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THE CHINESE QUESTION AND ITS IMPORTANCE
BY A W ORKINGMAN

(C ontinued from  last week.)
In  seeking  to  m ain ta in  the doctrine 

th a t our governm ent has no m oral or 
e th ical r ig h t to  exclude th e  Chinese, 
ou r opponents say th a t all exclusion 
law s a re  con trary  to C hristian  teach ­
ings—th a t is to say, in conflict w ith 
th e  teach ings of C hrist. T his I deny 
for the  follow ing reasons:

1. C hrist never dealt w ith any such 
question  practically .

H e never decided any such question 
and was never called upon to  do so. 
He never said any th in g  and never 
m ade any avow al one way or the  o ther 
upon any such question. How, then, 
can he be claim ed as an au th o rity  for 
our opponents?

2. He never laid down any specific 
ru le for deciding any such question.

He never did so expressly. He never 
did so by necessary im plication or o th ­
erwise. But few of the  ru les he enun­
ciated, can be cited as bearing  upon the 
question, w ith such a degree of d irec t­
ness as to w arran t an inference one 
way or the o ther upon it. In  w hat 
m anner, therefore, can it be contended 
th a t he stands w ith our opponents?

B ut changing  som ew hat the mode in 
w hich they  urge th is  argum ent, they 
tell us th a t  while C hrist never actually  
decided any such question or fo rm u la t­
ed any specific ru le for doing so, he did, 
however, give to the world a num ber of 
eth ical principles, clearly  applicable to 
all such questions and therefore  po in t­
ing the  way to  th e ir  easy solution.

To th is  I answ er:
1. T h a t some of these so-called p rin ­

ciples upon which our opponents rely, 
do not su sta in  them , when closely 
scanned.

L et us tak e  for exam ple the Golden 
Rule—one w ith which we are  all fa­
m iliar. “ Do u n to  o thers  as you would 
have them  do un to  you,” gives it to us 
in th e  sh o rte s t form.

T h is  rule, it will be adm itted , is in ­
tended for the  guidance of everybody, 
the world over and hence for the Chi­
nese as well as for the Am ericans. Sup­
pose, therefore, the  w orking  m en of 
our coun try  were desirous of going to 
China and m aking  th e ir  perm anen t 
hom es there. Suppose they  were accus­
tom ed to  much lower wages th an  those 
p reva iling  there. Suppose the  Chinese 
laborers should believe our w orking 
m en going there  and en te ring  in to  com­
petition  w ith  them , would force the ir 
wages down to one half w hat they now 
receive and en ta il upon them  m uch of 
hardsh ip , p riva tion  and suffering they 
would otherw ise avoid. And suppose 
th a t  so believing, tney  should p ro test 
aga in st our w orking men going there. 
In such a case w hat would the  Chi­
nese laborers have our w orking men 
do? Stay at home, keep out of their 
country  and let them  alone, would they 
not? Can anybody doubt th is?  W e 
claim  to have a s im ila r case aga in st 
them —in fact a  m uch s tronger one— 
and we are  pro testing . If then  they 
would have us keep out of th e ir coun­
try  in th e  case above sta ted , ju s t let 
them  apply th e  Golden Rule to  them ­
selves and keep out of our country. 
If they  will in th is way, avail them ­
selves of th e  benefit of th a t rule, we 
shall find m uch pleasure in show ering 
upon them  our benedictions and rest 
content.

2. C h rist gives u tte rance  to some 
o ther princip les not m uch referred  to 
by our opponents in th is  p a rticu la r 
connection, which seem to be w ith us 
ra th e r  th an  w ith  them .

Let us notice one or two of tnem . 
“ No m an can serve two m asters; for 
e ither he will hate  the one or love the 
o ther; or else he will hold to  the one 
and despise the o ther.” T h is language, 
it will be observed, is no t a comm and, 
bu t a principle—a principle, too, de­
signed to be m ade practical and acted 
upon. U nder our political theories our 
people as a whole are  m aster and our 
governm ent is our their servant. U n­

der our political theories the people of 
C hina taken  as a whole ought to be 
m aster and th e ir  governm ent, their 
servan t. Now, our governm ent can ’t 
serve both these m asters. Such i3 
C h ris t’s principle, applied to the facts of 
the  case. I t  m ust choose between them . 
T here  is no escape from  this. If then  it 
m ust m ake a choice, which of the two 
peoples ought it to  choose to serve, the 
people in C hina or the people of the  
U nited S ta tes?  T here  may be those 
w ho th in k  it ought to tak e  sides w ith 
the  people in C hina who never did any 
th in g  for it. But I believe it ought to 
stand  w ith  our own people rig h t here 
in these U nited States, w ho have done 
every th ing  for it—who have paid its 
taxes ever since it had an existence, 
who have fought all its battles, shed 
th e ir  blood and offered up th e ir  lives 
in its  defense—and w ho in every way 
have given it the  respect it has a t 
home, the consideration  it com m ands 
abroad and m ade it w hat it is today, 
the  m igh tiest power in all the earth .

Again, C hrist says: “ Let your ligh t 
so shine am ong men th a t  they may see 
your good works. * * * • Do not put 
it under a bushel.” Tnis he com m and­
ed in o rder th a t those to whom he ad­
dressed him self, m ight thereby  become 
“ the  lig h t of the w orld—a city, set up­
on a hill th a t  could not be hid .”

Now, if our coun try  viewed as a n a ­
tion  can boast a ligh t a t  all, it is due 
for the  m ost p a rt to w hat has been 
done for it by our m illions of w orking 
m en, an im ated  and filled w ith a sp irit 
of good cheer, for a cen tu ry  or more 
as they have been, by the com parative- 
ly liberal ra te  of wages they have been 
receiving.

If, then , the  Chinese and o thers  of 
the  sam e or o ther races, equally objec­
tionable, be allowed to  pour in upon 
us in countless hordes and by a m ost 
m erciless and degrading  com petition 
force the  w ages of our w orkingm en 
down to one-half w hat they  now are  
o r to  a m uch lower level and subject 
them  to  the aw ful fate  th a t  would be 
involved in such a ca tastrophe—if, let 
it be repeated, such a s ta te  of affairs 
is to be encouraged and allowed, we 
m ay expect our “ lig h t” to be “put un ­
der a bushel”—Nay even worse, for the 
tim e will surely  come when it will be 
absolutely  ex tingu ished  and from  
thence onw ard the b lackness of n igh t 
will se ttle  down upon us. a m elancholy 
and e te rnal pall.

B ut if on the o ther hand, they  be 
spared th e  sorrow ful p ligh t, the b itte r  
hum ilia tion  which appears, a t tim es, 
to th rea ten  them ; if for them  the s ta r  
of hope be kept forever in the heav­
ens; if for them  there  be alw ays in  
sto re  a ju s t com pensation for all their 
to il and care, then  and in  th a t  case we 
shall be “ as a city  set upon a h ill”— 
then  and in th a t  case we shall be, and 
con tinue to  be w hat we ought to be, 
nam ely, the  best, th e  b rig h test and the 
m ost glorious “ ligh t in all th e  w orld.”

(To be continued.)
J. T. MORGAN.

SOM E M O R E P R O S P E R IT Y .
H ere s an o th er evidence of our “un ­

precedented p rosperity .” U nder date 
of Ja n u a ry  1, the A ssociated P ress sen t 
ou t th e  follow ing d ispatch , dated a t 
Y oungstow n, O.:

“ N otices of a reduction in wages 
th a t will affect about 4000 men, were 
posted today a t all th e  b las t furnaces 
in the  M ahoning and Shenango V al­
leys. W hat is know n as  the  base price 
is $1.90 per lay to bottom  fillers and 
helpers and the notice s ta tes  th a t a f­
te r  F eb ruary  1, tne  best price will be 
$1.65. T he reduction will place the  
wages of the  fu rnace  men on the same 
basis as in M arch, 1900. The em ­
ployes refuse to  say now w hether 
they  will accept th e  reduction .”—The 
Toiler.

Don’t forget the union label.

R E SO LU T IO N S A D O PTED

T h a n k in g  T h ose W h o C on tr ib u ted
To th e  S u ccess o f  th e  Sm oker.

W hereas, the  open m eeting, held on 
last F riday  evening, in th e  A. O. U. W. 
hall, was, in size of the assem blage and 
in m any o ther respects, m uch beyond 
our most sangu ine exp tectations:

And, w hereas, the program m e of ex­
ercises gotten  up for the occasion was 
well adapted th e re to  and proved a 
source of in struction  and rare  e n te r­
ta inm en t to  th e  vast audience there  
b rought together, num bering not less, 
and probably m ore th an  a thousand 
persons;

And, w hereas, the e laborate  and va­
ried p repara tions m ade therefor in ­
volved and m ust have required much 
persevering  and p a in stak ing  work on 
the p a rt of the  several gentlem en 
charged therew ith , therefore, be it re ­
solved as the  sense of th is  assem bly:

1. T h a t the th an k s of th is assem bly 
are  due, and hereby m ost cheerfully 
tendered  to  B ro ther W. H. B arry, 
chairm an, and B ro thers  H arry  Gurr, 
G rant M cDonald, L. C. F risby  and 
Lewis W ise, associate m em bers w ith 
him  upon the com m ittee who were en- 
tiu s ted  w ith the a rrangem en ts for said 
m eeting and whose m anagem ent th e re ­
of m ade it a signal and a triu m p h an t 
success.

2. T h a t our th an k s  are due and 
hereby m ost h ea rtily  extended to The 
M usicians’ U nion of th is city for the ir 
con tribu tion  to  the exercises of the 
evening in the g rand  overtu re  w ith 
w’hich they  opened the  same, and also 
to the  several o th er singers and per­
form ers who so kindly  favored us w ith 
th e ir  assistance.

3. T h a t our th an k s  are fu rth e rm o re  
due and hereby tendered to  B rother 
C harles E. York, m anager, and H. B. 
M etcalf, ed ito r of the P o rtland  Labor 
Press, for the  judicious m anner in 
which th a t  paper heralded the  coming 
of th a t m eeting before it  took place 
and for the  very com plim entary  m an­
ner in which it has reported  the  sam e 
since it occurred.

SE L F -P R E S E R V A T IO N .
R efusal of union men to w ork w ith 

non-union m en is the source of much 
criticism , and th is, too, strange  to  
say, from  m any doctors and law yers. 
Now, doctors and law yers have un ­
ions, and in the  m atte r  of choice of 
w orking associates doctors absolutely  
refuse to  consu lt w ith  doctors who are 
of a  different school, even though 
death  stands ready  to  claim  a p a tien t 
who m ight be benefited by such consul­
ta tion , says the Rock Island  U nionist. 
To become a physician  one m ust a t ­
tend some m edical college, generally  
for a term  of th ree  years. He then 
receives a d ip lom a which en titles  him  
to practice. F o r self-p reservation  doc­
to rs  have had law s enacted m aking  it 
a  crim inal offense to  practice  w ithout 
a diplom a. W hen a law yer g raduates 
he also  receives a diplom a, or certifi­
cate—a g u a ran tee  of his ability . W hen 
a m echanic serves his apprenticesh ip  
or tim e, w hich in some tra d e s  is th ree 
years and o thers  more, he receives h is 
certificate and is  adm itted  to  the u n ­
ion of h is craft. A law yer who en ­
ters  upon the practice  of his profession 
w ith the avowed in ten tion  of ignoring 
the ru les of h is  profession is sooh 
b rought to  a rea liza tion  of the  fu tility  
of a  single-handed fight aga in st the  
power of h is associates, and his life as 
an a tto rney , in th a t  v icin ity  a t least 
Is short. In  view of the  punishm ent 
sum m arily  m eted out to  offenders of 
the ru les of docto rs’ and law yers’ a s­
sociations, it  ill befits m em bers of o th ­
er associations to  critic ise  labor un ­
ions for action  taken  for self-preserva­
tion.

H ave you had a k indness show n? 
Pass it on.

’Tw as not given for you alone— 
Pass it  on.

Let it travel down the years,
Let it wipe a n o th e r’s tears,
Till in heaven the deed appears,

Pass it  on.

LABORING MEN GET YOUR

DRUGS • AND • MEDICINES
OF

A L B E R T  BERN I

COR. SECOND AND W ASHINGTON STS.

oc»Ci
Geo. M  O rton , M gr,• M. C lark , P res,F 7,

MULTNOMAH PRINTING CO.
P R IN T IN G  
LEG AL B LA N K S

8 Col. Phone, 75 Ore. Phone, Hood 443
J07 Front> Bet- W ashington and 8 f r l t  j

H O L ID A Y  : B O O K S
A N D  N O V E L T I E S  

A T

J o n e s  B o o k  S to r e
291 Alder Street, Bet. Fourth and Fifth*

BEATTIE &  HOFMANN
PHONE, SO U TH  371

PRINTERS
109 Fifth St., Portland, Ore.

Deutsches Besthaus BREWERS’ HOME

M e tr o p o lis  H o te l
Philip Streib , Proprietor

Cor. First and Main Sts., Portland, Ore.
Finest Table Board in the City 

Only W hite Help Employed. Meals 15c. Lodging
20c and 25c. Milk and Eggs fresh from our 
own ranch daily

C O U N T Y  A N O  B A N K  S U P P L IE S

GLASS &  PRUDHOMME
P R IN T E R S

B L A N K  BOOK M A K E R S  
L IT H O G R A P H E R S  

123-122 F ir s t  s t . Po r t l a n d , O r e g o n

Henry D oerr Ed. Helseth
HELSETH &  DOERR

Certified Members of the N at’I Horseshoers' Ass’n 
Local No. 36

Blacksmiths : and : Horseshoers
Wagon and Woodwork of All Kinds Done on 

Short Notice. Phone, Hood 592 
285 Couch St., Bet. 4th and 5th, Portland, Oregon

PRINTING £
BOOKBINDING

Largest and best equipped house in the 
Northwest. Every description of Printing 
and Special Blank Books to order. Get 
our prices. Telephones 312.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY
« 1 2 -3 1 4  F lin t S treet

W A N T E D
Experienced Newspaper Solicitors 
Call at Room 53 McKay Bldg.

Library Association
Of P o r t la n d

S ta c k  S tr e e t ,  B et. S e v e n th  a n d  P a ck

26 ,000  VO LUM ES  
250 PE R IO D IC A L S

All Popular and Standard Magazines Circulate 
as Books

Hours—9:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. except 
Bundays and H olidays

$5.00 Per Year $1.50 Per Quarter
Students Special Membership $1.00 Per Year

Pr. JSmmet prake 
Pentist

253^ Washington Street
Bet. Second and Third

Oregon Phone—Office, Black 2945
Residence, Green 635

The co-operative m ovem ent in G reat 
B rita in  is a notably  expanding one and 
represeh t a developm ent which indus­
tria l A m erica is a com parative s tran g e r 
to. From  1862, when the m ovem ent be­
gan, to  1897, the num ber of co-opera­
tive societies engaged in the re ta il 
trade had Increased from  400 to  2,230. 
having a m em bership of 1,627,135, and 
a  share cap ital of nearly  $100,000,000. 
The sales of these societies in lo97 
am ounted to $325,000,000, upon which 
there  was a  net profit, divided am ong 
the  m em bers, of $32,679,000, or about 
10 per cent.

No w onder Fellow s, 309 W ashington  
street, sells m ore groceries th an  any 
o ther m an in town. H is prices are  
the  lowest and his goods the best.


