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S A M U E L  G O M P E R S

W h a t Veterans in the L ab or M o v e - I ’ " “ ' " " "  dOeS n ° ‘ " ° rk an in* " c- 
m ent T h in k  of H im . o r«an* « d  labor and its

Ir.ends in the m atter of expressing au 
O f course, the re-election o f  Sam- preciation of the rare good fortune

uel Gompers, president of the Amen-1 ,hat has blessed them  with a conn 
can Federation of Labor, was a "well- scllor and servant whose voice will 
deserved com pliment to that gentle- be heard and heeded above the dispu 
man. But that stereotyped form ot Ia,j„ ns in the camp of friend or foe 
expressing gratification at the event ~
does not give adequate voice to  the

-Coast Seam en’s Journal.

Journal's  sentim ents in the m atter 
T o  say that the election of President ' 
Gom pers was a "well-deserved com- ! 
plim ent to  the Federation and the ' 
labor movement is to  state the case 
with better regard for the signifi­
cance of things.

In point of intelligence, the per­
sonnel of the Federation 's annual con­
ventions will com pare favorably with 
that of any assem blage in the land. 
T he fact that each convention for 
m any years past has indorsed the ac­
tion of its predecessors in their choice 
of officers, by re-electing them, is an 
evidence that the m em bers of the 
executive council m easure up to the 
highest standard of capacity am ong 
the delegates, plus the experience a f­
forded by the opportunities of their 
office. This much said and suggested 
with reference to  the colleagues of 
P resident Gompers, there remains 
much to be said concerning Gom- 
pers himself, most, if not all. of which 
the m em ber- of the executive council 
and o thers best qualified to speak 
from personal knowledge will doubt­
less attest.

Simple candor compels the ac­
know ledgm ent that in Samuel Gom- 
pers the American Federation of L a­
bor and the labor m ovem ent of the 
world at large possesses a leader of 
richest intellectual endowm ent, of 
profoundest moral convictions, and of 
devotion without reserve or consid­
eration. Applied to alm ost any other 
contem porary character of whom the 
Journal has knowledge, either per­
sonal or general, these term s would 
b e  regarded as extravagant: applied 
to  Gompers. these term - imply no th ­
ing m ore than is w arranted by truth 
ano demanded by justice. This paper 
has closely followed the actions of 
P resident G om pets during the 1C 
year- of its existence, always with a 
keen in terest in his * conduct, fre­
quently  with the special interests of 
the seamen in view. T hroughout this 
entire period the Journal has found 
the president of the American F edera­
tion of Labor unw avering in his sense 
of duty, untiring in the discharge of 
the tasks imposed upon, or antici­
pated by, him. In each of the many- 
crises that have occurred during his 
incumbency President Gompers has 
risen superior to the need- of the oc­
casion. By clear and comprehensive 
mental grasp, by calm and courageous 
exposition. he has conserved, 
strengthened and dignified the posi­
tion of organized labor. In each of 
these em ergencies other men have es­
sayed to  guide the destinies o f o rg a n -1 
ized labor, and, having made their 
play to  passion, prejudice or false 
sentim ent, have passed into obscur­
ity. Gompers alone, of all men who 
have assumed the leadership of labor 
in the past tw enty years or more, still 
stands in front. In each tim e of trial 
Gompers has proved himself the 
"man of the hour,” rising into com ­
m anding eminence and enlarging the 
potency of his counsel in proportion 
to  the pressure of the difficulties su r­
rounding organized labor.

Today, in the face of a crisis which 
prom ises to dwarf all events of the 
past. Samuel Gompers stands well in 
front, indisputably one of the world's 
greatest men, and easily the leader of 
America's moral forces. The rule 
tha t m onum ents should not be erected 
nor biographies w ritten until the ob­
jects of them  are in their graves is

labor above all.
E xtrac ts  F ro m  an Address by P ro f  

A. W . Sm all.
Prof. Small, of the Chicago U niver­

s ity . takes the position that produc­
er- have moral rights and capital sim ­
ply legal rights. He says:

"The only thing that deserves finan­
cial rew ard is labor. Capital, as such, 
deserves none. The political econo­
m ists' king standing theory concern 
ing the productivity of capital has 
been the basis for an unlim ited num ­
ber of fallacies in social thinking and 
adjusting.

1 he oiil” just basis for rew ard is 
production. Capital is only a machine 
that helps labor in producing. The 
present legal right that capital enjoys 
is all wrong. Capital has this legal 
right simply because our statu tes give 
the right. I here is nothing tnorally 
right about it.

1 he paym ent o f  reward to capital 
i- not an individual right. The capi­
talist does not get a rew ard because 
he has a right to it. but because so­
ciety considers it a social convenience.

Rew ard for labor is a personal 
right and not a contract right. N o t  
until this principle is accepted will 
there be a just basis for rew ard. The 
idle capitalist is not a producer, no 
m atter what the receipts on his bonds

he earns. It his wage is a m oderate 
one add his ability to  produce enor­
mous it is not just to say that his 
wage shall be determ ined by the man 
with the capital back of him instead 
of his real personal worth. So long 
a- capital determ ines the wage it will 
be an unjust wage.

“This is not a socialistic theory, for 
I believe in individual w orth and that 
the individual should be rew arded to 
the extent of his ability to produce.

The sort of justice that gives the 
same income to a man who never J 
works as to the laborer w ho toils for ! 
h is  wages is a very questionable sort 

f justice.
"O ur ideas concerning the distribu­

tion of wealth must be revised or we 
must regulate the power and the 
worth of this wealth. Ability to pro­
duce m ust become the real test of 
m erit, legally as well as morally.

F irs t m ust come a radical change 
in our ideas concerning property  
rights, then the o ther will speedily 
follow.”

than we would the loss of some lit­
tle, even trivial, ■sossession that 
brought com fort to us.

"George Reed was only a boy, and 
office “devil,” yet there are men in i 
the S tar com posing room, some of 
i hem gray, who will not hear George 

1 Reed's laugh again, and, not hearing ' 
a , will wonder why he had to be 
taken away. Just a boy learning a 
trade. A boy with a sunny dispo.i- 
tion, a good heart and a ready hand.! 
A boy th a t warmed his way into the! 
hearts of his fellows, a boy who did 
what he had to do faithfully and 'well.

"H e will be missed, and maybe, 
after all, he was g rea t.”
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FIRST NATIONAL BANK—
OF PORTLAND. OR.

Come am see Ils!

Designated Depository and Financial 
Agent of the United State«.

P resid en t................................... a. L. MILAS
Cashier... ............... J. w . NBW KIRK
Assistant Cashier...............W. C. ALVORD
Second A ssistant Cashier. B. F. STBJVBNS 

Letters of credit Issued, available In 
Europe and the Eastern States.

Sight exchange and telegraphic trans- 
' Y.or*f? Boston, Chicago,

* San Fran-

am ount to. The money is only 
m ean- to an end. Money will buy mills 
to help labor, but it is not the mifc 
that produces it—it is labor.

"At the present society is willing to 
let the owners of capital, like those 
who inherit it, loaf around.

“T hese loafers may be put into two 
classes, viz., those that do not w ork 
at all, but live on the interest of their 
money, and those that do some work 
to adv ance their enterprises bought by 
inherited wealth.

T lie time will come w hen the idlers 
will get no reward and the semi-idlers 
will onlv get reward for what thev do.
1 he public will rule that the only in­
comes that are just are-w ages earned 
or salaries of public officers.

New laws, based on moral rights 
should determ ine property  privileges. 
Ib is would establish a property  right 

for labor, just as capital has a legal 
right today.

"There is nothing right in the law 
that perm its an enorm ous am ount of 
capital tii he organized into a corpora 
’ion. then to be protected  by legal 
right-, which, when they are applied 
to an individual, can be called nothing 
but moral rights, or the common right 
to work “for a living.

"There is no equality where one 
man with a million of inherited cap 
ital can determ ine the weal of a thou­
sand of his fellowmen. The personal 
element m ust control and not the 
m oney’s worth.

"The non-producer should not be 
entitled to orfe cent. E ither man who

O n ly  an A pprentice.

\ s  much for its rarity  as its in- 
intrinsic merit, says the T ypographi­
cal Journal, the followin'- leading edi­
torial on the death of one of it- com ­
posing room  em ployes is reproduced 
from a recent issue of the Indianap­
olis (Ind .) S tar:

"O nly an apprentice he was. "the 
devil,” in the parlance of the place 
where he worked; yet when his death 
became known, there was aiv im pres­
sive lull in the nlace that had known 
him. and not a few of those with 
whom he had worked brushed a tear 
aside.

"O ne doesn't have to be great to 
he missed. W ere a stately building 
to be razed, we would pass the place 
where it sto<->,| atl{j rem ark on the 
changed appearance. And yet we

JOHN DELLAR, F IR S T  ANO YA M H ILL  

STREETS, PORTLAND, ORE.

S t  Louin, St. 
cisco and the 
Northw est 
.  ^ish t bills drawn In sum s to
suit on London, Paris, Berlin. Frankfort- 
on-the-Main. Hong Kong, Yokohama, Cop­
enhagen. Christiania, Stockholm, 8 t  P et­
ersburg Moscow, Zurich, Honolulu. 

Collections made on favorable i«—>«

Paul, (h u u t ia ,___ _ ___
principal points tn the

W e  H a v e  M o v ed  T o

291 Morrison 8 t.,
Between 4th ind 5th 8te.

Marks Shoe Co.
N o Branch Stores

LOG CABIN BREAD
/»  the (wilt Of the toum. T S T  IT. A lo o u m e  
o / our M ie io u e  fh oevla te  Kulle. M ade  Ay (he

ALBINA BAKERY
H. r .  K IT T M A N K , Prop.

Phone E a tt 3 7 9  1 1 4  R U S S E L L  S T .

Tourist 
Car East

Suits, O vercoats and Shoes.

The reliable store, corner First and 
\a n ih ill, John D ellar's, makes large 
inducem ents on m erchandise, m en'- 
suits and overcoats w orth $15.00 and 
S'-’O.DO, for $8.50, $10.00 and $12.50; 
ladies', m en'- and children 's shoe-, 
worth $2.50, $3.50 and $1.00, for $1.25. 
$1.75 and $2.50; m en’s underw ear, 
worth 15c for $37>/jc; m en’s pants and
hat-, regular $3.00 grade, for $1.75.
I runks, valises, blankets and com fort­

ers cut from 50c to $2.00. It is w orth 
investigating this special -ale.

MERCHANTS' NATIONAL B A N K -  
PORTLAND, OR.

J FRANK W ATSON......................President
ft  w.
GEORGE W. HOYT........ Akrtet^it CaShl w
TRANSACTS A GENERAL BANKING  

BUSINESS.
Interest paid on tim e deposits 
Drafts and letters of credit issued, 

able In all parts of the world.
Collections a specialty. Gold duet bought

DAVID M. DUNNE & CO.
P ro p r ie to rs  O f  T h e

Paoenix Paint & Oil works
L U B R IC A T IN G  O IL S  o f  e v e ry  
d e s c rip tio n  fo r  M il ls ,  M in e e , and  
L o g g in g  M a c h in e ry  C om pounds, 
P a c k in g , e tc. F a m o u s  I I  rands  
P H O E N IX  C O T T A G E  P A IN T S

, avall- » O ffice and  F a c to ry  «

Cor. 19th and Sherlock Avenue

London a n d  san  Francisco  ba n k . 
LIMITED.

Chamber of Commerce Building. Third 
and Stark Streets.

Head office, EC Old Broad street, London.
Thia bank transacts a general banking 

business, m akes loans, discounts bills and 
ot cr? Ut available for trav- 

n n ^ c K !1 e? * .J >urchai?  ° f  merchandlae in 
5*ty ° i  the " orld- D»al» In foreign 

te rn  dep’S d u . W  interest paid on

w . A. MACRAE. Manager.

NOW IN PORTLAND

Dr. Stoddart

E. U. SOMvcarL W. T. Moon«

SCHLEGEL & MOORE
LINOTYPERS

Seoowo AND 8tark Streets

Room 84  
Union Block Po rtland . Ore.

Many experienced travelers 
prefer tourist sleeping cars 
for the transcon tinen ta l 
journey. The

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway

can arrange for your trip 
east in tourist cars, offer you 
choice of routes and save 
you money.

H. 8 . ROWE, 
Gsnsrsl Agent. 134 Third Street, Portland

Lodging, 20 and 25 Cents 
Meals, 20 Cents

PHONE MAIN 705
LEE M . C L A R K , P r esid ent  
G EO . M . O R T O N , M anager

MLLTNONAH P B I N T l S r c i )
WE PRINT

C O N S TIT U T IO N S , S Y -LA W 8, W ORKING  
O A R D8, LE TTE R H E A O 8. ENVELOPES  
IN  FA O T A N Y T H IN G  YOU M A Y  W ANT

FRONT STREET  
PORTLAND, ORE.

San
Francisco’s 

Pioneer | 
Specialist j

for Men

P r iv a te  
O ffice* a t

C O U N T Y  An d  b a n k  s u r p l u s

GLASS & PRUOHOMME GO.
P R IN T E R S

BLANK BOOK M A K E R S  
L ITH O G R A P H E R S  

123-123 Fir s t  St . Po r tl a n d , orc o o n

PRINTING $
BOOKBINDING

fcaí?uSt \ lld eSu‘PPed house in the 
Northwest. Every description of Printing 
and Special Blank Books to order. Get 
our prices. Telephones 31a.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY
3 1 9 -3 1 4  F irs t  S tree t

74 Sixth |
Street .. _______

Gor. Oak i FURM,TURE’ ST0VES- CARPETS
W M 4 X  I  T IN W A R E .  E T C .

N u tb r o w n  &  S o n
D e a le rs  in

N E W  A N D  S E C O N D -H A N D

I u7F°^ 27r7.eRr8 s P«clalist for men In Liebig 
World Dispensary, having just returned 
from his recent tour of Inspection, vlslt-

J Ing the colleges and hospitals of Europe 
obtaining Improved remedies and greater 
knowledge for the benefit of his numerous

J patient« on the Pacific Coast. Free con 
I suiting hours, 9 a. in. to k p m.
I •. Al,‘. con1r*ctlng for cures this week will

Iree ° Wed 006 month’8 8Pecl«I treatment

T IN W A R E .  E T C .

i Highest oash price paid for 2d-haud fUrulture 
Ore. P h on e P in k  400

110 -1 2 1  B u sse ll St. P ortland , Ore.

Union men should patronise the 
’ advertisers in their paper — bear 
' this in mind.

Board and Lodging, $4.00 
per week, and upward

Oregon Telephone, North 9*1

Hotel zur Rheinphalz
JOHN MATTHIESEN, Prop.

253-255 Front Street
Corner o f M adison Portland, Oregon
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FOR THE
A N N O U N C E M E N T

OF THE

Federated Trades 
Laundry
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