 BAYTON
LSBORO
DEPENDENCE
LEM
1 DY
STAYTON
DODBURN

Noticias de los centros »

de oportunidad del VML’ "%,, W

’O

A publication of the VALLEY MIGRANT LEAGUE, Woodburn, Oregon

Friday, August 5, 1966

Opportunity News

BULK RATE
27,%0n, U.S. POSTAGE
h fc'e
& aq 1%c PAID
9?31 Woodburn, Oregon
< Permit No. 97
Vol. 2, No. 31

By lvan Wells

B crew of six men harvesting a
y[lly average of 12,000 pounds of
cherries per day! Defruiting a
in less than ten minutes! Less
age to tree and fruit than by
d picking!
As you travel throughout the
a served by the Valley Migrant
gue this summer, you will see
re and more crops that are be-
converted to mechanical har-
ing. Bill McDowell, the user of
equipment shown here, says
conversion to mechanical har-
ing is necessary because he
s a shortage of pickers in the
r future. He is currently using
) pieces of equipment, one to
ke the tree, the other to pick up
fruit,

A tractor with a long arm with
soft fingers at the end, supplies
the power to shake the tree as two

men stand by with long poles to
shake loose the more stubborn
cherries.

The cherries drop loose from
their stems onto a large farpaulin
that covers the ground beneath the
tree. As the two men lift the far
corners of the tarp, a power unit on
the second machine begins to reel
in the tarp that by now is covered
with ripe cherries. A long catch ba-
sin tips up, and the fruit is gently
dumped on a conveyor belt. Cher-
ries move along the belt, up a small
incline on the machine and then
drop into a tote box filled with wa-
ter and chunks of ice. As the fruit
drops into the boxes, a steady

Mechanization replaces hand-picking

stream of air blows away most of
the twigs and leaves.

Using these two pieces of ma-
chinery, and six men, and reduc-
ing the picking time per tree, the
cost of picking is cut in half to
about 1% cents per pound. This is
all done with less damage to the
tree and better quality cherries to
the processor. It would seem the
day of machine assisted harvest-
ing of fruit is here now. The only
question that remains is what jobs
are available to those people who
are now depending upon picking
crops as their main source of in-
come?

Un grupo de seis sefores estan

piscando como unos doce mil
libras de cerezas al dial Piscan un
4rbol en menos de diez minutos!
Hacen menos dafio al &rbol y la
fruta que piscar a mano!

Al viajar por el area que se sirve
por el VML este verano, Vd. vera
cada vez més cosechas piscadas me-
canicamente. Bill McDowell, quien
emplea el equipo que se ve aqui,
dice que la automatizacion es ne-
cesaria por la falta de piscadores
en el futuro inmediato. Actual-
mente, estd empleando dos mé-
quinas, una para sacudir el rbol y

(Pase a la pdgina 3)

Leon Gurney is the new VML
area supervisor at Independence.
He was born in California and he
grew up in Skagit Valley, Mt. Vern-
on, Washington. He has recently
worked on an urban slum project
in Venezuela, South America.

Gurney invites all

and migrant residents in the Inde-

pendence area to continue fo come
into the VML center to get ac-
quainted and talk over problems.

permanent

Leon Gurney es el nuevo super-
visor de VML en el area de Inde-

pendence. Nacié en California y
pasé su infancia en el Valle Skagit
en Mt. Vernon, Washington. Hace

poco trabajé en un proyecto en un
barrio pobre de Venezuela en Sud

Ameérica.

Gurney convida a todos los tra-
bajadores migratorios y residentes
de érea que sigan visitando el cen-
tro de VML y que se conozcan para
llegar a un buen entendimiento de
sus problemas.

feon Gurney, new VML area supervisor at Independence
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