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Meet in San Francisco in Thirty-ninth 

Annual Convention.
The thirty-ninth annual session of 

the Bricklayers’ and Masons' In te r­
national Union of America and Can­
ada convened in San Francisco last 
M onday m orning in Pioneer Hall, 
over 200 delegates, representing 
unions in various parts of the United 
States and Canada being present. The 
assemblage was called to  order by 
Edward J. Rainey, president of the 
local bricklayers’ organization. P re­
vious to  the meeting of the conven­
tion a parade was formed of the dele­
gates, who were escorted from the 
headquarters at the Russ House by 
the local joint committee of arrange 
ments. and the iine of march was tak­
en along M ontgom ery and Market 
streets to Pioneer Hall.

President Rainey, after calling the 
gathering to order, extended them a 
welcome on behalf of the local or­
ganization. He said the j urneyinen 
of San Francisco and the citizens gen­
erally felt honored by the coming ot 
the convention and would do all in 
their p wer to make their stay pleas­
ant and agreeable. He expressed a 
hope that the deliberations of the del­
egates would result in much benefit 
for the craft at large.

President Rainey, on concluding his 
remarks, introduced the Rev. George 
A. Adams, of the F irst Congregational 
Church, who made the opening pray­
er. E. J . ‘Brandon, chairman of the 
state conference of bricklayers’ or­
ganizations, was the next speaker, 
and extended a welcome on behalf 
of the journeym en of the different sec­
tions of the state. He stated that al­
though the state organizations had 
only been affiliated w ith the inter­
national organization but a couple of 
year*  yet they were as loyal to  the 
laws of the body as any of the affil­
iated unions and would always loyally 
support the body in its principles and 
laws. He also spoke of the success 
which the local union had enjoyed in 
the 20 years of its existence. During 
that period the local organization 
never had a dispute of any conse­
quence with the employers, and had 
always aimed to work in harmony 
and good feeling for the best interests 
of the community.

Mayor Schmitz was next in tro­
duced. The mention of his name 
caused a burst of applause from the 
assembled delegates, which continued 
for several minutes.

Mayor Schmitz in his address took 
occasion to  extend a hearty  greeting 
to  the delegates, and said he would 
do everything he could to  make their 
visit in the city pleasant. He said 
the citizens esteemed it a great honor 
to  have the convention meet there. 
He said he believed that the delibera­
tions of the body would do much 
for the cause which the organization 
stands for and that he was proud to 
be able to  greet them as fellow union­
ists and wanted them to  all feel that 
they were am ong friends while they 
w ere in San Francisco.

J. K . ST A N T O N , M an ager
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At the conclusion of the M ayor’s 
speech another ovation was tendered 
him, while the band struck up a stir­
ring national air.

The Rev. Father J. P. MeQuaide, 
of the H oly Redeemer Church, then 
spoke, and was followed by William 
J. Bowen, president of the Interna 
tional Union, who thanked the Mayor 
and the preceding speakers for kindly 
greeting and good feeling.

Mr. Bowen then took charge of the 
convention. H e called for a short re 
cess in order to  give the delegates an 
opportunity to  shake hands with the 
Mayor. A fter the delegates had paid 
their compliments to the chief execu 
tive the committee on credentials pre­
sented its report. Then followed the 
seating of the delegates and the dis- 
tributiep of badges, after which an ad 
journm ent was taken for lunch.

W hen President Bowen called the 
convention to  order again at 2 o ’clock, 
it was learned that the trunk with the 
reports and other printed m atter had 
not arrived, but had been delayed in 
transit somewhere between Los An 
geles and San Francisco. It was there­
fore decided that an adjournm ent 
should be taken until 9 o’clock next 
morning.

President Bowen announced the ap­
pointm ent of John Pettingill, of Lew 
iston, Me., as assistant secretary, and 
T. M. Smith, of San Francisco, as 
sergeant-at-arm s. He also appointed 
a press committee, consisting of Al­
bert Cope, of Decatur, 111.; E. A. Mof­
fett, of Philadelphia, and E. J. Bran 
don, of San Francisco.

One of the principal questions that 
will come before the convention will 
be the enforcement on the New York 
unions of a resolution passed at the 
last convention by which any con­
tractor can install a fire-proofing ma 
terial provided he pays union wages 
and observes union conditions.

New York is the only city which 
has ignored this resolution. The fire 
proof brick used in large buildings 
forms 65 per cent of the bricklayers' 
w ork. The present agreem ent between 
the Mason Builders’ Association and 
the New York bricklayers contains a 
clause providing that the mason 
builders must install this work and 
must not sublet it. It is understood 
that the unions will stand by the 
agreem ent with the mason builders 
who in turn will pay 70 cents an hour 
after March 1, even if expulsion from 
the In ternational Union is the result.

Half Holidays for Building Trades.
On January 7 the general half holi­

day in San Francisco was inaugurated 
in the building trades industry in ac­
cordance with an agreement made be­
tween the Affiliated C ontractors’ As­
sociation and the Building Trades 
Council. The reduction of time will 
be at the expense of the men, who 
will hereafter receive pay for but five 
and a half days for a week's work, 
instead of on the basis of six days’ 
pay.

Ask for "Golden W est” Spices.

During the past two years there has 
been an exchange of visits between 
the State Federations of Labor of 
the States of W ashington and O re­
gon. These fraternal visits have re­
sulted in the formation of a commis­
sion whose purpose is the collection 
and compilation of information relat­
ing to wages and working conditions 
in the two states. This information 
is intended for the guidance and as­
sistance of unions in the two states 
in equalizing the wage scales in differ­
ent localities.

The representative of the Oregon 
State Federation, A rthur Brock, was 
in attendance at the W ashington State 
Federation of Labor convention, held 
in Everett, January 4 to 7, inclusive. 
In speaking of the convention and 
labor affairs generally in that state, 
Mr. Brock said:

“The convention was well attend­
ed, about two hundred delegates be­
ing present, and every town of any 
consequence being represented. The 
delegates report that the labor move­
ment is in very good condition. The 
deplorable factional fights that are 
developing into feuds, are the worst 
things tha t can be mentioned regard­
ing affairs in that state. Almost every 
town has tw o or three 'factions, and 
in addition to  this, there is a fight 
between Seattle on the one hand, and 
the combined forces of all the other 
towns in the state, with the result 
that Seattle hardly has a look-in at 
anything. My opinion is that both 
sides are more or less in the wrong, 
and that a little more charity and for­
bearance on both sides is necessary 
to allow them to get together and 
make a united stand against the com­
mon enemy.

“The convention re-elected practi­
cally the entire official staff, and en­
dorsed President Blackman for re­
appointment as Labor Commissioner.

“A program was outlined looking to 
an aggressive campaign during the 
present session of the Legislature, in 
pushing legislation of a character ben­
eficial to  working people. The fel­
low servant bill- will receive the prin­
cipal support, the executive board of 
the Federation having instructions to 
push this law regardless of what hap­
pens to  other bills.

“Some fifty resolutions were con­
sidered by the convention, most of 
them declaring for a betterm ent of 
the condition of working people.

“The next convention will be held 
in Aberdeen.

“The City of Everett is well o r­
ganized, with about twenty-five or­
ganizations. The unions own. free of 
debt, a labor temple. This property 
is easily worth $6000 or $7000, and 
so far as 1 know is the only labor 
temple in the N orthwestern states. 
It serves to bind the unionists more 
closely together, and in this particu­
lar, Everett unions are well w orthy 
of emulation by those of other cit­
ies.”

Regarding the work of the fraternal 
commission, Mr. Brock said:

“The W ashington convention de­
clared in no uncertain term s for a 
continuance of the commission. The

Make an Early Start.
There will be a meeting on Sunday 

of the committee appointed by the 
Iron City Central City Trades Coun­
cil to make arrangem ents for enter­
taining the American Federation of 
Labor convention, to be held in P itts­
burg next November. The committee 
is said to favor Old City hall for the 
business session, but some of the la­
bor leaders argue that the place is 
entirely too small. The latter claim 
that Machinery hall of the exposition 
would be more suitable.

The principal m atter to be taken up 
Sunday is the question of securing 
sufficient funds to w arrant giving the 
visiting delegates an entertanm ent 
never excelled by any city where the 
A. F. of L. has convened. The plan 
under contemplation places the enter­
tainment fund in the hands of the 
public, and not to  confine it to the 
labor officials.

It is the intention of the committee 
to have a committee of fifteen. Five 
of these to  be appointed by Mayor 
Hays, two by the Chamber of Com­
merce, two by the M erchants’ and 
M anufacturers’ Association, and six 
by the labor organizations. The five 
to be appointed by Mayor Hays shall 
be exclusively business men and not 
politicians. It is proposed to have 
this committee arrange plans to  soli­
cit money and deposit it in some 
bank which shall report daily the 
am ount received from such subscrip­
tions.

The committee of fifteen will not 
be expected to  arrange for the en­
tertainm ent. but merely to act as 
guarantors that money collected for
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Shirts and

J L Overalls
“A Little Better Than Seems Necessary”

FLEISGHNER, MAYER & GO.
MAKERS

Lodging, 25 Cents 
Meals, 20 Cents

Board and Lodging, $4-5° 
per week, and upward.

commission presented a report, a copy 
of which I will give you. There was 
no opposition to its continuance, and 
the sentim ent of the convention was 
in favor of carrying out to  the full 
extent the fraternal plan.

“The W ashington delegates for the 
next term will be A. P. Arkins, of 
Anacortes, T. F. Burns, of S ea ttle  
and H. L. Green, of Aberdeen.”

The report presented is as follows:
. “The joint fraternal commission, 

composed of delegates to  the two 
conventions of the States of Oregon 
and W ashington, beg leave to report 
as follows:

“W hile the members of the com­
mission have not given the m atter the 
attention it deserves, it has been be­
cause of other duties, and not be­
cause of a lack of interest in the 
work.

“However, after consultation, as to 
the work accomplished, and the pros­
pects for the future, we have come 
to the following conclusions:

“The unions and union men and 
women of the two states have not, 
apparently, grasped the importance of 
the movement, and have not co-oper­
ated with the commission to the ex­
tent that would make the commis­
sion a success. A nother thing that 
has ham pered the commission has 
been the lack of funds to prosecute 
the work. W e say this in no critical 
or fault-finding spirit. We know that 
the organizations we represent need 
all the money they can raise, and that 
other departm ents of the organiza­
tions are of probably more im port­
ance than this work.

“Further, we would say that we do 
not believe the unions of the two 
states have availed themselves of the 
information gathered by the commis­
sion.

"This leaves as the only thing to 
be said in favor of the plan, the spirit 
of fraternity  that is being cultivated 
between the two state organizations. 
This is a benefit that cannot be meas­
ured in dollars and cents, but it is 
undoubtedly possible to  weld together 
the union men of these two states so 
that they can work together for mu­
tual benefit.

“The continuation of the fraternal 
commission, however, will entail more 
work and more expense than was 
at first contemplated, and this com­
mission is not prepared to recom­
mend a continuance without laying 
before the two State Federations the 
full situation as we see it.

“ If the unions affiliated with the 
two S v te  Federations are prepared 
to undertake the work of rendering 
full reports to  the commission, cov­
ering w hatever inform ation may be 
desired, and also appropriate funds 
for the collection and compilation of 
such information, the commission can 
be njade of great benefit to unionists 
of the two states.

“But if the two Federations are 
not prepared to  follow this course, 
and the commission is expected to  go 
along as it has, we would probably 
better stop where we are and save the 
money now being spent on the move­
ment.”
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Order oj Washington

I s  a M odern F ra tern a l Society an d  
L eads A ll O thers

If you w ant to know all about the Order and
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J . L . M itchell
615 Marquam Bldg.

Phone Main 642 Portland, Oregon
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entertainm ents will be properly 
handled.—Pittsburg  Labor Tribune. ------------------------I --------- -

STILL A UNION LAUNDRY.
T h e  Federated T rades L au n d ry  has 

changed hands and Is now operating  
under the  m anagem ent o f  S tein  Bros., 
under the nam e o f C olum bia L aundry , 
T h e  business w ill con tinue  to operate 
under union conditions at the  sam e loca­
tion, S ev en teen th  and Q uim by ^Streets. 
T h e  C olum bia L aundry  is the only union 
laundry  in the  city , and is en titled  to the 
support o f  union labor.

I
Warning to Workingmen.

D. I. Murphy, secretary of the P an­
ama Canal Commission, has sent out 
the following notice:

“The laboring people of the coun­
try  should be on their guard against 
6O-called labor exchanges, which are 
holding out promises of employment 
on the Panam a canal and exacting a 
fee of a dollar or two from each ap­
plicant. A concern in one of the 
Eastern cities is sending broadcast 
circulars urging early registration, 
with the assurance that the earliest 
to register will naturally he in line 
for the best places tha't are open. Of 
course, the Isthm ian Canal Commis­
sion would give no countenance to 
such contemptible schemes of sharp­
ers, whose object is to  separate the 
laboring man from his hard-earned 
dollar.”

ASK YOUR GROCER

FOR

UNION MEAT GO’S
FAMOUS SUGAR CURED HAMS, 
BREAKFAST BACON AND PURE 
KETTLE RENDERED LEAF LARD

ALL OUR MEATS, BOTH FRESH 
AND CURED, ARE.GOVERNMENT 
IN S PECTED ----------------------

See that your crackers and fancy 
pastry comes from the W estern Bak­
ing Co., O regon's home independent 
concern.

UNION MEAT CO.
CORNER FOURTH AND GLISAN STS.

TELEPHONE 833 PORTLAND, ORE.


