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culties which we had encountered in ! 
securing its enforcement on govern- ! ‘ 
ment work. We instanced violations borer. " P ^ e n t s  loyalty to the con- 
of the law and requested him to stituhon. «».iservatism and reaponst-
si.jer them. He asked us to present bl® government, 
the facts in a formal document, he “ There are members of congress 
refusing to take up the subject at who are more dangerous and irre- 
once. Meantime he expressed him- sponsible than are the American la- 
self as being in entire sympathy the borers.’’
law ami insisted that it must be ob- This evident stab at Congressman 
served. Me pointed out to him that Hepburn caused a mild sensation, but 
the officers of the war department un- ¿jieidetit ciosej  bv Sargent speak-
der whose direction much government . .... : iruti nie- v 7. mg upon conditions in Hawana.
work is done were not inclined to in­
sist upon an observance of the law, 
and many of them had declined to re­
gard it as their duty to bring suit to 
compel its enforcement. The presi­
dent agreed with us that the govern-'— — . . —— — “ y  7~, I
ment officers ought to see to it that _ • . . .
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of the free and the home of the 
brave,’ is an insult to everv Arneri-
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WILL REMAIN AS IT IS.

i the eight-hour law was obeyed.
“ Our talk with the president was 

most satisfactory. We discussed gen- can citizen.
i erally the conditions and interests of “ As I understand it, the owners 
labor, considered the subject of more of the Portland traction company are 
rigid regulations for the exclusion absentee landlords, whose only inter- 

| from this country of vicious and illit- est in Portland is the amount of 
crate migrants and talked of some money they can take out of it—un- 

I legislation along these lines which we jjj-e their employes, who are rasing 
regard as desirable. ; their families and whose every hope

~  ' and ambition is centered in the pros-
FITTING REBUKE. perity and well-being of their homes.

. . e di,- i, These gentlemen of the East tell theAmongst men of “ high estate s
, , . ,  „  - j  ' voung men who have been born andlabor unions are frequently ridiculed • .

raised in the West, before they can 
enter their service they must relin-

and berated, when there are none
there to defend, which is a cheap, . .
pastime at the best. But occasionally ! <lulsh an e88entlal right of an Araer- 
an enemy and backbiter is brought to lcan cltlze,’> b-v demanding they they 
brook, and when he is. it is usually at !refrain £rom Join,D& an organization 
a time when the rebuke is fitting and of >beir craft5 an organization that 

has done more for the welfare of the

According to the Associated Pres.« 
dispatches of July 12 the petition of 
the Portland Chamber of Commerce 
sent to President Roosevelt asking 
for a modification of the Chinese ex­
clusion law will fall upon barren soil. 
In a conference with Samuel Gompers 1 
and James Duncan, president and 
first vice-president of the American 
Federation of Labor, at Oyster Bay, 
the president assured them that there 
would be no change in the present i 
law. and that he was as vigorously : 
opposed to the admission to this j 
country of Chinese coolies as they ' 
could be. The president was informed 
that an impression had been formed 
by many people that the administra­
tion, in its recent order, was in favor 
of letting down the immigration bars. 
The president answered that no such 
construction properly could be placed 
on the order.

Mr. Gompers urged upon the presi­
dent the desirability of an intelligent, 
practical and humane consideration 
of the general question of immigra­
tion by the people and by Congress. 
The people of this country and the 
whole civilized world are entitled, he 
maintained, to such a consideration 
of the problem.

After the conference Mr. Gompers 
gave out the following statement:

‘‘We directed the president’s at- ' 
tent ion to the interpretation placed 
by some persons on his recent order, 
issued at the instance of the Ameri­
can Asiatic Association, concerning 
the admission to the United States of 
Chinese. By many of our people and 
by many Chinese that order was 
looked upon as a letting down of the I 
immigration bars, so far as the Chin­
ese are concerned. The president as­
sured us that no proper reading of 
the order would warrant such inter­
pretation and that nothing was fur­
ther from the intention than that 
such an impression should be gotten 
from the order. His determination 
is that both skilled and unskilled 
Chinese laborers shall be excluded j 
from the United States, and he says 
that the law will be rigidly enforced. ■

“ His order related only to the so-, 
called exempt class—merchants, stu­
dents, travellers, and the like—who 
heretofore have had difficulty in gain­
ing admission to  this country because 
of the many fraudulent certificates! 
issued to them and to coolies who are I 
not entitled to certificates in any I 
event. We went over the entire mat-; 
ter thoroughly, the conference being! 
thoroughly satisfactory to us.

“ The president suggested that ill 
the course of five or six months we I 
again bring the matter to his atten-! 
tion in the light of the experience of 
that length of time in working under 
the order.

“ The president says that he is de­
termined that the diplomatic and con­
sular representatives of the United 
States i linn «hall perform their 
duties thoroughly and impartially 
and that the law as to the issuance of 
certificates to members of the exempt 
Chinese classes shall be complied with 
absolutely. He added that any officer 
of the T’" :‘ed States who issued a 
false certificate would lose his official 
bead the instance his misconduct was 
di -.ci vered.

“ We also discussed with the presi­
dent the eight-hour law and the diffi-

sharp. This occurred recently at a 
banquet given in Honolulu on the 
evening of July 3.

street car men, their families, and 
the traveling public than all of the

Congressman Hepburn of Iowa and caPitalia‘a combined. If  th e P o r t-  
i Commissioner General of Immigra-!land RalIway Company, after receiv- 
tion Frank P. Sargent figured as the ' ln? a free gift of several millions 

| principals in a very interesting)o£ dollars from the people of Port-
. “ t i l t”  at a banquet given by com 
mercial bodies of Honolulu to Mr 
Sargent. Union labor was the cause 
of the differences between the two 
gentlemen, and during the course 
their speeches Sargent replied rather 
pointedly to statements made by Hep­
burn regarding labor.

land in the form of valuable fran­
chises, are allowed to dictate such 
terms to their employes, they will in 
time dictate terms upon which the 

£ j public may have the use of their 
cars, on their, the people’s) own 
streets.

“ The Amalgamated Association is
It was while replying to the toast bettering the condition of the street 

of “ The President”  that Congress- car raen and traveling public all over
man Hepburn took occasion to make 
remarks which drew forth a reply 
from Sargent. “ Gentlemen,”  said 
Hepburn, “ the office of President is 
a great one. Great questions have to 
be solved by him and his advisers, 
and in no period of our history has 
these questions been more complex. 
Are we to allow an interest in this 
country—a labor -interest though it 
may be—to rewrite the constitution 
of the United States, or are we go-

the country. I court an investigation 
of the street railway service in the 
cities where the men are organized 
and subject to the discipline imposed 
upon them by the organization, and 
cities where they are unorganized, as 
they are in Portland.

“ Organization amongst the street 
car workers, as well as all other 
crafts, brings out the good in men, 
makes more happy homes, better cit­
izens, and is helping the working peo-

Francisco on November 7 will result 
in the return of Mayor E. E. Schmitz 
with an increased majority,”  said 
Mr. Cornelius. “ The Citizen’s Alli­
ance has thrown down the gauntlet, 
and organized labor, in inv opinion, 
will defeat any man at the polls who 
is in any way connected with the Al­
liance. The merchants o f  San Fran­
cisco who have been paying tribute 
to the Citizen's Alliance will find 
after the election that they have been 
buncoed by the ‘Moses’ of Colorado, 
Mr. Herbert George. The labor un­
ions of San Francisco are stronger 
today than they ever were, and prob­
ably stronger than they would have 
been had it not been for Mr. George, 
for the working people in times of 
peace are apt to become passe. In­
stead, they have been finding their 
weak spots, closing their ranks and 
are marching steadily on the upward 
way to better conditions.”

Mr. Cornelius stated that there was j 
no industrial troubles in San Fran­
cisco of any consequence except the 
lock-out of the printers. “ While not! 
directly involved, I am indirectly 
deeply interested in the printers’ con­
tention,”  said Mr. Cornelius. “ I look 
upon the fight as won by the printers. 
The public and the press are unani­
mously in favor of them. I look for 
a speedy settlement. There is one 
thing sure, and that is, the printers1 
are thoroughly organized, they know 
why they are organized, and they 
fully appreciate the benefits o f . 
organization; and with such an or­
ganization on the tiring line every 
other labor organization stands ready 
to do whatever is possible to bring j 
them out victorious from the fight, i 
Some printing houses perhaps will 
have to be taught the same lesson 
that the Los Angeles Times has so 
dearly learned, that intelligent organ­
ized workers cannot be defeated in 
their claims for just treatment.”

Mr. Cornelius will make a tour o f , 
the Puget Sound cities officially, both ; 
on this side and in Canada, and ex-) 
pects to be back in Portland in a 
week or ten days. He is one of the 
men in the labor movement and at | 
the front who brings credit to its 
fold.
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stim ulate jaded appetites—drives aw ay annoying flies— 
purify i he atm osphere.
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ing to adhere to our belief that a ll'P le onward to that higher plane 
men have the right to the pursuit! where God so ordained.
of happiness, embodying as it does 
the right to make contracts, to con­
trol labor, embodying as it does the 
right to select one’s own employes 
and the amount of stipend and the 
duration of the hours of work. Are

“ Such methods as are being pursu­
ed by the Portland traction company 
can only have one result, and that is, 
the people will take and operate their 
own utilities for the good of all. The 
street cars of Portland will not then

we going to say that certain gentle- j be run for the sole purpose of mak- 
men who claim to be the special ing dividends for the holders of stock, 
guardians of labor shall determine1 They will be run for the benefit of 
and make it their right that no Amer- j the people of Portland.
ican citizen without the card of some ' “ As I said at the commencement, 
union and who pays tribute in the it is an insult to American citizen- 
form of a tax to labor organization ship. I t is commercialism gone mad.
shall work?”

Mr. Sargent replied to the toast, 
‘Our Guest,”  and he lost no time 

in taking up the gauntlet thrown 
down by the congressman from Iowa. 
“ You have been told,”  Sargent said, 
“ of the dangers to the constitution 
and to our political system arising 
through labor. I was, for sixteen 
years, what is known as a labor agi­
tator. For sixteen years it was my 
business to voice the opinions, the 
necessities of the laboring men of the 
United States and to endeavor to pro­
tect their interests and elevate them. 
It was my business to meet the pres­
idents and directors of the railroads 
of the United States and endeavor 
to convince them that they were pay­
ing too big dividends to the stock­
holders and too little salaries to the 
men who enabled them to pay the 
dividends. During all that time it 
was my good fortune to convince 
those representing the control of the 
railroads that all that labor wanted 
was fair treatment and a fair share 
in the profits of their labor. When, 
at the instance of the President of the 
United States, I changed my employ­
ment, I did not change my friend­
ship for or the advocacy of the rights 
of labor.

“ I tell you there are no more ear­
nest supporters of the constitution of 
the United States and the American 
system of government than American 
labor. We need not lie awake nights 
wondering what labor is going to do. 
You can be assured that whenever a 
call comes for a defense of the Amer­
ican constitution and the American 
system that there will be no speedier 
or more enthusiastic reply to such

But, look out! they’re playing with 
fire. I  do not know of a traction 
company in any of the cities in the 
United States, or elsewhere, who have 
had the termerity to issue blanks of 
this character to those applying for 
employment upon their lines.”

When asked as to the progess of 
San Francisco’s acquirement of the 
Geary street traction service, Mr. 
Cornelius said:

“ The public ownership of the 
Geary street line is an assured fact, 
and the street car men’s organization 
of San Francisco will give the peo­
ple of San Francisco the very best 
of service, and we anticipate the very 
best of treatment at their hands. 
When the city operates the line the 
street car men will be interested with 
their fellow citizens to make it the 
best in the country. We believe that 
we will get better conditions under 
a municipal-owned road than under 
private corporation control, because 
the city will only be interested in 
giving good service. The matter of 
dividends will be eliminated. I  ex­
pect that the earning capacity of the 
Geary street line will be greatly in­
creased, and what is better than all, 
in my opinion, the danger of the pos­
sibilities of strikes will be minimized. 
I want to see the Paiific Coast take 
the lead in the municipal ownership 
of Public utilities. When the people 
are alive to their own interests such 
arrogance as is displayed by the 
Portland Consolidated Company will 
be a thing of the past.”

“ What is the political situation in 
San Francisco?” we asked Mr. Cor­
nelius.

“ I think the city election in San

Ask for the union label and the m er­
chant who waits on you will respect 
ycu for being consistent.
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