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created  and harm ony destroyed? Con­
ten tm e n t is a condition precedent to 
tra n q u ility  and should be established 
w henever and w lierevet possible. The 
best em ploye in any and all in d u strie s  
is the  con ten ted  one. A hundred 
thousand  men, s tro n g  in m ind and 
m uscle, idle because of th e  loss of a 
finger o r perhaps a year or two be­
yond th e  age lim it, In co n stan t asso­
cia tion  w ith  th e ir  younger and more 
fo rtu n a te  b ro thers, will c e rta in ly  sow 
broadcast the  sp ir it  of d iscon ten t and 
the  doctrine  of hate.

I t is tru e  th a t  m any hazardous fea­
tu re s  of tra in  service of form er years 
a re  happily  rem oved by the  adoption 
of safety  appliances and power brakes 
T his has added to  th e  general com fort 
and lightened the  burden of those em ­
ployed, liab ility  of accident has been 
lessened, and each year few er m en are 
crushed beneath  th e  wheels. I t  also 
rem oved th e  necessity  of hav ing  well 
tra ined  men to couple cars and handle 
tra in s  w ith  hand brakes. W e have 
passed from  the age of links and p ins 
to one of levers and hose, from  a scene 
of frig h tfu l s lau g h te r to  one of com­
p ara tiv e  safety. D uring  th e  torm er 
period men w ith  fingers and thum bs 
m issing were in dem and. A crushed 
hand was its  own indorsem ent. I t  
served all the  purposes of a trave ling  
¿ard w hile on the  line, was am ple 
reference a t te rm in a ls  and was not 
considered a m isfortune to  seriously 
deplore. T he chance for em ploym ent 
w as no t im paired , bu t ra th e r  im ­
proved.

In  th e  la te r  period “old tim ers” are 
not required . T hey are  classed as u n ­
desirable. th e ir  sk ill no longer neces­
sary. T heir d isappearance  from  the 
field of action  was coincident w ith  the 
adoption of m odern safety  appliances 
and  th e  rem oval of the  dangerous 
m ethods of long ago. Very few of th is  
class shared  in the  benefits th a t  in ­
ven tive  genius has w rought in the  in ­
te re s t of th is  g ian t in d u s try —F. J. 
O’R ourke in Chicago Inter-O cean.

ID L E  R A IL W A Y  M EN.

H ow  T r ied  a » d  T ru sted  E m ployee  
are T h row n  o u t A f te r  T h e ir  

U se fu ln e ss  is  P a s t .
C arefully  prepared  estim ates based 

upon investiga tion  covering 29 sta tes, 
show ing the  num ber of unem ployed 
men in th is  country , b ring  to  ligh t 
some s ta r tl in g  in fo rm ation  and dis­
close a condition bearing  upon the 
railw ay industry  well w orthy  of c r i t­
icism  and of m uch in te res t to men 
now in service and those who con­
tem p la te  tak in g  up th is  line of work.

The w rite r  has devoted the  g rea ter 
p a rt of th ree  years in an  earnest ef­
fo rt to secure su b s ta n tia l da ta  w here­
from  a  positive s ta tem en t could be 
prepared show ing the exact num ber 
of idle m en who could righ tfu lly  be 
classed as ra ilroad  men and to  de te r­
m ine if th e ir  inaction  was vo lun tary  
or th e  resu lt of some specific ‘act on 
th e ir  p a rt  or general m ovem ent of 
em ployers. In doing th is  num erous 
difficulties w ere encountered and v a ri­
ous obstacles w ere p resen t which p re­
ven t issu ing  a  s ta tem en t absolutely 
correct as to exact num bers. How­
ever, sufficient in fo rm ation  is a t hand 
to convince ta ir  m inded persons th a t  
the num ber of unem ployed railroad  
men has reached a la rm ing  p roportions 
no tw ith stan d in g  the  fact th a t  a g rea t­
er num ber are required  to opera te  the 
lines a t  p resen t th an  a t any tim e d u r­
ing th e  life of A m erican railroads. 
S ta tis tics  gathered  from  131 railw ay
and in d u stria l centers, not including
New E ngland, N orth  and South C aro­
lina  and Georgia, show th a t  m en now 
idle and form erly  employed on ra il­
roads, of ages rang ing  from  30 to 55, 
constitu te  20 per cent, or one-fifth of 
the to ta l num ber of unem ployed. The 
average term  of service rendered to 
the  various departm en ts  by the  num ­
ber m entioned  show s 16 years.

T h a t portion  of the  reports which 
show s 60 per cent of th is  class as 
physically  and m entally  sound bu t re ­
fused em ploym ent on account of age, 
seem s a lm ost incredible in view of th e  
p rosperous condition of traffic and the  
fac t th a t  in fo rm ation  gathered  refe rs  
only to  those over 55 years. T h irty  
per cent a re  exem pt under the age 
lim it, b u t rejected  on account of 
physical defects. F ive per cent fra n k ­
ly declare th e ir  inab ility  to provide 
•suitable record. The rem ain ing  5 per 
cent has no desire to  re -en te r th e  
service. I t  should be borne in m ind 
th a t m any thousands of form er ra i l­
road em ployes of the  rejected  class 
have engaged in  o ther lines of labor 
and a re  not m entioned in the  figures 
quoted.

M any fail to  see th e  ju stice  of th is  
enforced idleness, which m ay in tim e 
lead to  serious in d u stria l d istu rb ­
ances. W hether or no t there  is an 
elem ent of danger in th is  seem ingly 
bad condition, the  policy inaugurated  
and responsib ility  for its existence is 
due to  the  a ttitu d e  of the  railw ay 
com panies, who for m any years have 
given special a tte n tio n  to  the age and 
physical qualifications of th e ir  em ­
ployes in all departm en ts  of the  serv­
ice. Some lines have placed the  age 
lim it a t  35 years, while o thers  have 
decided not to em ploy m en over 28. 
W ide experience, a good record, in ­
tellectual superio rity  and m oral up­
righ tness a re  not considered in pass­
ing upon th e  fitness of candidates for 
em ploym ent, th e  essen tia l qualifica­
tio n s  being youth  and physical p e r ­
fection. B ra in  and m uscle is an  u n ­
equal s trugg le  w ith  m uscle in the  as­
cendency.

In  the  in te re s t of peace It is well to  
reason  together. If an arm y  of ener­
getic, industrious men a re  reduced to 
a  condition of helplessness, while yet 
phyisically  and m entally  vigorous, and 
rem oved from  a  field of usefulness 
in to  w hich they  a re  prohib ited  to 
aga in  en te r, and forced to  tak e  up, 
though  unw illing ly , the  b ru ta l b u r­
den o f poverty  and  becom e a p a rt of 
th e  h ung ry  horde of d isconten ts, can 
any  one d oub t th a t  b itte rness  will be

A VO ICE FR O M  M EXICO.

H ow  th e  C lerk« in  th e  C ity  o f  th e  
iff nnf m nm a» M ake th e

U n io n  Boom.
The “C entro  de D ependientes,” or 

C lerks’ U nion,” is  proving  to be an 
o rgan ization  affording much pleasure 
socially , as well as filling a long felt 
w an t in  the  C ity of Mexico for a so­
ciety  of th e  k ind  w here those not in 
a position  to  take  advan tage  of o ther 
fac ilities  for acqu iring  lite ra ry  and 
com m ercial im provem ent, can m ake 
them selves conversan t w ith the c u r­
ren t education  of th e  tim es.

The above o rgan ization  was started  
las t Septem ber w ith  the object as 
s ta ted  above. The m em bership a l­
ready  takes in 1300 em ployes in good 
s tan d in g  in th is  city, says the Retail 
C lerk s’ N ational Advocate. Large and 
com odious room s have been tocured 
a t Calle S an ta  C lara No. 15; night 
classes in E nglish , bookkeeping and 
o th er useful branches th a t tell in the 
successful ca ree r of th e  class th a t  are 
in te rested , have been form ed and are 
a ttended  reg u la rly  by a good rep resen ­
ta tiv e  po rtion  of th e  m em bers; a gym ­
nasium  is sho rtly  to be s ta rted , and 
also  a n o th e r fea tu re  th a t  certain ly  re ­
flects cred it on the  o rig ina to rs  of the 
p lan  and th e  m anagem ent who are  ca r­
ry in g  it to  com pletion as fast as pos­
sible, viz., a san ita riu m  which will 
form  a departm en t of th e  club early 
in  the  Dew year. I t  is the in ten tion  
to provide m eans for tak in g  propel 
ca re  of all m em bers w ho should hap ­
pen to  fall ill an d  n o t be in a posi­
tion  to  receive the  hom e com forts th a t
go m uch fu rth e r  th a n  m edical a tte n ­
tion  in b ring ing  abou t a rapid  recov­
ery in  th e  m ajo rity  of cases.

Aiso once a  m onth  the  organization 
has a social function  to  which the  lady 
re la tives  and friends of th e  m em bers 
a re  inv ited , th e  best of m usic is em ­
ployed and a p leasan t evening spent 
in dancing, vocal and in strum en ta l 
m usic.

On account of th e  holiday season a 
n in e-n ig h t social e n te rta in m en t has 
been inaugu ra ted , w hich will end nex t 
M onday n igh t. In  th e  m eantim e every 
n ig h t is a fiesta; th e  room s have been 
m ost tas te fu lly  adorned w ith  palm s, 
evergreens and artificia l decorations.

T here  w ere over 200 ladies and gen­
tlem en p resen t last n ig h t and the  m an­
agem ent said th a t  the  sam e had been 
the  case ever since the  p resen t fiesta 
com m enced.

The wom en of San F rancisco  • are 
ag ita tin g  th e  sub jec t of o rgan ig ing  a 
W om an’s Label League. Much en th u ­
siasm  is being m anifested . A m eeting 
was to  be held yesterday  for the  p u r­
pose of form ing  an o rgan ization ; bu t 
we have no t learned  th e  details. There 
is no doubt th a t  a league of tn a t  de­
scrip tion  would be a gre?it aux ilia ry  
and do m uch tow ard assis ting  in m ak­
ing a dem and for goods bearing  the  
label of organized labor. The women 
do m ost of the  purchasing  a t  th e  dry 
goods stores, and of course they  nave 
it in th e ir  power to m ake the  dem and 
for the  label a lm ost universal.

Such an o rgan ization  would be ju s t 
as good for P o rtlan d  as ror San F ra n ­
cisco or any o ther place; th en  w hat is 
to  h inder o rgan iz ing  a W om an’s Label 
League in th is  c ity?  N oth ing  except 
a l ittle  en te rp rise  and a good deal of 
loyalty  to  th e  cause of labor. The 
m others, wives, s is ters , daugh ters  and 
acquain tances of th e  union m en in 
tow n, if they  would un ite  th e ir  ef­
fo rts  in th is  d irection , could wield a 
pow er th a t  would be irresistib le . If  
th e  wom en of P o rtlan d  who are  in 
sym pathy  w ith organized labor, would
get to g e th e r and take  concerted action
In th is  m atte r, i t  would not be six 
m on ths till every th in g  from  a spool 
of th read  to  a  B russels carpe t would 
bear the  trad e  m ark  of organized 
labor.

W e call a tte n tio n  to  th e  advertise ­
m ent of A. J . F a rm e r w holesale and 
re ta il grocer, in  ano th er colum n, in 
which he specifically describes b u tte r ­
ing and calls a tte n tio n  to  its  pu rity  as 
a food, the  m anner in  w hich It Is m ade, 
and he show s conclusively th a t  the  
feeling ag a in st It, if  th e re  is any , Is 
founded w holly on prejudice. Read his 
advertisem ent, and judge for yourself.

W hat is th e  good of the  union label 
if you don’t  dem and It?

Keep your card  up to  date.

C A R N E G IE  T A L K S (?)
“ H ere, boys, I ’ve been tak in g  th e  

hog’s share  of the profits in  th is  bus­
iness. I ’ve appropria ted  so m uch of 
the  profits of our jo in t efforts th a t 
I don’t know  w h a t to  do w ith  the  
m oney. I ’ve been build ing  lib ra ries  
for tow ns th a t  w ere rich  enough to 
build th e ir  own. Possibly some of 
you have had a  tough tim e of it  r a is ­
ing  your ch ild ren , pay ing  doctor b ills 
and g iv ing  them  a  com m on school ed­
ucation  le t alone spending  any tim e 
In my lib raries . I t  m ay be tru e , too, 
th a t  you c a n ’t  save up enough to p ro ­
tec t your wives and babies in case 
you die m aking  m oney for me. So I 
th in k  I ’ll tu rn  over a new life  and 
go a t the  th in g  ra tionally . Now there  
are , say 14,000 of you. In stead  of 
keeping your w ages w here they  are 
I ’ll m ake a  fa ire r  d istrib u tio n  of th e  
profits. I can give you an  average of
$1500 each a year m ore th an  you a re  
g e ttin g  now. T h a t will m ake all of 
you com paratively  rich, yet it will 
only  tak e  $21.000,000 altogether, and 
leave m e a  nice Income of $3,000,000 
as com pensation fo r my services in 
bossing the  job .”—W h at Carnegie said 
in  h is mind.

Patronize our advertisers.

Mary had a millionaire,
H is head as so ft as dough,

And everyw here that Mary went 
W hy he w as sure to go.

He follow ed her to church one day 
And there they had a row.

Arranged by Mary. Mary lives 
On alim ony now.

laboring men get your 

DRUGS • ANO • MEDICINES
OF

a l b e r t  b e r n i

COR. SECOND AND WASHINGTON STS

( M. C lark , P r is

MULTNOMAH PRINTING CO.
5 PRINTING
5 LEGAL BLANKS
0 Col. Phone, 75 Ore- p hon e’ H o°^ 4*3

107 Front, Bet. W ashington and Stark

NEW AND SECOND-HAND

BOUGHT AND SOLD

J o n e s  B o o k  S t o r e
291 Alder Street, Bet. Fourth and Fifth

BEATTIE &  HOFMANN
PHONE, S O U TH  37  I

PRINTERS
109 s t  » Portland, Ore.

B R E W E R S ' H O M E

M e t r o p o l i s  H o t e l
Philip Streib, Proprietor 

Cor. First and Main S ts., Portland, Ore.
Finest Table Board in the City 

Only White Help Employed. Meals 15c. Lodging
20c and 25c Milk and Eggs fresh from our 
own ranch daily ____________________ _____

CO UNTY A N D BANK S U P P L IE S

GLASS &  PRUDHOMME
P R IN T E R S

B LA N K  BOOK M A K E R S  
L IT H O G R A P H E R S  

1 2 3 -1 2 2  F IR S T  S T . P O R TLA N D , O R EGON

Henry Doerr Fd. Helseth
H E L SE T H  & DO ER R

Certified Members of the Nat’l Horseshoers’ Ass’n 
Local No. 36

Blacksmiths : and : Horseshoers
Wagon and Woodwork of All Kinds Done on 

Short Notice. Phone, Hood 592 
285 Couch St., Bet. 4th and 5th, Portland, Oregon

PRINTING £  
BOOKBINDING

Largest and best equipped house in the 
Northwest. Every description of Printing 
and Special Blank Books to order. Get 
our prices. Telephones 312.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY
2 1 2 -2 1 4  F ir s t  S tre e t

Dtutwhn Buttimi

Library Association
Of P o r t la n d

S ta v k  S tr e e t ,  B et. S e v e n th  a n d  P a r k

26 ,000  V O LU M ES  
250 PE R IO D IC A L S

All Popular and Standard Magazines Circulate 
as Books

Hour«—0:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. exoept 
Bundays and H oliday«

$5.00 Per Year $1.50 Per Quarter
Students Special Membership $1.00 Per Year

Pr. JSmmet prake 
Pentist

253^ Washington Street
Bet. Second and Third

Oregon Phone— Office, Black 2945
Residence, Green 635

MRS. J. MARTIN £ A.CHER
PIANO, ORGAN, GUITAR, BANJO 
MANDOLIN, VIOLIN AND ZITHER 
Lessons 50 Cents

Pianos, Organs and all kinds of Musical Instrument» 
for sals cheap. Tuning and Repairing

1041/ FIRST STREET
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