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JUDGE E. B. WATSON
Is one of the candidates for the Republican nomination for United States 
Senator, for the long term, commencing March 4, 1907, at the primary elec­
tion to be held April 20, 1900. He was bom ut Garnavillo, Iowa, but came 
to Oregon with his parents when eight years of age, and has lived in the 
state ever since. He is a lawyer by profession anil well known both in 
professional and political circles, and has an honorable record in the public 
service. Upon his admission to the bar he located at Jacksonville, where 
he advanced rapidly both in his profession and in ,sipular favor, and during 
the period of twelve yenrs, tilled several im;»ortant county offices and was 
honored with a place on the Supreme bench, which he tilled with credit to 
himself and satisfactorily to the public; he then removed to Portland where 
he has ever since lived.

Judge Watson has never been in favor with the corporations. His ef­
forts during the Inst ten years to compel the railroads to pay their just 
proportion of the public taxes; to supplant the harsh and unjust rules of 
the law of negligence relating to fellow-servants and contributory negli­
gence with provisions for the liability of employers for the carelessness or 
incompetency of their employes in chare* and control of their operations; 
and the equity doctrine that contributory negligence of the iniured party 
shall be considered by the jury in reduction of the amount of his damages, 
but not as a bar to his recovery altogether; and, finally to compel the rail­
road and military wagon road companies in Oregon to open their grants 
to settlement and purchase by actual settlers only, in quantities not exceed­
ing one quarter section to any one purchaser and at prices not exceeding 
two dollars and fifty cents per acre, and which he is ^w urging as one of 
the strongest features of his platform, all of which are well known and 
easily verified. The records of the courts will show that he has conducted 
many cases against corporations, and none for them. But his position on 
the railroad and military wagon road grants in this state is most convincing 
proof that he is not the choice of corporate interests. The railroad grants 
were made upon the express condition that the lands granted, aggregating 
between 4,000,000 and 5,000,000 acres, “ shall be sold to actual settlers only, 
in quantities not greater than one quarter section to one purchaser, and for 
a price not exceeding two dollars and fifty cents per acre.”  The railroad 
companies have held 'hese lands for over thirty years, without offering them 
to settlement and purchase in accordance with this provision. And they 
do not intend to let them go on such terms, but on the contrary, to hold them 
on speculation and ultimately dispise of them to whom they please, and 
in such quantities and for such prices as will advance their own interests. 
This means, of course, that no considerable portion of these lands will ever 
go to actual settlers, but that the gre<t bulk of them will pass into the 
bands of other corporations, which can afford to pay the highest prices. The 
policy of this provision to give every man an equal chance to settle on and 
purchase a quarter section of these lands and make a home on it for him­
self and his family, and while conferring this great benefit upon the indi­
viduals to confer an equal benefit on the public by developing the natural 
resources, and business cntejirises of the country, is well understood and 
universally acknowledged. These railroad companies by withholding this 
right of settlement and purchase from the people and attempting to absorb 
all the benefits o f these magnificent grants for their own exclusive advant­
age have not only disobeved the law but done the individual, as well as the 
public, a great wrong. This right, according to the present view of the
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courts, cannot be enforced without further action by Congress, and Judge 
Watson pledges himself, if chosen to the Senate, to make every effort to 
secure such action by Congress as will make the right available to settlers 
and purchasers, in g<s»d faith, and believes that with a strong endorsement 
by the people of Oregon, he will be able to secure this object.

Besides these there are four military wagon road grants in Oregon, con­
taining in the aggregate over four million a< res of land. The Coos Bay 
Military Wagon Hoad grant, contains a provision similar to the above. The 
Dalles Military Wagon Hoad, Willamette Valley and Cascade Military 
Wagon Hoads, and Oregon Central Military Wagon Hoad, grants, do not 
contain i*, but each w»« made in consideration that “ said road shall be and 
remain a public highway for the use of the government of the United States, 
free from tolls or other charges upon the transportation of any property, 
troops or mails of the United States.”

The roads were never built in fact, nor any pretense made of keeping 
them up as public highways for free use by the government. There are 
decisions of the courts in regard to them, which increase the difficulties 
of opening them up to settlement and purchase by individuals. But these 
grants were obtained bv fraud and .bulge Watson pledges himself, if elected 
to the Senate, to spare no effort to set them aside, if Congress stll retains 
the fiower to do it by appropriate action. These subsidy land grants 
traverse the state in every direction and furnish the greatest obstacles to 
the development of the natural resources, and business interests of the 
state; and they ought to be opened up to settlement and purchase, in the 
same manner and upon the same terms as the public lands within the same 
boundaries; and that Judge Watson will do all within his power to accomp­
lish this object no one doubts who knows him.

He is on the right side of all the other great questions now before 
Congress, which it is needless to enumerate here, as he has already stated 
his position on them in his platform which has been widely published, and 
for which he asks the earnest consideration of all Republicans wherever 
they may reside, or whatever th ir  calling or pursuit in life may be.
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DEPOSIT OF STATE FUNDS.

Hon. John H. Aitkin Clearly An­
nounces His Position on This 

Subject.
Among the six different aspirants 

for the Republican nomination as State 
Treasurer Hon. John II. Aitkin of 
Huntington is the only one who has 
come out unequivocally in favor of a 
radical change in the existing methods 
of handling State funds. Some of 
these gentlement have nothing what­
ever to say in regard to this highly 
important subject, while the others 
conveniently dodge the issue, by some­
what gauzy and intangible explana­
tions.

Candidate for Republican Nomination 
for County Auditor.

Mr. Brandes has proved to the peo­
ple of Multnomah county his thorough 
fitness for the office of County Aud­
itor. He has given efficient and faith­
ful service to the people and his of­
fice has been conducted «luring the 
past term along the lines of economy 
and fair treatment of all. “ One good 
term deserves another,”  should be 
the rule of the people toward their 
faithful servants and Mr. Brandes is 
one of the faithful ones.

Mr. Aitkin does not dodge. He an­
nounces hia position so plainly that 
no one may be mislead. “ I am abso­
lutely in favor of the creation of a 
board consisting of the Governor, Sec­
retary of State and Treasurer, -hich  
shall have complete control oi where 

! the deposits of state monies shall be 
made,”  declares Mr. Aitkin. “ I also 
say that any interest accruing from 
these deposits should be the property 
of the State.”

This has long been a leading ques­
tion in Oregon, but the candidate 
places himself squarely on record and 
goes before the people with this as one 
of the principal planks in his plat­
form.
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FACTOR OF ECONOMY
The election of Mr. Cake, the trusts' candidate for United States 

Senator, would demonstrate that the trust can fool the people with 
poorer goods and at a less money cost to itself than under the old 
method of purchase at Salem. All things considered the trust may 
find that it really wants onr primary election law and Statement 
No. 1 to remain on onr statute book as a factor of economy in time, 
trouble and expense. It needs only one Aldrich, one Foroakcr, one 
Elkins in the Senate. The more white chips it has among the re­
mainder of the Senators the better. And if  the people shall show 
themselves satisfied with a white chip from Oregon, certainly both 
parties concerned—the people and the trusts—ought to be happy.
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