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trine that an informed citizenry will act reason-
ably and with sound judgement. The reality seems
to be that the vast bulk of information and data
on virtually every conceivable and esoteric
matter from everywhere in the world at all
times of day every day, and the sheer volume
of its variety — statistics, fact(oid)s, opinion
polls, ideas that range from faxtastic to mere-
tricious, and reportage of events from births to
wars — is incomprehensible. At some point the
beleaguered brain overloads and shuts off.

Public apathy is not accidental or the result
of not having access to information. It is most
usually the opposite, a premeditated response
to a society awash in paper and verbiage. We
know too much.

It is this which confounds the believers of
information as the temple of freedom. To cull
through the immensities of twaddle and drivel
to discern what is pertinent — or work through
the purposely misleading, might finally be too
much to require or expect of a citizen, Supres-
sion, after all, fires the wronged spirit. Gluttony
buries it.

There are currently as many forms of com-
munication as there are groups of special
interest using them. It would seem that half of
the stars at night are communications satellites
in the Clarke Belt. They have forever changed
radio/television programming and access, and
provide with fiber optics cables, computers
and fax machines instantaneous information
worldwide. The proliferation of special interest
groups, citizens groups, political action groups,
even library boards and soap opera fan clubs
that publish newsletters, fanzines, micromedia
videos, tapes and newspapers, engage in poli-
tical, religious or business mass mailings, own
or syndicate programs on radio/television
stations or networks — all of this print and
babble saturates us with information, virtually
all of it self-promotional, biased and of ques-
tionable veracity.

The growth of huge newspaper chains and
entertainment networks both nationally and
worldwide has long made newsgathering and
reporting hostage to advertising and profit, and
concentration of ownership threatens the diver-
sity of independent media through which the
public is presented multiple viewpoints,

Television, of course, has changedeverything.
Without TV a person has little to talk about with
anyone, The visiontelevision projects has become
a prevailing, not to say pervasive, vision of our
culture. Even when it is criticized as a narrow,
superficial and self-serving distortion, TV is
yet the defining edge — it represents, reflects
and is a cause of what we are and how we view




