
5 PORTLAND LABOR PRESS

Portland Labor Press
P ublished  every  T h u rsd a y  by th e  P o r t­

land L ab o r P re ss  P u b lish in g  A ssociation . 
(In co rp o ra ted  A u g u st 18, 1900.)

O F F IC E .
Room 53, M cK ay B uild ing, 248% S ta rk  

s tree t, P o rtla n d , O regon.

SU B S C R IP T IO N  R A T E S.
U nions belonging  to  th is  A ssocia tion  

and  desirin g  to  subscribe  fo r th e ir  en tire  
m em bersh ip , the  su b sc rip tio n  price  is 11.00 
a  y ea r p er copy.

U nions w hich do n o t belong  to  th is  A s­
sociation , bu t desire  to  su b scrib e  fo r  th e ir  
en tire  m em bersh ip , th e  su b sc rip tio n  price 
is $1.25 a  y e a r  p er copy.

Single su b sc rip tio n s $1.50 p er yea r.
S ingle copies 5 ce n ts  each.
A lw ays in  advance .

A D V E R T IS IN G  R A TES.
R a te s  w ill be m ade know n upon ap p li­

cation .

P lease  ad d ress  a ll co m m unica tions to 
the  P o r tla n d  L ab o r P re ss  P u b lish in g  A s­
sociation , room  53 M cK ay B uild ing, P o r t­
land, O regon.

Chas. E . Y ork 
H. B. M etcalf

M anager
...E ditor

BO A RD  O F D IR E C T O R S.
Chas. E . Y o rk ........ M usic ians ' A ssocia tion

P re s id e n t an d  G eneral M anager.
F red  W . M o rris .........T y p o g rap h ica l U nion

V ice-P residen t.
J. A. B u sh m an ..L u m b erm lll W k rs ’ U nion 

S e c re ta ry -T re a su re r .
E. E d w ard s  .................C ig a rm a k e rs ’ U nion
Jo h n  Beigl .............................B rew ers ’ U nion
Geo. M. O rto n ...................P re ssm en  s U nion
C. H. W eber ..............R e ta il C le rk s’ U nion
W. H. R o b e rtso n__ L e tte r -C a rr ie rs ' A ss’n
Geo. L ech m eie r........ B eer D riv e rs ’ U nion
J. F . Jo h n so n .........L e a th e rw o rk e rs ’ U nion
A rth u r  B o o th ........... T eam  D riv e rs ’ U nion
J. A. G o ld ra in e r...................B a rb e rs ’ U nion

E n te re d  a t  th e  P o s t Office a s  second- 
c lass m a tte r , Sep tem ber 29th, 1900.

A FO O LISH  CUSTOM .
W e don’t believe in th e  legal farces 

th a t are  som etim es played in the courts 
of th is  country, when Chinese a re  p a rt­
ners to  a law suit. W e read the  report 
of a tr ia l betw een two C hinese in a 
Vancouver, B. C., court recently , and 
the perform ance th ere  was a iiisgrace 
to civilization. The foolish custom  of 
allow ing Chinam en to tak e  an oath  by 
cu tting  off the 'head of a  chicken is 
sneer nonsense. If the  heathen  does 
not end cannot be made to  understand  
the  n a tu re  of an oath  in a civilized 
country, th en  he should not be allowed 
to  testify . I t  is sim ply encouraging 
them  in th e ir heathen ish  practices to 
allow any such nonsense as cu tting  
off the head of a chicken to  solem nize 
an oath. A b e tte r  way would be to  
cut th e  C hinam an 's head off if he lies 
in court. T he say ing  th a t, w hen you 
a re  in Rcm e you m ust do as R om ans 
do, does not seem to apply to  Chinese; 
but when you are  in Am erica you m ust 
do as t'he C hinese do. Teach the 
shaven-headed heathen  th a t  if he 
sw ears to  a lie in court he will be sen t 
to  s ta te ’s prison, and it will do more 
tow ard m aking  him  tell th e  t ru th  than  
decap ita ting  a whole poultry  yard.

R R R
IT  B E G IN S TO H U R T .

Superin tenden t McGu.re. of the As­
to ria  & Colum bia R ailroad , a ttem p ts 
to  defend his Jap an ase  favoritism  by 
saying th a t  he can not get w hite  men 
to  do th e  w ork, and is compelled to  
employ Japanese. A com m unication 
in las t S a tu rday ’s Oregonian, show ing 
th a t he had left no o rder w ith any em ­
ploym ent agency in th is  city, explodes 
th a t  argum ent. The real excuse of the 
ra ilroad , for Mr. McGuire is only a 
hired m an. is th a t  the  Jap3 can be had 
for less pay and will w ork all so rts  of 
hours. Sundays and nights, if the  boss 
w ants them  to. and th is  w hite  men 
will no t do. Ju s t as long as these 
A siatics are  allowed to  come here, just 
eo long will they  be a m enace to  w hite 
labor. Stop them  from  coming, and 
discourage those th a t  are here, till they 
will be glad to  go back, or any where 
else, and the  problem  will be solved. 
W e called a tten tio n  a few weeks ago 
to  the  fac t th a t  cheap Jap  res tau ran ts  
are  flourishing in our very m idst, and. 
w hat is worse, they  are patronized a l­
m ost exclusively by w orking  men 
Don’t pa tron ize  any place th a t  is run 
by a Ja p  or a C hinam an, and in th is  
way a t least exert your influence in the 
righ t d irection. A g rea t m any w ork­

ing people, some of them  m em bers of 
labor unions, h ire Chinese laundrym en 
to  the  exclusion of w hite  laundries, 
sim ply because they can  get the  A sia t­
ics to  w ork for a  l ittle  less money.

W e can  ta lk  abou t Ja p  and Chinese 
cheap labor all we please, but u n til we 
act, th e  ta lk  will do no good. W hat 
is everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business.

r r r
L A B O R  LEG ISL A T IO N .

T here will be m ore or less “ labor 
leg isla tion” at the  cap ita ls  of th e  v a ri­
ous s ta tes  th is  year, as usual, and even 
Congress m ay be expected to  “jo lly ” 
the  w orkingm an by enacting  a few 
m easures in behalf of the  to ilers. Most 
of these law s will have  th e ir  loopholes. 
And, in the  m eantim e, the courts will 
go on discovering flaws in such acts 
and w riting  th e  word “ u n co n stitu tio n ­
a l,” ju s t as the  Illino is Suprem e Court 
recently  did in the  case of the  law  en­
titled  “An act to p ro tec t em ployes and 
guaran tee  th e ir  r ig h t to  belong to la ­
bor o rgan izations.’ B ut every y ea r’s 
repe tition  of th is  farce will serve to  
rem ove a few scales from  the wage- 
e a rn e r’s eyes, and finally he w ill elect 
a few m en from  his own ran k s  to  
m ake, in te rp re t and enforce ju st m eas­
ures of th e  k ind desired, says an  ex­
change. A lthough Illino is has a law 
p roh ib iting  the em ploym ent of child 
labor in factories the  annual report of 
the  sta te  fac to ry  inspector shows th a t 
nearly  11,000 children under the age of 
16 years are  w orking in the  factories 
of Chicago alone. The inspector says, 
fu rther, th a t  g irls  and boys of tender 
years are  crow ding ou t grown m en and 
women as factory employes. C lauses of 
the  law which aim  to  pro tect the  health  
and lim bs of the ch ild ren  have to ta lly  
collapsed. I t is to  the sham e of any 
s ta te  to  allow such a s itua tion  to  de­
velop; yet the  conditions in Illino is are 
ju s t exactly  as s ta ted  above. If the  
m em bers would devote more tim e to 
m aking  good laws, people in general 
would have a m uch h igher opinion of 
them .

TH E W A IT R E S S E S ’ U N IO N .
W hen the w aitresses’ Union was o r­

ganized in th is  city  th ere  were sm all- 
m inded people who looked upon it as 
som eth ing  of a joke. I t was an unique 
innovation  in unionism , and m any pro­
phecies were made th a t  it would not 
las t long, because of th e  popular super­
stition  th a t women would sooner pull 
h a ir  than  pull together. H appily  these 
prophecies have failed  of fulfillm ent. 
There is no t in Seattle today a more 
harm onious or system atica lly  conduct­
ed union th an  th a t of the  w aitresses. 
They have by good ju d g m en t’and fidel­
ity  to  each o ther succeeded in m a­
te ria lly  be tte rin g  the  conditions under 
which they  earn  a living. They have 
show n th a t  women can m ain ta in  a 
union as successfully as men, and th e ir  
sis ters  in o ther fields of w ork should 
profit by th e ir  exam ple.”—U nion Rec­
ord.

T he above ought to be an exam ple 
for the  w aitresses of Portland . Tf they 
could be induced to  profit by the  les­
son th e ir  Seattle  s is te rs  have tau g h t 
them , they  would be the gainers.

R R R
TH E L A B O R  M O VEM ENT.

The labor m ovem ent has been much 
m isunderstood. I t h a s  been the  s tru g ­
g ling of the m asses of men for be tte r 
conditions. Many are  a t p resen t in ­
clined to  th in k  th a t  the s trike , the  
lock-out, th e  boycott and the  b lack list 
a re  all th ere  is to the  labor union. 
They have never know n an y th ing  
about it except th rough  these. The 
boycott is to  th e  labor union w hat the 
b lack list is to  the cap italist. They are  
but pim ples on the skin. The v ita ls  of 
the labor m ovem ent are beneath . The 
labor m ovem ent is a m ovem ent of men 
tow ards b e tte r  conditions, m ore books, 
la rger education and broader oppor­
tunities. Som etim es they don’t know 
why they are  m aking  the struggle, but 
they know th a t God has created oppor­
tun itie s  th a t they ought to  enjoy.

R R R
W atch out for the  union label.

U N IO N  VS. N O N -U N IO N  MEN.
The em ployers of labor in Georg.a 

a re  beginning to a p p re c ia te th e v a lu e o f 
organized as aga in st unorganized labor. 
The Georgia T ann ing  & M anufacturing  
Com pany, of A tlan ta , has recently d is­
covered thait be tte r and m ore efficient 
service can be obtained from  union 
men than  from  those outside the o r­
ganization. The m anager of the above 
concern has recently  given evidence of 
his convictions in th is  respect by m ak­
ing a uniop man, a m em ber of the  
L ea ther W orkers’ Union, forem an, and 
advising  all the  men in the e s tab lish ­
m ent to jo in  th e  union. Here is a m an 
w ho has tried  both k inds of help, and 
he openly endorses those who belong to  
the  organization . But then  th a t is the 
resu lt w hever the  experim ent is 
made. The union men get t'he p refer­
ence, and very na tu ra lly , for they are 
a lm ost invariab ly  b e tte r  w orkm en, 
m ore reliable, and can be depended on 
to  keep up not on ly  th e ir  own rep u ta ­
tion. bu t th e  repu ta tion  of th e ir  union.

R R R
L A U N D R Y  W O R K E R S.

T here  are  some hard  stories being 
to ld  about the  m anner in which a cer­
ta in  laundry  not a thousand m iles from  
F ifth  s tree t tre a ts  its  employes. One 
wom an, who is in a position to know, 
says th a t the  p rop rie to r or p rop rie to rs  
of th is laundry  hold ou t tw o w eeks’ 
sa la ry  on th e ir  em ployes to  prevent 
them  from  leaving w ithou t g iving no­
tice, and when the employe doe? finally 
leave, the  kept-back  pay is never given 
them . I t  is a lso  said th a t  the help is 
worked nearly  to  death , that, there  i= 
no lim ita tion  to  hours,. Since hearing  
th is  report we 'have not had tim e to in 
vestiga te  it as to  particu la rs , but if it 
is as has been sta ted , there  is a gocd 
field here for organized labor to  do a 
little  work. B ut hold! W e forgot th a t 
the  laundry  people are not organized, 
and th a t  according to rep o rt they don’t 
need a union.

R R R
H E  SA T ON TH E FENCE.

W e never had a very high opinion of 
a  man w ho did not have the  courage 
cf hid convictions. T his is especially  
true  w ith  regard  to m en holding re ­
sponsible public positions, such as p res­
idents, governors, etc. T his th o ugh t 
is suggested by the fa ilu re  of G overnor 
Geer to  sign the  b a rb e rs’ Sunday clos­
ing  bill; but let it become a law w ith ­
out h is signatu re . He sim ply straddled  
the  fence and sat there. H e was afraid  
to veto the  law for he know s th a t 
such an  act would fo rever brand him 
as the  enem y of organized labor, and 
he did not dare to  sign it, for fear he 
would incur th e  d ispleasure of th e  em ­
ploying classes. So he sp lits  the differ­
ence and b rings down upon his head 
the  contem pt of both em ployer and 
employe. As H osea Bigelow said of 
G rant. “ I do like  a m an th a t  a in t 
afeard  ”

R R R
“W hat fools these m orta ls be!”
W hen Shakespeare pu t these words 

in to  the  m outh of Puck, he  had never 
heard  of “ Schlatter, th e  divine healer.” 
If he had, he would have said, “ w hat 
idiots these m ortals be.” I t is really  
a d iscouraging sign when so m any peo­
ple who are o rd inarily  supposed to 
have common sense, will jostle and 
jam  and crowd each o th er in order to 
see and hear a fellow such as th is  say 
th a t  he died and was buried in the 
m ountains of C olorado forty  days), 
th a t  he ascended to heaven, bu t he 
can ’t  tell w hat he saw" there. If the 
fellow has sense enough to blasphem e, 
th is  is sheer blasphem y, and he should 
be trea ted  as a blasphem er. I t  is pass­
ing strange  th a t  any m an or wom an 
w ith a grain  of self-respect will lend 
h im self o r herself to  assis t in such a 
perform ance as was w itnessed in the 
M arquam  th ea tre  Sunday night. Ba - 
num  was rig h t when he said th e  A m er­
ican people liked to be hum bugged.

R R R
The build ing trades of th is  city bad­

ly need consolidation or federation un ­
der one head. It would give them  ten 
tim es the prestige they  now have,

m ake them  a body th a t  con trac to rs  
would be bound to respect, and place 
them  in a position w here they  could 
dem and th a t  no scab labor should be 
em ployed on jobs where any  of th e  
trades work.

R RR
The Chinese are exceedingly anxious 

th a t the foreign troops shall leave Pe­
kin. It m ight be a fair offer, so far as 
the A m eileans are  concerned, to recall 
the  U nited S tates so ld ieis on condition 
th a t they recall all Chinese in th is 
country. China would be the gainer, 
and so would the United States.

TH E L A B O R  O RG A N IZER .
I t  tak es  a  peculiar m ental m ake-up 

to  be a  labor organizer. A m an m ust 
be in te lligen t or he c&n n o t lead his 
fellow -m en—even in to  be tte ring  then- 
cond ition ; but if he would avoid jea l­
ousies 'he m ust appear to  be no th ing  
above the  average in th a t  respect. He 
m ust be even-tem pered o r he cannot 
unite, for th e ir  own benefit, the m any 
k inds of hot heads' th a t m ake up h u ­
m anity , says th e  Union Record. He 
m ust be “ one of th e  boys” in o rder to 
get acquain ted  w ith  them , but he m ust 
be tem pera te  tc  hold th e ir  respect. He 
m ust be a t the  beck and call of every 
Tom, Dick and H arry  a t any hour of 
th e  day o r n igh t, bu t m ust no t kick 
if anybody fails to  keep appoin tm ents. 
He m ust be the recip ien t of every­
body’s ta le  of woe, but m ust never 
have “ troubles of his own.” He m ust 
have a thousand-do llar appearance on 
a five-dollar-a-day job to live on prom ­
ises to  pay from  “ headquarte rs .” But 
his rew ard is sure. Glory will be hand 
ed out to him  in g rea t big hunks. 
Daily papers will call him “ labor le a d ­
e r,” and po litic ians refer to  him  as ‘a 
m an of influence” ; envious union ists 
will label him  “fa k ir ,” and corporation 
law yers will refe r to  him  as an “agita  
to r .” A fter years  of fa ith fu l service 
he finds him self “ full cf honors.” the 
men he has organized en joying p ros­
perity , and his fam ily w illing  to  have 
him  go to w ork at his trade. Yea. 
verily , th e  life c f  an o rganizer ie a 
happy one.

B R IC K L A Y E R S ’ P R E SID E N T .
George P. G ubbins, the new president 

of th e  B rick layers’ N ational Union, is 
a well know n figure in Chicago labor 
circles. He has been an active w orker 
for his union for m any years and at 
the last election, in December, was 
chosen treasu re r. For tw o years p re­
viously he served as president. The 
B rick layers’ In te rn a tio n a l Union has 
82,000 m em bers in the U nited States, 
C anada and Mexico, and is the second 
largest labor organization  in m em ber­
ship in Am erica. The Chicago delega­
tion secured every th ing  they w anted in 
th e  convention. They were given a 
rebate  of $2,500 in dues paid the In te r­
national during  the  building trades 
lock-cut, and prevented the issuance of 
a ch arte r  to  a num ber of th e ir  irrembers 
who desired to form  a South Side 
union. They also secured the  abo lish ­
m ent of the office of organizer, which 
was held by ex-Secretary  O’Dea.—■ 
W estern  Laborer.

G R EE LE Y ’S L IB E R A L IT Y .
I t appears th a t  Colonel McClure has 

not yet exhausted  his large fund of an ­
ecdotes of H orace Greeley. Concern­
ing Mr. G reeley’s prodigality . Colonel 
McClure te lls  how he once ventured to  
suggest to  th e  sage of Chappaqua th a t 
he was g iving aw ay more money th an  
his m eans justified. “ W ell,” said Mr. 
Greeley, “ I guess th a t 's  so, but I can ’t 
stop it. I am like the Southern p lan ter 
who. a fte r spending the proceeds of his 
crop in w in ter reveling closed up the 
account by selling  a nigger. I do it by 
selling  a share  of The T ribune.” He 
o rig inally  owned nearly  or qu ite  one- 
half the  paper. W hen he died hp had 
but one sh a re  rem ain ing  of the  100. 
Exchange.

Smoke the  blue label cigars. They 
are healthy  and clean.


