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MORRISON STREET BRIDGE.
T he collapse of a section of the 

Morrison» street bridge last Friday 
afternoon, and the le tting  down of 
150 people, and the serious injury  of 
half th a t num ber cannot be fairly 
charged  against the people, as care­
lessness or thoughtlessness on their 
part. That the bridge was unsafe is 
proven by the decayed tim ber that 
caused the d isaster; and tha t the 
people thought the bridge was safe 
is proven by the fact tha t so many 
women and children were crowded 
upon the section that fell. W om en 
are not prone to  congregate upon 
dangerous ground if it is known. And 
to  credit them w ith their own wounds 
is little  short of heartlessness.

The M orrison street bridge was a 
poo r affair a t best, but it met the 
requirem ents tw enty-three years ago. 
F o r  years it has been inadequate for 
the  pressure of traffic imposed upon 
it. I t  has not been safe for several 
years, and com petent engineers have 
m ade public statem ents to  tha t ef­
fect, which later was denied by the 
stree t car com pany's engineer, who 
w as paid to  defend the com pany s 
cheap and exclusive franchise over 
the bridge.

Several bridge builders have pre­
dicted that some day the M orrison 
stree t bridge would be the scene of 
a g reat catastrophe, and it is little 
less than a m iracle tha t m any who 
fell last F riday afternoon were not 
killed outright.

The proof of the bridge’s insecurity 
can be seen any day th a t a heavy 
load is drawn across it. T here  is a 
la teral swing to  it tha t all bridge 
experts denom inate as dangerous. A 
w ooden bridge that vibrates up and 
down is considered safe, but where 
a lateral sw ing occurs the w renching 
process w ears the tim bers upon the 
abutm ents and weakens the whole 
structure.

The bridge was unsafe at the time 
of the accident and it is not safe now. 
It may be sufficiently strong  to  carry 
the passing traffic safely for awhile,« 
but it is not com petent to  w ithstand 
a great strain.

It was indeed a d istressing and un­
fortunate accident, and that some one 
is at fault there is no question. Had 
the bridge been properly inspected 
the accident would not have occurred. 
A sound tim ber could easily have 
borne the weight. I t is a sham e that 
P ortland  must be connected with such 
o ld  rattletraps. Thirty-five mills tax 
in the city is sufficient to  put five 
bridges across the W illam ette as 
good as the Burnside street bridge, 
and pave substantially every street in 
the business district. As it is there 
is not a decent bridge on any of the 
roadw ays leading into. Portland, and 
last w inter m ost of them w ere con­
dem ned. The streets are damnable, 
and the filching of the taxpayers goes 
on unarrested. Yes, some one is to 
blam e for the M orrison street disas­
te r. and it can be no o ther than the 
agents hired by the people to  guard 
th e ir  in terests and safety.

The officials having jurisdiction 
should secure the service of com pe­
ten t men to inspect all places where 
the safety of the public is doubtful, 
and a report of the findings should be 
publicly made regardless of any spe­
cial privileges a corporation may have 
across the highway.

T h is hold-up business has not been 
confined to the streets of P ortland 
on dark  nights. I t has been going 
along  for alm ost an indefinite period, 
and the culprits have been plying 
th e ir  nefareous trade w ithout the use 
o f m asks. I t cannot be charged to 
the present adm inistration  any more 
than  those of the past, but it is a 
no torious fact th a t corruption has 
stalked about in our public places for 
years, -while our city has practically 
ro tted  down.

The people may be blamed for not

guarding their in terests better than 
has been done, but the public is long 
suffering as a rule, and is largely de­
pendent upon those they select to 
represent them.

The M orrison street bridge is a 
sad rem inder of our derelictions, but 
it may have the effect of aw akening 
public responsibility, and the preven­
tion o f  a greater calamity. The peo­
ple had already elected "that a new 
bridge be built across the river at 
M orrison, and voted to tax them selves 
to do it, but its p rog ress  was held up 
by a com pany’s franchise," and had 
the falling of the bridge section not 
occurred, and the people rem ained 
passive as they were, there is no 
telling but that some day the old 
bridge would have literally fallen 
into the stream  from  old age, fran­
chise and all.

CHEAP LABOR.
The Federal law restric ting  the im ­

m igration of Chinese labor is begin 
ning to  chafe m any of our large em­
ployers. T here is a little stringency 
in the labor m arket at present and 
they are com pelled to  pay m ore for 
braw n and muscle than pleases them. 
T heir contention is based now upon 
the scarcity of labor for clearing 
land, and servants. They say that 
white men will not clear land, and 
it is imperative that Coolie labor be 
adm itted; that is. enough to  m eet the 
present requirem ents, d r our great 
N orthw estern  country  will in the 
main reamin a wilderness.

Too bad about our isolation in the 
great forests of the W est. I t ’s a pity 
that the Chinese are not perm itted 
to swarm  into our ports and snatch 
us from  the bounds of the wilderness. 
We would like to  have our Chinese 
friends tell us w hat per cent of the 
Celestials on this coast th a t have 
shown a hankerin ' for clearing land 
for o ther people. T here is occas­
ionally a gang sent out of the coast 
cities for this purpose, but com pared 
to the num ber already here it is not 
enough to speak about.

A Chinaman is not a pioneer in 
any sense, and is not given to  land 
clearing, nor has he a liking for that 
sort of occupation.

If a million Chinamen were lauded 
on our shores tom orrow  and turned 
loose the last th ing they would take 
up would be clearing land. Chinamen 
are im itators. T hey  choose an oc­
cupation already chosen by someone 
else, and thus they enter into im m e­
diate com petition with our own w ork­
men. There is nothing to  im itate in 
clearing away brush and logs. The 
only way to get them  to do such 
work, is to herd them  at it, and it 
would be impossible to secure a law 
confining them to this kind of labor.

As to the need of servants for the 
quasi-aristocrats of our country, the 
restriction  law can well remain.

T here is no doubt that the W estern  
country needs more land cleared, and 
there is neither any doubt th a t there 
will be plenty to  clear it when tim es 
begin to squeeze.

It is not tha t we need so m any 
land elearers, but we need m ore 
hom eseekers who can afford to  buy 
little homes and clear their own 
land. If this country  would place a 
little more restriction  u p o n ’the in­
ferior im m igration from  Southern 
Europe and hold out greatr induce­
m ents for their northern  industrious 
neighbors, a m aterial difference would 
soon be seen.

The cry for Chinese labor for clear­
ing land comes from the corporations 
who seek to gobble up all lands fit for 
the m arket, and the large em ployers 
of labor, who have .become alarm ed 
at the progress of organized labor.

It is not a Chinam an’s nature to 
take to  the woods, and when he gets 
there, what is he good for? One 
good white man is equal to  about 
three good Chinamen. T hey  take 
readily enough to canneries, garden­
ing. placer m ining anti various trades, 
but as land elearers they are a fail­
ure.

Some other argum ent will have to 
be used in seeking to get them  ad­
m itted unrestrained. Those already 
here are proof sufficient that they do 
not take kindly tq  the tim ber.

The best land elearers- are those 
who seek a home for them selves and 
families, and the best way to  get the 
country cleared is to  organize and 
prom ote a pian that will a ttrac t the 
better class of im m igration; then 
place the land w ithin the ir reach. 
This is the better argum ent than that 
made for the unrestricted  adm ission 
of Chinese.

WHAT’S THE USE OF FUSSING?
The expected has happened. The 

fircboat has been aw arded to  a Se­
attle firm. Now let us forever here­
after hold our peace about P ortland 's 
superiority  over tha t of the m etropo­
lis of Puget Sound. O ur incapacity 
to construct a $62,000 boat is indeed 
a hum iliating adm ission, but the city 
officials in charge say so and they 
have ratified the statem ent by deeds. 
W hat a travesty  upon a city of 185,- 
000 people—if it was so. T he pub­
lic spirit expressed by our official ser-
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vants is indeed refreshing, and S eat­
tle had ought to feel proud over it— 
if we don't. Besides a splendid p re­
cedent lias been established. I t  is 
now in order to have all of our build­
ing done elsewhere. L et our ship­
builders move to  Seattle. I t ’s a good 
place to  get work. P ortland  don’t 
need it. She is rich enough; besides 
her mechanics w ould w ant perhaps 
$3.50 per day to  w ork which sum they 
would foolishly and extravagantly  
spend am ongst the m erchants for 
food and som ething to  wear. But 
it is a lesson to  our shipbuilders for 
not bidding a few hundred dollars 
lower. They should be prepared for 
such em ergencies as are the M oran 
Bros., who were bounced into p ros­
perity by Seattle citizens. They 
should have capital behind them  and 
the facilities and capacity to  do work, 
and if they haven 't they should—go 
to Seattle where the people are gen­
erous enough to s ta rt them in busi­
ness. And they should—but w hat’s 
the use to quibble about a $62,000 
jo b ?  W hy, the boat will be made out 
of iron! __________________

T he demands made by various 
classes of railway em ployes for m ore 
pay. shorter hours, etc., is being met 
by an effort on the part of the rail­
roads of the country to organize for 
resistance. The movem ent sta rted  
in the East and has reached the 
N orthw est. Up to  the present time 
the move has not been vigorously 
pushed, being yet in its prelim inary 
stage and confined to  correspondence. 
In the near future, however, there will 
probably be m eetings of executives 
and m anagers to  fram e some m utual 
policy for the treatm ent of strikes. 
A prom inent railroad official of St. 
Paul, when questioned as to the tru th  
of the report said: “There is such 
a movement. It is still in a formative 
stage and is, I understand, still som e­
th ing of a suggestion, but we will 
conic to  it very quickly.’’

T here are few civilized countries 
that give so little atten tion  to the pro­
tection of life and limb of workmen 
as the U nited S tates, says M axwell’s 
Talism an. S tatisticians reckon that 
10.600,000 accidents occur in the 
U nited States each year, killing 60,- 
000 persons. T his number, says Dr. 
D. J. M cM ahon, of New York City, 
is g rea ter than tha t of all the casual­
ties of the seventeen years' N apo­
leonic wars. In  all, 68,000 w orking 
people are annually disabled for life 
in our country, 55,000 for more than 
three m onths and 400,000 incapaciated 
for less than three m onths. W e have 
been m aking some improvement to ­
ward rem edying this evil, but there 
is room for much more improvement.

Judge Cavanaugh, of New York 
City, in a decision the other day, de­
cided that labor unions have a right 
to place pickets about a plant where 
a strike is in progress, and he also 
declared that workm en have the right 
to persuade workm en to quit work. 
The ju rist furtherm ore held tha t
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sending men to  jail upon affidavits 
that they have violated an injunction 
is illegal. I t is said th a t Judge Cava­
naugh's decision is directly opposite 
to decisions rendered in the Superior 
Court.

It is now thought at police head­
quarters that the hold-up thugs and 
m urderers had left P ortland  fo r Spo­
kane and other points. The citizens 
of P ortland who escaped being rob­
bed are much obliged to that gen try  
for their em igration, and those who 
were held up and scarred up would 
have been much obliged if they had 
went before. So far as is known 
the people are under no obligation 
to the police departm ent for valuables 
the robbers did not get.

The clam or for harvest hands in 
Kansas came near proving the undo­
ing of the college boys. M any of 
them  flocked into the fields, and after 
several days’ trial the farm ers passed 
them up. N ot a few of them  went 
broke and had to  beat the ir way back 
home, thoroughly  disgusted. Some 
o f  them  wept and said they were 
treated  like tram ps.

It is perhaps best that the conven­
tion of thief catchers should have 
been “held up’’ for a m onth, until the 
stick-up artists quit the town.

If you don 't know w hat to  do or 
where to  go, go to  Seattle. You 
m ight get a job on P o rtlan d ’s fire- 
boat that is to  be built there soon.

THE UNION LAUNDRY.
The Federated T rades laundry is 

gradually getting into shape for ac t­
ive operation. The building is be- 
i. ; repaired and rem odeled for oc­
cupancy, which will not be later than 
Septem ber 15. An agent is now East 
for the purpose of purchasing m a­
chinery, and by the tim e it arrives 
the building will be ready to  receive 
it.

A little confusion as to stocks sub­
scribed by unions is cleared by the 
following statem ent, made by the 
secretary  of the corporation, as fol­
lows:

“T here has been some m isunder­
standing in regard to  how unions 
should hold stock in the Portland  
Federated T rades Laundry Company. 
For the benefit of the unions tha t do 
jio t fully understand the situation, 
we publish the follow ing instructions:

“The stock certificate will be made 
out in th’e name of the union.

“U nions must appoint one member 
as a trustee to  represent them at 
stockholders' meetings.

“A. W. JO N E S , 
“Secretary.”

NOTICE.
The th ird  paym ent on P ortland 

Federated Trades Laundry Co. stock 
is now due. Make paym ent at P o rt­
land Labor P ress office.

A. W. JONES, Secretary.
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