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THE CHINESE QUESTION AND ITS IMPORTANCE
BY A W ORKINGMAN

(Continued from  last week.)
It will be th e  purpose of th is  le tte r  

to  lay before the reader the  substance 
of our past and p resen t tre a ty  re la ­
tions w ith th e  em pire of China, in so 
far, a t least, as they  bear upon the  
question in hand. In  1844 we en tered  
into a “ trea ty  of peace, friendsh ip  and 
comm erce” w ith th a t  country , and in 
1858 we negotiated  w ith her ano th er of 
the  same kind. B ut th ere  was no th ing  
said in e ither of them  about the rig h t 
of he Chinese to  come to  o r reside in 
our country. W hat the  effect of th a t 
silence was is not m ateria l to  the  p u r­
pose of the discussion here proposed. 
Hence it will be passed by, for th e  
present. W e next come to the trea ty  
of 1868, popularly  know n as “ the  B ur­
lingam e tre a ty ,” on account of one 
Anson B urlingam e hav ing  partic ipa ted  
in its negotiation . T he fifth a rtic le  
of th a t tre a ty  ru n s  in p a rt thus: “The 
U nited S tates of Am erica and th e  em ­
peror of C hina cordially  recognize the 
im portan t and inalienable r ig h t of 
m an to change h is home and a lle ­
giance, and, also, the m utual advantage 
of the free im m igration  and em igra­
tion of th e ir  citizens and subjects re ­
spectively from  one country  to  the  
o ther fo r purposes of curiosity , trad e  or 
perm anent residence. The h igh con­
trac tin g  parties, therefore, join in rep ­
robating  any o ther th an  an en tire ly  
voluntary  em ig ra tion .” The rem ainder 
of the a rtic le  consists of an agree­
m ent on the  p a rt of both  governm ents 
to  pass law s p roh ib iting  any em igra­
tion o ther th an  w hat should be “vol­
un tary .”

The six th  a rtic le  is in these words: 
“Citizens of th e  U nited S tates v isiting  
or resid ing  in C hina shall en joy  the 
same privileges, im m unities and ex­
em ptions, in respect to travel or res i­
dence as m ay there  be enjoyed by the 
citizens o r subjects of the m ost fa ­
vored nations; and reciprocally  C hi­
nese subjects v isiting  or resid ing  in 
the U nited S tates shall enjoy the same 
privileges, im m unities and exem ptions 
in respect to travel or residence as may 
there  be enjoyed by citizens o r sub­
jects of the  m ost favored nations. But 
no th ing  herein  contained shall be held 
to confer n a tu ra liza tion  upon the c iti­
zens of the  U nited S tates in China nor 
upon the subjects of China in the 
United S ta tes .” The seventh article  
provides for the people of each coun­
try  en joying certain  privileges of pub­
lic education under control of the gov­
ernm ent in the  o ther country. I t  also 
gives the people of each coun try  the 
righ t to  estab lish  and m ain ta in  schools 
in the o ther country. These are  the 
provisions of the  fam ous B urlingam e 
trea ty , so far as it is necessary to  take 
them  in to  consideration  here. A fter 
the an ti-C hinese ag ita tion  had broken 
loose and gone on for some years, these 
provisions of the B urlingam e trea ty
above referred  to were som ew hat m od­
ified by the  tre a ty  of 1880. The m odi­
fications effected by th is  last-nam ed 
trea ty  are  to  be seen in its first and 
second articles, which are are  follows:

Article 1. W henever in the opinion 
of the governm ent of th e  U nited States 
the com ing o f C hinese laborers to  the 
United S tates or th e ir  residence therein  
effects or th rea ten s  to  affect the  in te r­
ests of th a t country , to endanger the 
good order of the said coun try  or of 
any locality w ith in  the te rr ito ry  th e re ­
of. the  governm ent of C hina agrees 
th a t the  governm ent of th e  United 
S lates may regulate, lim it or suspend 
such com ing or residence, but m ay not 
absolutely p roh ib it it. The lim ita tion  
or suspension shall be reasonable and 
shall apply to C hinese who m ay go to  
the U nited S tates as laborers, o th er 
classes not being included in the lim ­
itation. L egislation, taken  in regard 
to Chinese laborers, will be of such a 
charac te r only as is necessary to en ­
force the regu lation , lim ita tion  or sus­
pension of im m igra tion ; and im m i­

g ran ts  shall not be subject to personal 
m istrea tm en t o r abuse.

A rticle 2. Chinese Subjects w hether 
proceeding to  the  U nited S tates as 
teachers, studen ts , m erchan ts  or from  
curiosity , together w ith  th e ir  body, o r 
household se rvan ts, and Chinese la ­
borers now in th e  U nited S tates, shall 
be allowed to  go and come of th e ir  
own free w ill and accord, and shall 
be accorded all the  righ ts , privileges, 
im m unities and exem ptions which are 
accorded to th e  citizens and subjects 
of the m ost favored nations.

The th ird  a rtic le  re la tes  to the  m at­
te r  of p ro tecing  those then  here and 
en titled  to rem ain  here in the  en joy­
m ent of th e ir  righ ts.

By a still la te r  trea ty , dated Decem­
ber 7, 1894, it is agreed betw een the 
tw o governm ents th a t “ th e  com ing 
* • * of Chinese laborers to the  
United S tates shall for a period of ten  
years  th ereafte r  be absolu tely  p roh ib ­
ited ,” save as to  certa in  instances 
w here such laborers hav ing  left the 
U nited S tates are given th e  r ig h t to 
re tu rn  again. T his last-nam ed  trea ty , 
however, does not enforce itself or p ro­
vide the m eans for doing so. Hence 
we shall need a re-enactm en t o f our 
exclusion law s for th a t purpose, as 
will be show n in my nex t le tte r.

In  these several provisions, then , we 
find the substance of p resen t ex isting  
trea ty  re la tions, so far as they  bear 
upon the rig h t of Chinese laborers to  
m ig ra te  to  and estab lish  a residence in 
our country, a r ig h t w hich m ay be 
sta ted  thus: The r ig h t to  come here 
and to  s tay  here, subject to such rea ­
sonable regulation , lim ita tion  and su s­
pension as our governm ent may see fit 
to  impose. To w hat ex ten t have we 
seen proper to  regulate, lim it and sus­
pend? The answ er to  th is question 
will be fo rthcom ing  in  our nex t le t­
ter.
P a tien t then be, w hatever your s ta tion , 
Until you shall learn  the  law of the

nation .
J. T. MORGAN. 

(To be continued.)

ST R IK IN G  T E L E G R A P H E R S.

P r e s id e n t  D o lp h in ’s S ta te m e n t o f  
th e  C ause o f  th e  T roub le.

T he follow ing is the  cause of the 
s tr ik e  of the te leg raphers on the  Santa 
Fe system  as detailed  by P residen t 
■Dolphin, of the O rder of R ailw ay T el­
egraphers and published in the  Pueblo 
Courier:

“ The te leg rap h ers’ s trik e  on the  
Santa  Fe system  of ra ilroad  is to se­
cure hum ane conditions of service and 
aga in st proposed reduction  in wages 
on the gulf line. T his s trik e  was the 
only a lte rna tive , a rb itra tio n  hav ing  
been refused by the  com pany officials. 
The proposed reduction of wages on 
gulf lines and annu lm en t of wage 
schedule is the beginning  of a system ­
atic  effort to  reduce wages of all em ­
ployes and abolish schedules.

“ The troub le  was p recip ita ted  by a 
request from  the general com m itttee 
of the  telegraph  opera to rs on the Gulf 
Colorado & S an ta  Fe, which com prises 
the  Santa Fe lines in Texas, ask ing  for 
a conference w ith the S an ta  Fe m an­
agem ent, to  revise the schedule on th a t 
line.

“ The difference betw een us a t the  
conclusion of the negotia tions were the 
instance of the m anagem ent to  take  
fifteen or tw en ty  s ta tions out of the 
schedule and reduce the  sa laries  there­
of, to which we could not agree.

“ vVe object to  any reduction of sa l­
aries, which are  a lready  too low, es­
pecially in a season of unparalleled  
p rosperity  like th e  present. Telegraph 
operators are  required to work twelve 
hours per day w ith the exception of 
m eal hours and every day in the week 
and year. R ailw ay com panies requ ire  
th e  h ighest degree of experience, effic­
iency and character in th e ir  te leg raph­
ers, who are  required not only to  do

telegraphic  and handling  tra in  orders, 
bu t to perform  the thousand and one 
duties incident to  general office work, 
for w hich service they  begrudge us the  
poor salaries they pay and seek at 
every opportun ity  to reduce them . 
There is no departm ent in the ra il­
road service where men a re  required 
to  w ork as long hours at as close con­
finem ent as is the telegraph  opera to r.”

The follow ing reso lu tions were 
adopted by the Pueblo Trades Assem­
bly:

“W hereas, The present condition of 
the s tr ik in g  te leg raphers upon the 
Santa Fe ra ilroad  has been called to 
the a tte n tio n  of th is  assem bly; and

“W hereas, The s tr ik e  has been 
b rough t about in the cause of h igher 
wages and b e tte r conditions of em ­
ploym ent; and

“ W hereas, T he Santa  F e  company 
has refused to g ran t the dem ands of 
the  telegraphers and are h irin g  s tu ­
dents of telegraph  schools to  take the 
places of th e ir s tr ik in g  w orkm en; 
therefore , be it

“ Resolved, T h a t th is assem bly con­
dem ns the  San ta  Fe com pany for its 
trea tm en t of its fa ith fu l employes, and 
extends to  th e  s tr ik in g  telegraphers 
sym pathy  and support in every way 
w hatsoever th a t  can b ring  aid and suc­
cess to  th e ir cause, and fu rth e r  th a t  
the  assem bly pledges m oral and finan­
cial support to  the  te leg raphers and 
th e  m em bers of any  o ther ra ilroad  o r­
gan ization  w ho will aid th e  te leg raph­
ers in th e ir troub les by refusing  to  lon­
ger run  tra in s  or hand le  business for 
th e  S an ta  F e  com pany; and fu rth e r

“ Resolved, T h a t th is  assem bly w arns 
the  trav e lin g  public aga in st e ither 
trav e lin g  or sending  business during  
the  s tr ik e  over the S an ta  F e  road, as 
the  incom petency of studen t teleg­
rap h e rs  is both dangerous to life  and 
p roperty .”

T IM E L Y  W A R N IN G .

San  F ra n c isco  B u ild in g  T rad es  
Send  O ut th e  F o llo w in g

C ir c u la r .
The follow ing c ircu lar has been sent 

out from  the headquarters of the  
B uilding T rades Council of San F ra n ­
cisco, Cal.:
To th e  Officers and M embers of the

D istric t Council of C arpen ters—•
G reeting: The M illow ners’ Combine 

locked out its union employes on the  
13th day of A ugust, and has since 
th a t tim e p ersis ten tly  refused all over­
tu res tend ing  tow ard a settlem ent. The 
B uild ing T rades Council expressed its 
w illingness du ring  the second week of 
th e  lock-out to subm it th e  whole con­
troversy  to  the M erchants’ A ssociation 
for a rb itra tio n , bu t the combine evi­
dently  was afraid  to  risk  its side of 
the case w ith an im partial body, and 
consequently  refused even th is offer. 
The fight has now lasted over th ree 
m onths, and the  P lan ing  Mill Asso­
ciation  has been losing ground ever 
since it started . I ts  obstina te  m em bers 
have sought help in all the s ta tes  and 
te rrito rie s  betw een the  Pacific and the 
A tlan tic , and a num ber of men have 
been induced to  come here  through 
m isrep resen ta tion  and false prom ises 
held out to them  by m em bers of the 
combine.

In order th a t o thers m ay not be 
trapped  by these labor hun ters , we 
take th is  m ethod of w arn ing  you.

To carpen ters, m illm en, w oodw ork­
ers, m achin ists, sheetm etal w orkers 
and m em bers of kindred trades, we 
say: S tay aw ay from  San Francisco!

It is of the u tm ost im portance th a t 
you b ring  th is  notice to  th e  a tten tion  
of an  your m em bers and give th is  m a t­
ter as much publicity  in your locality  
as possible.

By order of the B uild ing T rades 
Council of San Francisco. F ra te rn a lly , 

P. H. McCa r t h y , P resident.
O. A. TVEITM ORE. Secretary.

More th an  eighty  labor unions and 
societies of various k inds have e n ­
dorsed the  boycott ag a in st th e  P h ila ­
delphia “ D em okrat,” whose Germ an 
com positors are  on strike.

laboring men get your 

DRUGS • AND • MEDICINE8
OF

ALBERT BERNI
COR. SECOND AND W ASHINGTON STS.

/ .  Clark, Pres, Geo. M. Orton, Mgr,ir*“3****̂
ft Lee M.

MULTNOMAH PRINTING CO.
P R IN T IN G  
LEG AL B LA N K S

# Col. Phone, 75 Ore. phone> Hood *43 '
jo? Front, Bet. W ashington and Stark^ _  j

H O L ID A Y  : B O O K S
A N D  N O V E L T I E S  

A T

Jo n e s  B o o k  S to re
291 Alder Street, Bet. Fourth and Fifth

BEATTIE &  HOFMANN
PHONE, SOUTH 371

P R I N T E R S
109 Fifth St., Portland, Ore.

Deutsches Gasthaus B R E W E R S ’ H O M E

M etrop o lis H otel
Philip Streib, Proprietor

Cor. First and Main Sts., Portland, Ore.
Finest Table Board in the City 

Only White Help Employed. Meals 15c. Lodging
20c and 25c. Milk and Eggs Iresh from our 
own ranch daily 

C O U N T Y  A N D  B A N K  S U P P L IE S

GLASS &  PRUDHOMME
P R IN T E R S

B LA N K  BOOK M A K E R S  
L IT H O G R A P H E R S  

123-122 F ir s t  St . Po r t l a n d . O r e g o n

Henry Doerr Ed. Helseth
HELSETH & DOERR

Certified Members of the Nat’l Horseshoers’ Ass’n 
Local No. 36

Blacksmiths : and : Horseshoers
Wagon and Woodwork of All Kinds Done on 

Short Notice. Phone, Hood 592 
285 Couch St., Bet. 4th and 5th, Portland, Oregon

PRINTING £
BOOKBINDING

Largest and best equipped house in the 
Northwest. Every description of Printing 
and Special Blank Books to order. Get 
our prices. Telephones 312.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY
2 1 3 -3 1 4  F ir s t  S tr e e t

W A N T E D
An Experienced Newspaper Solicitor 

Call at Room 53 McKay Bldg.

Library Association
O f P o r t la n d

S t a P k  S t r e e t ,  B e t .  S e v e n t h  a n d  P a r k

2 6 , 0 0 0  V O L U M E S  
2 5 0  P E R I O D I C A L S

All Popular and Standard Magazines Circulate 
as Books

H o u r s—9 :0 0  A. M . to  9 :0 0  P . M . e x c e p t  
S u n d a y s  a n d  H o lid a y s

$5.00 Per Year $1.50 Per Quarter
Students Special Membership $1.00 Per Year

pr. pmmet prake 
Pentist

253% Washington Street
Bet. Second and Third

Oregon Phone—Office, Black 2945
Residence, Green 635

¡: B new Daily!
T here a re  those and  th ey  a re  

m any, who th in k  th a t  P o rtla n d  
needs a  new  daily  
paper. W e have 
been c o n s ta n tly  in ­
c reas in g  o u r fac ili­
ties, un til we have 
reached  th e  po in t 
w here we can  e a s i­
ly p r o d u c e  one 
w ith o u t delay . O ur 
in c reasin g  lis t of 
p a tro n s  is evidence 
th a t  o u r w ork  is 
sa tis fa c to ry  to  the 
m ost e x a c tin g  as 
to  tim e an d  qua lity .

M OORE & SH O R T  
205 Second St., PO R T L A N D , OR. 
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The P ortland  Labor P ress is the  best 
weekly advertis ing  m edium  in P o r t­
land.


