
Portland labor press

■

’l l

_  j  a ,  rj modern and well-equipped Schmit Flan-ronlflod Labor tress««« m>»- « 1 ^  »¡u start UP steam on
Wednesday of this week, all the Build­
ing Trades will become busy. This mill 
will run two shifts each day and will 
give employment to most, if not all, the 
striking woodworkers. So that when 
the unfair mills become fair and want 
their old employes back, they can’t be 
had. This will mean a serious setback 
to them, as in any manufacturing plant 
of this character it requires years to 
acquire just the right crew for all pur­
poses, and represents a money value of 
hundreds' of dollars in wasted and 
spoiled material trying out incompe­
tent workmen.
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T H E  S T R IK E  SIT I ATIOX.
That the Building Trades Council has 

the best of the fight between them and 
the recalcitrant planing mill bosses' be­
comes more evident as each day passes. 
The planing mills are positively badly 
tied up. The two or three mills which 
are putting on a bold front and wast­
ing fuel for steam are losing more 
money than the other mills which are 
and have been entirely shut down since 
the strike began. The mills which are 
trying to operate have been forced to 
pick up any kind of semi-skilled work­
ers  to place in charge of their machines, 
with the result that, while having to 
pay more for this labor than was asked 
by their expert, union men, by reason 
of the conditions under which these 
men work, their output is very much 
smaller and a great part of the work is 
wasted and has to be done over again, 
while that which leaves the mills Is sel­
dom satisfactory and never fits the de­
tails. This may be a satisfaction to 
the owners, as probably they feel they 
are "running their own business” if 
they are losing money. They galled in 
consultation with them the proprietors 
of the different saw mills, and a few of 
their sympathizing friends among the 
local carpenters who style themselves 
the "Portland M aster Builders’ Associ­
ation” (sounds big, doesn't it, but don't 
forget there are over 140 building con­
tractors /w ho  do not belong to this 
clique), and concluded they would pro­
ceed to resolute organized labor into 
kingdom come. These thundering res­
olutions were duly written up with the 
usual misrepresentations to the credu­
lous and verdant reporter who, from 
his published copy, was certainly con­
vinced that no more lumber could be 
bought in Portland, under the earth 
beneath Portland, or in the sky above 
Portland, no more contractors could 
be induced to take the money of the 
owner and hire other men to  build 
houses until such time as organized 
labor would consent to get off the 
earth. After diligent and searching in­
vestigation (five days after the publi­
cation of these threatening resolutions) 
the only man found to have been re­
fused lumber by any of the saw mills 
was a member of this clique of carpen­
ters, and one of the signers of the res­
olutions. On the other hand, the 140 
other contractors are still building 
houses, and they are getting their work 
done and can and do get all the lumber 
they require with which to build houses, 
and the small and fair planing mills are 
working night and day and making 
money furnishing stuff for them. There 
are no more idle men than usual at this 
time of year, and new foundations are 
going in every day and building per­
mits are being issued just the same.

During all this time, with the more 
than 3000 men in the building trades, 
but one deserter or scab has been found 
by the business agents.

Mr. Jackson was sent south, so the 
papers say, to get men to come here. 
When he comes back they had better 
send him north, then east, then west, 
and he will have no more or better 
force of men than he has now. The 
facts are that there is no surplus labor 
just now. All the other towns on this 
Coast arc on a building boom and 
working shorter hours and for better 
wages than Portland pays. Another 
thing, men nowadays will not go to a 
strike town, even for strong induce­
ments. Even though men can he found 
who don't belong to trades unions, the 
nonunion men have come to view 
things differently to what they former­
ly did. Organized labor is gradually 
and slowly winning for itself a place in 
the respect and confidence of all classes 
of the people, and the working people 
are fast learning that the more and bet­
te r unions we have the shorter the work 
day and better the pay.

W ith the competition of the large

W E S T E R N  F E D E R A T IO N  O F L A B O R .

The W estern Federation of Miners, 
and the American Labor Union, whose 
conventions in Denver, Colo., ad­
journed last Saturday after a two 
weeks’ session, promulgated certain 
measures that will be watched with in­
terest by organized labor and the public 
generally. In the first place, they re­
solved themselves into a political o r­
ganization of a socialistic character; 
indorsed woman suffrage; will endeavor 
to secure Government irrigation for the 
arid lands, of the W est; took an adverse 
position to the National Civic Federa­
tion. and have refused to affiliate in 
any way with the American Federation 
of Labor. They have concluded to 
stand alone in the industrial world and 
aloof from the American Federation of 
Labor, enlisting recruits as they can, 
and adding strength to their organiza­
tion wherever possible. In truth the 
W estern Federation is an essential 
growth front the needs of the laboring 
classes of the West. It is composed of 
men of the W estern type—aggressive, 
daring, fearless, conscientious, and en­
ergetic. After repeated and futile at­
tempts to secure assistance from the 
national body at W ashington, these 
men evolved a scheme to help them­
selves. The W estern Federation of La­
bor is the result. Whether they are 
wise in adopting the course they have 
taken remains to be seen. We doubt 
the sagacity of the means employed, 
but the W estern laborer certainly had 
a right to feel that he was entitled to a 
proportionate amount of consideration 
from the parent body. Of course, he 
did not fully appreciate that the Amer­
ican Federation of Labor was overbur­
dened with demands from the factory 
congested and densely populated states 
of the East, but he felt and knew that 
the W est was contributing more to the 
Eastern cause than the East was to the 
West. The W estern Federation of La­
bor has grown strong in the Rocky 
Mountain States and is gradually and 
rapidly advancing Westward. Its pur­
pose is as righteous in its primary ele­
ments as those of other labor organiza­
tions, but we do not believe that organ­
ized labor can accomplish what it 

| should upon a disintegrated plan, any 
more than our government can be best 
subserved upon the line of state rights. 

1 Organized labor should have one grand 
! head, in which sections can centralize 
I their forces, and from which they can 
| be mashers of their local affairs. But 
! the fact that the W estern Federation 
of Labor has taken the place left vacant 
for years by the American Federation 
of Labor is sufficient excuse for its be­
ing. It is to be deplored, however, that 
these two organizations have drifted 
so widely apart. It would have been 
much better had they amalgamated 
their forces and together established a 
W estern section headquarters under 
charter from the American Federation 
of Labor. The benefits thus derived by 
interchange would have done more for 
organized labor in the W est than the 
separate efforts consequent by the ex­
isting estrangement. As it is, the labor 
movement will grow, more slowly, per­
haps, but it will grow nevertheless, 
until matters may finally adjust them ­
selves upon a Common basis under a 
universal head. The hopes entertained 
by all familiar and interested in indus­
trial affairs that an affiliation would be 
effected at the Denver convention were 
dissolved by the political phase enacted 
by the W estern Federation of Miners 
and the American Labor Union. It 
means the downfall of these organiza­
tions or a revelation that will act as 
the solution to the labor question.

H IT T E R  D IS A P P O IN T M E N T .

The resolutions passed at the last 
meeting of the Federated Trades Coun­
cil were a disappointment to the arbi­
trary mill owners and their sympathiz­
ers. They were sure that the resolu- 

| tions they had previously adopted, de­
manding that the boycott must he 
raised, would create consternation in 
the labor ranks, which would cause the 
members to recant, or possibly to ag­
gravate them into a general strike, 
causing a complete tie-up of the city. 
As neither of these things were done, 
and since the Federated Trades have 
openly announced in favor of arb itra­
tion. the mill owners have put their 
feet in their own trap. If the unions 
had followed the usual custom, when 
the sawmill owners joined the planing 
mill men in their threat, every man 
would have been called out of the saw­
mills. As it was, the Council felt that 
the public had been subjected to 
enough discomfort, and rather than 
cause more inconvenience to the inno­
cent, the men were allowed to remain

at work. The boycott that the mill 
owners are howling about being so 
damnable and un-American must seem 
to them a good thing, for they declare 
in their resolutions that they will boy­
cott any man who affiliates or sympa­
thizes with the boycotters of the first 
part. The mill owners say they are 
experiencing no inconvenience, but 
their actions would rather indicate that 
they are. They say they can get plenty 
of men, but they have sent Mr. Jackson 
out to  obtain them if possible; they say 
they cannot afford to give their em­
ployes nine hours, but they can afford 

, to shut down their mills or run with 
half of an inexperienced crew at a loss 
of interest and profit. They say a good 
many things, but their interviews and 
actions are so ridiculous that the pub­
lic begins to wonder how such men 
can conduct a profitable business and 
maintain the respect of their employes. 
While the mill owners and “master
builders” are looking for a hole to 
crawl through, organized labor in P ort­
land will calmly continue to saw wood, 
with the boycott in full force and effect. 
We regret that the public are so incon­
venienced by these arbitrary men, but 
with a heart free from animus and bel­
ligerency towards the mill owners, we 
find solace in the passage from holy 
writ: "Have pity on them, Lord; for 
they know not what they do.”

A COl N T E R P A R T .
The strike of the Building Trades in 

Denver is an exact counterpart of the 
troubles at present existing in Portland. 
Each originated from the same cause, 
in support of the Amalgamated W ood­
workers for a shorter workday—from 
nine to eight in Denver, and from ten 
to  nine in Portland. Because of viola­
tion of their constitutional right to call 
a strike, the National Building Trades 
Council ordered the Denver branch to 
call it off and go back to work. Then 
the Material Men’s Association in­
formed the Building Trades that the 
union men would not be put hack to 
work unless they consented to leave 
the Building Trades Council and dis­
rupt the organization. This they of 
course very promptly refused to do, and 
now have their men locked out.

This bit of news may point a warning 
to our local council. Stand by your 
Building Trades Council and fight it 
out on the contention between you, and 
don’t permit other questions or differ­
ences brought into discussion. Make 
it nine hours and recognition of the 
W oodworkers Union, and stick close 
to this contention and this only.

The jail delivery at Salem last Mon­
day, and the murder of three innocent 
men, proves conclusively a lack of sys­
tem at the penitentiary. This cannot 
be attributed to any one in particular, 
but is an error of judgment established 
years ago and allowed to continue up 
to the present time. Any one at all fa- 

; miliar with the penitentiary and its 
' grounds are not surprised that arms 
were put within reach of the desperate 
men, who have been so ready to use 
them. The night watch around the pen­
itentiary was absolutely inadequate to 
prevent what took place Monday morn- 

1 ing. The prison yard is too large for 
I one man, and there is nothing in the 
I way for a man to scale the wall, keep 
watch of the night guard, and conceal 
weapons in the sand piles of the stove 
foundry. There is scarcely a doubt but 
that the rifles were gotten into the yard 
from the rear wall by some man who 
had studied the ground and situation 
thoroughly. A night patrol of only a 
few men would have saved the commu­
nity the awful cost of the lives of three 
good citizens, and perhaps more before 

i the murderers are captured. The out­
break has taught a lesson that will un­
doubtedly be remedied so far as legis­
lation is concerned, but it can never 

1 give back the lives that have been for- 
i feited to pave the way for the safety 
of others.

The adoption of the amendment to 
the Oregon Constitution is now an as­
sured thing. There were about 60,000 
votes cast for the initiative and refer­
endum out of about 80,000, and 5000 
against it. The amendment has carried 
with an overwhelming majority, and it 

j is the first time in the history of O re­
gon that the Constitution has ever been 

] amended. The initiative and refer­
endum will be in full force and effect 
immediately after the State Legislature 
has met and ratified the same. The 
good that will emanate from the amend­
ment can hardly be estimated. The 
people have effected a revolution in the 
law-making department of the state 
which as yet they hardly realize. From 
now on the people can say whether or 
not a law shall be placed in our statute 
hooks. Unwholesome legislation can 
be reduced to a minimum. We have 
finally gotten down to a basis whereby 
corrupt legislation can be headed off. 
Two other reforms would go very nice­
ly with this one, i. e., election of United 
States Senators by direct vote, and di­
rect primary election. Then we would 
have no use for the nrinproducing pro­
fessional politician, who creates nothing 
hut disorder, had laws and contributes 
nothing of a wholesome character.

Recently a teamster, who holds a 
card in his union in good standing, wos 
elected Mayor of Des Moines, la., on

a plank declaring unqualifiedly for un­
ion labor. He has already appointed as 
chief detective a union man. A union 
printer was also elected Mayor of Sioux 
City, and organized labor defeat­
ed an unfair Police Judge and Aider- 
man in that city. There is no reason 
for organized labor to despair because 
they did not elect all of their candidates 
in our recent election. The spirit has 
taken hold in the New England States, 
and has reached as far W est as Iowa, 
and will continue to work Westward 

I until organized labor in Portland will 
yet see the necessity of sticking togeth­
er at the polls.

What makes Jtidge Williams an ex- 
, traordinary man is his ability to grasp 
the fundamental points of questions, 

¡deal with them theoretically, analyze 
them practically, judge them impartial­
ly, announce his finding fearlessly, and 
at the same time deal justice to all. 
This is the position he has taken in 
reference to the pending industrial dif­
ficulties in Portland. On the other 
hand, Mr. Mills doesn't regard the pub­
lic inconvenience any more than a lit­
tle row in his own family. Of course 
the public will take issue with him in 
this matter, and had rather place the 
destinies of its affairs in the hands of 

'Judge Williams than in the hands of 
Mr. Mills. If Mr. Mills does not see 
the difference between a family row 
and public weal, the people can.

P R O T E ST  AGAINST T H E  1NJI NOTION 
A R IS E .

The Executive Council of the Ameri­
can Federation of Labor at its recent 
session at Washington, D. C., having 
under consideration the flagrant abuse 
of the writ of injunction by the courts,

I in labor cases, issued the following ad- 
J dress in an endeavor to attract public 
, attention to the violation of the consti­
tutionally guaranteed rights of the cit­
izen workers by the arbitrary action of 
the courts in regard to injunctions. It 
is believed that a healthier public opin­
ion will be formed on the subject when 
the situation is considered in all its 
bearings.
To all Wage W orkers of America,

Greeting:
The constant struggle in which the 

wage earners of our country are con­
tinually engaged for the attainment of 
their rights, and the mitigation of the 
wrongs they daily endure, renders it 
essential that they organize, unite and 
federate, irrespective of trade, calling, 
nationality, locality, sex, politics, color, 
or religion.

The hope for justice and right, now 
and hereafter, as well as the perpetu­
ation of liberty in our republican insti­
tutions, lies in organized labor.

Individual effort of the wage earners 
in this day of concentration of industry 
and wealth is absurd, as well as suicidal.

There are few contests in which the 
toilers are engaged for improvement, 
o r for the prevention of a deterioration 
in their condition, but what injunctions 
are issued by the courts, of the most 
far-reaching character, invading the le­
gal and moral rights of the workers to 
perform perfectly legal and legitimate 
acts, to carry on their efforts to a suc­
cessful termination.

Injunctions of a flagrant, unjustifiable 
and outrageous character are continu­
ally issued, and honest, law-abiding and 
faithful citizen workmen are thrust into 
prison for periods of from one to nine 
months.

Thus far, we have been unable to per­
suade the . Congress of the United 
States to enact a law that shall protect 
the rights and liberty of people en­
gaged in industrial disputes, and many 
of the courts have interpreted this fail­
ure on the part of Congress to act as 
a w arrant and authority to extend the 
use, or more properly speaking, the 
abuse of the writ of injunction, so that 
the scope of each writ’ still further in­
vades our constitutionally guaranteed 
rights.

This growing danger, therefore, im­
pels us to appeal to the workers, and 
to all people of our country, so that the 
true feeling of all may be expressed and 
registered; so that the public opinion 
of the people of our common country 
may more definitely impress itself upon 
the minds of our National Congress 
and state legislatures.

With this object in view, we recom­
mend to all organized workers in N a­
tional, State, Central or Local Unions, 
that at their public celebrations on 
July 4 and Labor Day, 1902, they con­
centrate their attention upon a discus­
sion of the abolition of the injunction 
in labor disputes, and the passage of 
resolutions demanding at the hands of 
Congress and the legislatures of their 
respective states, the enactment of laws 
conforming to that purpose.

It is urged, too, that at the conven­
tions of the National Unions, the State 
Federations, as well as at stated meet­
ings of the Central Labor Unions and 
local trade and Federal labor unions, 
this subject-matter be fully discussed, 
emphatic action taken thereon, and the 
result of that action promptly commu­
nicated to the United States Senators 
and Members of Congress from your 
respective states, and to the members 
of the legislature of your respective 
districts.

The American workmen are law-abid­
ing, faithful and loyal citizens; they 
have no desire for immunity from the 
law governing other citizen*; but they

most emphatically protest against and
resent the action of courts convicting 
them, and sentencing them to prison 
for acts which they have the legal right 
to perform ; and condemning them, too, 
without proper opportunity for defense 
and trial before a jury of their peers.

The American principle of equal jus­
tice before the law is being violated 
day after day. The relics of antiquated 
judicial tyranny are being revived by- 
judges who, assuming absolute control 
of men’s affairs, convict and mete out 
punishment to them, without regard to 
the constitutionally guaranteed right of 
trial by jury.

We are conscious of the advance 
which the workers of our country have 

I made, by and through organization. It 
| is our purpose that the trend of our 
movement and our efforts for still fur­
ther amelioration in the condition of 

1 labor shall proceed; that we shall be 
larger participants in the great pro­
duction of wealth which the toilers yield 

i to our country and our time.
The toiling masses, and particularly 

the organized wage earners, cannot and 
must not surrender one jo t of that 
which they have secured, and must o r­
ganize the yet unorganized, and unite 
and federate those already organized, 
to present a solid phalanx of the grand 
army of labor of our country, in earnest 
and emphatic protest against judicial 
usurpation or invasion of our rights, 
attempted no m atter by whom or from 
whatsoever source.

Therefore, we again appeal to  our 
fellow workers to make early prepara­
tions to fully and perfectly carry out 
this suggestion for the holding of meet­
ings and demonstrations; and declaring 

J in the form of resolutions and other- 
; wise our unalterable purpose to main- 
1 tain at all hazards, the rights for which 
our forefathers have struggled, en­
grafted in our written Constitution, and 
ingrained in the American character, 
conscious that we are striving for the 

, rights of the workers today, as well as 
the perpetuation of freedom for the 
countless millions of our country yet 
unborn. Fratesnally,
* Samuel Gompers, President.

James Duncan, F irst Vice-Pres.
John Mitchell, Second Vice-Pres.
James O ’Connell, Third Vice-Pres.
M ax Morris, Fourth Vice-Pres. 
Thomas I. Kidd, Fifth Vice-Pres. 
D. A. Hayes, Sixth Vice-Pres.
John B. Lennon, Treasurer.
Frank Morrison, Secretary. 

Executive Council, American Federa­
tion of Labor,
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LA BO R  NOTES,

Out of 91,047 wage hands in the man­
ufacturing plants of California, there 
are 2114 children under 16 years of age.

In obedience to the decision of the 
board of arbitration selected to settle 
the trackmen’s strike on the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, President Shaughnes- 
sy 'nas issued an order raising the pay 
of the trackmen 20 per cent.

The strike of 400 molders, coremak 
ers and helpers at the American Steel 
Foundry in Granite City, 111., has been 
settled by arbitration, and the plant will 
at once resume work. The company 
decided to recognize the union.

The Pullman car conductors are 
making demands by petition that all 
new conductors be paid $65 a month 
for the first six months of their serv­
ice; $70 the second six months, and $80 
after they have served one year.

Roelof H at Manufacturing Company 
has sued the United H atters of North 
America for $250,000, claiming that they 
have injured his business to that ex­
tent. He also alleges in his complaint 
that he was deprived of an order for 
$100.000 worth of hats.

The Republic Iron & Steel Company 
of Youngstown, O., offered an advance 
of 10 per cent to  all employes above 
the grade of ordinary laborers. The 
proposition was regarded by the strik­
ing furnace workers as satisfactory. 
The strike is now ended.

An agreement has been reached be­
tween the manufacturers and the Pulp 
W orkers’ Union, whereby a threatened 
strike has been averted in the pape- 
mills throughout the East. The work­
ers will receive an advance of 10 per 
cent, but several minor matters remain 
to be settled. It is estimated 15,000 
men are affected.

A. B. Youngson was re-elected assist­
ant grand chief engineer, and T. S. In ­
graham was re-elected first grand engi­
neer. Delos Everett was elected third 
grand engineer of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers at the conven­
tion held in Norfolk, Va., May 28. The 
terms of Grand Chief A rthur and Sec­
ond Grand Engineer Salmons will not 
expire until two years hence.

The building trades strike at Denver, 
Colo., was declared off last week by 
the Council. Since then the Contract­
ors’ and Material Men's Association 
have issued a statement to the effect 
that they would not take back to work 
any of the striking builders unless they 
would dissolve the Building Trades 
Council. This the men say they will 
not do, and the situation now partakes 
of the nature of a lockout. The mill 
men held a meeting today, but no deci­
sion was reached in regard to taking 
back the striking employes.

See that the union label 1* on your 
good*.

J. R. ROGERS IS B S IÏ7 T S  
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333 Morrison Street 
Marquam Bldg., Ground Floor
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PHONE, SOUTH 371

PRINTERS
109 Fifth St., Portland, Ore.

Lee M. Clark, P rê t. Geo. M. Orton, M gr.

MULTNOMAH PRINTING CO.
PRINTING  
LEGAL BLANKS
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ANDERSON &  DUNIWAY CO. 
PRINTERS AND LITHOGRAPHERS

Phone* N orth  1471
Columbia 326

208 Alder St. Portland, Ore.
P atronise H om e Industry  

W ear Capon U nion M ade Shoes

UNION SHOE STORE
Custom W ork and Repairing  

Factory, Local N o. 294
207 FIBST STREET

O regon P hone, M ain 371

P . O. B A R N E S
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105-107 Third SI. Portland, Ore.

Oregon Phone, B ed  2888

J . R E I T Z E L E
T A IL O R

O nly Union Labor Em ployed
350 Alder Street, Portland, Oregon

B et. 7th  and Park Sts.
WM. O'OONW ILL J.

BOSTON MARKET • 
O’DONNELL & DRISCOLL

Dealer, in All K ind, of
Prc»h and Salt Meat,. Special attention given 

to the tupplging o/ ship.
Cor. 1st and Burnaide S ts., Portland, Ore. 

Both Phone, M4

Alarmed by the disturbances that 
marked the strike of the packing house 
teamsters last week, employers have 
started a movement for the prevention 
of strikes in the shape of an arbitration 
board. It is proposed that all difficul­
ties that cannot be settled by the men 
directly with their employers shall be . 
submitted to an advisory body, com­
posed of representatives of the Em­
ployers' Association and the unions af­
filiated with the National Teamsters* 
Union for arbitration. The movement 
has the support of eight associations of 
employers and the tacit approval of 
President Albert Young, of the Na­
tional Teamsters' Union.


