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WANT A DRIVER'S LICENSE?

Everyone wants a driver's li­
cense, but it isn't always easy. 
Ruben Contreras, assistant director 
at the Dayton Opportunity Center, 
knows that the problems cannot 
be solved instantly. Here are two 
of the many persons he has helped:

VICTOR RAMON, a migrant w ith 
a family, has come to this area four 
times. For a long time he has tried 
to get a license. But he does not 
read or write Spanish, and he does 
not understand English. This year, 
after much help, he received his 
license. He can recognize all the 
highway signs.

NORBERTO ROBLES succeeded 
in getting his license five years 
ago. This summer he taught his 
daughter Juana how to drive. A f­
ter she got her license, the fam ily 
made a trip  to Texas. They are now 
residents o f Oregon. Robles owns 
5 acres o f land in Amity. Last week 
this newspaper printed a story 
about one o f his sons, a teacher.

You w ill hear and read about 
Community Action in the coming 
months. What is a community? 
What is community action? .

1. A community is a group of 
people living in the same area.
It may be a village, a town, a 
county or a state. It may be a 
group of farms clustered to­
gether.
2. When people of any com­
munity meet together, talk about 
their problems and decide to act 
together to solve them, you have 
community action.

Community action is not new. 
Years ago when our country was 
young, we had town meetings. 
Every villager attended the meet­
ings and offered his ideas about 
how to solve the problems of the 
community. This, of course, was 
community action.

But then towns grew very big. 
It became more and more d ifficu lt 
to go to regular meetings. The citi­
zens grew lazy and, instead of go­
ing to the meetings themselves, 
they chose a representative to go 
and do their talking for them. Soon 
thereafter, the people lost contact 
w ith their representative because 
they were too busy to find out what 
he had said at the representatives', 
meetings. The people lost contact 
w ith the problems of their neigh­
borhoods.

Then when poverty and sickness 
struck certain families, the busy 
people who had lost contact with 
their representatives did not know 
about it. Only the representatives 
who continued to meet together 
knew of the misfortunes of some of 
the people. Consequently, it was 
the representatives who voted to 
raise taxes so they could help the 
stricken families.

Later, when the busy people re­
ceived a bill for higher taxes, they 
often became angry and said that 
those unfortunate families should 
not be living in their community. 
"Why should some people be re­
quired to support other people?" 
they asked.

Community action was dead!
Now we are returning to those 

early days of the town meeting. 
Neighbors w ill meet together and 
talk about their problems. They 
w ill choose a representative and 
sendi him to the Community Action 
Board of their county. But this time 
they w ill be sure to tell him exactly 
what to say and, after the Board 
meetings, th e y  w ill find out 
whether or not he said it.

The people's representatives w ill 
be called Board M e n rfb e rs  and 
when they have discussed the var­
ious problems of their communi­
ties, they w ill make a list o f them. 
Then they w ill write to the Office 
o f Economic Opportunity in Wash­
ington, D. C. asking for money 
w ith which to conduct programs 
which w ill help solve these prob­
lems.

The Office o f Economic Oppor­
tunity is working hard to help 
people all over this country. It has 
even made up sets of suggested 
plans which it believes can be 
helpful in solving some of our 
problems.

For instance, it has a program

By Ruby Ely
Es probable que oigan y lean 

mucho sobre la acción comunal 
durante los meses que v ie n e n .  
Pocos sabemos el significado de la 
frase, "acción comunal" a pesar de 
que se explican solas estas dos pa­
labras.

1. Una Comunidad es un grupo 
de personas que viven en la 
misma área. Esta puede ser un 
pueblito, una ciudad, un con­
dado o un estado. Aún puede 
ser un grupo de ra n c h o s  
cercanos.
2. Cuando la gente de cualquier 
comunidad se reúne para plati­
carse de sus problemas y : se 
diciden juntas a tomar acción 
para resolucionar estos proble- 

. mas, he aquí la "acción comu-
»1.
La acción comunal no tiene nada 

de nuevo. Hace muchos años, cuan­
do nuestro país era joven, teníamos 
¡untas del pueblo. Cada aldeano 
a s is t ía  a estas reuniones para 
ofrecer sus opiniones sobre como 
resolucionar los problemas de la 
comunidad. Esto desde luego era 
la acción comunal.

Pero luego nuestros pueblitos se 
hicieron ciudades y se nos hizo d ifí­
cil viajar a las juntas. Por eso la 
gente de los barrios escogían a

called "Head Start" which is a kin­
dergarten for pre-school children 
where children o f poor families can 
receive early preparation for regu­
lar school.

There is also a suggestion for 
school children who are behind in 
their grades. The OEO w ill pay for 
after school study centers where 
tutors w ill help these children do 
as well as their classmates. If a 
community does not have trained 
tutors, the OEO w ill provide train­
ing.

For teenagers who can not afford 
to continue their educatipn, there 
are at least two - suggested pro­
grams:

1. Your schools, your welfare 
department, your police depart­
ment or any other non-profit 
group in your town can hire 
teenagers at $1.25 an hour. How 
many hours they work depends 
on how much school work they 
have. With the money they earn 
they can buy clothes, books and 
paper so they can stay in school.
2. Young p e o p le  16-21 who 
dropped out of school for good, 
and who have not been in school 
for three months before apply­
ing, may join the Job Corps, 
where vocational training is of­
fered together w ith academic 
subjects and work.

Heads o f families w ill be paid 
while they learn a trade. They w ill 
no longer simply depend on their 
welfare checks.

Senior citizens w ill beautify high­
ways and w ill also operate foster 
homes for orphans and older per­
sons who need homes.

So, from this list o f suggestions, 
it is easy to see that you w ill fre­
quently have one group o f poor 
people helping a n o t h e r  group 
climb from poverty to productivity. 
What ideas do you have about 
community action?

alguien quien asistiera a esl 
uniones para hablar por los 
tes. Esto hubiera sido peb 
mente bien si hubieran confien 
a reunirse en sus propios 
para decirles a sus represeij 
exactamente lo que queríadin 
dijeran etos, Pero pronto laord 
era tan ocupada que dejo oab 
terarse de lo que sus represerjae 
habían dicho. Perdieron enl 
tacto con los problemas - idr¡ 
comunidad. ¡al

Luego cuando cayo algunfite

gente ocupada no se dio d 
Solamente los representantesT'i 
continuaban a reunirse se eJK 
ban de la mala suerte de a lB  
de las personas. Por conseqtW 
fueron ellos quienes tomarcH 
cisión de incrementar los in fl 
tos. -er

Más tarde, c u a n d o  los Ia 
danos recibían la cuenta d 
a l to s  impuestos, se eno já is  
decían que esas familiasjrh 
graciadas y desconocidas no om 
de vivir en su comunidad. ;k í 
quó se requería a ciertas p e H  
trabajadoras c|ue mantuvieH 
otras personas perezosas?" sB  
guntaron.

¡La acción c o m u n a l H  
muerta! The

Pero ahora vamos a regri 
aquellos dias de la reunid 
pueblo. Los vecinos se ¡u ■  
para hablarse de sus prob p 
Se decidirán cual problema 
Organización de Acción Coi 
de su condado. Pero esta v 
sistirán en que el diga exactai 
lo que quieren ellos. Y despi j¡  
las reuniones de la directivB  
vecinos se enterarán de queH 
representante lo dijo o no,H  
ahora han visto el alto p rec ioH  
estar enterados.

Los representantes de la nts 
se llamaran "socios de la direP?* 1 2 
y cuando ya se hayan hablajH 
los varios p r o b le m a s  d‘urs 
vecindades, harán una lista y F 'É 
escribirán a la Oficina de Opc5̂ '  
dad Económica en Washií” ' 
pidiendo dinero para pc'^®,i 
practica los programas que pi Wl 
ayudar a eliminar la pobreza. 9a

La O f ic in a  de Oportu 
Económica ha hecha lo posiblt'No 
ayudar. Ha hecho hasta "set"00 
planes que puedan ayudar e|re 
solver algunos de los problrr,i 
más comunes de nuestro paisl t

¿Que' ideas tiene usted |nt: 
acción comunal?
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Una Venganza

Un perro rabioso muerde i 
señora. Inmediatamente va 
casa de un médico, quien le 
que su caso es muy grave aJ 
jándole que haga su testan 
La señora pide papel y un la 
comienza a escribir y a escri b

Despuós de un largo' ral 

medico le dice: —por lo visto, 
tiene una regular fortuna, pj 
tarda algo en escribir su 
mentó.

—¿Testamento?
—O  lo que sea. I
—No, doctor, ¡Es la lista <1

personas que voy a morder! 3 *


