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World-Wide Labor Movement
Interesting Items From Trade Union

Papers and Exchanges, at Home 
and Abroad.

T he 450th lodge was recently  form ed 
and added to the  In te rn a tio n a l Asso­
ciation  of M achinists.

*
H azleton girls refuse to dance w ith 

m iners who w on’t support the  strike . 
Now will you be good?

*
C arpen ters will vote upon the propo­

sition  of rem oving headquarte rs  from  
P h iladelph ia  to Indianapolis.

I t is s ta ted  th a t a fte r election four of 
th e  iron and steel tru s ts  will combine. 
A tru s t  of all tru s ts  is no t fa r off.

♦
O ttaw a, Canada, trades un ion ists  are  

con tem pla ting  the  nom ination  of la ­
bor candidates a t the  com ing elections.

♦
The Toledo board of education re ­

fused th e  request of the B uild ing 
T rades Council to em ploy union labor 
exclusively.

Owing to  a cut in wages of 10 per 
cen t made by the  Page Boiler Com pany, 
of Norwich, over 200 m en have gone 
out on a strike.

One excellent tes t of unionism  is 
w hether or not you are  a subscriber to 
a  labor paper. Now is the  tim e to  sub­
scribe for the Labor Press.

*
Twelve hundred  m em bers of the 

A m algam ated Sheet Metal W orkers in 
New Y ork fought for and secured an 
increase of w ages of 25 cents per day.

F ifty  new unions and th irty -five  
b ranches have been organized by th e  
U nited B rew ery W orkm en du ring  the 
la s t seventeen m onths. O thers a re  o r­
ganizing.

The S tandard  Oil Com pany em ploys 
th e  eigh t-hour system  in m any of its 
ea ste rn  concerns—th a t is, e igh t hours 
in the  forenoon and e igh t hours in the 
afternoon.

The eight-hour w orkday got a tria l 
in N orw ay several m onths ago. Now 
th e  leg isla tu re  has resolved to  run  
every s ta te  estab lishm en t on the  eight- 
hour w orkday plan.

*
The labor people of W ilkesbarre , Pa., 

sen t a cold chill down the  backbone of 
the  po litic ians by holding a big conven­
tio n  and nom ina ting  w orkingm en for 
th e  offices.—The Toiler.

* «
I t is now m andato ry  for o rgan iza­

tions belonging to  th e  C entral F eder­
ated Council of New Y ork to  patronize 
union places only and buy and use 
union-m ade goods exclusively.

The union ist who advocates o rg an i­
zation am ong different classes of w ork­
men. bu t advises ag a in st th e  federa­
tion  of k indred  crafts , has yet to  learn  
th e  v ita l p rincip le  of unionism .

The na tiona l convention of factory  
inspectors a t Ind ianapo lis, Ind., las t 
week elected John  W illiam s, of New 
York, president, and reso lu tions were 
adopted condem ning the  child-labor 
system .

A nother wave of en thusiasm  has 
stru ck  the  laboring  classes of th is  city  
—alm ost a cyclone. New unions are  
being formed, and th e  m em bership  of 
those a lready  form ed is being rap id ly  
increased.—Labor Signal.

Owners of big co tton  m ills near 
C harlo tte , N. C., whose em ployes had 
th e  audacity  to become dissatisfied and 
qu it work, have posted notices w arn ing  
all m em bers of the  Textile  W o rk ers’ 
Union to vacate the houses of the  com ­
panies. All employes who refuse  to  
w ithdraw  from  labor un ions a re  n o ti­
fied th a t th e ir  services are  no longer 
desirable.

N early all the  m em bers of the Am er­
ican R ailw ay Union who lost th e ir  
positions th rough  the g rea t railw ay 
s tr ik e  in 1894 a re  now a t work in the 
m achine shops and fre igh t houses or 
as car repa ire rs  for the  railroad  com­
panies.

Ship C arpen te rs’ Union, of Toklo, 
Japan , has a m em bership of nearly  
1,000 and the  Y okoham a Union num ­
bers over 200. Besides these, the dock 
laborers and cargo boat-w orkers are 
well organized and have strong  unions.

The D eering H arveste r Com pany has 
posted a notice th a t a  cu t of from 10 
to 50 per cent in wages will take place 
in some of the  departm ents. This will 
effect over 4,000 men, and a s trik e  is 
im m inent.

The Journeym en B akers and Confec­
tio n e rs ’ In te rn a tio n a l Union, nearly  50,- 
000 strong , will m ake a general dem and 
for a ten-hour day on May 1, 1901. 
M embers are  now w orking twelve to 
six teen  hours daily.

The s tr ik e  of the  em ployes of the 
L inford Cut Glass W orks, of Jam es­
town, N. Y., which began A ugust 30, 
ended in a v icto ry  for th e  men. Rec­
ognition  of the  union was obtained and 
a 55-hour week established w ithout a 
reduction  in wages.

*
In  the  49 years of its existence, the 

A m algam ated Society of E ngineers, 
M achinists, P a tte rn  M akers and B lack­
sm ith s of G reat B rita in  has disbursed 
the  sum of $28,570,000 in benefits. The 
o rgan ization  has G14 branches, w ith  a 
to ta l m em bership of 80,000.

*
The law c rea tin g  a s ta te  board of 

a rb itra tio n  and m ediation has ju st 
been decided to be constitu tiona l by 
th e  suprem e court of M ichigan. The 
c o n stitu tio n a lity  of the  ac t was ques­
tioned by the  a tto rn ey s of P ing ree  & 
Sm ith, shoe m anufactu rers.

«
The s tr ik e  of the New York cigar- 

m akers ag a in st K erbs, W ertheim  & 
Schiffer and th e ir  allies continues un ­
abated. Besides donations from  local 
unions, the special assessm ent of the 
A. F. & L. is now flowing in to aid the 
w orkers in th e ir  strugg le  for liv ing 
conditions.

♦
Officers of the  A m erican F ederation  

of Labor recen tly  w aited upon the  of­
ficers of the  b iscuit tru s t and urged the 
b ak ers’ union label be used on all the 
products of the  com bination. A long 
conference w ith  V ice-President H. F. 
Vorles. of the  tru s t, was held, w ithout 
resu lt.

The Coast Seam en’s Union recently  
sen t a le tte r to  P resident McKinley, 
p ro tes tin g  aga in st the  em ploym ent of 
Chinese sailors on U nited S tates tra n s ­
po rt ships. I t  was prom ised th a t  the  
evil would be rem edied, bu t advices 
from  the headquarte rs  of the Seam en’s 
Union are to  the effect th a t  cheap As­
iatics still occupy the  places on tra n s ­
ports across the  Pacific which r ig h t­
fu lly  belong to A m erican sailo rs.— 
Typographical Jou rna l.

CHICAGO L E T T E R  CA RRIERS. 
Em ployes in the Chicago postoffice

to the  num ber of 1,400 have joined the 
A m erican F edera tion  of Labor. The 
new organization  will be know n as the  
Chicago Postofflce C lerks’ Union. The 
p rincipal object of the union is the 
adoption of the eight-hour w orking  
day for le tte r  carriers. A nother object 
will be the  ag ita tio n  in favor of Fed­
eral leg islation  to  absolutely  fix the 
ra te  of wages for le tte r carrie rs  and 
o ther postofflce em ployes, so th a t the 
m atte r will be taken  en tire ly  out of the 
hands of th e  Prom otion  Board. The 
efforts of the union will be directed to ­
w ard be tte ring  the  condition of the 
ran k  and file of postofflce employes.

Subscribe for the P o rtlan d  Labor 
Press.

T H E MAN W HO DECLINES.
“ I decline,” is a phrase  th a t is often 

heard from  a m em ber th a t  is nom i­
nated for an office in the union, or ap ­
pointed upon a com m ittee. “ You de­
cline w hat?” Do you understand  w hat 
you a re  doing when you pipe out: “ I 
decline?” Do you decline serv ing  on 
some com m ittee th a t  is p a rt of the 
m achinery, decline to help your union 
in the capacity  of an  executive or ad­
m in is tra tive  officer? Decline to  per­
form  any duty a llo tted  to you by the 
president? You do! Then why? Do 
you not know th a t  th ere  is no t an ­
o ther m em ber th a t  can do as well or 
better th an  you, provided you do your 
duty? Look at your constitu tion ; look 
up the points belonging to  your duty 
in the position you have been elected 
to, and is it not your duty to do w hat­
ever you are appointed to  do by your 
president?

Every m em ber has h is p a rt to per­
form. Your part, then , as the  true 
b ro ther you profess to be is to  do your 
share  of union work, says the Labor 
Signal. Come, now, candidly, haven’t 
you been res tin g  on your oars long 
enough? Ju s t because some of the  
o thers are  doing th e  work and seem 
to like it, is it  reason  why you should 
allow or m ake them  do your p a rt or 
share  of the  w ork too. If you go to 
w ork you will enjoy it as h ea rtily  as 
they. If you cannot get a chance to 
help pull th e  ca r of progress, then  go 
behind and give a long, s tro n g  and 
steady push, and ere long you will have 
the  consciousness of having  helped it 
on to victory.

W hen your p residen t announces 
“Good of the  U nion,” be prepared to 
do som ething; do not s it w ith  your 
hands folded, feet crossed and your 
m outh closed du ring  the  en tire  m eet­
ing; do not expect to be perpetually  
fed, for it  is no one’s special duty to 
see to it th a t  you are  well en terta ined  
when you will no t even a ttem p t to  do 
any th ing . If  you will go to your union 
m eetings, be prepared to  tak e  some 
part th a t  will in te rest o thers; you will 
become in terested  yourself and will 
not consider your union m eeting  dull.

U nder such circum stances they  could 
not possibly be dull or prosy to you. 
Do not be an iceberg in your union, 
for you will have m ost of th e  ice for 
your own share. W ill you do your 
duty? Resolve, then , th a t you will 
never ask  to be excused or decline to 
act well your part, unless you have 
very good reasons for declining.

FIG H TIN G  ORGANIZED LABOR.
The following is clipped from  the 

Typographical Jo u rn a l:
“T he K ansas City m eeting of the  

United Typothetae seems to  have been 
dom inated to  some ex ten t by an ele­
m ent an tagon istic  to the In te rn a tio n a l 
Union and its affiliated bodies. F rom  
the inform ation  a t the  command of the 
Jou rna l, it appears th a t  the  m ost im ­
p o rtan t action taken  by the conven­
tion was th a t looking tow ard the  es­
tab lishm en t of an em ergency fund of 
$100,000. This fund is to be raised by 
an assessm ent of the m em bers of the  
T ypothetae. and is to  be used to fight 
s trikes and boycotts in which any of 
the m em bers of the  Typothetae m ay be 
involved. Each em ployer will be re ­
quired to pay 10 cents a m onth per. 
cap ita  on each of his employes. Under 
th is  assessm ent plan, an em ployer who 
has 50 people in his shop will be held 
up for $5 each m onth, and so on. F ive 
hundred dollars was appropriated  in 
its fight against th e  label.

“ The com m ittee on the union label 
advised the m em bers of the  o rgan iza­
tion to  oppose the use of the  label to 
the fu llest ex ten t, even to  contesting  
in the courts all leg isla tion  favoring  
the  label, which has been, o r m ay here­
a fte r be, adopted by m unicipalities. 
The convention concurred in the com ­
m ittee 's  report.

“A resolution declaring aga in st the 
eight-hour day was adopted. One fa­
voring open offices also m et the  a p ­
proval of the delegates. T his reso lu ­

tion was cham pioned by G. E. M at­
thew s, of the Buffalo Express, who has 
been recognized for years as an enem y 
of organized labor.”

ORGANIZED LABOR W INS.
It seems th a t the g rea t m ine strike

in Pennsylvania is a t last settled, the  
m iners being granted  the 10 per cent 
increase asked for. A good m any 
thousands of dollars m ight have been 
saved if the coal barons had come to  
th is  inevitab le conclusion a t first. Thus 
has organized labor gained an o th er 
victory over their oppressors. T ha t 
they succeeded is largely  due to  the 
fact th a t P residen t John  M itchell, of 
the M iners’ Union, was th e ir general. 
W ith ra re  organizing and executive 
ability  he combines coolness, self-con­
tro l and an ab ility  to  look over the 
field of battle , and see the  weak points 
in the enem ies lines. He com m anded 
his arm y of 150,000 men and led them  
on to victory, and he is en titled  to the 
thanks of the en tire  coal consum ing 
com m unity as well as of the m iners.

A MAMMOTH TRUST — TH E  KING 
BEE OF T H E  W HOLE BUSINESS. 
Here be tru e  news from  the  New

York Verdict. This is a grave story. 
I t  is one of even near concern to sm all 
and great. Let it come unshod of sim ­
ile, unbusked of im agery or rhetoric , 
unclouded of any m ists of m etaphor. 
In  W all s tree t, as th is  is read, the  
g ian t tru s t of all is form ing. I t  is to 
collect w ith in  itse lf all th e  banks of 
New Y ork City. Its  core is to  be 
S tandard  Oil. Its  m oving sp irits  are 
John  R ockefeller and P ierpon t M or­
gan. W ith  them  in full and close as­
sociation a re  the  R othchilds and th e ir  
A m erican agents, says the  E rie  Peo­
ple. I t  was to  link  the  R othchilds to 
the  schem e th a t  of la te  took M organ 
Europew ard and b rought him  back 
again. This tru s t a t its  consum m ation, 
which is close, will pull th e  reins of 
guidance and crack th e  whip of dom- 
iation  over two billions of dollars. It 
will, as stated , be a m uster of the  New 
York City banks. T hey are  to be made 
in to  one force — unified and b rought 
under one word and one com m and. 
T hereafter they  are  to  say “ N o” to ­
gether, or “ Yes” together, or together 
stand  m otionless and m ute. T his t ru s t  
of th e  banks is to  be the d icta to r 
tru s t—to overlord all o ther tru sts. The 
g rea test am ong these la tte r  will be 
dwarfed as they  stand  beside it. We, 
the  people, a re  to become the subjects 
of bank conquest and suffer the  feudal­
ism of money. This bank tru s t is to  be 
our W illiam  of Norm andy. New York 
City is to be its H astings w ithou t a 
blow. I t  will have, as it were, a 
doom sday book, and the  coun try  is to 
be parceled am ong its followers.

T H E ABSORPTIONISTS.
F ifty  years ago m ore th an  half the

w ealth  of th is  country  was owned by 
farm ers. Ten years ago th e  farm ers 
owned one-quarter, and now, accord­
ing to the Jou rna l of Commerce, they  
own but 21 per cent, w hile the tru s ts , 
railroads, banks, m anufactu rers, m er­
chan ts and m onopolists have the  rest, 
says an Exchange. The fact th a t  10 
per cent of th e  people own m ore th an  
half of the w ealth, and th a t m ore th an  
half of the people own no th ing  ought 
to convince any one th a t  som eth ing  is 
w rong som ew here.

In the m ention of Miss M arie La 
Motte, one of P rofessor T h ie lho rn 's  
pupils, last week, th e  Labor P ress said 
she had successfully passed an exam ­
ination  a t the  B erlin  C onservatory  of 
Music, w hen it should have been the 
Brussels C onservatory.

W hy can’t P o rtland  have a telephone 
o pera to rs’ union? T here  is p len ty  of 
good m ateria l here for a first-class 
union.

A Jap  lives on less than  a C hinam an, 
and the la t te r ’s mode of living would 
put a decent hog to  shame.
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