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NOT AN EVEN BREAK.
I t  has been the proud boast of the 

m em bers of the Associated Press 
th roughou t the country that the ser­
vice confines itself to  legitim ate news 
and  facts. Time and again the advo­
cates of the association have been 
heard to make these remarks. But 
is it true? O r has the Associated 
P re ss  been subsidized by capital to 
color reports of industrial disputes so 
a s  to  prejudice public opinion against 
o rgan ized  labor?

Tim e and again reports have been 
heralded abroad of a strike charging 
the unions with the m ost stupid and 
glaring irregularities, when subse­
quent investigation and reading of the 
local papers where the difficulty ex ­
isted  changes the complexion of the 
affair altogether.

I t is true that some very foolish 
and unlawful things are done in the 
name of organized labor, but these 
irregularities are becoming less fre ­
quent as m ore conservative and defi­
n ite  policy finds its way.

I f  property has been destroyed in a 
strike and the blame cannot be fixed 
upon union men. the reports read that 
it was done by “union sym pathizers,” 
who are in fact lawless loafers and 
hoodlum s, not the friends of any law- 
ab id ing  and well regulated organiza­
tion.

T here has hardly been a strike in 
our country during the past year that 
the men have not been cautioned 
against violence and irregularities by 
the leaders and officers of the union 
involved.

In  the reports of the livery men 
and hearse drivers’ strike in Cihcago 
it has been made to appear that fun­
erals were stopped, non-union driv­
ers pulled from their seats, and the 
sacredness of the dead blasphemed 
bv riotous actions of the strikers. A 
R ochester. N. Y„ paper even said 
th a t a funeral was stopped by a 
•walking delegate because the widow 
was using a handkerchief that did not 
contain the union label, in her lach­
rym al grief. In all o ther respects, 
the  report said, the funeral was con­
ducted according to the regulations of 
the union. The proceedings were 
Stopped, while the big, burly walking 
delegate purchased a fresh cigar and 
the  m ourning lady secured a labeled 
’kerchief.

Such nonsense as this finds little 
credence in a rational, thinking mind 
but it is absorbed and digested by 
those who despise trades unions, and 
•circulated as the truth.

In the Chicago Saturday Blade of 
January  2 the following paragraph, in 
a  report of the strike proceedings, ap­
pears :

“U p to last M onday ( December 28) 
there had been but one attack on a 
hearse and this was when it was being 
driven from the cemetery. Grossly 
exaggerated  reports of “rioting are 
continually being put out by the A s­
sociated P ress representative, who 
cares little for the tru th  so long as 
he c a n  “knock'' union labor. Union 
funerals are being held every day. 
with hearses, and union drivers on ; 
the box. There has been, however, a , 
lack of carriages.”

Again in ('•• '  ssociated P ress re - | 
p o rts  f n n  Chicago, dated December 
•tn. which appeared in the Oregonian 
under a sub-head. “Thieves Prom ptly 
on Scene.” in a report of the Iroquois i 
theater du  ster, is the following:

"Frederick  W. Job. secretary of the 
Chicago Em ployes’ Association, te le­
phoned to  W. D. M o o n , a livery 
stable proprietor at 2021 W abash 
avenue, asking that carriages be sent 
fo r the relief of the sufferers. Mr. 
Moon replied he would give his car­
riages for the work. l ie  la ter told 
Mr. Job that he notified the union 
headquarters, where the drivers who 
are now on strike were congregated, 
tha t he had donated the carriages, and 
asked if they would drive to the I ro ­
quois theater to help remove the 
wounded. Mr. Moon replied to  Mr

Job that they flatly refused to  do
so.”

At the same time, A lbert Young, 
president of the union, had prepared 
the following decree, which was the 
unanimous decision of the union at a 
special meetin™ and the same was 
distributed broadcast th roughout the 
city:

"Owing to the great disaster caused 
by the fire at the Iroquois theater, I 
do hereby declare a truce in the pres­
ent strike of undertakers and livery- 
drivers for 10 days, and do fu rther re ­
quest that every man now on strike 
report a t once to  his respective place 
of em ployment and do everything ill 
his power to  assist his em ployer in 
caring for the w ants of the public. 
W ages are to  have no consideration.

“A L B E R T  Y O U N G .”
Of course this appeared in a later 

issue, but the news was of such im ­
portance that it had to be given pub­
licity.

These instances m entioned are but 
a few of those appearing alm ost daily. 
W hether the discrim inate reports of 
the reporters against trades unions 
would be or are sanctioned by the as­
sociation as a whole we are unable 
to  say, but we doubt it. If it was 
left to the m em bers we believe that 
the opinion would prevail that news 
should be given based upon facts.

This belief however does not alter 
the fact tha t organized labor does 
not find favor in the reports of the 
Associated Press, nor does it receive 
an even break. I t is therefore left 
to a few new spapers in the country 
that adhere to the policy of “fair 
play,” and the labor press, to correct 
the false statem ents, but this neces­
sarily com es after the dam age has 
been done. O rganized labor is th e re­
fore additionally burdened by a biased 
press, and accredited with faults that 
it was never guilty of, although we 
are aware tha t at tim es it makes 
grievious m istakes, which any organi­
zation of m ortal men is heir to.

SAFETY OF TH EA TERS.
Though the horro r of the wanton 

destruction of nearly 600 lives at the 
Iroquois theater d isaster of Chicago 
on the afternoon of December 30 has 
diminished to  some extent in the 
public eye as the days roll by, it 
will be a long time before it is for­
gotten. The m isery and sorrow  oc­
casioned a t tha t time cannot be wiped 
out in a day, and to  those who lost 
their loved ones, never. A fter an ex­
haustive investigation by the city offi­
cials it has been found th a t the the­
ater was not constructed  according to 
the fire regulations of the city ch a r­
ter. and in fact there is scarcely a 
theater or public hall in Chicago that 
is. The m ayor has ordered every play 
house closed until they are passed 
upon by a board of inspectors, and it 
is said that m any of them  will have to 
remain closed or be torn  down and re­
built. Fire Inspector Fulkerson says 
that not a life would have been lost 
by fire if the ventilator o r skylight 
over the stage had been open, as it 
should have been. F urther, he says: 
“All the testim ony given me form s a 
story of incompetency, blunder, care­
lessness and neglect upon the part of 
the builders and m anagers of the 
theater.”

True, the theater m anagers have 
been arrested , but it is another case 
of locking the door after the horse 
is stolen. If they are convicted of 
m anslaughter it will not bring back 
the lives of the victims of that awful 
tragedy. Still, an example m ust be 
made of such crim inal negligence.

The public is invited to an am use­
ment, and pays for it. They are guar­
anteed safety or they would not a t­
tend. The laws o f  the city have been 
violated and the lives of the people 
jeopardized. Incom petent people are 
employed to operate dangerous 
things. T he result is a whirl-wind of 
fire and death. Shall the public suf­
fer all these things in silence? Many 
cities have been aroused by the Chi­
cago disaster, and m any theaters are 
being overhauled and closed. P o rt­
land. as usual, m ust have a sim ilar ex­
perience to  wake up. M anager Baker 
voluntarily declares tha t he will put 
in another exit and build a large tank 
over the stage. Mr. Baker is right. 
It is his duty to ju rround  the lives 
of his patrons with every safeguard. 
But he is the only one of the theater 
m anagers who have come to the front 
and there is no record of an investi­
gation being made by the citv au­
thorities of the others. The M arquam 
is a -plendid little theater, but its 
balcony and gallery are veritable fhe 
traps. If a disastrous fire should 
break out there people would be 
burned like rats. The whole inside 
o f the theate r—the three floors— 
-hould have a br "ad opening in to jh e  
alley-way.

In fact, theaters should be so con­
structed tha t one experienced man 
stationed at a given point, bv sim ­
ply starting  machinery into motion, 
in case of fire, wmld em pty the house 
in a few moments. Steel stafF  cu r­
tains should be used that could be 
dropped at the same time, and in­
stantly.

It is poor policy to  procrastinate in 
so serious a m atter, and Portland 
should be aroused to  the safety of 
her people by this fatal lesson.

The resignation o f  President Burt 
o f  the Union Pacific Railway Com ­
pany has been accepted as cheerfully 
by the m echanics em ployed in the 
service as it appears to  have been by 
the company. W hile Mr. Burt un ­
questionably was possessed of ex tra­
ordinary ability in the railroad busi­
ness, his determ ination to  carry  out 
his pet plan of inaugurating the piece 
system in the railroad shops brought 
on an eighteen m onths’ strike tha t 
played terrible havoc with the earn­
ing capacity of the road as well as 
nearly destroying all the rolling stock. 
Mr. Burt's failure to defeat the strik ­
ers caused Mr. H arrim an to  in te r­
fere. after which the strike was se t­
tled and the men returned  to  work. 
Since the agreem ent was made Mr. 
Burt has not kept faith w ith the men 
to  the letter, and grum blings have 
frequently been heard. W hile Mr. 
Burt declares that his resignation 
was voluntary, the im pression exists 
at Om aha and elsewhere tha t it was 
hastened on account of his inability 
to  get along with the men. The m er­
cenary attitude he displayed tow ards 
his employes has made him very un­
popular. and even though he can oper­
ate a road successfully in every other 
way the industrial troubles that he 
would incite would ultim ately force 
any railway system into insolvency.

Chief H unt congratulates himself 
upon keeping the “hobos m oving,” 
and he says this is the best way to 
keep down crime. T his tloes not 
tally with the fact that over 90 per 
cent of the hold-ups reported  to the 
police during the past year have been 
done by well-dressed men. By keep­
ing the “hobos m oving” it may be 
tha t some petty  crimes have been pre- j 
vented, but the really crim inal class ' 
do not come into nor go out of P ort- , 
land on a brake-beam. If Chief H unt 
would clear the city of tha t class of 
men who consort and live on the earn­
ings of professionally bad women citi­
zens would scarcely be knocked down 
and robbed in the very center of the 
business portion of the city within 
a stone’s throw  of Chief H u n t’s visit­
ing parlors. I t is the internal and 
unrestrained wickedness of a city 
that breeds violence, and if the police 
force would be turned loose upon the 
cribs and reso rts of m oral degener­
acy of our city the safety of our c iti­
zens would come nearer being as­
sured. __________________

O rganized labor of Salt Lake City 
and U tah have declared war against 
the M ormon Church because the of­
ficers of the church, it is said tried to 
supply men to fill the s trik e rs’ place- 
in the coal fields. This has been de­
nied by the church officials, who ad­
dressed the following note to  P resi­
dent Gompers, of the American F ed­
eration of Labor:

"A report having been circulated 
that the M ormon Church has used 
its influence against organized labor 
and has endeavored to fill the places 
of union strikers with non-union men, 
we hereby em phatically deny that the 
church over which we preside has 
taken any such step or issued any in­
structions on this m atter. The whole 
story originated in a falsfc new spaper 
report.”

President Cannon, of the church, 
adm its however that the notice was 
handed him by a coal com pany offi­
cial and read with o ther notices, as 
is the custom. No question of church 
influence, he says, was directly or 
indirectly connected with the reading 
of the notice._____________

Jam es M. Lynch, president of the 
International Typographical Union, 
who is considered one of the conser­
vative labor leaders of the country, 
believes that an industrial crisis is 
ttcar at hand. lie  assigns as the rea­
son the activity of em ployers op­
posed to labor unions organizing into 
em ployers’ alliances beaded by D. M. 
Parry. At the same time he thinks 
that the disastrous influences of the 
latter may be burked by the National 
Civic Federation. W hile Mr. Lynch 
is not apprehensive as to the sta ­
bility of organized labor to  stem the 
opposition he counsels m oderation 
and d ip lom acy’in dealing with em ­
ployers ra ther than a rash selection of 
the path tha t often leads to  radical­
ism, disruption and suffering. Finally, 
he says, “Let us be firm and unyield­
ing when th a t policy is necessary; 
conciliatory and reasonable when that 
is possible.”

The Louisville. Ky., branch of 
P arry 's  E m ployers ' A ssociation is 
ag itating  the passage of a law fixing 
the right of franchise upon a prop­
erty  basis of $200 w orth of real es­
tate. The reason alleged is to  m in­
imize the negro strength  at the polls 
“who sell their votes to the highest 
bidder.” T his professed campaign to 

, purify the ballot m ight have some 
i m erit if the real purpose was not to  
I underm ine the power of trades un- 
l ions, m any m em bers of which do not 
j own a foot’ of real p roperty  and do 
' not receive enouglt wages to acquire 
I it. but w ho are withal good citizens. 

T here appears to be a vicious purpose 
at the bottom  of their “purity  agita-

P resident W. C. Schardt, of the 
Chicago Federation  of Labor has 
nam ed a com m ittee of union repre­
sentatives to  report on the Iroquois 
theater fire. The unions seek to  prove 
that incom petent non-union em ployes 
caused the blaze-—-“pickup m en,” paid 
$1 per perform ance, while organized 
m em bers get $4.50. P articu lar stress 
is put by the labor leaders on the 
charges tha t the m anagem ent of the 
Iroquois refused to em ploy high-sal­
aried men to  handle the stage lights. 
I t is claimed tha t the m an who 
w orked the light that caused the fire 
was an apprentice.

zkccording to the health officer's re ­
port P ortland  is the second healthiest 
city. T here is no reason why it 
should not be first. W e have the best 
w ater on earth, the best climate, the 
best natural drainage, and altogether 
the best opportunity . All tha t is 
needed is to  raze the old m oss-cov­
ered. dilapidated buildings, tear up 
the decayed sidewalks and repjace 
them with concrete, keep the streets 
clean, pay m ore atten tion  to  the sew­
erage. and em ploy conscientious and 
industrious inspectors.

T his is the time when bosses are 
dem anding reduction of wages and 
laying off men. that the shrew d w age­
w orker will stick to his union closer 
than ever and go to the m eetings and 
discuss the causes, says the Roches­
te r (N. Y.) L abor Journal. T o  drop 
out will hasten the reduction and con­
sequent hardship, as the capitalists 
are quick to  take advantage of the 
disorganized condition of the w ork­
ers.

A w riter in the W ashington - Post 
thinks that the labor question m ight 
be satisfactorily  settled if labor were 
relieved of its ugliness. “Ju st w hat 
we have thought all the tim e,” says 
the W ashington U nionist, “and we 
would suggest that as a labor beau- 
tifier. th e re ’s nothing like a nice fat 
day's w ages.”

W AS N O T A BAD MAN.
Samuel Daily, the collar maker, 

who com m itted suicide last week, was 
a m em ber of the Leather W orkers' 
U nion and was buried by that o rgani­
zation D ecem ber 31. the rem ains be­
ing in terred  in the Lone Fir Ceme­
tery.

T he local papers reported his death 
and the m anner in which it occurred, 
and stated fu rther tha t Daily was a 
w orthless fellow. This the m embers 
declare is a mistake. Daily came 
from  Lincoln, Neb., several m onths 
ago with his wife and was unfortu­
nate in securing w ork in Portland. 
A t different tim es he w orked a day 
or so but could not procure steady 
em ploym ent, until his circum stances 
were reduced to  such an extent that 
he couid no longer support his wife. 
Ifis inability to  secure work and p ro ­
vide for her estranged them and she* 
left hint. This preyed so upon his 
tnind that he went to drinking liquor 
w henever he could get it a few days 
prior and up to the day he took 
poison. T he boys who knew him say 
that he was not a bad fellow and 
w orked w henever he could get it, but 
lie was sim ply unfortunate and be­
came despondent, which led to drink 
and then his death. Besides this he 
was confined to  the hospital for sev­
eral weeks shortly  after he arrived 
in Portland.

H is rem ains were given the same 
care and burial as would have been 
given any o ther m em ber of the L eath­
er W orkers ' Union.
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When You See it In Our “ Ad” It's So! j

T he L a rg est S to c k  o f

UNION MADE CLOTHING
in P ortlan d —is  to  b e  found at

Moyer Clothing Co.
Third and  O ak S tr ee ts

Taubenheimer $  Schmeer

Carpet and Furniture Company
166 and 168 f l r g t  Street

W e show a line of PURN ITU RE and CARPETS, CURTAINS 
and PORTIERES to fit any purse, whether it be for a PALACE
or for modest COTTAGE.-------- ¡- -  -------—--------------------
We have the goods. W e sell at LIVING  PRICES, LATEST 
STYLES and RELIABLE MANUFACTURERS.

T H F .  8 1 F P I . Y  H O V R E  O F  T H E

ELECTRIC LIGHTING*»«» POWER PLANTS
THE ONLY FULLY EQUIPPED SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST.

Portland General Electric Co.
PORTLAND, ORE.

NORRIS SAFE & LOCK CO.
70 First Street, Portland, Oregon

Are the only Agents that can sell you a HALL’S Safe 
that is branded with their name. Manufactured on 8pring 
Street, Cincinnati, for the past sixty-two

Second hand Safes always on hand.

Don’t get in NORRIS SAFE
the Wrong Store 70 First

years.

& LOCK CO.
Street


