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THE CHINESE QUESTION AND ITS IMPORTANCE
BY A W O R K IN G M A N

iContinued from  last week.)
Those who oppose excluding the

Chinese take the  position th a t  there  
should be no re enactm ent of our 
Chinese exclusion law s as they  now 
stand , but they should be perm itted  to 
expire and cease to be operative, aa 
they  do by their own term s, on and 
a fte r May 5, 1902.

This would be a practical rem oval 
of all restric tions and  would allow 
the-r to come here ju st as freely as 
they had the privilege of doing before 
the  enactm ent of these laws.

Those of us who are  in favor of ex­
clusion, take  a squarely opposite view 
of the m atte r and go even som ew hat 
fu rther. W e contend:

1. 'ih a t  these several exclusion law» 
should be re-enacted and continued in 
force perm anently .

2. T ha t they should be so b roaden­
ed in th e ir scope as to apply to  the 
Japanese  as well as to th e  Chinese.

3. T ha t they should be m ade to ap ­
ply to all o ther Asiatic people w ho are  
open to the  sam e objections th a t  a re  
urged against the Chinese.

Here then  is the issue betw een those 
who oppose and those who favo r ex­
clusion as p lainly sta ted , perhaps as 
it is possible to do so. Before proceed­
ing fu rth e r a few general s ta tem en ts  
will be prem ised, to be constan tly  
borne in mind by the  reader. The ex ­
clusion laws as they now stand  apply 
to  Chinese laborers, skilled and un­
skilled, and to these alone, w ith  an 
exception or two, not sufficiently im ­
p o rtan t to require m ore extended no­
tice  here.

W hile the  Chinese only, will, for the 
m ost part, be rrourned as those, upon 
whom the proposed legislation is to 
operate, it will be understood th a t 
Japanese  and all o ther A siatics a re  in 
contem plation as well as the Chinese. 
Again where such expressions as “our 
own people,” “our own w orking  m en," 
“our native population,” and the  like 
are m et with, they will be used as ap­
plying to all persons now citizens or 
residents of the United Sta»°s eave in 
cases w here it is apparen t they  are 
employed in a different sense.

The m ain argum en ts of those op­
posed to exclusion m ay be ranged un­
der tw o broad generalizations, as fol­
lows:

1. Our Federal G overnm ent has no 
m oral or eth ical rig h t to exclude.

2. Even if it have such righ t, th ere  
is no sufficient reason for exercising 
it in th a t  d irection as m atte rs  now 
stand.

If these propositions a re  true, our 
opponents have planted them selves on 
p re tty  strong  ground. Let us th e re ­
fore take them  up in the order nam ed 
and see w hether th e  argum en ts by 
which they seek to m ain ta in  them  are 
valid.

T heir first proposition is tn a t  our 
G overnm ent has no m oral or eth ical 
righ t to  exclude. They m ean and in ­
s is t th a t th is  shall be accepted as a 
universal proposition, apply ing  not 
only to our G overnm ent, bu t to all o th ­
er governm ents as well. In o ther 
words the ir conten tion  is th a t  no gov­
ernm ent has or can have a m oral or 
eth ical rig h t to exclude from, its te r ­
rito ry  the  people of any o ther country . 
W hat are the argum ents they rely up­
on to  support th is assertion? Let us 
proceed to som e of them , no tic ing  the 
less im portan t ones first. Am ong o th er 
th ings they say th a t to  exclude is un­
kind and inhum an.

To th is  I answ er:
1. I deny it; and  th is  denial ha9 

ju s t as much force as the  bare unsup­
ported sta tem en t, it pu ts in issue.

2. To say “ to  exclude is unkind  and 
inhum an ,” and there  stop is to  use the  
language of charac te riza tion  only— 
no th ing  more. W ere I to  say “ to  ex­
clude is very kind and very hum ane,” 
I would be em ploying words every 
w h it as strong  and a t  the  sam e tim e 
tak in g  an opposite position. As a m at­

te r  of a rgum en t th e re  would be as 
m uch sense in one mode of reasoning  
as in the o ther, but no t very m uch in 
e ither.

3. If, from  any poin t of view it be 
unk ind  to the C hinese to  exclude 
them , I affirm th a t  from  various o ther 
po in ts of view, to be dealt w ith  la te r 
on, it  would be m uch m ore unkind  to 
ou r own people to  adm it them . Hence 
w ere all th in g s else equal, our govern­
m ent would be under a m oral ob liga­
tion  not to  adm it them  in o rder to  
p reven t a g rea te r unk indness from  be­
falling  our people th an  exclusion 
would en ta il upon them . In  o ther 
w ords w here our governm ent m ust do 
one or the  o th er of tw o unk ind  th ings, 
it  ought to  do the  one which is the 
least unkind.

They say, it is not so m uch from  the 
poor im m igran t th a t  we m ay expect 
harm  as from  the  rich  one who comes 
here, seeking to perpe tuate  the  w rong­
ful dom ination  of organized w ealth, 
and hence to  exclude the  form er and 
adm it the  la tte r , is u n fa ir and also im ­
politic  as well.

To th is  I reply:
1. W e do not in sis t upon excluding 

the  Chinese or any of them  because 
they  are poor, and to  assum e th a t  we 
do so, is to set up a m an of straw’ to 
be knocked down again ; and yet the 
blow is so w eak, th a t  did I not thus 
vo lun teer to  help do the  job. he would 
continue on h is feet, sm iling  a t th e ir 
discom forture.

2. Being as I am, no apologist for 
the  w rongful dom ination  of organized 
w ealth , I am , therefore , the more 
ready to  declare th a t if th e  com ing of 
rich  im m igran ts  into ou r country  is 
th rea ten in g  us w ith any dangers of 
th a t  kind I am perfectly  w illing th a t 
our exclusion law s shall be applied to 
them  also.

If any of our opponents believe tha t 
poverty  m akes innocence a crim e, or 
th a t  riches converts vice in to  a virtue, 
it affords me p leasure to  inform  them  
th a t  I jo in  them  in no such unholy 
opinion.

J. T. MORGAN. 
(To be continued.)

W H Y  EIG H T H O U R S?
Because of the  p resen t long hour 

day m any are  unem ployed, and the 
m an on the s tree t fixes the  wages paid 
to  the  m an th a t works.

The price of labor is regulated by 
the  supply. E igh t hours would reduce 
the supply.

Labor sav ing  m achinery  has in ­
creased th e  producing capacity  of 
w orking  men, who in justice  should 
be afforded »more leisure.

The e igh t-hou r day world increase 
the  longevity  of the w orkers.

I t  would give g rea ter opportun ity  
for social and educational develop­
m ent.

I t  would raise th e  s tandard  of living, 
upon which prosperity  depends.

I t  would help tne taxpayer by p u t­
ting  the tram p  to  work.

I t would prom ote an independent 
sp irit, which is lack ing  in over-w orked 
people.

I t  would build up trades unions, and 
concentrated  effort is th e  law of suc­
cess in the  m ilitan t world of industry .

I t would open up th e  road to  every 
desirable social reform .

I t would give men a chance to  get 
acquainted w ith  th e ir  fam ilies.

I t  would prom ote tem perance by re ­
m oving th e  desire for s tim u lan ts  
which comes from  long hours of labor.

I t would m ake b e tte r  citizens by 
giving the  citizens m ore tim e to under­
stand  his d u t ie s —Exchange.

W hy don’t th e  w h ite  laundry  w ork­
ers organize and drive out the  pig­
ta ils?

T here  are  bu tchers enough in the 
city  to  m ake a splendid union.

IM PR O V E D  CO NDITIO NS.
A com parison of some of the old rec- 

cords and s ta tis tic s  in the  office w ith 
some of the la te r ones shows a w onder­
ful im provem ent in the condition of 
the organized w orkers over th a t which 
obtained previous to the reo rgan iza­
tion of the  In te rn a tio n a l Union in 
1879. In  m any instances the record 
shows an increase of 50 per cent in 
wages and a reduction of the hours of 
labor from  12 and 14 hours to 8 hours 
per day as well as the  abolition  of the 
truck  system , which all know p reva il­
ed to an  a larm ing  extent, says the 
C igar M akers’ Jo runal, In  th is  con­
nection Je rry  Cronin told a sto ry  to 
the  D etro it convention which he 
vouches for as the tru th ;  while it Is 
old it is good enough to reproduce here 
for the purpose of show ing to w hat 
ex ten t the  tru ck  system  prevailed in 
those days. I t  is as follows: A cigar 
m aker who was in the hab it of tak in g  
tru ck  as a  necessity  for his wages 
could not even a t th a t get all th a t  was 
due him  each week. T his surplus, 
which was left in  the bosses’ hand, 
finally am ounted to  $47. In  o rder to 
square the  indebtedness he proposed 
th a t  the  journeym an  take  a horse 
which the boss had and wnlcn ne p ro ­
nounced a crackerjack , to  w hich the 
journeym an  agreed. T ha t n ig h t ne 
s ta rted  home w ith the  horse, and had 
proceeded about th ree  blocks w hen the 
horse fell dead. I t cost the jo u rn ey ­
m an $7 to have him  rem oved from  the 
s tree ts  of E lm ira . Old tim ers say th a t 
th is  sto ry  also o rig inated  the “ dead 
ho rse” phrase so com m only used in 
our trade. O rganization has p rac tica l­
ly e lim inated  the  truck  system  w ith  all 
its consequent evils from  our trade  in 
so far as th e  union m an is concerned. 
Anybody who has been in the business 
for any length  of tim e can readily  see 
th e  g rea t im provem ents th a t have 
been b rought about by o rganization .

TO B A R  OUT TH E CH IN ESE.
The follow ing dispatch has been re ­

ceived from  its special correspondent 
by th e  San F rancisco  E xam iner:

W ashington , Jan . 2.—R epresen ta­
tive  K ahn  will have an im p o rtan t con­
ference tom orrow  with C om m issioner- 
G eneral Pow derly of the Im m igra tion  
B ureau, regard ing  the bill he proposes 
to  in troduce for the  extension of the 
Chinese Exclusion law, as provided by 
the Geary Act.

“ In its general fea tu res ,” said Mr. 
K ahn, “ my bill will be a re-enactm ent 
of th e  Geary law ; b u t it will contain  
an im p o rtan t d epartu re  in pe rm itting  
the U nited S tates to  tak e  appeals in 
the  prosecution of cases ag a in st C hi­
nese. A t present, a Chinese, when 
b rought before a Federal C om m ission­
er to  be exam ined as to his r ig h t to re ­
m ain in th is  country , is often able to 
obtain  adm ission on th e  perju red  te s ­
tim ony of fellow Chinese. Though the 
governm ent m ay afte rw ards find th a t 
the  adm ission was procured th rough  
fraud , yet it canno t re-open th e  h ear­
ing. My bill will provide th a t in  cases 
of th is  k ind th e  federal officials may 
take  an appeal to  the  D istrict Court. 
T h is fea tu re  is heartily  advocated by 
Mr. Pow derly, who has experienced 
m uch troub le  th rough  his inab ility  to 
reopen cases aga in st Chinese who have 
succeeded in passing  the Federa l Com­
m issioner.

“I shall try  to ob tain  th e  passage of 
the  bill for a  term  of tw enty  years. I 
am  m uch pleased a t  the favorable re­
ception th a t has been accorded the  
m easure, and I have no doubt of its 
passage.”

I t  has been given out as au th o rity  
th a t  the new steel tru s t, p ractically  in ­
cluding  all the  m anufactu rers  of steel 
in Am erica, will be an  accom plished 
fact sho rtly  a fte r  the  new year begins. 
T his announcem ent should be received 
w ith p leasure by th e  A m erican peo­
ple, especially a t  th is  tim e, w hen con­
tra c ts  for so m any new ba ttlesh ip s are 
to be let, g iv ing such an  excellent op­
p o rtu n ity  for th e  new tru s t  to  loot the 
public treasu ry .—Pueblo Courier.
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H new Daily!
T here  a re  those  an d  th ey  a re  

m any , who th in k  th a t  P o rtla n d  
needs a  new  daily  
paper. W e have 
peen c o n s ta n tly  In­
c reas in g  o u r fac ili­
ties , u n til we have 
reach ed  th e  po in t 
w here  we can  e a s i­
ly  p r o d u c e  one 
w ith o u t delay . O ur 
Increasing  lis t of 
p a tro n s  is evidence 
th a t  o u r w ork  Is 
sa tis fa c to ry  to  the  
m ost ex a c tin g  a s  
to  tim e an d  q u a lity .

M OORE & SH O R T  
205 Second S t„  PO R T L A N D , OR.

The Portland Labor Press is the best 
weekly advertising medium In Port­
land.


