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T H E CHARACTER OF OCR IMMI­
GRATION.

From  the last report of the com m is­
sioner of Im m igration in New York it 
appears th a t the ch arac te r of im m igra­
tion  to  th is  port has been undergoing 
considerable change. D uring th e  year 
ending Ju n e  30 there  was a large in ­
crease in im m igran ts  from  Southern  
Europe, Ita ly  co n trib u tin g  nearly  100,- 
000 and A ustro -H ungary  90,000 more. 
The num ber of Poles, Slavs and L ith- 
u rian s  also shows an increase, while 
im m igran ts  from  E ngland , Ire land . 
Scandinavia and G erm any a re  fewer 
th an  in previous years.

Says the New Y ork H erald  ilnd.):
“The sw elling tide of im m igran ts  

from  Southern  E urope and the O rient 
who can n e ither read nor w rite  their 
own language, and not even speak 
ours, w ho b ring  w ith  them  only m oney 
enough to stave off s ta rv a tio n  but a 
few days, is a  s ta r tl in g  n a tio n a l m en­
ace th a t  cannot be d isregarded  w ith 
safety. * * * The percentage of il­
literacy , especially am ong the  Ita lian s, 
ru n s  very high, and th e  average 
am ount of m oney b rought by each im ­
m ig ran t corresponding ly  low. H u n ­
dreds, if no t thousands, of law less 
charac te rs  have come in from  Ita ly  
w ith th e  know ledge and encourage­
m ent of the public au th o ritie s  there, if 
no t th e ir  aid. * • ♦

“T his is a serious m a tte r  th a t may 
well a rre s t public a tte n tio n  and de­
m and consideration  from  congress.”

The New Y ork E ven ing  Post (Ind.) 
a lso  believes th a t  the  danger is a real 
one. and th a t  m any of these im m i­
g ran ts  from  S outhern  E urope are 
likely  to fill A m erican prisons and 
alm shouses. I t  calls upon the  sober- 
m inded men of New York City, who 
have so m uch a t stake, to  approach 
the problem  in a scientific sp irit, and 
expresses the opinion th a t  wise and 
careful leg isla tion  m ay be necessary. 
“ The refo rm ation  of dangers and 
abuses of th is  k ind ,” i t  says, “ is a 
m a tte r  which m ust engage the a tte n ­
tion of our philan th rop ists and public  
men m ore and  m ore in the  years to

cessary fee of $5. W hen the tim e 
comes to  be exam ined, the m an who 
got the perm it fails to show up for 
exam ination  A fter the m eeting of the 
board he sends an  apprentice  to get a 
perm it, who secures it, and the man 
who o rig inally  got the perm it takes 
the  place of the apprentice, and the 
la tte r  is th e  “ boss.” T hus they work 
the  little  game, and a large num ber 
of incom petent men by th is  hocus- 
pocus m anage to  keep a tem porary  
perm it all the  tim e. T his is peculiarly  
a  trick  of the Jap3, who run  5-cent 
shops. The com ing leg isla tu re  will 
doubtless put a stop to  the im position.

come. >> » * *

T H E  ST R IK E R S LOST.
The g rea t s tr ik e  of cotton-m ill oper­

a tives in N orth  C aro lina is lost. For 
tw o m onths some 5,000 men. women 
and ch ild ren  in B urling ton  battled  
ag a in s t a  heartless, cruel com bine bi 
cap ita lis ts  on th e  one side and the 
m isery of idleness, s ta rv a tio n  aud 
eviction on the  o ther. They stood at 
bay like  hun ted  beasts, says the 
C leveland Citizen. Now they  are 
crushed, th e ir  unions destroyed, th e ir 
spokesm en b lack listed , th e ir  o rgan ­
izers banished  from  th e  coun try  of 
“red sh ir ts ” as au to c ra tica lly  as if it 
had all happened in R ussia. W hy did 
the  operatives s tr ik e?  T he press d is­
patches vaguely s ta te  th a t they w anted 
“recognition  of th e  un ion ,” th a t  they 
dem anded the  d ischarge of an over­
seer. The whole t ru th  is no t told. The 
operatives s truck  because a reign of 
te rro r  existed. The men were bullied 
and cowed; the w om en w ere abused, 
d riven  like  c a ttle  and even robbed of 
their v irtu e ; th e  ch ildren  were flogged 
and overw orked. I t  would requ ire  col­
um ns to  re la te  the  ho rrib le  outrages 
th a t  w ere p erpe tra ted  in the  slave 
stockades of N orth  C arolina, b u t it 
would have little  effect. T he a u th o r­
ities  were cognizant of th e  conditions 
th a t  existed. T hey refused to  act, ex­
cept in the  in te res t of the  em ployers, 
ju s t as the  cap ita lis tic  tools of P e n n ­
sy lvan ia  and every  o th e r 3tate — 
w hether they  be labeled republican  or 
dem ocratic—act w hen the  class s tru g ­
gle becomes intensified.

BATTLE-GROUND OF LABOR.
• W ardner, Idaho, has been the uattle-

ground betw een labor and capital for 
a good m any years. H ere the S tand­
ard Oil Com pany owns the  g rea t Bun­
ker H ill and Sullivan m ines; here it 
reduced the wages from  $3.50 to $2 and 
$3, and m ain tained  the la tte r  scale for 
years, and fough:, planned and plotted 
the dow nfall of organized labor. In 
no p a rt of Am erica have union men 
been subjected to  such unlaw ful t re a t ­
m ent. Every  schem e of co rrup t cap­
ita l and political trick ery  has been 
practiced aga in st union men, or him  
who sym pathizes w ith  unionism ; but 
men could alw ays be found to stand  
for r igh t, and W ardner has a good 
union at p resent, in a fa irly  good con­
dition , but we are under circum stances 
w hich would m ake th e  average m an 
cry w ith  sham e. Persecuted  by every 
h ire ling  th u g  and s ta te  official th a t  
comes along, 'we are  denied the  rig h t 
to seek em ploym ent for ourselves and 
fam ilies; if by some hook or crook we 
get a perm it to  work, a long  come? a 
deputy  and we a re  told th a t  we can ’t 
w ork any longer o r we m ust go to 
ja il if caugh t w orking  w ith a perm it 
th a t doesn’t belong to us The s ta te  
officials have m ade the perm its a little  
h a rd e r to  get. They have th e  descrip­
tion  of the  person w an ting  one on the  
back. I t  te lls  your height, w eight, 
color of eyes, hair, if clean shaven or 
m ustache; they ask w here you worked 
last, w hy you left la s t em ploym ent,
w hat coun try  you were born in, and 
if you are a m em ber of the M iners 
Union. The officers have taken  a good 
m any perm its aw ay in th e  last m onth ; 
they  w ere not all taken  from union 
men, bu t m ost of them  had  been m em ­
bers. As the election drew closer it 
seem ed to  be the desire of m ineow ners 
and s ta te  officials to  get out of the 
country  all union m en who are  e lig i­
ble to  vote, so as to carry  th ings th e ir  
way. You see, the new men were in 
the  s ta te  long enough to  be en titled  to  
vote.—Leon McMullen, in W estern  
M iners’ M agazine.

LINOTYPERS
H av in g  th e  only 

'e x c lu s iv e  L inotype
«7 p la n t in th e N o r th -

7  " ' " ’̂ '1  w est, an d  In te r fe r ­
ing  in no w ay  w ith  
th e  busin ess  of ou r 
cu sto m ers , we ask , 
a s  o u r due, an  op­
p o rtu n ity  to  dem ­
o n s tra te  o u r ab ili­
ty  to  han d le  large  
o r sm all jobs to 
th e  sa tis fa c tio n  of 
a ll concerned.

MOORE & SHORT,
205 Second St., P O R T L A N D , OR.

Library Association
Of P o rtla n d

S t a r k  S t r e e t ,  B e t .  S e v e n t h  a n d  P a r k

2 6 ,0 0 0  V O L U M E S  
2 5 0  P E R IO D IC A L S

All Popular and Standard Magazines Circulate 
as Books

H ou rs—9:00  A. M. to  9 :00  P. M. ex cep t  
S u ndays and H olid ays  

$5.00 Per Year $1.50 Per Quarter
Students Special Membership $1 .00 Per Year

THEATRICALS
»re now in order and i f  you intend 
giving a show this season and want 
to see a grand list of secret and fra­
ternal society plays.domestic dramas, 
merry minstrels, temperance trage­
dies, trite tableaux, pert panto­
mimes, original operas, diverting 
dialogues, mimic monologues, etc.,
etc., send your name on a postal card i1 
(mentioning this paperjand same will 
be sent without delay. Address The 
Pettibone Bros. Mfg. Co., Cincinnati.

F"-P R I N T I N G  and 
¿ B O O K B I N D I N G

Largest and best equipped house in the 
Northwest. Every description of Printing 
and Special Blank Books to order. Get 
our prices. Telephones 312.

THE IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY

T he to ta l num ber of im m igrant? 
land ing  in New Y ork las t year was 
400,000. “ T h is  is a  la rger num ber 
th an  has been reported  for seven 
years ,” says the  K ansas City S ta r 
iRep.l, and i t  adds:

“ D uring  the ’70s th e  num ber varied  
from  138,000 to  404,000. The tim e of 
the largest im m igra tion  was the 
decade from  1880 to  1890, during  
which five and a  q u a rte r  m illion aliens 
en tered  th e  U nited S ta tes a t an aver­
age ra te  of 525,000 a year. The high- 
w ater m ark  w as reached w ith  789.000 
in 1882. A fter 1892 there  was a steady 
decline to 229,000 in 1898, the year of 
th e  Spanish  w ar. T h is year has 
m arked a gain of nearly  100,000 over 
the figures of the  year before.”—L it­
e ra ry  Digest.

T his is g e tting  to  be a fearfu l m en­
ace to  ou r country . W ith  the  unde­
sirab le  thousands land ing  on th e  A t­
lan tic  coast from  E urope and the 
possib ility  of opening the  floodgates of 
A siatic heathendom  on th e  Pacific, we 
a re  in a  fa ir w ay to  become the  m ost 
desirable coun try  to  get out of In the 
civilized world.

PORTLAND SYMPHONY CON­
CERTS.

All lovers of good m usic will be glad 
to  learn  th a t  th e  P o rtlan d  Sym phony 
O rchestra, composed of abou t 35 of the 
best m usicians in the  city, will on next 
W ednesday evening inau g u ra te  a t  the 
M arquam  G rand a series of sym phony 
concerts, in w hich a p rogram m e of the 
m ost popu lar m usic of the  day will 
be given. The prices of adm ission will 
be $1 for all of the  pa rque tte ; 50 cents 
for the  first six row s of the  balcony, 
and 25 cents fo r th e  las t six rows. The 
gallery  w ill not be opened unless c ir­
cum stances req u ire  it. T h is a rra n g e ­
m ent is such th a t  for 25 o r 50 cents 
one can get, so fa r  as hea rin g  i3 con ­
cerned, as good a seat as th ere  is iu 
the  house. T he q ua lity  of th e  m usic 
and th e  prices of adm ission a re  such 
th a t  these concerts cannot help being 
popular.

SUNDAY CLOSING.
C erta in  m em bers of the B arbers’

U nion are  ag ita tin g  the. com pulsory 
opening  of all union barber shops on 
Sundays. A t p resen t It is op tional 
w ith  bosses w hether they  keep open 
shop or no t on the Sabbath. IL t ra n ­
sp ires th a t  those shops closing Sun­
days, bu t rem ain ing  open la te  S a tu r­
day n ights, a re  m aking  more m oney 
th an  the Sunday shops. T his fac t is 
behind the  Sunday-opening ag ita tion  
I t  also proves the  union conten tion  
th a t  Sunday shav ing  is no t necessary 
or profitab le W hy a union barber 
should  contend for it  is hard  to u nder­
stand . E very  union barber belongs to 
the A m erican F edera tion  of Labor, 
and one of the  basic principles of th a t 
o rgan ization  is to  fight fo r as few days 
a week and as few hours a  day as can 
be obtained  from  em ployers. Any one 
opposing th a t  princip le pu ts  him self 
in th e  a ttitu d e  of defending his em ­
p loyer a t the  expense of h is union.— 
U nion Record.

“T h e B e st  In  th e  C ity”

Sixth and Washington Streets
Opposite Merrill’s

Oregon Phone, Clay 583 Columbia Phone, 465 
Res. Phone, Columbia 487

ST. PAUL HOUSE
HARRY SCHOOF, Propr.

Lodging by the Day, Week or Month

Choice Wines, Liquors and Cigars 
Headquarters for Weinhard’s Beer

24, 2 4 ^ , 26 NORTH THIRD ST. 
Portland, Ore.
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This is to certify that we in­
dorse the PORTLAND LABOR 
PRESS and adopt it as our offi­
cial paper.

PORTLAND FEDERATED  
TRADES ASSEMBLY,

AN IMPOSITION.
T here is a  clause in th e  law  re la tin g  

to  barbers  th a t  ough t to  be stricken  
out, so m any of the  best posted barbers 
say. I t  is th e  clause re la tin g  to  per­
m its. If  th e  in ten tio n  of the  law  wa3 
carried  out, th e re  would be no objec­
tion  to  it; bu t advan tage  is tak en  of 
th is  w eak spot to  impose on the  s ta te  
board and get perm ission to  w ork by 
men, especially  Japs, who could not 
pass an exam ination  if they  tried . The 
perm it clause, as  we understand  it, is 
to  give repu tab le  barbers  a  chance to 
w ork u n til th e  nex t m eeting  of the 
s ta te  board of exam iners, w hen the 
app lican t w ill be exam ined and get 
his certificate, If he is qualified. Im ­
posters get th is  perm it by s ta tin g  th a t  
they  are  barbers  and paying  the ne-

Two hundred  g irls  em ployed in the  
P aragon  sh irt-w ais t fac to ry  a t  F o r t 
W ayne, Ind., struck , ow ing to refusa l 
of the  com pany to  Increase th e ir  
wages. R um ors of sim ilar troub le  
are pending in tw o o th e r la rge  s h ir t ­
w aist factories.

The A llis E ng ine  Com pany, of Mil­
w aukee, has agreed w ith  the  2.700 em ­
ployes upon a 57-hour week u n til May 
18, 1901, w hen 54 hours w ill be a 
w eek’s w ork, w ith  tim e and one-half 
for overtim e.

T he person  w ho dem ands union 
w ages and has h is w ash ing  done by a 
C hinam an is devoid of union p rinc i­
ples.

Nobody can “ lead” labor; th e  m en a t 
the  f ro n t a re  p u t th e re  by the  ran k  
and file.

O bservance of th e  ru le  “abide by the  
decision of the  m ajo rity ” proves 
unionism .

T he tru e  union m an ta lk s  principles 
and sm others personalities

Signed and 
Sealed)

A. A. BAILEY,
Secretary.
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J. A. BUSHM AN,
President.
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