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(Continued from last week.)

Those who oppose excluding the
Chinese take the position that there
should be no re-enactment of our
Chinese exclusion laws as they now
stand, but they should be permitted to
expire and cease to be operative, as
they do by their own terms, on and
after May 5, 1902,

This would be a practical removal
of all restrictions and would allow
ther to come here just as freely as
they had the privilege of doing before
the enactment of these laws,

Those of us who are in favor of ex-
clusion, take a squarely opposite view
of the matter and go even somewhat
further. We contend:

1. 7 hat these several exclusion laws
should be re-enacted and continued in
fcrce permanently.

2. That they should be so broaden-
ed in their scope as to apply to the
Japanese as well as to the Chinese.

3. That they should be made to ap-
ply to all other Asiatic people who are
open to the same objections that are
urged against the Chinese.

Here then is the issue between those
who oppose and those who favor ex-
clusion as plainly stated, perhaps as
it is possible to do so. Before proceed-
ing further a few general statements
will be premised, to be constantly
borne in mind by the reader. The ex-
clusion laws as they now stand apply
to Chinese laborers, skilled and un-
skilled, and to these alone, with an
exception or two, not sufficiently im-
portant to require more extended no-
tice here.

While the Chinese only, will, for the
most part, be mourned as those, upon
whom the proposed legislatiop is to
operate, it will be understood that
Japanese and all other Asiatics are in
contemplation as well as the Chinese.
Again where such expressions as “our
own people,” “our own working men,”
“our native population,” and the like
are met with, they will be used as ap-
plying to all persons now citizens or
residents of the United States gave in
cases where it is apparent they are
employed in a different sense.

The main arguments of those op-
posed to exclusion may be ranged un-
der two broad generalizations, as fol-
lows:

1. Our Federal Government has no
moral or ethical right to exclude.

2. BEven if it have such right, there
is no sufficient reason for exercising
it in that direction as matters now
stand.

If these propositions are true, our
opponents have planted themselves on
pretty strong ground. Let us there-
fore take them up in the order named
and see whether the arguments by
which they s2¢k to maintain them are
valid.

Their first proposition is tnat our
Government has no moral or ethical
right to exclude. They mean and in-
sist that this shall be accepted as a
universal proposition, applying not
only to our Government, but to all oth-
er governments as well. In other
words their contention is that no gov-
ernment has or can have a moral or
ethical right to exclude from its ter-
ritory the people of any other country.
What are the arguments they rely up-
on to support this assertion? Let us
proceed to some of them, noticing the
less important ones first. Among other
things they say that to exclude is un-
kind and inhuman.

To this I answer:

1. I deny it; and this denial has
just as much force as the bare unsup-
ported statement, it puts in issue.

2, To say “to exclude is unkind and
inhuman,” and there stop is to use the
language of characterization only—
nothing more. Were I to say “to ex-
clude is very kind and very humane,”
I would be employing words every
whit as strong and at the same time
taking an opposite position. As a mat-
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ter of argument there would be as
much sense in one mode of reasoning
as in the other, but not very much in
either,

3. If, from any point of view it be
unkind to the Chinese to exclude
them, I affirm that from various other
points of view, to be dealt with later
on, it would be much more unkind to
our own people to admit them. Hence
were all things else equal, our govern-
ment would be under a moral obliga-
tion not to admit them in order to
prevent a greater unkindness from be-
falling our people than exclusion
would entail upon them. In other
words where our government must do
one or the other of two unkind things,
it ought to do the one which is the
least unkind.

They say, it is not so much from the
poor immigrant that we may expect
harm as from the rich one who comes
here, seeking to perpetuate the wrong-
ful domination of organized wealth,
and hence to exclude the former and
admit the latter, is unfair and also im-
politic as well.

To this I reply:

1. We do not insist upon excluding
the Chinese or any of them because
they are poor, and to assume that we
do so, is to set up a man of straw to
be knocked down again; and yet the
blow is so weak, that did I not thus
volunteer to help do the job, he would
continue on his feet, smiling at their
discomforture.

2. Being as I am, no apologist for
the wrongful domination of organized
wealth, I am, therefore, the more
ready to declare that if the coming of
rich immigrants into our country is
threatening ue with any dangers of
that kind I am perfectly willing that
our exclusion laws shall be applied to
them also.

If any of our opponents believe that
poverty makes innocence a crime, or
that riches converts vice into a virtue,
it affords me pleasure to inform them
that I join them in no such unholy

opinion.
J. T. MORGAN.

(To be continued.)

WHY EIGHT HOURS?

Because of the present long hour
day many are unemployed, and the
man on the street fixes the wages paid
to the man that works.

The price of labor is regulated by
the supply. Eight hours would reduce
the supply.

Labor saving machinery has in-
creased the producing capacity of
working men, who in justice should
be afforded more leisure.

The eight-hour day world increase
the longevity of the workers.

It would give greater opportunity
for social and educational develop-
ment.

1t would raise the standard of living,
upon which prosperity depends.

It would help tne taxpayer by put-
ting the tramp to work.

It would promote an independent
spirit, which is lacking in over-worked
people.

It would build up trades unions, and
concentrated effort is the law of suc-
cess in the militant world of industry.

It would open up the road to every
desirable social reform.

It would give men a chance to get
acquainted with their families.

It would promote temperance by re-
moving the desire for stimulants
which comes from long hours of labor,

It would make better citizens by
giving the citizens more time to under-
stand his duties,—Exchange.

Why don’t the white laundry work-
ers organize and drive out the pig-
taile?

There are butchers enough in the

city to make a splendid union.

IMPROVED CONDITIONS.

A comparison of some of the old rec-
cords and statistics in the office with
some of the later ones shows a wonder-
ful improvement in the condition of
the organized workers over that which
obtained previous to the reorganiza-
tion of the International Union in
1879. In many instances the record
shows an increase of 50 per cent in
wages and a reduction of the hours of
labor from 12 and 14 hours to 8 hours
per day as well as the abolition of the
truck system, which all know prevaii-
ed to an alarming extent, says the
Cigar Makers' Jorunal. In this con-
nection Jerry Cronin told a story to
the Detroit convention which he
vouches for as the truth; while it Is
old it is good enough to reproduce here
for .he purpose of showing to what
extent the truck system prevailed in
those days. It is as fotlows: A cigar
maker who was in the habit of taking
truck as a necessity for his wages
could not even at that get all that was
due him each week. This surplus,
which was left in the bosses’ hand,
finally amounted to $47. In order to
square the indebtedness he proposed
that the journeyman take a horse
which the boss had and wnieh ne pro-
nounced a crackerjack, to which the
journeyman agreed. That night ne
started home with the horse, and had
proceeded about three blocks when the
horse fell dead. It cost the journey-
man $7 to have him removed from the
streets of Elmira. Old timers say that
this story also originated the “dead
horse” phrase so commonly used 1n
our trade. Organization has practical-
ly eliminated the truck system with aftl
its consequent evils from our trade m
so far as the union man is concerned.
Anybody who has been in the business
for any length of time can readily see
the great improvements that have
been brought about by organization.

TO BAR OUT 1THE CHINESE.

The following dispatch has been re-
ceived from its special correspondent
by the San Francisco Examiner:

Washington, Jan. 2.—Representa-
tive Kahn will have an important con-

ference tomorrow with Commissioner- -

General Powderly of the Immigration
Bureau, regarding the bill he propcses
to introduce for the extension of the
Chinese Exclusion law, as provided by
the Geary Act.

“In its general features,” said Mr. :

Kahn, “my bill will be a re-enactment
of the Geary law; but it will contain
an important departure in permitting
the United States to take appeals in
the prosecution of cases against Chi-
nese. At present, a Chinese, when
brought before a Federal Commission-
er to be examined as to his right to re-
main in this country, is often able to
obtain admission on the perjured tes-
timony of fellow Chinese. Though the
government may afterwards find that
the admission was procured through
fraud, yet it cannot re-open the hear-
ing. My bill will provide that in cases
of this kind the federal officials may
take an appeal to the District Court.
This feature is heartily advocated by
Mr. Powderly, who has experienced
much trouble through his inability to
reopen cases against Chinese who have
succeeded in passing the Federal Com-
missioner.

“I shall try to obtain the passage of
the bill for a term of twenty years. 1
am much pleased at the favorahle re-
ception that has been «ccorded the
measure, and I have no doubt of its
passage.”

1t has been given out as authority
that the new steel trust, practically in-
cluding all the manufacturers of steel
in America, will be an accomplished
fact shortly after the new year begins,
This announcement should be received
with pleasure by the American peo-
ple, especially at this time, when con-
tracts for so many new battleships are
to be let, giving such an excellent op-
portunity for the new trust to loot the
public treasury.—Pueblo Courier.

LABORING MEN GET YOUR
DRUGS - AND - MEDICINES
OF

ALBERT BERNI

COR. SECOND AND WASHINGTON STS.

Lee M. Clark, Pres.

MULTNOMAH PRINTING CO.
PRINTING
LEGAL BLANKS

? Col. Phone, 75 Ore. Phone, Hood 443
107 Front, Bet. Washington and Btark

Geo, M. Orton, Mxr.]

HOLIDAY : BOOKS

AND NOVELTIES
AT

Jones Book Store
291 Alder Street, Bet. Fourth and Fifth

BEATTIE & HOFMANN

PHONE, SOUTH 371

PRINTERS

109 Fifth St., Portland, Ore.

Deutsches Basthaus BREWERS' HOME

Metropolis Hotel

PHILIP STREIB, Proprietor
Cor. First and Main Sts., Portland, Ore.

Finest Table Board in the City :
Only White Help Em]ployed. Meals 15¢. Lodging
20c and 25c. Milk and Eggs fresh from our
own ranch daily

COUNTY AND BANK SUPPLIES

GLASS & PRUDHOMME

PRINTERS
BLANK BOOK MAKERS
LITHOGRAPHERS
123-122 FIRST ST. PORTLAND, OREGON

Henry Doerr Ed. Helseth
HELSETH & DOERR

Certified Members of the Nat’l Horseshoers’ Ass'n
Local No. 36

Blacksmiths : and : Horseshoers

Wagon and Woodwork of All Kinds Done on
Short Notice. Phone, Hood 592

285 Couch St., Bet. 4th and sth, Portland, Oregon

PRINTING #
BOOKBINDING

Largest and best equipped house in the
Northwest. Every description of Printing
and Special Blank Books to order. Get
our prices. Telephones 312.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY

212-214 First Street
Experienced Newspaper Solicitors
Call at Room 53 McKay Bldg.

Library Association

Of Portland
Stark Street, Bet. Seventh and Park

26,000 VOLUMES
250 PERIODICALS

All Popular and Standard Magazines Circulate
as Books

Hours—9:00 A, M. to 9:00 P. M. except
Sundays and Holidays

$5.00 Per Year $1.50 Per Quarter
Students Special Membership $1.00 Per Year

Pr. Emmet Prake

Pentist

253 Washington Street
Bet. Second and Third

Oregon Phone—Office, Black 2945
Residence, Green 635

H New Daily!

There are those and they are
many, who think that Portland
_ needs a new dalily

aper. We have

en constantly in-

creasing our facili-

ties, until we have

reached the point

where we can easi-

ly produce one
without delay. Our

list of
patrons is evidence
that our work s
satisfactory to the
most exacting as
to time and quality.

MOORE & SHORT
205 Second S8t., PORTLAND, OR.

increasing

The Portland Labor Press is the best
weekly advertising medium in Port-
land.




