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her that no money on earth could 
bring back to me what I and my 
babies had given up to the company, 
and how could I sell my happiness 
for $150?

“ Mrs. Hindes answered that she 
considered it a liberal sum—a very 
liberal sum indeed. ‘Furtherm ore,’ 
she said, ‘the m eter and service men 
have made up a fund of $314. If you 
do not sign the paper releasing the 
company, that sum, or the most of it, 
will be withdrawn.- Today another 
and longer paper came from the com­
pany. I suppose they think because 
it is longer that I will be frightened 
and will sign. But I am not fright­
ened. 1 am not even angry—my heart 
is like it was turned to stone.”

And this is corporation philan­
thropy—not all, but most of them.

San Francisco has been character­
ized by the enemies of organized la 
bor as a “union-ridden city," but the 
13,000 Knights Tem plar who meet in 
that city the first week in September 
in conclave will hardly admit that 
this is true. Labor Day occurs on 
September 3, the same day the Tem p­
lars hold their m onster procession, 
and while over fifty trades unionists 
will march in the streets in a great 
spectacular procession, they have 
given the Knights Tem plar the right- 
of-way, and have shown them every 
courtesy due a guest. In fact the man 

Entered at the Postofflce as second-class agers of the Knights Tem plar dem- 
— >—  on ,oon onstration and the trade unions are

working together so that both affairs 
will prove a grand success. The 
Tem plars will be given the street 
first. After they have concluded 
their pageant they will retire and the 
labor unions will take possession of 
the streets. The Templars have in­
vited the union members and their 
families to occupy their review stand, 
which seats 3000 people, and the invi­
tation has been accepted. The Bar­
bers’ Union has voted to keep open 
shop on Labor Day, for no other rea­
son than the accommodation of the 

I visiting Templars. This is a consid- 
i erable personal sacrifice, as Labor 
' Day is the only holiday that they 
' have all to themselves. It is this 
broad-minded, public-spirited policy 

i that has made union labor popular 
age, and the funeral expense put 1 .•
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CORPORATION PHILAUTY.
The philanthropy of some of the 

big capitalistic enterprises is exem­
plified by a case in San Francisco. 
On August, 2 Michael Egan, a trusted 
and faithful employe of the San Fran-1 
cisco Gas & Electric Co., was suf­
focated in the service of the company 
while repairing a pipe in a trench. 
Michael Egan was an honest and in­
dustrious workman, a devoted hus­
band. and father of three handsome 
little children. He was poor, but 
m anaged to make a good living for 
his little family, but did not get 
enough wages to  lay any money 
aside for a rainy day. About a year 
ago they lost a daughter six years of

the course of a few minutes started rates were to be fixed I he first 
a conversation with the conductor firms mentioned have earned out 
about the butchers’ strike in Chicago term s of this agreement in its en- 
with the meat trust. The conductor tirety, but the I • & • or 111
replied that the butchers were get- and the Russell & Erwin o., i 
ting just what they needed, where- also as the American Hardware L< ,  
upon the business man fairly grew have failed to do so, am t le 
white with rage. “You,” he said, “a firm has also notified our officials that 
man who works for a living, denounc- it would not carry out the erm 
ing the endeavors of wage-earners to provisions of the agreement it was a 
place themselves above the level of party to,
the serf. 1 have been in Chicago and Since the first circular was sent out 
saw it all. 1 have never worked with by this union, August 14, 1303. N a- 
my hands, or for another man in my tioiial organization has ma e every 
life but I am in sympathy with the effort to have this question taken up 
Chicago butchers, and you had aught with the association representing 
to be, for they are right. You had these two firms; repeated promises 
aught to be ashamed of yourself to were made that this wou « >e < ne, 
express yourself in that kind of a but finally it became apparen , 
way." By this time the business man through the correspondence receive 
had reached his street and gave the ! from the officials of the ationa 
signal for the car to stop and let him j Founders’ Association, that t tey < e 
off, but before he could alight sev- dined to take up this question upon 
eral well-dressed men shook him by its individual merits.
the hand, although they were strang­
ers to each other, and told him that 
he voiced their sentiments.

The com mittee on Labor Day is

In view of these conditions, the Na­
tional Executive Board of the Iron 
Molders' Union of North America 
have granted us authority to continue 
the strike against these two firms

actively engaged in raising funds and and have also accorded us he h im . 
preparing a program  o f  afternoon cial support of the organization, and 
^ r t s  The money derived from the the power to place these firms upon 
receipts of the gates in excess of ac- the unfair list, as no - c e p t
tual expenses will go to  the leather- ing this, is left to us if we art 
workers, who have been forced into enjoy .be term s of the agreement. We 
idleness for the past several months now request you to  assist us ini our 
by the bosses. If the Citizens’ Alii- righteous cause by appointing 
ance can see anything in it for either mittees, and sending them ^ e v e r  
party or the community to keep men possible for the purpose of informing 
o u t ’of work, or employ them at s ta r - ' all who might have an interest - n 
vation wages, they are welcome to it. the m atter that all of the products 
1, is a pity, however, that they escape of the American H ardw are Co com- 
the actual burdens of the situation, posed of the P. & F. Corbin Co. and 
Assuming that they are sensible and the Russell & Erw .n Co., n.anufactur-

ers of locks and builders' hardware 
are on the unfair list.

F raternally yours,
D EN N IS O 'K E E F E , 
R O B ER T SPEN CE, 
CH A RLES BA ISD EN , 

Approved: Committee.
JOS. F. V A LE N T IN E ,

President I. M. U. of N. A. 
Address all communications to 

Chas. Baisden, 57 Madison St., New 
Britain, Conn.

in Sail Francisco. There is no doubt
I that labor unions have been stigma- 
| tized for things that it is wholly in- 

when his life was snuffed out by the ent of but this was done by ene.
accident. I nljes alld accepted by people who

But a few hours after the poor wife ! -
and m other had been advised of her 
great and irreparable loss the com­
pany sent a female adjuster, who is ' to  , he bne lt woujd not be long un- 
» relative to one of the officials of , ___ i.i

Michael Egan in debt $100. 
am ount he was gradually reduc ing■

were ignorant of the facts. H ow ­
ever. if labor unions would be more 

I liberal, and not try to hew too close

the company, and in the midst of the
i til the public would recognize the
| merits of its endeavors, and turn a 
deaf ea£ to the pratings of itsgrief of the heart-broken woman, e n - j deaf eâ  to the pratings of its op- 

8 i presser*  It hardly pays an individ-deavored to persuade her to sign 
“quit claim,” in full settlem ent of her , 
claim against the com pany for $130. ‘
This Mrs. Egan refused to do; n ° t | to ' time tQ ¡mprove its condition, ask- 
because the amount was so small, but
because it seemed to  her that she was I o{“the peopIe w ho hold the balance of 
selling the life o f  her husband, whom 1 If , hp disor
she loved as she did her children. |

to be wholly selfish, let alone an 
■ organization that endeavors from time 
to time to improve its condition, ask- 

I ing at the same time the endorsement 
of the
public

1 ua

tion t<
sentiment. It is the disposi- 
give the other fellow some of
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N e w  Y o rk  H a ts

$ 3

liberal men, it would change com­
pletely the attitude they have shown 
thus far.

According to street talk the finan- 
ial condition of Portland is in had 

condition. It is said that since the 
revenues that were extorted from the 
gamblers of $3000 per month had been 
cut off it would be necessary to re­
trench in some of the city’s depart­
ments. If some of this retrenchm ent 
had been industriously applied in the 
past the City of Portland would not H eadquarters American Federation of 
now need this blood money to carry , Labor.
on its departm ents, and the property ! W ashington, D. C., July 20, 1904.

To .All Organized Labor and Friends

-dh.

owners would not be compelled to 
pay tbe exorbitant tax of 40 mills 
either. As usual the mending process 
has not been begun until the gar­
ment is almost a total wreck.

M O LD ER S IN D O R SED .

Organized Labor Asked to  Taboo 
Certain Goods.

New Britain, Conn., Aug. 15, 1904. 
To the Officers and Members of O ur

Sister Unions, Greeting:

Greeting: The executive council of 
the American Federation of Labor 
lias made a thorough investigation of 
the complaint of the Iron  M olders’ 
Union o f  N orth America against the 
American H ardw are Company (com 
posed of the P. & F. Corbin Co. and 
the Russell & Erwin Co.), mantifac 
turers of locks and builders' hard 
ware, and find the complaint well 
founded. An effort was also made by 
the executive council for an adjust-

Now she is deprived of her only sup- , gnQ“ thjngg {hat hag made San 
port, with three little children to care , p rancisco tbe strongest big union 
for and the youngest only six months , continen,
old. _________________ _

H er husband's fellow w o r k m e n --------------------------"
raised am ongst themselves a purse of The mission of the Portland Labor 
a couple of hundred dollars, but this Press is to exploit the beliefs and 
am ount will not be sufficient to clear ( doctrines of organized labor in a dig 
the debt of the child a year ago and nified and conservative manner, wrth- 
the funeral expense of her dead hits- out assuming that the working peo- 
band. jple are the heirs to all of the ills,

Very simply, and entirely without , and that capitalists are all industria 
malice. Mr.-. Egan explains why she brigands and slave drivers. The pur 
d o e s  not want to  sign the document pose of the labor press throughout

— - , , .« , . . . . . . .  I t , ♦ L .. 1 *z» • ♦ zs ••.vhich offers her $130 in full settle­
ment of her claim against the cor­
poration.

“ If I put my name to it,” she says, 
“ it is like saying that I was taking 
$130 in payment for my dear hus­
band's life and love and devotion— 
my good, kind husband. Not all the 
money in the gas com pany—no, nor 
all the gold in San Francisco can pay 
me back for what I have lost.

“My husband died for the company. 
His life may be nothing to  those 
rich men, but if he had been spared 
to  his little ones he would have earned 
many and many times that sum to 
care for and educate them. I must 
go out to work for their bread in his 
place. And there are the burial plot 
and undertaker’s bill yet to be paid. 
I need the $130. but I cannot acknowl­
edge in writing that my dear bus- 
band's dead body is worth such a sum 
—no. I cannot.

“ But Mrs. H indes says I m ust sign 
or I will get nothing. It is not for 
me to  dispute so grand a lady who 
perhaps thinks she is kind. At first 
she offered me $100. I refused to 
sign a ‘quit claim’—that is what she 
called it—for $100. She came again 
and left this paper for $150. I told 
her it would be signing away my 
children's rights. She said that I had 
better not antagonize so rich and 
powerful a com pany; that if I had 
any idea of suing for damages I had 
better give it up. ‘The gas company 
has enough money to  buy up all the 
lawyers in the city,’ she said. You 
see, I have no money at all to hire 
a lawyer with, and I do not doubt 
what Mrs. H indes said. But I told
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„  , zv vr 1 ♦«,. m ent of the dispute, w ithout a suc-Brothers: On May 1. 1902, the 1
, , , , , . 1 0  „ o cessful result, the company manifestmolders employed by the Russell & . .„ 1 . n mg its unwillingness to be fair in theErw 11 Co., of New Britain, manufac- _  , , .<. , , , , , , , , matter. For the above reasons theturers of locks and builders hardware., . „ firm executive council has approved themade a request on the hrm tor an » i t  • e• 1 i action of the Iron  M olders Union ofadvance of 10 per cent on the wages D*“  ,

. . . „ „ „ j  North America, and its locals, in
being paid. The m atter was tl.se« se ^ c in g  the American H ardw are Co. 
with the firm for a month or so. and. , P p  &
after the visit of our national officer 1 '  _alter m e v . .„ ¡ E r w in  Co.), m anufacturers of locks
1 lip firm referred the question to the . , , , , r •the firm ,4 ! and builders’ hardw are on the unfair
National Founders Association.

the country is to appeal to the better 
elements of mankind, and act as a 
medium of education and defense 
against the attacks of the subsidized 
press. This kind of policy may not 
suit a certain class of men that can 
see no virtue in their own govern­
ment, her people and their customs 
but that doesn't m atter. The Labor 
Press is after the class of working 
men who have brains, and who are 
anxious to acquire them. Men who 
are willing to reason together and act 
with calm deliberation. At die same 
time it should expose rascality in 
whatever strata of pnlitiqpl or social 
society it is found, at the same time 
willing to be charitable according to 
the intent and issue involved. This 
policy of the Portland Labor Press 
has led one o f our best business men 
in the city to rem ark; “ If every la­
boring man in the City of Portland 
would read the Labor Press as care­
fully as I do, and act upon its advice, 
the whole movement in the city would 
be away ahead of where it is today. 
I read the paper carefully each issue 
and find in it many good things for 
the employer as well as the employe. 
It should be better patronized.” And 
acting upon his rem arks this gentle 
man is one of our substantial sup­
porters.

Preparations were made to  take up 
the question with this association, 
but shortly after the Toronto  conven­
tion the firm notified the molders that 
they had withdrawn the m atter front 
the hands of their association and 
that they would take it up again with 
their employes. W hen they did so, 
however, it was to inform them that 
they would not grant the request. 
I.ater a conference was held, at which 
the representatives of the two asso­
ciations failed to  agree.

Seeking a peaceful solution of the 
situation, we allowed our request to j 
be held in abeyance until tbe confer­
ence that was held in New Haven in 
January, 1903. This conference, after 
two days’ session, adjourned for sev­
eral days, and during the interval be­
tween conferences a number of our 
members were discharged, their 
places being filled by laborers. This

and builders' hardw are on the unfair 
list.

W e urge all trade unionists and our 
friends to render every assistance 
within their power to  bring this com­
pany to  a realizing sense of its duty 
to  the organization and the men in 
interest.

F raternally  yours,
SAME. G O M PERS, 

President A. F. of L.

W e hereby request that all unions 
affiliated with the O regon State Fed­
eration o f Labor comply with the fol­
lowing petition.

C. H. GRAM,
GEO. E. SH A V ER, President. 

Secretary-T reasurer.

W hite Men Preferred
The employment of Japanese w ork­

men in the C. S. Mumby shingle mill
in Olympia, W ash., which for a time p la c e s  DCIIlg l l l ic u  u )  louuivia. , , 1 1

action being a direct violation of the | threatened to extend to  the other 
firm's obligation as a member of the shingle mills of the city, has come
National Founders' Association, the 
firm's attention was called to  this vio-

to an end.
Following an agreem ent recentlyn m i  a u a i u v u  w a s  v o h v u  ».w

lation of the agreement between the made by which union weavers began 
two associations by the officers o f . work in the Lea mill at Tum water, 
the National Founders'A ssociation, as at a tem porary reduction of 10 per 
well as those of the I. M. U. of N. A„ cent, in wages, Mr. Mumby an- 
but the firm declined to  be governed nounced that he would employ white 
by their own laws or the spirit of men on the same term s. The Japa- 
equity. Later on another situation nese workmen have been gradually 
arose in the foundry through the ef replaced by white men, as the latter 
forts being made to further weaken ■ could not be obtained. Last Monday 
our shop organization, and we have the mill closed down for two weeks, 
since endeavored to peacefully adjust and it is announced that when it 
the m atter, but w ithout avail. starts again the last of the Japanese

In January, 1903, an agreement was workmen will have been replaced, 
entered into in the city of New Ha- The amicable settlem ent of the 
ven, between the National Founders’ question of employing Japanese shin-
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Carmen’s Hospital Association. The following extract from a circu-
One of the grievances of the street lar issued by the association will give 

carmen of this city under the old re- an idea of the service rendered dur- 
gime in the local street railway ser- ing the last year:
vice was the exaction by the M arket- “Dr. F. W. Simpson, of the first 
street company of m onthly “hospital district (2594 Mission stree t), has 
fees” from each employe. Many of treated 1474 patients, and these pa- 
the men were affiliated with fraternal tients made 3105 visits to  Dr. Simp- 
orders which paid sick benefits and son. Dr. A. S. Keenan of the sec- 
o thers for various reasons o b jec ted , ond district (room  411, 927 M arket) 
to the paym ent of this “hospital fee,” has treated 1105 patients, who made 
consequently when the strike oc- 1956 visits to him. Dr. Leo L. Mein- 

inger of the third district (807 Suttercurred the abrogation of the compul- '

A street car conductor tha t runs 
over the river to the East Side came 
in for a pretty  rebuke the other day 
by a business man who does not 
have to  work with his hands, and 
never belonged to a labor union. He 
was sitting in the vestibule, along 
with a number of other men, and in

Association, on behalf of all its mem­
bers in Connecticut m aking locks and 
builders’ hardw are (these firms were 
the Yale & Tow ne Co., J. B. Sargent 
& Co., P. & F. Corbin Co., and Rus­
sel & Erwin Co.)—and the Iron Mol­
ders’ Union of North America, on be­
half of its members employed by the 
above named fihns. This agreement

gle weavers is largely due to the mer 
chants of Olympia, who have aided 
Mr. Mumby in coming to  an agree­
ment with the white workmen and in 
securing a crew from among their 
number.

Plumbers are perhaps the best paid
....... -  ___  ----------- of any mechanics in the City of Mex-

established a standard by which wage ico. They get from $2 to  $4 a day.

sory fee system was demanded by 
the men and agreed to by the com­
pany. Some time thereafter a num­
ber of the street carmen -determined 
to organize a hospital association of 
their own, and the plan was put into 
practical operation on August 1, 1903, 
under the name, Street Railway Em ­
ployes’ Hospital Association. The as­
sociation is governed by a board of 
nine directors, and it has been a suc­
cess from the beginning, and has a 
healthy hank account at this time. 
The city is divided into three dis­
tricts, a physician to attend the mem­
bers of the association being located 
in each district, and the members 
have also the privilege of consulting 
a specialist engaged by the associa­
tion.

street) has treated 967 patients, and 
these patients made 2243 visits to  the 
doctor. Dr. A. W. Kirk, specialist 
for the association (room 611, 927 
M arket), has treated 436 patients, who 
made 1738 visits to him. Total num ­
ber of patients treated by the four 
doctors, 4036: total number of visits 
for the four doctors, 9042; total num ­
ber confined in the various hospitals, 
57. Members have received all medi­
cines and supplies, which alone, pur­
chased by the individuals, would 
amount to  thousands of dollars. Take 
for illustration: The cost to  the in­
dividuals of 9042 visits at $2 a visit, 
would amount to the enorm ous to tal 
of $18,084, which alone is consider­
ably more than half of all the dues 
collected for the entire year, and that


