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FAVORABLE DECISION
ON EIGHT-HOUR LAW

[he eight-hour low for publie
arle was upheld by Cirenit Judge
oavanaugh last Wednesday when

found Arthur D. Kern, a sub-
ptractor, guilty of working an

ployee 16 hours and 15 min-
s, Judge Kavanaugh fined
cern #1100,

Judge Kavanaugh's decision s
qogarded as an important one,

road work and other public Work to contractors, the Central
provements now pending.  Be-

ise of this, Arthur A. Murphy,
Deputy  Distriet  Attorney, was
present. when Judge Kavanaugh
decided the ecase, and took espe-
ial note of the decision.

kern was indicted in 1913 for

Worker's Association.

wore than eight hours,
mdictment was returned against | “*During the year 1912 the Board
fim on the technicality that he of Public Works entered into
lad worked Earle 16 hours and jagreements with paving contrac-
1" minutes, but had not paid him tors to take over all maintenance

contracts on pavements. About

Judge Kavanaugh d's';tin- same time the eity asphalt

srertime,
duting that more cause for civil |cost, as shown in Engineer’s re-
wetion
artlon,

The far-reaching effects
Judge Kavanaugh's decision i“!“-urst possible condition of re-
the Kern case, it is said, will mean |pair, as shown by the fact that
that eontractors no longer can we had to spend $3756.49 in the

ke sub-contracts and allow the |first six months to get it in con-

dition to successfully operate.
sub-contractors to work the mvn| :
con “Out of the profits of the con-

more than eight hours. Kt?rn h?""trm-l work we have dems. - to-
charge of a pavement mixer mlgn-thvr with the repairs of cuts
paving some streets in East Port- made for different publie utility
and. |companies, we have kept up the
This case is illustrative of the necessary .lu'af’u‘t‘:-ﬂgnw and have

lifficulties encountered in secur-|® Profit of ‘H"b""_""
maintenance con-

| *‘‘Had the
{tracts in existence last vear con-

[which had never been made use

ing decisions in cases of this na- |
rre,
District Judge Dayton in 1913 leity would have paid $33,214.84
md the defendant was held to the therefor, to which we add an ac-
sand Jury. The case was passed tual plant profit of $4262.72, mak-

to the following Grand Jury and [P @ total actual saving to the
‘ ; . eity through operation of asphalt
by special efforts on the part of plant, of $37,477.56.

Deputy  Distriet  Attorney Ham-
mersly indietments were returned,
The then remained in the
Distriet  Attornev’s office until
Vay, 1915, awaiting a stipulation
facts between the distriet attor-

** Aside from this actual saving
the cost of asphalt paving has
heen considerably lessened by the
fact that we were in a position to
lay asphalt top on new work for
paving contractors who had no
plant of their own. We have
egiven bhids as low as 70 cents a
square yvard for standard asphalt
paving, which we are advised is
200 ¢ents a vard under any bids
ever given by other contractors,

plants, prior to
into  competition
J. MeHugh at one

CaSe

v s office and attorney for the
fendants,
\nd the
tefendant

The

notice of

end 1s not vet,
has served
ppeal. owning asphalt
\\'til']{lll'.: man  om cntering

with them. P,

[t some hungry
ad stolen a loat of bread at the

. this contractor violated the time tendered us a written pro-

_ ; posal stating that he would do

v he poor devil would have our street repair work at one-half
Wl most of his jail sentence what it was costing us if we
rved out by this time, Fwould c¢lose our plant and keep

PROMINENT OFFICIA
DAY LABOR PLAN IS BEST =i
FOR ALL PUBLIC WORK::: &=

_ Following out the plan to endeavor to induce the County Com- |
pecially in view of the amount [missioners to build the roads by

sition, because they are confident that they are right and that weather encountered.
"eventually their ¢laims will be given consideration. . i ‘

In support of our contention that it is the best plan to build |I am satisfied that from 15 to 20
working W. R. Earle, a teamster, {),o roads by day labor, we quote below a portion of a report of |per cent can be saved on much
A second | Chas. R. Case, Superintendent of Streets and Sewers of Seattle:

{phalt pavement is a matter call-
vissed  this  second indietment, |11t Luilt in 1908 at an original |

existed than for eriminal [port for that yvear, of $21,000 but tor does not possess.’

f;nf to any extent, was turm-q over |work could be carried on more |
% to our department. It was in the |satisfactorily, with a better qual-|

The case first came before | o) 00 5 force during 1913, the |

“This saving was accomplished
day labor instead of letting the |despite lack of organization in
Labor Couneil, at its meeting last jour department for such work

Friday night, took action to secure a large number of additional |and the further fact that the
names to the petitions that have been circulated by the Married |Puget Sound Traction, Light &

‘Power Company delayed us 60

The Commissioners have not given the least intimation that:lell.,\'h' in the completion of the
they intended to seriously consider the matter of building the ruadui,]ob. which delay cost us m:\'eral
by day labor, but the Council is going right ahead with the propo- |hundred dollars because of bad

|

With pro-

!per organization and equipment

jof our paving and improvement

: . work bv doi same by dav la-
‘it closed. You have our ansu‘u' . ¥ -doing ¥ .

(to him in the account of the work
done. ) { e {
= 1 t“' (."]-‘: I“,'fﬁ":w;r ,'.':1 hlsz:s]: iwho were being exploited by con-
* e g g e |tractors through evasion of the

! : h . " minimum wage, eight-hour and
|!ng i'mj special “kf“ snd t‘qullf'!othe-r ur:linanfea Pnag(-tml for their
ment which the average contrac- | protection.

.1 “Inspectors on work appar-
public |ently considered it noue of their
business how much labor was ex-
plointed so long as materials and
workmanship were satisfactory.

“Through our efforts resolu-
tions were adopted instructing

“We have had to on many oe-

‘*Believing that our

fity of work and perhaps more
lcheaply, we asked the Board of
{Public Works to authorize us to
subgrade and pave Fifteenth
'avenue West, or ! 1
‘might have actual figures for care and diligence in seeing that
‘comparison we waited until bidsi*‘" ordinances affecting workmen
'had been opened before asking’“’“"" enforced on !
|permission to do this work. The Sam« as specifications regarding
'Barber Asphalt Paving Company |materials and workmanship.
fwere low bidders in the sum of ! ‘"Carcful inspection by em-
$16,622.00. We estimated that ployes of our department of con-
[we could do the job for $15,- [tract work reported to us as com-
411,95, ipleted and ready to turn over to
“After the Board of Pablic U8 for maintenance, has resulted
| Works authorized us to under-fi'! # number of instances in the
take the work, the plans w"e-dlwln\n-r.\- of serious defeets in the
changed to include 1200 addi-!‘_"""""- In the case of the contract
tional feet in length of street, for the FEast Fifty-first street
which portion had to be filled |s*" vrs. we hecame suspicions that
and made necessary the hauling the work had not been properly
of earth from subgrade the en- becanse of the I’“'ﬂ"_‘l‘“‘"‘
tire length of the job. s sand we found in en-
“The cost, according to our | dvivoring to clean same. We un-
estimate of the originally planned 0t cred a section of it and found

doni

tities ui

improvement, with addition of N0 cement in pipe joints. At our
2581 linear feet of carb, would insistence  the  contractors have
have been 14,146,835, to whieh since gone back and uncovered
we add 10 per cent for superin- 20052 lineal feet, 669 lineal feet

owhieh was found uneemented.,

tendence and use of tools (though

we bought and rented most of the Throngh this and many other

tools used, paving for same out < ilar  experiences  we  have
of this ordinance ) making a total roohed the conclusion that un-
of $15.561, as against our esti- . inlons contractors are slight-
mate  (with additional earb in- o work whenever an inspector’s
cluded) of %16.831, a saving of 1., is turned: that theyv are

$1270 over our own estimate, or o ning to attract an ill.\’ll'l'llll".\i
$2:351.49 than the Barber attontion to one ]Nrﬂiull of the
Asphalt Paving Company’s id if w00 while they do uestionable
additional curb put in was in- work on another part of the job:
cluded in their hid.

II'_‘!‘-&

L SAYS

casions act in defense of workmen |

In order that Weﬁ‘” inspectors to use the same

contracts the |

Whole Number 800

ENGINEERS PLEASED
WITH LECTURERS

Professor, Worster and Rosen-
erans of th: Oregon Agricultural
College have just completed a 3-
months series of lectures and dem-

have profited to a cousiderable
extent,

through employmer ©  agencies,  Almost the entire membership
boarding and bunk h wuse charges, of the organization has attended
and other evasions of the prin-
ciple of the minimum wage, and ]
finally— members have assisted the lec-
“That these conditions will turers in carrying out experi-
never be completely overcome un- ments in loeal plants.
til the contract system, which in | :
PR " ‘-‘ a » » -
a large part thrives by such meth- i of '.I") members are highly
ods and evasions, is supplanted pleased with the results and both
'by day labor, when incentive for | Mr. Rosencrans and Mr. Worster
slighting of work will cease and were tendered and accepted mem-
in its stead will appear the de- bership in the local.
'sire to do real honest work, the il

‘doing of which will materially | war fans ar:;ill waiting to
lessen the cost of future main- '

tenanee. see what those Germans can do

“*Another feature of the exist- |®% their home grounds.
'ing contracting system that is

-
radically wrong is the prevalence
of l'lllpll)_\'ll]p[]t of other than Cmm LMAL m
+

tax-paying people. Men | +

the meetings and a number of the

without families get preference * There will be a special called +
of  employment by contractors :m"'.l’.““' of Local No. %ﬁ h"'d:
who conduct boarding houses in|? ©" Tuesday, June 8, 1915, for
‘connection with their work. The |y 1€ Purpose of voting on a ref-
| : s oy + ereadum from the general of-
!n_lu-n whose family lives in a for- |4 fice. the election of local offi-
jeign land and to whom he neces- + cers and secretary and business
'sarily sends a large part of hmjo agent of the district council,

‘earnings, is frequently preferred [’ and such other business as may
by employers to men who are try. |+ legally come before the meet-

‘ing to build or maintain homes in | * ing. F t’ "
jour city and who should under‘ R 3 VPSR,
all circumstances have the first bt ng&:ﬁIﬂ

‘chance at such labor as they can | o
LR
‘perform. 4444444004400+ 4

SALEM AND ASTORIA MEMBERS
CAN HELP IN TOWNSEND FIGHT

. Organized labor in Portland is especially anxious that members
‘of labor organizations and their friends and sympathizers in Salem,
Astoria and other towns take notice of the fact that the Townsend
Creamery Company is unfair,

Here is a list of the products of the Townsend Company : Brands
of butter: Cascade, Jersey, Mayflower, White Lilly, Orange Dairy,
Crescent,. Meadow Brook, and White Clover, the latter being their
leader. :

The company also manufactures White Clover lee Cream. Don't
buy any of the brands of butter named above and don’t buy any
White Clover lee Cream. i ,

The management of this company absolutely refussed to see a
committee representing the unions and has shown by his every
action that he is a lover of the infamous, so-called “open shop, ™
The kind where the front door is open for seabs and the back door
open for any union man who might appen to become employed
through an oversight.

It is especially requested that our friends in Astoria and Salem
see the grocers and confectioners and request them not to handle
the products of this company.

The Weatherly ice cream, the product of the Crystal lee Co.,
is fair to organized labor, and there are several other brands of
butter and ice eream that are fair, so that there 18 no exeuse on
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that workmen are being exploited [that score,

Lawson a Convict—Rockefeller a Saint

BY SAMUEL GOMPERS

i
“Guilty of murder in connection with the death of”
the words came with a weird shock. They had an
appalling fascination because of their unbelievable
reality, John Lawson has been found guilty of being an
officer of organized labor and sentenced to living death
i connection with the death of a man of whose death he
snew nothing. Why? Because somebody wants to get
John Lawson out of the way. It is a familiar trick of
hostile employers to undermine unionism by getting the
‘taders out of the way by allurement, discharge or jail—
“me way, any way. John Lawson is a miner; he is one
oI the strong, courageous, reliable men in the movement
o establish industrial justice and freedom for those
wheo work.

That the labor movement is a great evolutionary
‘oree, that it brings in its wake a new industrial status,
“iployers fully appreciate. The coal barons of Colorado
lave been dominated by a man who would sacrifice all of
bis investments in Colorado rather than recognize the
"ew industrial situation which assures wage-earners a
‘olce in determining conditions under which they work.
[ the relentless pursuance of this policy John Lawson
“me a marked man.

But John Lawson was known threaghout the state of
Colorado as an honorable, just man, a man who had rev-
erence for human life. Because of the world-wide pub-
licity which the strike gained, due to the subversion of
civil authority and to the disgraceful civil war that was
inaugurated hy the coal barons, John Lawson became
equally well-known as a responsible, frank, kindly advo-
cate of human justice. The governmental officials and
agencies of Colorado have become infamous for facile sub-
servience to the machinations of ~orporate ““vested inter-
But the existing agencies could not be trusted to
conviet John Lawson of a murder that he did not even

A special tribunal was “*made to order.”
A new judgeship was created to which was appointed
Granby C. Hillyer, formerly corporation attorney for the
To him could be entrusted trials of union
miners indicted during the strike. Jesse Northeutt, the

ests.”’

s@e.

coal barons.

well-known attorney for the coal operators, acted as'

prosecuting attorney. When this ““machinery of justice”
was ready for business the labor ““trials’” began. The
first trial was that of Louis Zanecanelli. The machine
clogged—ecareful study revealed defeets in the jury. The
newspapers of Colorado assert that the jury was “‘im-
proved’ by the injection of three gunmen, a corporation
doctor, and a man who was said to have bet on the trial.

This time the machine did the trick and was pronounced
equal to the work of getting John Lawson out of the way.

Profiting by the first experiment the Sheriff pro-
vided a hand-picked jury chosen by open venire. The law
of Colorado provides that juries shall be chosen by draw-
ing names from the jury box, but as that method was in-
convenient for this special judicial machine it was not
permitted to interfere. Then the machinery to conviet
the leader of the miners of Colorado was ready and the
formalities of securing legal ‘“‘sanction’ for connecting
John R. Lawson with the death of the gunman, John
Nimmo, were enacted.

There was not a scintilla of evidence to establish
Lawson’s guilt. It was not even proved that he was
present at the battle. The prosecution simply proved
Lawson to be a union official. but failed to establish that
he advocated, practiced or even encouraged violence, The
employes and gunmen of the coal operators offered testi-
mony to substantiate the company’s proseeution.

After long deliberation the hand-picked jury brought
in its verdict. In the death-like stillness Lawson was
declared guilty of murder in the first degree in eonnec-
tion with the death of John Nimmo, Qctober 25, 1913. A
gasp of unbelieving wonder followed this travesty of jus-

Continued on Page &
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