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THE CHINESE QUESTION AND ITS IMPORTANCE
BY A WORKINGMAN

(Continued from  las t week.)
Trouble between our people and the

Chinese, together w ith w hat has been 
known as an ti-C hinese ag ita tio n  began 
in the s ta te  of C aliforn ia  several years 
earlie r than  in o th er p a rts  of the  coun­
try. As a result, leg isla tion  on the sub­
ject, in th a t s ta te  comm enced as far 
back as 1855, when a law  was there  
passed im posing a tax  of $55 on every 
Chinese im m igrant se ttlin g  there in . In  
1858, ano ther law was passed, p ro h ib it­
ing all persons of the Chinese o r Mon­
golian races, from  en te rin g  the s ta te  or 
landing  at any po rt thereof, unless 
driven on shore by stress  of w eather 
or unavoidable accident, in w hich case 
they were to be im m ediately reshipped. 
From  th a t tim e onw ard till about 1876 
and possibly later, th e re  was an alm ost 
continuous stream  of leg islation  flow­
ing aga in st them  in th a t com m on­
w ealth  in the  form  of s ta te  enactm ents 
and m unicipal ordinances. But nearly  
all of them  from  tim e to tim e were de­
clared invalid  by th e  courts, on the 
ground of being unconstitu tional. It 
was then  th a t the people th e re  and 
elsew here, began to  look to congress 
for relief. A fter m uch discussion and 
after p reparing  the  way by a m odifica­
tion  of the  B urlingam e tre a ty  as no­
ticed in my last le tte r, an act was 
passed by th a t body in 1882, the first 
section of which, as am ended a, year or
tw o later, runs thus: “ From  and afte r 
the passage of th is  act, and un til the 
expiration  of ten  years next a f te r  the 
passage of th is  act, th e  com ing of 
Chinese laborers in to  th e  U nited S tates 
is hereby suspended, and du ring  such 
suspension it shall not be law ful for 
any Chinese laborer to come from  any 
foreign port or place to th e  United 
States, or having  so come to rem ain  
th e re in .” Section th ree  of the  sam e 
act provides th a t the first section 
“shall not apply to Chinese laborers 
w ho w ere in the U nited S tates on the 
17th day of Novem ber, 1880, or who 
shall have come to the  sam e w ith in  
n inety  days” a fte r May 5th, 1882; and 
section 15 provides th a t “ the words 
Chinese laborers, w herever used in th is 
act, shall be construed to m ean both 
skilled and unskilled  laborers and 
Chinese, engaged in m ining .” The re ­
m ainder of the  act, com prising  in all 
seventeen sections, is devoted to  the 
providing of ways and m eans for its 
enforcem ent. D uring the  session of 
congress of 1887-1888, a law was passed 
th e  fifth section of which is in these 
w ords: “ From  and a fte r  the  passage
o f  th is  act, no Chinese laborer in the 
U nited S ta tes shall be perm itted , a fte r 
h av ing  left, to  re tu rn  thereto , except 
under the conditions sta ted  in the  fol­
low ing sections.”

The exceptional cases are as fo l­
lows: 1. W here he has a law ful wife, 
child or p a ren t here. 2. W here he has 
p roperty  here  of the  value of $1,000.
3. W here he has debts due him  in the 
sum of $1,000 pend ing  settlem ent. The 
rest of the  law. contain ing , all told, 13 
sections, is m ade up of provisions for 
its own enforcem ent and the m ore ef­
fective execution of the  ea rlie r acts 
above referred  to. N ext comes w hat 
is com m only know n as the “Geary 
law ,” approved May 5, 1892. I ts  first 
section is fram ed thus: “All law s now 
in force p roh ib iting  and regu la ting  th e  
com ing in to  th is country  of Chinese 
persons and persons of Chinese descent 
are  hereby continued in force for a pe­
riod of ten  years from  the  passage of 
th is ac t.” The e ig h t succeeding sec­
tions are  m ade up of s tr in g en t prov is­
ions for its execution, as well as for 
the  execution of the earlie r law s which 
It continues in force. The las t s ta te ­
m ent is also true  of an o th er law, 
passed in 1893, in am endm ent of the  
six th  section of th e  Geary act. No 
la te r  legislation, so far as  I have been 
able to  inform  m yself, has been en ­
acted  on the  subject. W hat, then, is 
the p resen t s ta tu s  of the m atte r  as de-

ducible from  th e  trea tie s  and laws to 
w hich I have called a tten tio n  in th is 
le tte r  and the  one next preceding it? 
So fa r  as a rran g em en ts  m ade d irectly  
w ith  C hina are concerned, the  tre a ty  of 
1894, s tipu la ted  in  ou r favor as fol­
lows:

“ 1. T h a t for a period of ten  years 
beginning  w ith the  date  of the  ex­
change of no tifications of th is  conven­
tion, th e  com ing, except under th e  con­
d itions h e re in a fte r  specified, of Chinese 
laborers  to  the  U nited S ta tes shall be 
abso lu tely  p roh ib ited .”

The exception re la tes  to cases where 
Chinese laborers  w ish to re tu rn  to the 
U nited S ta tes a fte r hav ing  left them , 
and is no t of very m uch im portance.

2. T h a t C hinese rig h tfu lly  resid ing  
in  the  U nited  S tates “shall have all 
the  r ig h ts  th a t  a re  given to the c iti­
zens of the  m ost favored  nations, ex­
cepting  the  r ig h t to  become a n a tu ra l­
ized c itizen .” E xchange of notifica­
tions took place Decem ber 7, 1894.

The substance of o u r federal leg isla­
tion  on the  subject, as we now have it, 
s tands thus:

l.,T h a t the  com ing of Chinese labor­
ers in to  th e  U nited S tates rests  sus­
pended till May 5, 1902.

2. T h a t the  r ig h t of Chinese labor­
ers to  re tu rn  to  th e  U nited S tates who 
form erly  lived here and left th e  coun­
try , is likew ise suspended, save only in 
a  few exceptional cases, no t necessary  
to be s ta ted  here, as they are  not of 
sufficient im portance to  cut m uch of a 
figure.

3. T h a t a ll Chinese laborers now in 
the  U nited S ta tes who have no rig h t 
to  be here, if any, m ay be deported in 
th e  m anner provided by law.

4. And finally, if the  Geary law  and 
the several o ther law s which it con­
tinued  in force for the  period o f ten 
years from  the  date  of its approval, be 
not re-enacted, then  on and a fte r  the 
5 th day of May, 1902, all restric tions 
of every k ind will be rem oved. And 
im m ediately  th e re a fte r  we m ay expect 
to  see the Pacific ocean fa irly  yellow 
w ith  hundreds of thousands of “a l­
m ond-eyed C elestia ls” m oving east­
ward, under the  “ S ta r of E m pire ,” in ­
stead  of w estw ard, as heretofore, and 
finding no b a rrie rs  in the  way on s tr ik ­
ing our shore, they  w ill sweep the 
coun try  like  a besom of destruction .

Let us hope, then , good reader,
In  th is  brief n a rra tio n ,

W e both see full well 
The p la in  situa tion .

J. T. MORGAN.
(To be continued.)

O P P O SE D  TO G E N E R A L  OTIS.
W hereas, I t  is cu rren tly  reported  

th a t H arriso n  G ray Otis, p rop rie to r of 
the Los Angeles (Cal.) Tim es, is an as­
p ira n t for a high official position  under 
the ad m in is tra tion , said to be the  p o rt­
folio of war, and

W hereas, The said  H arrison  Gray 
O tis is an unscrupulous and u n re len t­
ing enem y of labor, m an ifesting  his 
hostility  in the  m ost effective m anner, 
and

W hereas, T he A m erican Federa tion  
of Labor, in convention assem bled, has 
protested  aga in st any  such recognition 
of said Otis, therefore, be it

Resolved, By th e  C en tra l Labor 
Union, of E rie, Pa., th a t  p ro tes t be 
also  en tered  in the nam e of organized 
labor of th is  city  ag a in st any action  of 
the ad m in is tra tio n  the  object of which 
will be to exa lt said H arrison  G ray 
O tis in any m anner, and be it fu rth e r

Resolved, T ha t a copy of these reso­
lu tions be forw arded to the  executive 
officers of the A m erican Federa tion  of 
Labor and to  his excellency, P residen t 
M cKinley.—E rie  People.

The C hristm as num ber of th e  T erre  
H aute T o iler lies before us. I t  is the  
handsom est labor paper th a t we have 
seen, and is a cred it to  T erre  H aute 
and the  ed ito r of the  paper.

TH E SIG N S OF TH E TIM ES.
The com ing four years would ap ­

pear to  be the m ost critical in the 
n a tio n ’s h isto ry , not excepting th e  re­
bellion. Com petition is a  life and 
death  struggle  even to  the crush ing  of 
one’s com petitor in self-defense.

T he genius of m an is rew arded for 
devising m eans to destroy labor known 
in econom ics as “ labor-saving.” Car- 
ro ll D. W rig h t says th a t for every 
$10.50 produced for the m aster, labor 
receives but $1. The sm all cap italist 
is as helpless a s  the  m an is w ithout 
arm s and legs, blind, dumb and deaf. 
T here  is no niche in the wall for him 
to  squeeze in and do business. Every 
foot is pre-em pted by the  comm ercial 
corm orant. T here  is no trade for the 
young m an and no room in th e  p ro­
fessions. The law yers even are  hav­
ing  sh o rt sh ift by th e  centralizing of 
industries  in to  close corporations. Few 
w orkingm en a re  e ither buying or 
bu ild ing  homes.

The daugh ters  of respectable people 
in the  stores, the shops and the  fac­
to ries who have taken  on the scarlet 
hue as a side line is food for a chapter 
all by itse lf and th e  story  then  but 
begun.

The “em pty d inner p a il” is the fear 
of the  fu tu re . Our m odern comm er­
cialism  and industria lism  can hardly 
assu re  m ore than  a sho rt period of 
prosperity . The pace is too swift. Na­
tional elections have come to be land­
slides, according as th e  d inner pails 
a re  em pty o r full.

The hungry  m an is a savage, and 
the  possib ility  of several m illion sav­
ages m akes it necessary to  prepare 
fo r such a  contingency.

T his is no dream . We have been 
on the  ragged edge m ore than  once 
in  the few decades; near enough to 
put cap ital on its m ettle. C apitalists 
a re  uneasy w ith  so much liberty  s ta lk ­
ing around loose, and they  have reason 
to be. The cap ita lis t is not a hum an­
ita rian , bu t s tric tly  business. There 
is no ch arity  in  business. In business 
m an is bu t a  m achine, and when a 
piece of iron comes along th a t is a 
b e tte r  m achine th an  m an, then  m an 
takes a w alk. T h a t’s business. Out 
of iron  they  m ake guns. The gun is 
th e  best friend  the  cap ita list has got.

And the  cap ita lis t has a monopoly 
on th e  use of guns. T h a t’s business.

T here is w orry  for the capitalists, 
and no t for th e  first tim e.

They were w orried in the days of 
th e  Chicago anarch ists . They were 
w orried w hen Debs and Pullm an 
clashed. They were worried in the  
days of the  K nigh ts of Labor. And 
th ey  are  w orried now over the  din­
n e r  pails, the task  they  have to keep 
them  filled.

F o r w eather forecast watch the  
d in n er pail. H igh “ fu ll,” clear and 
p leasan t, so ft sum m er breezes; all n a ­
tu re  sm iling. Low “em pty ,” local dis­
tu rbances; ag ita tion  spreading; not 
yet general; c irrus clouds; atm osphere 
hazy; wind fitful and erratic . All 
c ra ft advised to seek shelter.—E P 
Mills.

SA L T  H A D  LOST IT S SA VO R.
A custom er walked in to  a clothing 

s to re  the  o th e r day to  m ake a pu r­
chase. An affable young gentlem an 
stepped up to  w ait on him.

“ H ave you a union card?” asked the  
custom er.

“ I have,” replied the  clerk, and be­
gan to show the line of goods from 
which the  custom er w anted to  select.

“ Let me see your card ,” said the 
custom er.

T he clerk  fum bled in his pocket, 
and drew  out a sure enough union 
card. The custom er took it and ex­
am ined it. “ T his card expired three 
m onths ago,” said he as he handed it 
back and walked out. The clerk lost 
a sale and the  store  a custom er.

M oral: Get your union card and 
keep it renewed.

S tandard  Oil tru s t has gobbled the 
oil industry  of Roum ania, paying $2,- 
for the same.

LABORING MEN GET YOUR

DRUGS • AND • MEDICINES
OF

A L B E R T B ER N I

COR. SECOND AND WASHINGTON STS.

FLee A/. C lark , P r ts . Geo. AI. Orton, At¿r.

MULTNOMAH PRINTING CO.
P R IN T IN G  
LEG AL B LA N K S

U Col. Phone, 75 Ore. Phone, Hood 443
5 107 Front, Bet. W ashington and Stark

H O L ID A Y  : B O O K S
A N D  N O V E L T I E S  

A T

J o n e s  B o o k  S to r e
291 Alder Street, Bet. Fourth and Fifth

BEATTIE &  HOFMANN
PHONE, SO U TH  371

P R I N T E R S
109 Fifth St., Portland, Ore.

Deutsches Gasthaus BREW ERS’ HOME

M e tr o p o lis  H o te l
Philip Streib , Proprietor

Cor. First and Main Sts., Portland, Ore.
Finest Table Board in the City 

Only White Help Employed. Meals 15c. Lodging
20c and 25c. Milk and Eggs Iresh from our 
own ranch daily

C O U N T Y  A N D  B A N K  S U P P L IE S

GLASS &  PR'JOHOMME
P R IN TE R S

BLANK BOOK M AKERS  
LITH O G R A PH ER S  

1 2 3 -1 2 2  Fir s t  St . Po r t l a n d , O r e g o n

Henry Doerr Ed. H elseth
HELSETH &  DOERR

Certified Members of the N at’l Horseshoers' Ass’n 
Local No. 36

Blacksmiths : and : Horseshoers
Wagon and Woodwork of All Kinds Done on 

Short Notice. Phone, Hood 592 
285 Couch St., Bet. 4th and 5th, Portland, Oregon

PRINTING £
BOOKBINDING

Largest and best equipped house in the 
Northwest. Every description of Printing 
and Special Blank Books to order. Get 
our prices. Telephones 312.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY
212-214  F irst Street

W A N T E D
An Experienced Newspaper Solicitor 

Call at Room 53 McKay Bldg.

Library Association
Of P o r t la n d

S ta n k  S t r e e t ,  B e t . S e v e n t h  a n d  P a r k

28,000 VOLUM ES  
250 PERIODICALS

All Popular and Standard Magazines Circulate 
as Books

Hours—9:00 A. M . to 9:00 P. M. except 
Sundays and Holidays

$5.00 Per Year $1.50 Per Quarter
Students Special Membership $1.00 Per Year

Pr. pmmet Prake 
Pentist

253'2 Washington Street
Bet. Second and Third

Oregon Phone—Office, Black 2945
Residence, Green 635

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
f l  new Daily! u

* ’ There are those and they are 1 ►J many, who think that Portland < ► 
needs a new  dally  < ► 
paper. W e have * ’ 
been con stan tly  In- , k 
creasing our facill- ’ , 
ties, until we have J, 
reached the point Jk 
where we can easl- : ’ 
ly  p r o d u c e  one ; ,  
w ithout delay. Our J . 
increasing list o f J k 
patrons is evidence <. 
that our work is < . 
sa tisfactory  to the . .  
m ost exactin g  as , ,  
to tim e and quality.
A  SHORT <►
PORTLAND, OR. J k

♦ tt y
The P ortland  L abor P ress is the  best 

weekly advertis ing  m edium  in P o r t­
land.

MOORE
205 Second St.,


