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During Septem ber m olders’ unions 
were chartered  in Greensboro, N. C.; 
Sherbrooke, Can., Peru, Ind.; W est 
Newton, Pa.; C restine and Ironton, O.;
St. John  and Moncton, N. B.—Molders 
of Silver Creek, N. Y., received an in­
crease of 25 cents per day.

The A m erican Type Foundry tru s t, 
which has the  largest p lan t in Chicago, 
has laid off half its force and placed 
the rem ainder on half-tim e. General 
M anager M arder told the  men if Me- . 
K inley is elected he would resto re  the 
full force, not otherw ise.

♦
W omen bookkeepers of Chicago p ro­

pose to form  a union fo r th e  purpose cf 
securing the  e igh t-hour day. W ages 
do not en ter in to  th e  question, out 
only the desire to sho rten  the hours, 
which are  now frequen tly  from  seven 
to  eight in the  m orn ing  until ten  at 
n ight, w ithout any allow ance for over­
tim e.

*
An inven tor in G erm any claim s to 

have discovered a process w hereby he 
can m ake flour from  wood, and the 
bread made from  th is  flour is said to 
be wholesom e and palatab le. P u t the 
b iscuit tru s t on to  th is. They can 
grind up those 50-cent boxes and pass 
them  o u t as bread.

♦
T. J. E lderk in , an official of th e  Sea­

m en’s Union, will offer a  reso lu tion  at 
the  com ing convention of the  A m erican 
F edera tion  of Labor calling  upon Con­
gress not only to extend th e  Chinese 
exclusion act, but to  so am end i t  th a t 
it  will be im possible fo r Chinam en to 
en te r th is  coun try  under any circum ­
stances.

The convention of the N ational As­
sociation of B ridge and  S truc tu ra l Iron 
W orkers of Am erica decided to  m ake 
a m ovem ent a t the  m ost opportune 
tim e to secure a general observance of 
the  e igh t-hour w orkday law, it  also de­
cided to extend th e ir  union to Europe 
and South Africa. T here  were fifteen 
large cities represen ted  in th e  con 
vention.

*
The yearly  rep o rt of T ypographical 

Union No. 6 (Big Six), of New York 
city, th e  largest local trad e  union o r­
ganization  in the  w orld, gives its  gross 
receipts as $185,801.25, and places the 
to ta l expenditures a t  $186,801.22. One 
hundred  and th ree  thousand  dollars 
was paid out in benefits in th e  Sun 
strike , and $76,401.51 was received for 
dues and assessm ents. The o rgan iza­
tion  now has nearly  6,000 m em bers.

♦
George J. Thom pson, an officer of the 

C igarm akers’ In te rn a tio n a l Union, in 
testim ony given before the U nited 
S tates In d u stria l Com m ission, declares 
th a t  du ring  the la s t tw en ty  years the 
union has paid in  benefits $4,328,845. 
D uring th e  last period of industria l de­
pression th e  “out-of-w ork benefits 
paid averaged $175,000 a year. The 
union pays a s tr ik e  benefit, and “out- 
of-w ork” benefit, a trav e lin g  benefit, a 
sick benefit and death  benefit. I t  does 
not allow  officers of local unions to 
order s trikes , or even a local union 
itself.

The practice of b lack lis ting  em ploy­
es by the railw ay com panies has be­
come alm ost un iversal. A le tte r  w rit­
ten  by the m anager of the  Illino is Cen­
tra l to o ther ra ilw ay  m anagers con­
ta in s  th is  s ta tem en t: “The u nder­
noted m en of tran sp o rta tio n  dep art­
m ent have been d ischarged , o r have 
left the service under circum stances 
rendering  it undesirab le  for them  ‘o 
be re-em ployed by th is  com pany, and 
if they apply to  you, you are requested 
to deny them  em ploym ent w ithou t first 
conform ing to general ru le  No. 636." 
Then follows tw en ty  nam es of men to 
be placed on the blacklist.

The business m an who w ants the 
trad e  of the  w orkingm en, should say 
so by advertis ing  in The Labor Press.

World-Wide Labor Movement
Interesting Items From Trade Union

Papers and Exchanges, at Home 
and Abroad.

Columbus, O., pain ters organized 200 
strong. « •

A nother large brew eryinPhiladelphia  
has been unionized.

«
Cotton w orkers in  the  City of Mexico 

have struck  for h igher wages.
«

S tree t ra ilw ays of Cape Tow n, South 
A frica, em ploy 350 men. The cars are 
a ll m ade in Am erica.

«
The T in n e rs’ Union, of Seattle, has 

asked an  increase in wages, to  go into 
effect n ex t m onth. Most of the con­
trac to rs  have a lready  agreed to  the 
raise. «

A tru s t  hak been recently  organized 
em bracing  the  m anufactu rers of fire 
engines and fire engine appara tu s in 
the  U nited  States. «

M ore th an  50,000 men have been 
“ laid off” by em ploying corporations 
w ith in  the last two weeks w ith th rea ts  
th a t if B ryan is elected they cannot 
re tu rn  to  work. «

I t  is proposed to m ake stree t railw ay 
s tr ik es  im possible in Chicago by in ­
se rtin g  a clause in all railw ay fra n ­
chises p rovid ing  for com pulsory a rb i­
tra tio n . «

In te rn a tio n a l Oil W orkers’ Union, 
organized eighteen m onths ago, has 
now a m em bership of 1,800. I t  has 
ju s t concluded its second convention 
in F indlay , O.

W henever th ings get so far w rong 
as to a ttra c t  th e ir notice, the  people, 
if well inform ed, may be relied upon 
to set them  to righ ts.—Thom as Jeffer­
son. «

W hile K ansas is proposing to  send 
1,000,000 bushels of corn to feed the 
H indoos, the Hindoos are sending 40,- 
000,000 bushels of w heat to England  to 
feed the Englishm en.

♦
Organized labor of the Pacific coast 

is responding nobly to the call to r 
financial aid for th e  locked-out mill 
men of San Francisco. N early $6,000 
has a lready  been contribu ted  by the 
’F risco  unions. ♦

At M cKeesport, Pa., several hun­
dred m en were struck  by prosperity  in 
the  shape of a m achine th a t welds 
couplings. A laborer feeds m ateria l a t 
one end and the finished couplings 
drop ou t a t the other.

«
The United S tates court has ordered 

the sale of th e  Blackwell D urham  To­
bacco Com pany’s p lan t a t C harlo tte , N. 
C., for not less than  $4,000,000. It is 
expected th a t the A m erican Tobacco 
Com pany will be the purchaser.

♦
T here will come a tim e, and it is 

nearly  a t hand, when there will be but 
one issue before the Am erican p e o p le -  
labor—and the  party  who will carry  
th a t  banner, no m atte r under w hat 
nam e, will carry  the people.—Union 
Guide.

T he W aitresses’ Union, of Seattle, 
have adopted a bu tton  to be worn by 
all m em bers in good stand ing  while on 
duty, and have asked th a t  all union 
men refuse to  be served m eals by any 
w aiter or w aitress no t hav ing  a  union 
button.

The Ohio Convict Labor Com m ission 
has taken  up its investiga tion  a t To­
ledo. O ther cities of the s ta te  will also
be visited. Organized labor is much in ­
terested  in the problem  of how to reg ­
u late  the labor of convicts in penal in ­
stitu tions, and th e  report of the com­
m ission is im patien tly  aw aited.

EMPLOYMENT FOR T H E  UNEM­
PLOYED.

An act “ to  give em ploym ent to the 
unem ployed,” now widely know n as 
the  Dague tram p  bill, passed both 
houses of the C aliforn ia leg isla tu re  in 
1897. I t was rendered inoperative by 
reason  of the  neglect of the  governor 
to append his signatu re  to the sam e 
in the  tim e required by the  co n stitu ­
tion. I t  will be in troduced again  a t 
the  next session and doubtless will 
become a law, as it receives generally  
the  support of the press of the s ta te  
of all political parties. I t  is the in ­
ten tio n  of the au tho r and o thers  to  
have th e  bill in troduced in to  the leg­
is la tu re  of every sta te  in the  Union, 
says the M achinist.

The chief provisions of the  bill are: 
E ach  county shall be divided in to  
road  d istric ts, to  be identical w ith  su- 
perv isoral d istric ts , and labor put 
upon the h ighw ays shall be under the 
contro l of the superv isors (or com­
m issioners), one of whom  m ay b3 
roadm aster of his d istric t. Any adult 
person, upon show ing to the  sa tisfac­
tion  of the roadm aste r or of th e  
board  of supervisors th a t  he is hom e­
less and w ithou t m eans of support 
and in im m ediate need of food, c lo th ­
ing  and lodging, shall be employed by 
said officers to labor on the public 
h ighw ay or on the  county farm  under 
th e  direction of the roadm aster or su­
p erin tenden t of said farm , for which 
service he shall be lodged, given three 
m eals per day, and receive a t the  end 
of each week n o t less th an  35 cents per 
day of e igh t hou rs’ labor for each 
day ’s service. But the board of super­
v isors may, a t its d iscretion, provide 
for a g rea ter wage th an  35 cents if, 
in its  wisdom, justice  to said unem ­
ployed and to th e  county justifies such 
increase. T he sam e unem ployed shall 
be designated as th e  “ honorable un ­
em ployed,” and they  shall be a t lib ­
e rty  a t  any tim e to te rm in a te  said en­
gagem ent to  labor by giving the ro ad ­
m aste r one day’s no tice  of such in ten ­
tion .

If any able-bodied m an refuses th is 
offer and persists  in begging and 
chooses to  be a v ag ran t and is con­
v icted  of vagrancy, then  the sentence 
of the  court shall be th a t  said v a ­
g ra n t shall labor on the  highw ay or 
county  farm  90 days, instead  of being 
confined in ja il  in id ling or sent ad rift 
as a “ floater.” A t the  end of h is 90 
days’ service he shall be paid 10 cents 
per day in cash for each day on which 
he  m ay have perform ed labor. He can. 
however, rem ove his disgrace and ac­
com plish his d ischarge by signify ing  
his desire to  jo in  the class of the hon ­
orable unem ployed. Thus, it m ay be 
seen, there  is an incentive to every 
“ tra m p ” and o ther unem ployed m en to 
become an industrious citizen.

No m an under the  operation  of th is  
law  would have any excuse for beg­
g ing or going unhoused or hungry, 
for he would have the legal r ig h t to  
be employed and to  be paid for his 
labor all th a t  the condition of the 
county  trea su ry  m ight allow. U nder 
th is  law th e  s ta te  will have large 
sum s of m oney now paid to justices 
of the  peace and constables as costs. 
M oreover, our public highw ays would 
be im proved greatly , and men would 
m ore th an  earn  th e ir “ keeping” by la ­
bor on the county farm .

A W E L L  ORGANIZED TOWN.
A correspondent for the A m erican 

F ed era tio n is t has th is  to  say of Tam pa, 
F lo rida:

“ The chief of police is an ex-presi­
d en t of the  c igarm akers’ union, and 
has the e n tire  support of the m ayor. 
Several trade  un ionists are  m em bers of 
the  city council. A resolution, req u ir­
ing  city  p rin tin g  to be given to  union 
shops, has been passed and the  police 
force has been put on an 8-hour day. 
T here  is no end to the  s tren g th  of o r­
ganized labor in Tam pa. All we have 
to  do is to  tell a dealer no t to  hand le  
any m ore of such and such an a rtic le , 
and  it is settled . Tam pa is th e  best 
organized city in the South.

HOURS OF LABOR IN PRUSSIA.
A sh o rt report to th e  departm en t of 

s ta te  m ade by Hon. R ichard  G uenther, 
U nited S tates consul-general a t F rank- 
fort-on-the-M ain, Germ any, shows the 
substance of the new rules and reg u la ­
tions concerning the  hours of labor 
and of rest of railw ay employes which 
w ere recently  prom ulgated by the m in­
iste r of public w orks of P russia . A 
copy of the report is reproduced below:

The m inister of public w orks of 
P ru ssia  has m ade new rules and regu­
lations concerning th e  hours of labor 
and of rest of ra ilroad  employes. If 
the duties require u n rem ittin g  exertion  
and s tr ic t  a tten tion , the daily average 
of the hours of labor of s ta tion  agents, 
a ss is tan t s ta tio n  agents, telegraphers, 
sw itch ing  forem en, overseers of s top ­
ping places and sw itchm en shall no t 
exceed eight hours, and the  du ration  
of a single ta sk  shall not exceed ten  
hours. The daily  w ork of railw ay 
guards shall not exceed 14 hours. They 
can, however, be extended to 16 hours 
on branch lines w ith little  traffic.

The daily hours of labor of th e  tra in  
employes shall, on the average, per 
m onth, no t exceed 11 hours daily ; a 
single ta sk  shall no t be over 16 hours. 
Long hours shall only be required if 
they are  succeeded by p roportionately  
long term s of rest. The rest shall be 
taken  a t home and, as far as possible, 
shall be during  the n ight. The daily 
hours of work for the  locom otive em ­
ployes, taken  by the  average per 
m onth, shall not exceed ten hours and 
shall under no circum stances exceed 
11 consecutive hours. The sam e p ro ­
visions as to  rest apply to  them  as to 
th e  tra in  employes.

If the  work of the  sw itchm en re­
quires u n in te rrup ted  hard  work, the 
average per day shall no t exceed eight 
hours.

E very  person steadily  em ployed in 
the  tra in  service shall have a t least 
tw o days of re s t per m onth. The pe­
riod of rest of the  tra in  and locom otive 
em ployes a t th e ir  respective hom es 
shall no t be less th an  ten consecutive 
hours.—Exchange.

FLOODS OF O RIEN TA L SCUM.
“ From  the report made to  the S tate  

Labor Com m issioner, the G reat N o rth ­
ern R ailw ay Com pany employed 1058 
section men a t $1.33 1-3 per day in the 
year 1897—m aking  a to ta l yearly  pay­
m ent of $440,128.10—every dollar of 
which was spen t in th is  country , and 
nearly  all of it in the com m unities in 
which the  men dwelt.

“ These men have all been replaced 
by Japanese  laborers  at $1.10 per day. 
and th ere  are now 2500 Japanese  at 
w ork on sections and the  reconstruc­
tion of the G reat N orthern  in the S tate 
of W ashington .

“ In  1897 the O. R. & N. Com pany em ­
ployed 320 w hite  men on sections a t 
$1.25. These have been replaced by 
Japanese  and th e  num ber increased on 
account of e x tra  construction  w ork ,'’ 
says th e  F reem an ’s Labor Jou rna l.

“ In  1898-9 the  S. & I. R. R. Co. em ­
ployed 100 w hite m en a t $1.40 per day. 
They have been replaced by Japanese  
a t $1.10 per day and the  num ber in ­
creased on account of new worn.

“ F ou r years ago no Japanese  were 
em ployed a t th e  P o rt B lakely m ills. 
Today m ore th an  two hundred  J a p ­
anese have taken  the  place of w hite  
labor there—and o ther m ills a re  fol­
low ing the exam ples set by P o rt B lake­
ly

“Jap s  are being em ployed in round 
houses as w ipers, and a t te rm in a ls  as 
c leaners of passenger, Pu llm an  and 
d in ing  cars, and a num ber are  used as 
m echanical helpers in the m achine 
shops.

“ Jap s  have p rac tica lly  driven the  
sm all w hite re s ta u ra n t people ou t of 
th e  lower p a r t  of Seattle , and are  be­
ing em ployed in alm ost every public 
place in the c ity .”

W e will soon get a deluge of them  
in P ortland , and unless the  Chinese ex­
clusion act is re-enacted, we will have 
untold  thousands of these hum an  lo­
custs sw arm ing over us.


