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THE CONVICT QUESTION.

WHAT TEDDY SAID.

To employ convicts so that their products  Roosevelt’s speech at the Armory last
shall not be placed on th: market in com- Wednesday night was an endorsement of
petition with the products of free labor is the Oregon system of popular govern-
a problem that is receiving the serious ment. It was a straight talk., He has
consideration of those in authority at Sa. learned much since he went to Africa.
lem. He has lost much of his old habit of

While there is no law directly provid- hammering at men; he is beginning to
ing for the employment by the state of hammer at the system that rewards men
idle men in the penitentiary, Governor for betraying the people.

West, with characteristic aggressiveness, He Pl.'liSCd the Oregon system of clecg-
proposes to undertake their profitable em- 'NE United States Senators, and says it
ployment without violating any law, and is much better than the system they
if possible inaugurate a plan that will have in New York; so much better that
eventually enlarge to include all the con- he wants all the States to have it. He
victs and remove them permanently from S for the initiative and referendum and
competition with free labor. recall; ‘bllks a little at recall of judges,

The present contract with the Lowen. but he’ll get over that. We have not
berg-Going company stove works calls for recalled any judges in Oregon. The
a limited number of convicts, whereas People have the power, but common
there are many more, and the number is POWEr carries a feeling of common re-
increasing by reason of the influx of work- sponsibility. :
ingmen, many of whom are doubtless One of the best parts of Roosevelt's
brought here by the alluring announce- speech was that in which he advised the
ments of so-called boosters who con-|Brovlers and reactionaries to quit their
sciously or unconsciously conspire with ;ﬂ?h!‘h"”’ and be men; to get in 'h“d
employing interests to keep wages down h"'p make thet bcst. of :! syfste:n ; At
by providing ample competition for the '2° comhe to d"‘ ay, instea °b .’k‘“ ,;_‘;‘g
jobs. Workingmen come with barely across the road and throwing ”"A" °
enough to get here and failing to find ﬁg;t!temen ]'" ;h"h'“’“t row ‘ft ::" srm‘::’g’
employment, seek diversion and succor in f‘;r" the.ppl:;ont ':0 p:l:; c;)rick-ethrE:vein '
ways that land them in prison, though y g g

. : brigade.
actually no more deserving of being there Roosevelt made some good points for
than those responsible for getting them

the “Short Ballot.” We elect too many
here.

4 - of our public servants. Elect a very few,

These men must work," says the gOV- 1 ake them responsible, and then when
ernor. From the standpoint of humanity anything goes wrong we can put our
as well as public economy, they must not g, 0. o the responsible man. Let the
be idle. To inaugurate some plan whereby oy’ who are elected appoint the other
they may be empl-.lwed directly a_nd €n- oublic servants, but leave with the people
tirely for the benefit of the state institu- ¢ “ower of recall over elective and ap-
tions is the idea that is taking form pointive officers.
among the prison authorities and that can-
not help but meet with the enthusiastic
approval of working people generally and

the public at large. : ot Why should the policemen of this city be
It is the hope of the prison officials, ¢ompelled to work their eight-hour shift
headed by Governor West, to begin in the j, the regular way and then go home and
near future to employ idle convicts in the jump into their band uniforms and parade
manufacture of articles that can be used 4p6,¢ the town and furnish music for the
or consumed by the state institutions and ogification of a gang of political pirates
not be placed on the market for sale. Just ¢, 01 a5 were assembled to meet the hon-
what may be undertaken first is not yet ,.opje Teddy?
announced, but there are a great many  [qn't the head of the local police depart-
things that men can makg without any ...t aware of the fact that we have musi-
great outlay for special equipment. True, ciane in this town that make their living
some things in the way of tools and ma- . fyrnishing music for such occasions?
chinery and possibly buildings will be For his information we wish to say that
needed soon, but it is confidently believed (hare are a considerable number of them.
that a favorable showing can Be made with They are men of families. They own their
such assistance as may largely be secured om0 and pay their share of the taxation
by voluntary action. Once started, it iS ,ecessary to keep up the police force, and
confidently belfeved the plan will com- (hey don't like to see this aforesaid force
mand a degree of public approval that .,moelled to “butt in” where they do not
will early make it permanent and com- pajong
plete. 3 : e You can bet your bottom dollar there
That this plan of employing convicts 1S i1 he one great big perfectly good howl
at once the best from every point of view o4 5 if this sort of thing is not stopped.
is the belief of leading economists every- — e rather expect Simon and his gang
where. Andrew Furuseth, that walking ¢, furnish policemen to protect strike-
encvclopedia of industrial economy, OP- hreakers, but when it comes to sending out
posed the working of convicts on the road the police band for the benefit of a few fa-
because he thought the proper way Was y,eite politicians who have been chosen
to set them to making things for the state ., hagk in the reflected glory of T. R. at
institutions and that would in no W&Y the price of 10 bones per bask it seems

MUSIC IN THE AIR.

be offercd for sale. He said free labor
should build roads and would if the con-
victs did not,

It was but a few years ago that the prob-
lem of what to do with the convicts was
deemed so difficult of solution that the
state finally farmed them out for 40 cents
a day with board and keep thrown in. The
price is ridiculously low. To say they earn
no more is insanely absurd. Go and see
them work. think what free labor is paid
and judge for yourself.

That this effort will receive the enthusi-
astic support of organized labor goes with-
out saying. Now that there is genuine
initiative by those in authority to really
solve the convict labor problem in Oregon,
let it be upheld with vigor and enthusiasm.

USE OF THE REFERENDUM

The Referendum should not be lightly
used. It should not be used to gratify
local or community spites. It should
not be used in matters that could be
settled by limiting in the future the
powers of the Legislature.

Let us go slow on referendums, or
else the first thing we know the power
will be more difficult to exercise in the
future on something of vital importance.
An initiative measure to increase the
percentage necessary to secure a refer
endum will stand more chance of car-
rying if we permit the referendum fo
be used in a vicious manner.

The Oregon University appropriations
were once held up by the referendum.

like adding insult to injury.

If you need a band, hire a good union
band and pay the price, and maybe the men
who compose it will feel more like pungling
up when it comes time to pay taxes.

PREJUDICE EXISTS. i
Organized labor is always handicapped
by the prejudice against it. When the
Times office was blown up by gas from
its leaky and rotten plant in Los Angeles
last October the charge was scattered far
and wide that the labor unions had blown
it up with dynamite. There was no evi-
dence at the time as to what was the cause,
but the people who do not understand the
power of the telegraph monopoly be-
lieved it.

Months have passed. A small army of
detectives have scoured the country for
evidence connecting the explosion with
some union man.
rewards offered have been e¢nough to
tempt fake confessions from carefully
drilled perjurers if there had been the
slightest hook or splinter to hang their
cooked evidence vpon.

The natural evidence easily obtained,
stumbled over at every turn, is so strong
against the dynamite theory that Otis,
with all his money and all his unprincipled
hatred of organized labor, and ull his
anarchy, cannot bring enough evidence
into court to convict a cat of licking butter.
Still the lie goes forth that “the labor
unions blew up the Los Angeles Times.”

It shows an intense prejudice against

The public and secret
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is to keep on organizing and educating
The thing to do is to put none but union
men on guard in all public positicns, high

or low, and to strive for those fundamental |

measures which shall give to the people
more power, and to government a morc
truly representative character.

Last ye4: an imported union-buster, al-
most dircct from Russia, came to Los An-
geles as adjunct-general to Infamous
Otis. “Der unions must vent,” was his
declaration. Twenty thousand union men
paraded there to show him they were not
going. In a few days 35000 people will
parade to show they are still coming. If
he keeps up his Russianizing of Los An-
geles maybe there will be 50,000 next year.

In Oakland several strikebreakers have
been fined for carrying concealed weap-
ons, disorderly conduct, etc. Maybe the
election of Stitt Wilson in adjoining ity
of Berkeley has made the police court
bunch sit up and take notice that the work-
ingmen can use their ballots.

Two Harbors, Minn., is a little city that
recently ruined itself by electing four out
of seven councilmen and a mayor who
were union men. The main thing is that
they are members of organized labor. The
hint should be sufficient to party mana-
gers.

Fiftv “open shops™” in Los Angeles have
been found to be dangcrous fire traps.
Strange how the lovers of “industrial free-
dom” always seek the poorest buildings,
the poorest pay and the longest hours for
their employes.

The bakers of San Francisco have under
consideration a demand for eight hours.
The open shops of Los Angeles and Port-
land have the characteristic 12 to 18.

The enforcement of the six-day week for
cooks in Spokane has given rise to a de-
mand for more help and greatly increased
the membership of the union.

Refuse to listen to the explanations of
a clerk or proprietor who offers you some |
‘union product that has no label. It is a
fake or he is a faker.

Abe Reuf, the California ex-railroad po-
litical boss, is preaching morality to the
convicts. He will own the state peniten-
tiary before long.

The miner's life is in the hands of the
stock gambler who cares more for divi-|
dends than safety. The awful murdering
goes on and on. ”

We are going to put the sign on the door |
of the Labor Press, “Enter without knock- |
ing, and remain under the same rule.”

Tailors of Holyoke. Mass., recently went
out for increased pay. Four days and the
ship came in for full demands.

The Typographical Unions in Sacra-
mento and San Jose are demanding an in-
crease of scale to $27 a week.

The label means more to organized la-
bor than the boycott, for it is a terrible
boycott that never sleeps.

scabs when you get it on anything you or
yours buy or use.

A cigarmaker is mayor of Flint, Mich.,
a citv that casts over 14,000 votes at a lo-
cal election.

Another land fraud town is being

boosted in southeastern Oregon.

The label b;;aks up lt;ckouts by the
bosses.

The label wins strikes that never start.

IMPERATIVE.

Stockton News Advocate.

The recall of the judiciary is giving the sou!-
less corporations much concern of late and it
is their last <tand for control of the masses.

“Give us the judges to censor the laws of
the country,” say the corporations, “and we
care 'not who enacts them.”

It has been truly said: “Under our system of
written constitutions the judiciary has made
|congresses and legislatures subordinate to
judges as factors in government. It has made
the people themselves also subordinate. There
lis no limitation whatever upon the political
| power of the judiciary—which is vested in the
last resort in five out of nine supreme court
judges —except the people’s power of amending
constitutions; and this power is so hedged in
with limitations that even a small minority of
the people can prevent action by a_large ma-
|jority.”

If even the semblance of democratic govern-
ment is to be maintained in this country, the
application of the recall to the judiciary is im-
| perative.

NOT FOR SALE.

The coroner of Milwaukee, Wis., has recently

heen able to bring home to several large employ-
|ing corporations the realization of the fact that
they were killing men in their operations with-
out anv necessity for it whatever. Scores of
men have been killed this vear for lack of sim-
prle protective devices. In the railroad vard
heretofore “unavoidable accidents”™ have been
found to be due to criminal negligence. Coroner
| fury verdicts have a value in the open market in
most large cities, but in Milwaukee they are not
for sale.

You hear less of “no politics in the union”
eince the more recent court decicions aecainst
labor.  Until labor recognizes political diccue.

In 1008 the appropriations were con- oreamized labor. a prejudice which bv it 0 ac a necescarv part of the evolution of his
firmed by the people by less than 4000 action day by dayv and far and wide is cfonomic organization, their advance will be
majority. Organized labor supported the gradually being reduced. The thing to do  slow.

SHORT SHIFTS.

By Alfred D. Cridge.
Don't monkey with the referendum is a sign
| that should not be painted out.

The average farmer is “sore” at the increased
taxes he recently came through with.

Among the initiative measures before thc
people are some awful fakes. The Public Util-
ities Commission has the earmarks of one.

Before his election Congressman Laffert)
promised to introduce a national initiative
amendment in the House. Hope he hasn’t for-
gotten.

Detectives have found out that Portland has
lots of municipal rottenness. Next thing we
know they will have nailed a Reuf on their
discovery.

The Oregonian has been publishing some
short communications on taxation that indicate
people are thinking about those tax receipts
and comparing notes.

All large cities have labor troubles. It is a
sign of progress Portland has sidestepped to a
large degree, but the clouds hang low.
storm the grass grows.

What between the initiative measures and
the direct primary, advisory vote on presiden-
tial nominees and Statement One on a U. S.
Senator, Oregon will be a warm state next
year.

Tax measures are being discussed in the
country schoolhouses and granges. There is
going to be one vast school on taxation in Or-
egon from and after date, with tens of thou-
sands in the classes.

The workingmen of Portland are somewhat
shy of a fight, but if they are kicked into the
ring and jumped on they will be badly scared
at first, but when they get a few body punches
can limber up amazing.

The Journal says a few things about taxa-
tion lately, too. Perhaps it will send a com-
mission of its own to British Columbia, as one
correspondent has suggested, to investigate the
tax laws of Vancouver and Victoria.

That there will be a measure submitted to
the people of Multnomah county in 1912 taking
all taxes off improvements and personal prop-
erty and placing them on franchises and privi-
leges and land values is a certainty. That much
we are sure of. Hurrah!

THE EIGHTH WONDER OF THE WORLD.

Ladies’ Garment Worker.

The eighth wonder of the world, for which
sages and philosophers have looked in vain
through the misty centuries of the past, has
been found. Its discovery was not heralded
through the press, nor has it caused excitement
among antiquarians; for it is a modern product.

In one sense, it stands pre-eminent over the
other seven; for it is unnecessary to travei to
some remote corner of the world to see it. It
can be seen in every large center of commerce,
and is so common as to attract no undue atten-
tion.

About it there is an air of mystery, an inde-
scribable something which causes one to pause
and gaze in profound wonder, commiseration.
pity or abhorrence upon it.

The eighth wonder of the world is the creature
of one of nature’s freaks. Not in physical out-
lines nor intelligence, but in an abnormal de-
velopment of selfish sentiment and a dwarfing
of the powers of discernment. It is more fa-
miliarly known as the non-union workman; in
its higher developed state it is known as the
“scab.” It is the workman who lives alone in
the present, whose powers of vision are so de-
fective as to prevent him from seeing into the
future. He accepts the fruits of the labors of
his fellowmen and remains deaf to their earnest
appeals to assist in procuring what he is ex-
acting and receiving.

That he has existed in all ages is borne out
hy the Scriptures, for to whom else do they
refer when they say, “And | have given you a
land for which ye did not labor and cities which
ve built not, and ye dwell in them. Of the
vineyards and olive yards which ye planted not,
do ye eat.”

The union has given to the non-union work-
man many things for which he labored not. It
has given to him that degree of industrial lib-
erty which he enjoys today, and he “smites the
hand which has succored him.”

Ghouls rob the dead. The non-union work-
man not only robs the living, but assists in fas-
tening the chains of “ndustrial slavery upon
helpless women and little children.

UNION-MADE WRITING PAPER.

Organized labor has inaugurated a campaign
against the American Writing Paper Company,
of Holyoke, Mass., a corporation capitalized at
£22,000,000, controlling some twenty-three mills
and associated with a number of other large
paper companies who control the paper trade in
what is known as the fine papers. Deplorable
working conditions are said to exist in the plants
of this concern, and efforts are being made to
organize the employes. There is a union labe)
water-mark paper on the market, and our mem-
bers who are affiliated with fraternal, benevo-
lent, political and religious organizations can
be of immense service in the fight against the
Holvoke company by tendering their influence
ir:ldmving the union product used wherever pos-
sible.

COULTER, THE IRREPRESSIBLE.

Feoples Forum, Sundav evening. April 16th,
at the Medical Buildine Auditorium, F. E.
Coulter, the irrepressible, who spread the doc-
trine of the Oregon way through twentv states
and provinces last year, will speak. The exact
csubject will be given in the dailv papers; but
when Coulter speaks he =avs something that
livens up the situation. Things are doing in
Portland these days. Come and hear Coulter,
and do not let anv knocker turn vou awav from
the Medical building by telling vou there will
be no meeting.

Painters in Brooklvn, N. Y., are demanding 2
new scale of 50 cents an hour for an eight-hour
dav

Man's love of God is wrong unless it makes
him love others.

After a |

 before the people at the next election.
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The Grange

By E. G. Barger.

l We are beginning to appreciate the
[the farmers’ significance when we dig 4
| get results, and more particularly 1o (|
|are organized for their own social and |
| benefit. I believe the farmer truly rec, j :
| this awakening, and is fully alive to the | .
|to be gained by closer contact with hi.
workers in the cities. In the State of
the Grange is a prime factor in the far;.
and a stepping stone to a higher stan.
living, as well as a marked educationa]
tion.

To any member of organized labor
the pleasure of attending meetings of the ¢
it is at once apparent that they are worl
{exactly the same ends and for the sa;
poses, only each has their different mer)
advance, and are following other cours.

Now it does seem a great pity that 1.
organizations, each representing a grea
'in the world and working to further one ¢
'should not be more interested in the
aims and successful attainments, and
gether on a more solid footing, where
‘all work with unity.
| I find the Grangers to be very anx
learn more of their city brothers, and 3,
ious to find out how organized labor sta:
various matters of vital interest to hos
cgems to me that organized labor would
ing a big step forward by holding at leq
open meeting a month or so through the
|tral councils to members of the Grang
would be interested in the work of more !
uniting the two great forces. [ think an
'ber of organized labor will be always wel
to the meetings of the Grange during the;
'lecture hours, which are generally held i~
Iafrernoon on the day of their monthly mee:
There are ggnerally matters which come |
discussion, and which organized labor is
interested in, and can be of great assista:
iproperly represented.

Wherever | have visited in the country
munities around Portland | have found of
' that the people are giving many matters »
deep thought, whereas, in the past, it sc
| that no one had time for the other fellow’s
or business, and that each lived in his o:
little old world alone, worrying over one'-
difficulties and glorying alone in one’s own
| cesses.

It is getting about time when those who ..
sent the people as a whole proceed on ent
|different lines than in the past, and must
(develop this idea of helping to better the «
[fellow rather than the old time-worn ide: .
|every fellow for himself. The people are a:
ening, and will arise as a unit, and it is we ¢
be prepared to make the situation brighter 1n:
'more universal for good and not for evil.

Was out around Estacada and Garfie!ld Sa1ur
(day and Sunday.

Report everybody busy out that wayv .n:
| plenty to do, so no necessity for idle men,

The boys were improving Garfield Graoo
hall and grounds Saturday, and now ha.- ;
neat iron fence around the grounds, and
lawn sowed in clover.

The road supervisor is building a new rou
above Estacada, so as to lower the grade, 1
!Jed with crushed rock. The work is nearlv {1
ished, and looks good to the uphill farmer-

They have a rock crusher out in that dist i
and gather the rock off the neighboring f
for the roads.

The boys in Garfield Grange say “Bro.” Mu
son, of Hood River, is a hot number, and stri.‘
to the good. Well, we know that, and wil! *
glad to see him any time at our central cou
We ought to have him in the senate to get «
results worth while.

House Bill No. 82, which prohibits the
of convict-made goods within the state, un' -
they are labeled convict-made, applies to o
which may have been made years ago.

I'bill will go into effect as a law about Mav |
and the merchants will be wise to fire out '
truck. No one but a slouch will wear such <!
made by slaves.

1. W. Hays, secretarv-treasurc i the Intr
nat:nnqlTypngraphical Union, with headquar: -
at Indianapolis, Ind., will be the guest of °
local tvpographical union April 26-28
Havs will be on his way to San Francisco -
ms_ke arrangements for the convention of
union, io be held in the Bav Citv next Aucu ¢
The executive committee of Multnomah Ty
graphical Union No. 58 is perfecting plan
the entertainment of Mr. Havs, and as
Multnomah never does things by halves,
certain that the distinguished guest will alw
remember the reception and entertainment ¢
dered him by No. 58,

On the 8th Mr. Alfred D. Cridge, of
Labor Press, spoke to the Hillsboro Grange
“Taxation.” The Grangers recognize that !
measures of great importance are going to
Ont
15th Mr. Cridge speaks to the Grangers
Yamhill along the same line. They want
know, and from questions asked they are g
to find out, why taxes are high on the wor!
in city and country.

In view of some recent court decisions !
paper wants to plead guilty of contempt
court; a contempt so profound that you can
it with an ax. If it is wrong to criticize the
diciary it is a far greater wrong for the ju
ciary to lay themselves open to criticism. D
lingham Journal.

Efforts are being made in Spokane to
~ure from the building trades a refus<al
handle product of unfair machine shops.

If you would reap a harvest of love, sow !
seeds of kindness.

Bargains for Easter Wee':

Commencing Monday we shall place on
our new, fresh, up-to-date stock of La
Waists, in silk, linen and lingerie: the nc
ideas in neckwear; ladies’ silk. lisle, linen
cotton hosiery—all these will be offerc!
special Easter prices.

We have just received our Spring and =
mer lines of Men's Underwear and Hos
which will be included in the sale.

H‘»:}'

Compare Our Prices With Those in the
Rent-Paying District.
Becker, McLoughlin & Sween: !
111 Washington Street.
Special Prices on Warmer's Rust-Iroof
Thomson's Glove-Fitting Corsets.




