr. U'Ren stand before the |
limber of Commerce in all his horror and call the Land and Loan bill |
isingle tax measure., I have heard Mr. Eugene Smith time and again
Ry the same thing. In my own feeble arguments for the bill T have
Uvays called it a single tax measure. So when the Oregonian tells the |
Pblic that the single tax part of it is a concealed weapon that altogether
Mately but somewhat imaginative daily becomes for the moment what |
"¢ Psalmist said in his haste, all men were permanently. The single tax
*alure of the bill may be a weapon. Heaven grant that it may prove a
feadly Wweapon against tax dodgers and land hogs, but it certainly is not

a full half. At the same time it would exempt all his improvements from Mr. Spence, and also of course the Oregonian, questions the statement
taxation and sale for unpaid taxes. If that is confiscation the working that the new law would lower the farmers’ tax. They contend that the
farmer may well pray for it to come speedily. Mr. Spence, the master of money for public expenses must be raised in some way, and the only possible
the State Grange, joins in the parrot cry of confiscation against the Land 'way to do it is to increase rural valuations until the required rental is pro-
and Loan bill in a published address. Mr. Spence thinks it confiscates the ,duced.

farmer's land because it speaks of rental value instead of tax. Mr. But that is not the way the law would work out. It is a fact of common
Spence appears to be innocent enough to believe that when vou cali a tax 'knowledge that the big land values are not found in the rural districts, but
rent you make it confiscatory. But when you call rent a tax, no matter /iy (he business quarters of the cities. And it is upon these quarters that
how extortionate it may be, you make e¢verything safe and secure. It is |the burden of taxation would fall under any scheme of single tax. The
odd that men will allow themselves to be so deluded by were words. farmers would be largely exempt. Their improvements would be wholly
exempt. The ground rent of business property in the cities would be ex-
propriated, or “confiscated,” by the state and in that way the expenses of
[government would be met. Raw, unimproved land has but little, if any,
{rental value in rural situations and yet it is the rental value of such raw,
junimproved land which fixes the limit of taxation for the farmers.

: The word “confiscation” is ingeniously made to play a sinister part in
;thc opposition to the land and loan bill. It is flared in the faces of the
[farmers to stampede them in the hope that they will forget the perfectly
[obvious truth that every tax is a species of confiscation. The Land and Loan
| b1ll confiscates property in a sense entirely different from any ordinary
tax, and this is a grave error. It does nothing of the kind. So I say
i;:;:ain that the label “Confiscation” attached to the gun in the flecing
(figure's right hip pocket is a piece of decepiion. Of course | do not say
|that the deception was intended, for I am nothing if not charitable. But
this I do say, that no honest reasoner could call it confiscation to shift the
burden of taxation from the farmer's land which pays little or no return
and lay it upon city property which pays heavy returns. And this is
|precisely what the Land and Loan bill will do if it passes,

| It should be reiterated patiently that the provision for taxing land up
[to the full unimproved rental value is a limitation on taxes. Tt fixes a limit
(beyond which the tax on farm land can not rise. And this limit is in the
ymain far below the present level of rural taxation.

I confine this analysis to rural values for the most part because it is for
{thr poor, suffering farmer that the Oregonian feels most solicitude. Of
| course that philanthropic paper cares nothing for the welfare of rich city
landholders who are naturally able to look out for themselves. Its soul is
{wrung for the farmer and for him only. In this connection I am tempted to
‘remind the farmer of an old piece of wisdom he used to read in his college
[days. Tt refers to the wiles of certain persons who sometimes conceal their
| real purposes under a treacherous aspect of kindly generousity. “Mistrust
the Greeks,” says the old saw, “et dona ferentes.” Mistrust them, that is
to say, even when they com« bringing what seem to be gifts. The word
{gift in German means poison.
|

CHARLES HIRAM CHAPMAN

|

TR T,

e e M i & e
SIS = -

£ e S

19




