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A PL A IN  PR O PO SIT IO N .
There is but one way to m ake con­

verts to unionism , and th a t is by con­
tinuous, persisten t individual effort. 
There is not a m an in P ortland  who 
is a m em ber of organized labor, th a t  
cannot influence some one, th a t  can­
no t convince some non-union m an, 
th a t it would be better for him  to be­
long to the  union. If every m em ber 
of every union, would bear th is  in 
m ind and work accordingly, w hat a 
revolution there would be in labor 
m atte rs  in Portland. The unions 
would have to held special m eetings 
to in itia te  the new members. In six 
m onths you would have to  vaccinate 
somebody in order to find a scab in 
town. W ages would go up in every 
trad e  or calling, business would re ­
vive, and there  would be such activ ity  
th a t  aston ishm ent would be depicted 
on the  faces of the an ti-p rogressive  
elem ent in the city.

T here is no leg itim ate  reason why 
every laboring  m an in O regon’s me­
tropolis is not a m em ber of a labor 
union. If those who already  belong 
would go to  th e ir  friends on the ou t­
side and explain to them  the benefits 
th a t will accrue to them  by being 
m em bers of organized labor, there  is 
no t one in ten th a t would not a t once 
6end in his name, for no m an will vol­
u n ta rily  fail to  do th a t which he 
knows is to his own in terest, and it is 
to every w orkingm an’s in te rest to be­
long to a union.

I t «16
GETTING T H E IR  EYES O PENED.

One of the fundam ental doctrines 
of the Am erican Federation  of Labor, 
nam ely, th e  doctrine of m unicipal 
ow nership of public u tilitie s  is rapidly 
spreading. It is gaining a foothold in 
m any of the cities and is being a g ita t­
ed in m any others. W herever it has 
been tried , the experim ent has proved 
a great success, especially in the  way 
of saving the people’s money, instead 
of squandering it to enrich  a few 
greedy corporations. It is only a ques­
tion of tim e and education when all 
the public necessities, such as s tree t­
car lines, electric and gas p lan ts, wa­
ter works, telephones, etc., will be 
owned and operated by th e  various 
m unicipalities. H asten  the  day, when 
th is  class of m onopolies shall be ob­
litera ted , and the  people pay for w hat 
they get and no more.

i t  i t  at
The union label is labo r’s trade 

m ark.

R E T U R N IN G  TO F A T H E R L A N D .
A Brem an correspondent is au th o rity  

for the s ta tem en t th a t m any G erm ans 
are  re tu rn in g  to the  “ fa the rland .” so 
m any in fac t th a t  the  im m igration  
g reatly  exceeds the em igration . The 
grow ing m erchant m arine and navy 
and the large stand ing  arm y is such 
th a t all th e  availab le men in the  coun­
try  are required  for th a t purpose, com­
pelling the  farm ers, m iners, etc., to  go 
to o ther countries for laborers. Most 
of the  Germ an railw ays have been 
bu ilt by Ita lian s , and th e  sam e class of 
laborers is employed to carry  out the 
im m ense fortifications in A lsace-Lor­
aine. The coal m iners of W estphalian  
d istric t are  worked en tirely  by Ita lian s  
and Bohem ians.

The s ta tem en t th a t  G erm ans are  re­
tu rn ing  to th e ir native land from  other 
countries, may be true, but we doubt 
w hether any noticeable num ber are  
leaving Am erica. We hope it is not 
tru e ; for in their stead  m ay come 
m yriads of the yellow race th a t  K ip­
ling  describes as ha lf devil and half 
child. How ever, there  is l ittle  danger, 
for the th rifty  Germ ans of the  U nited 
S tates know  a good th in g  when they 
see it, and the  great m ajority  of them  
are too well contented here to  ever 
th ink  of re tu rn in g  to G erm any to re ­
m ain perm anently .

« ««
R E P R E SE N T A T IV E  K A H N ’S 

BILL.
R epresentative K ahn, of C alifornia, 

will p resen t a bill to Congress p rovid­
ing for th e  exclusion of th e  Chinese. 
I t  will be in m ost respects a re-enact­
m ent of the Geary bill, w ith  the  addi­
tional provision for an appeal to the 
United S ta tes d istric t court from  the  
decision of the  Federal Com m issioner, 
in cases w here Chinese have been ad ­
m itted on perjured Chinese testim ony. 
As the  law  now s tan d s , the  hearing  
cannot be reopened nor is th e re  any 
appeal, no tw ith stand ing  it may tra n s ­
p ire th a t  th e  applicant h as  been ad ­
m itted  on perjured testim ony. Mr. 
K ahn will try  to  have th e  bill cover 
a period of tw enty  years. He is well 
pleased w ith  the prospects and is con­
fident of the  passage of th e  bill.

Com m issioner General Pow derly, of 
the Im m igration  Bureau, is heartily  
in sym patuy  w ith the provision in 
the  bill, for an appeal to  the  d is tr ic t 
court, as  he says he has had a great 
deal of troub le  th rough  the  w ant of 
some such provision. If R epresen ta­
tive  K ahn can get th is  bill th rough  he 
will deserve the everlasting  g ratitude  
of th e  w orking  people of the en tire  
coun try  and especially of the Pacific 
Coast. «««

R E P R E SE N T A T IV E  MEN?
The m an who th in k s th a t  organized 

labor is no t in the saddle in Portland , 
should have  been a t the  ra lly  in A. O. 
U. W. hall last F riday  evening. He 
would change his opinion w ithout 
w aiting  to  be told. I t  was a m agnifi­
cent ga the ring  of as honest, sober, 
health fu l, industrious, in te lligen t men 
as could be found in any city of the 
land. The dem onstration  was an hon­
or to  P ortland  and to  th e  people who 
compose the  bone and sinew  of the 
industria l en terp rises th a t  constitu te  
the  foundation of all success. T here 
were m ore th an  a thousand men pres­
ent, and a m ore in te lligen t, practical, 
sober set of men can n o t be got to ­
gether w ith in  the  corporate  lim its of 
P ortland . They showed by th e ir  firm 
determ ined countenances th a t  they 
were men who could be relied on in 
an em ergency. They are th e  kind of 
men th a t  gain battles for the country, 
and th a t  carry  “Old G lory” to victory 
and win the  p laud its of an adm iring  
world.

« « a t
W e a re  unable to understand  how a 

conscientious non-union m an can re ­
ceive the  benefits of the  union, in the 
raise  in wages, sho rten ing  hours, etc., 
and refuse to  con tribu te  to help the 
cause th a t helps him. We should 
th in k  he would be asham ed to  look 
his wife and children in th e  face.

W H A T  SEN A TO R  SW E EK  SA Y S
The barbers of the  city are consid­

erably worked up over an a rtic le  th a t 
appeared in M onday’s Telegram  head­
ed "W hen B arbers Must Not W ork .” 
I t seems th a t a Telegram  reporter 
called on Senator Sweek, who is the 
au tho r of the ba rbers’ Sunday closing 
bill, and had a short ta lk  w ith him  
on the subject. The second sentence 
in the Telegram  article  reads thus: 
“ Being a law yer and not a barber, 
though a patron  of them , Senator 
Sweek is no t particu larly  in terested  
in the m easure. He d rafted  the  bill 
by request.” This is the sentence th a t 
very ju stly  excited the  ind ignation  of 
the barbers, as they say th a t  Senator 
Sweek gave them  to understand  th a t 
he was in sym pathy w ith the m easure, 
and th a t  he would try  to have it 
passed.

A P ortland  Labor Press rep resen ta ­
tive called on the Senator a t his of­
fice in the Cham ber of Commerce and 
directed his a tten tio n  to the  article, 
ask ing  him  w hether it  was correct 
or not.

“No, s ir ,” said th e  Senator, “ it is 
no t correct I said no th ing  th a t could 
give any such im pression. The Tele­
gram  repo rter asked me w hether I 
had any bills to p resen t to  the Leg­
islature. I told him  I had and showed 
him  th is  bill of the barbers. T h a t 
was all there  was to  it. I have been 
m isquoted and I shall call the Tele­
g ram ’s a tten tion  to  it.” T h a t settled 
the  m atte r as far as Senator Sweek is 
concerned.

Now, as to the  s ta tem en t in the 
article  th a t the barbers in favor of the 
bill may be “ classified w ith the  dog in 
the  m anger.” The Labor P ress  m an 
called on Secretary  Leabo, of the 
B arbers’ Union, and was shown a list 
of petitions in favor of Sunday clos­
ing. from  nearly  every tow n in the  
sta te , in w hich the barbers  were v ir ­
tually  unanim ous in favor of th e  law. 
In fac t from  every tow n th a t has been 
heard  from , th e re  was a universal 
sen tim en t in favor of Sunday closing. 
So the dog in the m anger, if th e re  is 
any dog in th e  m anger, m ust be the 
unnam ed barber th a t  was interview ed 
by the  Telegram  reporter.

« « «
NO W O M EN “SC A BS.”

If the  laboring  m en were all as 
loyal to  organized labor and as sensi­
ble to  the benefits of unionism  as the 
women, there  would not be a non­
union m an in Portland . W henever or 
w herever a  s trike  for b e tte r condi­
tions has been in progress, the wives 
and m others and sis ters  and daugh­
te rs  of the w orkers have stood fa ith ­
fully  by th e ir  dear ones in th e ir s tru g ­
gle for the  righ t. M any a tim e have 
the  wom en during  a s tr ik e  exhibited 
a fo rtitude  in the face of p rivation  
and w ant, th a t  would have reflected 
cred it on th e  s te rn e r sex. There are  
no women “sc ab s ;” they are for union 
—to  a man. « « «

W hy don’t  the  friends of w hite la ­
bor urge the  city  council to  place a 
heavy tax  on m ale house servan ts  and 
thus d riv e  out the “ch inks” who are 
low ering wages and d riv ing  w hite wo­
m en and girls out of em ploym ent? If 
the  w orking  people don’t  help th em ­
selves and those dear to  them , nobody 
else will. « « «

If th e  organized carpen ters will 
m ake a resolution and abide by it, 
th a t  they  w on’t work w ith non-union 
carpenters, it w on’t be long till there  
w on’t be any of the la tte r  class around. 
They will e ither jo in  the  union or get 
ou t of town.

It It It
W e say i t  w ithout hesita tion  th a t 

one of the best extem poraneous speak­
ers on subjects th a t have come w ithin  
th e  lim its of his investigation , in 
P o rtland , is Mr. J. T. M organ, of the 
m illm ens’ union.

at at at
T here are a g rea t m any unorganized 

w ood-w orkers in Portland . W hy don’t 
they  get together?

SOM E P R E S S  COM M ENTS
Since some people will no doubt be 

g rea tly  pleased to know th a t the  p lu to ­
cra tic  press is happy a t the outcom e of 
the A. F. of L. convention, I take  p leas­
ure also in rep rin tin g  a few com m ents, 
and thus  m aking  every th ing  sa tisfac­
tory  all around.

“ In the first place,” says the  Cleve­
land Leader, “ the delegates to the con­
vention put them selves on record as in 
opposition to the principles of social­
ism. The m ain objection to  the re- 
election of Sam uel Gompers as p resi­
dent cam e from  the  Socialists, and he 
won a decided trium ph , the convention 
not only re-electing  him , but refusing  
to  shorten  his term  or change the 
m ethod of electing officers, says the 
Cleveland Citizen. The a ttem p t to 
am end the constitu tion  in such a way 
as to perm it the o rganization  to  go in ­
to politics—a purely socialistic propo­
sition—was abandoned.................. OQe
delegate said he had not m uch faith  
in labor rep resen ta tives in public offi­
ces, and th a t he would sooner see M ark 
H anna represen ting  th e ir in terests.

“ Organized labor th roughou t the 
country  is to be congra tu la ted  on the 
defeat of the forces which were seek­
ing to gain control of the F ederation , 
and the  delegates to  the Louisville con­
vention a re  to be congra tu la ted  on the 
conservatism  and good sense which 
characterized th e ir proceedings. In  
m any respects Sam uel Gom pers is one 
of the best leaders labor has had in 
recent years.”

H eretofore P. M. A rth u r was the  on­
ly “ labor leader” w orth  tru s tin g  in the 
estim ation  of the  Cleveland Leader. I 
am glad the  Leader is  becom ing m ore 
liberal in th is  leading business.

The Buffalo C ourier th in k s “ the use­
fulness of the Am erican Federa tion  of 
Labor will not be increased by an a l­
liance w ith  the Social Dem ocratic p a r­
ty, or any o ther p a rty .”

B ut the Courier was not much dis­
turbed when the F ederation  practically  
formed an alliance w ith the  capitalistic  
Dem ocratic party  by endorsing free s il­
ver and denouncing im perialism .

The Cnicago Tribune also sanctions 
the  stand  of the Federation  in tu rn ing  
down the Socialists, and com plim ents 
the conservatives fo r p ro tes tin g ag a in st 
a speaker’s reference to  Congress as 
the “robbers’ roost” and to w ork ing­
m en a s  “ wage slaves,” and concludes 
th a t th e  p resent policy of the F edera­
tion  “ will hard ly  be questioned by any ­
one who has the practical good of o r­
ganized labor a t h e a rt.”

“ The Jou rna l has already com m ent­
ed on some phases of politics in the 
F ederation  of Labor brought on by th e  
ag ita tion  of the Social D em ocratic ele­
m ent,” says the Indianapolis Journal. 
“I t looks now as if the conservative 
elem ent would prove stronger th an  in 
previous contests on the sam e line. On 
Monday th ere  was a sp irited  debate 
over a resolution th a t recited the fa il­
ure of lobbyists in Congress and Leg­
isla tu res to secure recognition for 
union labor, and declared th a t the m en 
who oppose labor and m ake the laws 
are  the  agents of concentrated  cap ital; 
th a t the law s are  not m ade for the 
w orkingm en or the  common people; 
th a t to  r ig h t these w rongs laboring  
men m ust be possessed of the  power of 
leg islation  or be leg isla to rs them ­
selves; th a t the  lack of power to con­
tro l and enact legislation holds labor 
practically  pow erless before concen­
tra ted  capital. The reso lu tion  declared 
th a t the  Federa tion  should concentrate 
its efforts for th e  overthrow  of such 
conditions and indorse th e  in itia tive  
and referendum  as the  only m eans by 
which th is could be accom plished. Af­
te r  a warm  discussion the  resolution 
and pream ble were lost by a  vote of 70 
to 50. If the  conservatives m ain ta in  
th is  m ajority , efforts to com m it the  o r­
ganization to  socialism  will fail.”

Show me a re s ta u ra n t or hotel man 
who is opposed to  union labor, and  I ’ll 
show you a m an th a t  alw ays cuts a 
piece of pie so  th a t it will have th ree  
acute angles.


