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TH E  CO-OPERATIVE BROTH ER­
HOOD.

Portland , Or., Nov 30. 1900.
Dear F riend .—If you have not a -  

ready joined the Co-operative B ro ther­
hood, I w ant to advise you to  study the 
plan and possibilities of the associa­
tion  carefully, and join th is  grand and 
w orthy cause w ithout delay. W e have 
a  lot of noble people th a t have taken  
hold of th is work in earnest, and  are  
devoting th e ir tim e, money and ener­
gies to the upbuilding of it, which 
m eans it will be puit in successful cpe - 
ation in every sta te  and com m unity 
w ith in  a reasonable length  of tim e. I 
m yself have given it a very close and 
careful study, and believe I under­
stand  it thoroughly. I have visited 
Burley, W ash., the first industria l s e t­
tlem en t of the  association, w here I 
studied the practical application of th ?  
principles, and m ust say th e  plan is 
practical, scientific, and does justice 
to  all. The first se ttlem ent was s ta rted  
over two years ago, w ithout capital 
and  ju st a few m em bers, and today 
they have accum ulated over $30,000 
w orth  of property, over and  above 
th e ir obligations, besides th a t portion 
which has been d istribu ted  to  the  
m em bers to consume or s  ore up in ­
dividually. as they see fit. The object 
of the association is to secure th e  lands 
and n a tu ra l resources of all kinds, and 
build homes, factories, industries, etc., 
including tran sp o rta tio n  in each sta te  
and com m unity, and guaran tee  each 
m em ber a hom e and a position in the 
industries, in tne line they  are  best 
adapted, and for th e ir services tlh y 
get the benefit of w hat labor produces, 
no m ore or no less. No one receives 
an y th ing  unless they work, or render 
valuable service, except all disabled 
are provided for. All w ealth produced 
is d istribu ted  to  those 'tlhat produce it, 
except th a t  portion or per cent which 
i t  is decided from  tim e to  tim e to  be 
reta ined  in the  association for expan­
sion or build ing  new industries, etc. 
The plan  of d istribu ting  the products 
of labor to those th a t produce it  Is, 
in my judgm ent, one of the best possi­
ble th a t could be adopted. The plan 
is th is: F o r every day’s service re n ­
dered by the individual the  associa­
tion  issues tio him  a day’s credit check. 
This day’s labor is the  unit, and for 
convenience is divided into 100 parts, 
called m inim s. Some people m ay call 
th is  m inim s or day’s labor check a 
dollar fit does not m ake much differ­
ence w hat you call it), bu t in rea lity  
and practice it has no re la tion  to  the  
dollar. I t  m ay be w orth  only 25 cents, 
o r  it m ay be w orth  $10.00. I t is w orth 
ju s t w hat labor produces—no m ore and 
no  less. Now for an illu stra tion : Any 
given a rtic le  th a t  requires a day’s 'a -  
bor to produce, of course costs the as­
sociation 100 m inim s, and all these  
th a t  have rendered services and re ­
ceived a day’s credit check for same 
can buy from  the  association th is  or 
any o ther a rtic le  costing th a t  am ount 
of labor for each 100 m inim s, thu3 r e ­
ceiving all labor produces w ithout pay­
ing a tribu te  to any o ther p a r :h s  a 
ren ts, in terests  or profits.

Now if the association desires to  re ­
ta in  a certa in  10, 15 or 25 per cent of 
all labor for expansion or building up 
new industries, homes, etc., the  a sso ­
ciation ju st adds the desired per cent 
to the  actual cost of the  article , there­
by re ta in ing  th is  per cent of labor 
w ith in  th e  association, w here all m em ­
bers receive alike all benefits accru­
ing from the  same. Now, of course, 
th e  association could re ta in  the desired 
per cent on special lines of com m odi­
ties which are considered luxuries and 
the  necessaries of life be d istribu ted  
a t cost, if considered best to  do so. 
But th is  will probably never be done, 
as it is not in harm ony w ith the sp ir t  
of the m ovem ent, and as no one ha? 
m ore credit checks th an  he has earned, 
he has the righ t to consume them  in 
such articles as he desires, w i:hou 
having  to furn ish  a larger per cent of 
his labor to  the expansion fund than  
o thers  do.

In selling  to  the outside world, 
th rough  th e ir  stores or factories, the

association aim s to m ake a profit, and 
when th is  profit is suffic ea t to  m e tt 
the required  dem and fcr expansion and 
o ther necessities, there  will be no ne­
cessity to  re ta in  any part of th e  labor 
of m em bers, so they  would then  have 
all of th e ir  labor for personal use.

You see th e  p lan  Is absolutely  ju st, 
and gives no one an opportun ity  to get 
rich on the  labor of o thers, but each 
one th a t w orks has the benefit of w hat 
labor produces. Now you readily  see 
for the rap id  grow th  of th is  m ovem ent 
we m ust all tak e  hold of it at once, 
and e ither pay up the required  am ount 
in full a t  once and become active 
w orkers in  the  industries  or pay the 
en trance  fee of $5.00 and fl:st m onth’s 
dues, $1.00, and rem ain  an  outside 
m em ber—paying  your paym ents in 
$1.00 per m onth  dues, o r a s  much as 
you like u n til the  required am ount is 
paid in fu ll ($125.00), which guaran tees 
you th e re a fte r  a  position  in the  indus­
tries  if you w ish it, while you are able, 
and you will be provided for when to ­
tally  disabled, or in case of your death 
your fam ily  and dhildren receive the 
sam e benefit.

The m oney you pay in becomes a 
good investm en t and  brings you good 
resu lts  for yourself and fam ily for all 
tim e. In  fact, I know of no in st tu  
tion w here you can invest th is  am ount 
and get the  benefit of real value as s 
possible in this. I tru s t you will be 
able to  grasp  the  full im portance cf 
the m ovem ent, and tak e  hold of th  ■ 
work yourself in earnest a t once 
Yours for progress, W. E. JONES.

Secretary  Tem ple No. 8

AMONG TH E SW EATSHOPS.
The industria l com m ission in W ash­

ington, D. C., last week exam ined Mr. 
Thom as D. Rixey, labor com m issione; 
of M issouri, and Jam es P. Reynolds, 
of New York. The la tte r  contribu ted  
desirable info rm ation  concerning the 
sw eatshops of the E ast Side in New 
York.

He said th a t garm en t-m ak ing  was 
pursued largely  in th a t section in p ri­
vate ap a rtm en ts  and th a t it had degen­
erated  in recent years. He a ttribu ted  
several recent failu res of es tab lish ­
m ents to  the  sw eatshop com petition. 
He had investigated  one instance of 
125 w orkm en, fou r of whom  w e e  
w orking regu larly  20 hours a day, s 'x  
of them  18 hours and o thers  less tim e, 
rang ing  down to 10 hours per day.

In  cases of long-continued daily 
service the  wages were n o t increased 
com m ensurately  w ith  the  tim e put in 
by the  w orkers. In  m any cases th e  
w orkroom s are  used as sleeping a p a rt­
m ents, and a la rge  percentage of the 
quarters  are  in an u n san ita ry  condi­
tion. The w itness said th e  fo rce cf 
inspectors under the  s ta te  law was in ­
adequate, and th a t  th ere  had been 
com plaints against the too  s tr ic t en ­
forcem ent of the  law because of the  
danger of com pelling the rem oval of 
the w orkers to  o ther states.

R eynolds said th a t there  was much 
typhus and also much tuberculosis in 
the sw eatshops. G arm ents were often 
throw n upon the d irty  floors, and when 
G overnor Roosevelt, w ho in v e s t ig a te  
the question, visited  the quarter, he 
found the  goods stored in a back room 
occupied by a m an in th e  la3t s age= 
of tuberculosis.

The w itness expressed the op 'n 'on  
th a t four-fif’hs of the garm ent work in 
New York is done in the sw vatshops, 
says the  E rie  People. An e s tab lish ­
m ent on F ifth  avenue was as ap t to 
employ these  agencies as places else­
where. and the sty le  of the  garm ent 
was no guaran tee  against the  p’ace cf 
its m anufacture.

Reynolds also  testified as to the  re­
dem ption of the slum s of New York 
City. The U niversity  Settlem ent So­
ciety’s build ing  in E ldredge s t r 'e 1, he 
said, was now largely  surrounded by 
R ussian and Polish  Jew s and R oum an­
ians, bu t he thought these were g ra d ­
ually being crowded out by Ita lian s, 
as the  G erm ans were earlie r by th° 
Jew s and the  Irish  by the  Germ ans. 
He said th a t the  children of the q u a r­
ter m anifest a disposition to  become

asham ed of th e ir  paren ts , and not all 
of them  w ere disposed to  adopt the 
trad e  of th e ir  fathers.

R ixey’s testim ony  included a. de­
tailed  account of the  St. Louis s tre e t­
ca r s trike , w hich he said never had 
been declared off. He advocated a 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n  law. He said 
the a rb itra tio n  law of M issouri had 
proved so inadequate  th a t he had not 
invoked it in  the  St. Louis strike. He 
did not believe th a t  troops would have 
been sufficient to  compel order during 
the s trike .

R ixey asserted  th a t the  people were 
no m ore law less th an  those of o ther 
sta tes, and th a t, as a ru le, it  was not 
necessary  to shoot them  down in order 
to compel them  to obey th e  law.

W ORDS W ORTH HEEDING .
The Chinese exclusion ac t should be 

not only re-enacted, bu t m ade broader 
—broader in th e  sense th a t  ir should 
exclude all alien  labor. W hite, black, 
brown and yellow—in fact, a ll alien  l a ­
bor—should be barred. The industries 
of ou r coun try  are  protected . W hy 
not p ro tec t the  A m erican w orkingm au? 
Do not b ring  him  to th e  hum ilia ting  
level of com petition  w ith  Japanese, 
Chinese and o th er A siatics.

The exclusion act should  be mad? 
general. The A tlan tic  seaboard  needs 
as m uch pro tec tion  from  the pauper 
labor of E urope as  does the Pacific 
coast from  th e  im m ig ran ts  of th e  far 
E ast.

Look w hat exclusion has done for 
the Pacific coast, and especially  for 
C alifornia. T here  has been a gradual 
decrease of Chinese labo rers  in c a ll  
fo rn ia  since the law  took effect. But 
fa ilu re  to re-enact th is  or s im ila r leg ­
isla tion  would b ring  w ith  it a reflux 
of the  Chinese. T he Jap an e se  are  a l­
ready  com ing in  by the  thousands. 
Let loose th e  floodgates of C hinese im ­
m igra tion  and th e  Pacific coast would 
in five years be sw arm ing  w ith  coolies.

T h is  coun try  is a  v e ritab le  K londike, 
a  veritab le  Nome, for the  C hinese and 
Japanese. They can m ake as much 
money in a week here as they  can 
m ake on th e ir  own soil in a  year. 
They can do th is  and w ork for half 
w hat we pay the  A m erican laborer, 
and they are  glad of the  opportun ity  
to w ork fo r half.

The fight for a re-enactm en t of the 
C hinese exclusion act should be m ade 
general. It should no t be confined to 
the  Pacific coast, but th e  cen tra l sta tes, 
and p articu la rly  those bordering  on 
the A tlan tic  should be included.—T. J. 
Geary, au th o r of p resen t Exclusion 
Act.

PR E PA R IN G  FOR EM ERGENCIES.
D elegates rep resen ting  m any th o u ­

sa n d s  of m em bers affiliated w ith  the 
A m erican F edera tion  of Labor will 
propose to  the  officers of th e  federa­
tion  th e  crea tion  of a stand ing  fund 
of $1,000,000 to  be used as a  nucleus 
for s tr ik e  funds in case of fu tu re  large 
s trik es  of fa r-reach in g  effect, like the 
coal m in ers’ strike , says the  L a b 'r  
W orld.

Those in favor of the  fund believe 
th a ’, in o rder to  hand le  the  labor b a t­
tles  involv ing  a very large arm y cf 
w orkingm en, it is necessary  to  have 
the  proper sinew s of war.

C ap ita l m ust be fought w ith cap­
ital. argue the labor leaders w ho are 
in favor of ra is in g  the  em ergency fund. 
A fund m ust be a t hand im m ediate’y 
to  put every s tr ik e r  in a mood to  stay 
out on s tr ik e  u n til the  various o rgan­
izations the m em bers o f which feel 
a s  if they  would like to  assis t the 
s tr ik e rs  have been w arm ed up suf­
ficiently on the  subject to con tribu te  
liberally  for the support of the unions 
involved in the strike.

W ith in  a week the  m arke t value of 
S tandard  oil holdings has risen  from 
$fi()0,0(10,000 to  $800,000,000 and the 
good work goes on.

The business m an who w ants the 
trad e  of the w orkingm en, should say 
so by advertis ing  in The Labor Press.

H O L ID A Y  « B O O K S
A N D  N O V E L T I E S  

A T

J o n e s  B o o k  S to r e
291 Alder Street, Bet. Fourth and Fifth

BEATTIE &  HOFMANN
PHONE, S O U TH  371

P R IN T E R S
109 Fifth St., Portland, Ore.

Deutsches Gasthaus B R E W E R S ’ H O M E

M e tr o p o lis  H o te l
Philip  Streib , Proprietor

Cor. First and Main Sts., Portland, Ore.
Finest Table Board in the City 

Only W hite Help Employed. Meals 15c. Lodging
20c and 25c. Milk and Eggs fresh from our 
own ranch daily

Established 1882 Open Day and Night
Clams and Oysters 
Home Made Pies and Cakes

E. HOUSE’S CAFE
Cream and Milk from Our Own Ranch
The Best Cup of Coffee or cocoa in the City

128 Third St., Portland, Ore.
C O U N T Y  A N D  B A N K  S U P P L IE S

GLASS &  PRUDHOMME
P R IN T E R S

B L A N K  BO O K M A K E R S  
L IT H O G R A P H E R S  

1 2 3 -1 2 2  Fir s t  s t . Po r t l a n d , O r egon

Bureau T runks a Trunks Made to
Specialty Order

TRUNK FACTORY
N o . SO T h ir d  St.

Bet. Pine and Ash Ore. Phone, Clay 391
Old Trunks taken in part payment for 
New Ones. Trunks R epaired.............

L . B . P H I L L I P S  T R U N K  CO., P o r t la n d , Or.

Henry Doerr Ed. Helseth
HELSETH  &  DOERR

Certified Members of the N at’l H orseshoers’ Ass’n 
Local No. 36

Blacksmiths : and : Horseshoers
W agon and Woodwork of All Kinds Done on 

Short Notice. Phone, Hood 592 
285 Couch St., Bet. 4th and 5th, Portland, Oregon

Is not seen in the Portland 
Labor Press the public 
will think you are out of 
business.

WANTED
An Experienced Newspaper Solicitor 

Call at Room 53 McKay Bldg.

JO H N  D E LLA R ’S ADMIRATION.
G reat friendship  is show n by John  

D ellar to  all th e  union o rganizations, 
and he assis ts  them  in every way he 
can to  a tta in  th e ir  w ishes. H aving 
been a  hard-w ork ing  m an all his life, 
Mr. D ellar appreciates the  position  of 
th e  w ork ing  classes and alw ays selects 
h is friends and com panions from  
am ong them  a t all tim es.

He carries  a stock of m en’s and boys’ 
clo thing, m en’s, lad ies’ and ch ild ren ’s 
shoes, a lm ost en tire ly  m ade by union 
labor.

Mr. D ellar does n o t believe in ex tra v ­
ag an t expenses; th a t’s why he con­
ducts his business on the  corner of 
F irs t  and Y am hill stree ts, w here the 
re n t is not one-th ird  of w hat o ther 
stores pay. The profits are generally  
fixed by every m erchan t according to 
his expenses.

W e carry  none but good qualities, 
which explains why our tra d e  is so 
well satisfied.

All h igh-toned sm okers sm oke blue 
label cigars.


