
i r e m e  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r ,  b u t  l ik e  S a d d a m  H u s -  
in ’s a r m y  w h ic h  in v a d e d  K u w a it a  y e a r  a g o  
p a y  i t s  b i l l s  th r o u g h  th e f t  of i t s  v i c t i m 's  
• a s u r y ,  th e  U .S .  is  u n a b le  to  f in a n c ia l ly  
p p o r t  i t s  m i l i t a r y  c o l o s s u s .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  
l i s t s  th a t  h i s  c o a l i t i o n  p a r t n e r s  be f o r th c o m -  

on  t h e i r  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  G u lf W a r d e b t,  
iich  h e  p r e s s u r e d  upon  th e m . T h e  A m e r ic a n  
ir  i n d u s t r y ,  o v e r jo y e d  th a t  m o s t  of i t s  p r o d -  
t s  s e e m  to  w o r k  r e a s o n a b ly  w e l l ,  h o s t s  
z a a r s  o f i t s  w a r e s  a n d  lo b b ie s  f o r  b i l l io n s  
>re d o l l a r s  to  r e p l e n i s h  th e  n a t i o n 's  a r m o r y ,  
m d re d s  o f m i l l i o n s  w o r th  of w h ic h  w e r e  
p e n d e d  o v e r  B a g h d a d  a n d  I r a q i  a r m y  b u n k e r s  
K u w a it .  T h e  b a ro q u e  c h o r u s  o f w a r  m e r c h a n t s  

a n ts  f o r  m o r e  a n d  b e t t e r  n in te n d o  w e a p o n s ,  
t i c k e t  s tu f f  to  k e e p  th e  USA  n u m b e r  o n e . 

p a r s i m i n o u s  C o n g r e s s  (a  m a j o r i t y  a r e  m e m -  
r s  of th e  p a r ty  o u t o f p o w e r )  d e s i r e s  to  c u t  

i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s ;  th e  w e a p o n s  m a k e r s  
s i s t  th a t  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  be s a c r i f i c e d  
e n s u r e  c o n t in u a n c e  o f h ig h - t e c h  w e a p o n s  
o g r a m s .
T h e  i n v a s io n  o f K u w a it  by  I r a q  o n  A u g u s t  2 
s t  y e a r  u n le a s h e d  a  f r e n z y  of b e l l i c o s e  
i t r i o t i s m  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  W ith in  d a y s  
m a r r i a g e  o f c o n v e n ie n c e  w ith  a  d i c t a t o r  w a s  
¡ v e r s e d ;  th e  d iv o r c e  o c c a s io n e d  th e  s w i f t e s t  
id m o s t  m a s s i v e  m i l i t a r y  m o b i l iz a t io n  in  
s t o r y .  A m e r i c a n s  p o u r e d  in to  K u w a it 's  l a r g e  
.1 r i c h  n e ig h b o r  S a u d i A r a b ia  u n t i l  th e y  o u t -  
l m b e r e d  th e  b a r r e l s  of o i l  th e y  w e r e  t h e r e  

p r o t e c t ,  j o in e d  by  t r o o p s  of s e v e r a l  o th e r  
i t i o n s ,  a n d  f o r  f iv e  m o n th s  th e y  w a i te d  to  
•m o v e  th e  m u z z le  f r o m  t h e i r  m o n s t r o u s l y  
jw e r f u l  w a r  m a c h in e .  H o m e f r o n t  p a t r i o t i s m  
a s  c l e v e r l y  s t a g e - m a n a g e d ,  a  y e l lo w  r ib b o n e d  
a r  f e v e r  t h a t  i n s i s t e d  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  s u p p o r t  
e t r o o p s  s e n t  to  th e  P e r s i a n  G u lf . No m a t t e r  
jw  a n y o n e  m ig h t  r e g a r d  th e  p u r p o s e  o r  c o n -  
lc t  o f th e  w a r  a n d  th e  b u i ld u p  th a t  m a d e  i t  
j s s i b l e ,  a n y o n e  w ho w a s  n o t c h e e r l e a d i n g  f o r  
ie t r o o p s  w a s  h ig h ly  s u s p e c t  o f la c k in g  p r o p e r  
lb l ic  s p i r i t .  P r o t e s t  a g a in s t  th e  m o b i l iz a t i o n  
id  s u b s e q u e n t  w a r  w a s  s e v e r e l y  u n d e r m in e d  

a  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  w a r c h e e r  f o r  th e  w a r r i o r s ,  
'h e  m o v e m e n t  f o r  p e a c e  (w h ich  in c lu d e d  m a n y  
'ho  th o u g h t  e c o n o m ic  s a n c t io n s  a g a in s t  I r a q  
h o u ld  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n , a n d  o t h e r s  w ho  s a w  th e  
, a r  a s  a  t r a g i c  f a r c e )  w a s  o n  th e  d e f e n s e  to  
r o v e  i t s  p a t r i o t i s m  th r o u g h  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f s u p -  
o r t  f o r  th o s e  e n g a g e d  in  s o m e th in g  th e  w a r 's  
p p o n e n ts  a b h o r r e d  a n d  o p e n ly  p r o t e s t e d .  E v e n  
e l i g io u s  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  u r g e s  f o r g i v e n e s s  of th e  
i n n e r  th o u g h  n o t  th e  s in  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  s u c h  a  
e m a n d .  T o  f o r g iv e  a  s i n n e r  is  to  a c k n o w le d g e  
c r i m e .  A m e r i c a n s  w ho  o p p o s e d  t h e i r  n a t io n  

t w a r  w e r e  u r g e d  to  s e p a r a t e  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  
b o u t th e  w a r  f r o m  th o s e  w ho m a d e  i t  p o s s ib le  

by  a c tu a l l y  a p p r o v in g  o f th e m  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  
le y  d id .  S u p p o r t  o f th e  t r o o p s  w a s ,  o f c o u r s e ,  
i s t o r t e d  in to  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  w a r ;  a n d  in  c o n -  
e r s e ,  c r i t i c i s m  of th e  w a r  im p l ie d  d i s a p p r o v a l  
1 th e  t r o o p s .  O p p o n e n ts  o f  th e  w a r  w e r e  i n s i n -  
la te d  to  h a v e  b e t r a y e d  th e  t r o o p s .

T h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  o u tp o u r in g  o f lo v e  a n d  s u p -  
>ort f o r  th e  A m e r i c a n  G . I ., u n m a tc h e d  s in c e  
^ o rld  W a r II, a n  e r a  o f g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s  

ind  r e s o l v e  m a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  h u c k s t e r s  
i t t e m p te d  to  e v o k e  d u r in g  th e  lo n g  m o n th s  th e  
r o o p s  w a i te d  in  th e  d e s e r t  f o r  th e  s h o o tin g  to  
t a r t ,  h a s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r a n s l a t e d  in to  a d e -  
[u a te  v e t e r a n s  b e n e f i t s  n o w  th a t  m o s t  of th e m  
i re  h o m e  f r o m  t h e i r  v i c t o r io u s  w a r .  W hile  
h e y  w e r e  a t  w a r  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  p r u n e d  v e t e r -  
m s ' b e n e f i t s  by  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
n f a v o r  o f th e  v id e o  w e a p o n s  s y s t e m s  w h ile  
l i s t r a c t i n g  th e  p u b lic  w ith  r a l l y  a r o u n d  th e  f la g  
h e t o r i c .  A nd  no w  th a t  th e y  a r e  b a c k  f r o m  th e  
¿ a r ,  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  s e e m  to  sh o w  s ig n s  
f s t r e s s  s i m i l a r  to  r e a c t i o n s  by  V ie t  N a m  v e t -  
¡ r a n s  ( a l s o  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  w h o s e  p o s tw a r  
i s y c h o s e s  w e r e  l i t t l e  p u b l ic iz e d ) ,  b u t  th e  g o v -  
r n m e n t  is  p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  p r o s e c u t in g  a  few  
o l d i e r s  a n d  m a r i n e s  w ho r e f u s e d  to  f ig h t .

J o h n  R e e d  s a w  th e  s i n i s t e r  s id e  of s o l d i e r s  
ind a n t i c ip a t e d  th e  c iv ic  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f m i l i ­
a r y  r u l e .  " I  h a te  s o l d i e r s , "  he w r o te .  " I  h a te  
o s e e  a  m a n  w ith  a  b a y o n e t  f ix e d  on  h is  r i f l e ,  
/h o  c a n  o r d e r  m e  o ff  th e  s t r e e t .  I h a te  to  
je lo n g  to  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  th a t  is  p ro u d  o f o b e y -  
ng  a  c a s t e  o f s u p e r i o r  b e in g s ,  th a t  i s  p ro u d  o f 
t i l l i n g  f r e e  i d e a s ,  s o  th a t  i t  m a y  m o r e  e f f e c t -  
v e ly  k i l l  h u m a n  b e in g s ."

T h is  is  n o t  th e  c u r r e n t l y  p o p u la r  a t t i tu d e  
o w a r d  m e m b e r s  of th e  a r m e d  f o r c e s .  It i s ,  
l o w e v e r ,  a n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e  o n e . T h e s e

v e r y  t r o o p s  th e  n a t io n  is  e x h o r t e d  to  lo v e  a n d  
c h e r i s h  c a n  b e  tu r n e d  a g a in s t  i t s  c i t i z e n s  a n d  
r o u n d  u p  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s .  T h e  c h i l l in g  th o u g h t 
i s  th a t  in  t u r b u l e n t  t i m e s  l ik e  t h e s e ,  s u c h  
r e p r e s s i v e  a c t io n s  m ig h t  h a v e  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t ,  
a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y ,  a s  h a p p e n e d  d u r in g  the  V iê t-  
N a m  W a r  w ith  p o l ic e  a n d  n a t io n a l  g u a r d s .

A y e a r  a f t e r  th e  w a r  s t a r t e d  w e m ig h t  by now  
r e c o v e r  f r o m  th e  s p e l l  i t  h e ld  o v e r  m o s t  of us 
f o r  s o  lo n g .  T h e  l a s t  p a r a d e s  s h o u ld  be  o v e r  
s o o n ,  a n d  y e l lo w  r ib b o n s  v a n is h  l ik e  s e a s o n a l s .  
H ow  m a n y  m o r e  m e d a l s  f r o m  g r a t e f u l  n a t io n s  
c a n  G e n e r a l  S c h w a r z k o p f  f i t  o n to  h is  b r o a d  
c h e s t ?

W h ile  A m e r i c a  c o n t in u e s  i t s  lo n g  v i c to r y  
c e l e b r a t i o n ,  te n s  of t h o u s a n d s  o f I r a q i s  d ie  of 
s t a r v a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e  a n d  l a c k  o f m e d ic a l  a t t e n ­
t io n ,  m o s t  of th e m  c h i l d r e n  a n d  e l d e r l y  — th e  
d e la y e d  " c o l l a t e r a l  d a m a g e "  o f th e  U .S .  b o m b ­
in g  c a m p a ig n .  O u tb r e a k s  o f ty p h o id ,  c h o l e r a ,  
m e n i n g i t i s  a n d  b u b o n ic  p la g u e  a r e  r e p o r t e d ,  
p e r h a p s  a t  e p id e m ic  l e v e l s  in  th e  s u m m e r  h e a t .  
T h o u s a n d s  of p e o p le  i n ju r e d  in  th e  b o m b in g  of 
J a n u a r y  a n d  F e b r u a r y  d ie  in  c l i n i c s  a n d  h o s p i ­
t a l s  f o r  w a n t o f m e d i c in e s ,  a n d  th e y  d ie  f r o m  
in f e c t io n s  c a u s e d  by  a  l a c k  o f  c l e a n  w a te r ,  
a n t i s e p t i c s  a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y .  A H a r v a r d  s tu d y  o f

POP QUIZ
T h e  s c e n e :  th o u s a n d s  u p o n  th o u s a n d s  of 

h u m a n  b e in g s  a r e  k i l l e d .  T h e i r  c o r p s e s  a r e  
s lo p p e d  o n to  one  a n o th e r  l ik e  c o m p r e s s e d  
d i s p o s a b l e  d i a p e r s . T h e  b o d ie s  a r e  s h o v e l le d  
a n d  s c r a p e d  in to  c o u n t l e s s  a n o n y m o u s  p i t s ,  
th e n  e f f i c i e n t ly  a n d  s u r g i c a l l y  c o v e r e d .

T h is  i s  a l l  d o n e  in  th e  n a m e  of a  s u p e r i o r  
n a t io n  a n d  a n  e v e n tu a l  t id y  a n d  m o r a l  v i c t o r y .
A g o d  i s  n a m e d  to  be  on  th e  s id e  o f th e  V ic ­
t o r s ,  A r c h i t e c t s  o f F a s h io n a b le  A t r o c i ty .

M any  c i t i z e n s  of th e  P o l i t i c a l l y  C o r r e c t  
N a t io n  a r e  to o  n u m b e d  o r  a f r a i d  o r  a s h a m e d  
to  s p e a k  o u t o r  a t t e m p t  to  i n t e r f e r e  f o r  f e a r  
o f a p p e a r in g  n o t  to  s u p p o r t  th e  o m n ip r e s e n t  
m a s s  h y s t e r i a  c u r r e n t l y  r a t e d  B e s t  O p in io n  
b y  th e  l a t e s t  g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d  p o l l .
(N ow  we c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  P o l le d  H e r e f o r d s  a 
l i t t l e  b e t t e r . )

P o p  Q u iz : th e  y e a r  a n d  p la c e  i s :  (a )  1944, 
G e r m a n y ;  ( b )1 9 9 1 , I r a q ;  (c )  1952 , S ib e r i a ;
(d ) a l l  o f  th e  a b o v e ;  (e ) n o t  a p p l i c a b l e ,  d o e s n 't  
m a t t e r ,  w h a t 's  on  T V  to n ig h t ,  s u p p o r t  o u r  
g o d .

— A L A N  R IC H A R D S  

A la n  R i c h a r d s  l iv e s  in  N a s e l l e , W a sh .

C H R IS T O P H E R  B IN G

th e  e f f e c t s  of th e  w a r  h a s  r e v e a l e d  th a t  m o r e  
th a n  f if ty  th o u s a n d  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a l r e a d y  d ie d  
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  " d e la y e d  e f f e c t s "  o f U .S .  b o m b in g , 
a  s u s p i c i o u s l y  h ig h  n u m b e r ,  a s  a l l  o f  th e m  
m ig h t  b e , y e t  t r a g e d y  s t a l k s  I r a q .  T h e  s a m e  
H a r v a r d  s tu d y  e s t i m a t e s  th a t  a t  l e a s t  1 7 0 ,0 0 0  
m o r e  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  f iv e  w il l  d ie  f r o m  e p i d e m ­
ic s  an d  m a ln u t r i t i o n  d i r e c t l y  l in k e d  to  th e  
b o m b in g  c a m p a ig n .  E v e n  h a lf  t h a t  n u m b e r  r e p ­
r e s e n t s  a  l a r g e  b i te  in  s u c c e e d in g  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  
w h ic h  a  s m a l l  n a t io n  l ik e  I r a q  c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  
in  e v e n  th e  b e s t  of t i m e s .  T h e  l o s s  o f  th e s e  
d e a d  c h i l d r e n  w il l  s e r i o u s l y  d e la y  I r a q 's  fu ll  
r e c o v e r y  f r o m  th e  w a r .  A ls o  m i s s e d  a r e  th e  
h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  o r  m o r e  y o u n g  m e n  w ho  w e r e  
m a d e  in to  m e a s u r e s  of p u d d in g  by  U .S .  a n d  a l l i e d  
b o m b s .  P e r h a p s  th e  p i lo t s  d id  c a l l  i t  q u i t s  a f t e r  
th e y  r e a l i z e d  f u r t h e r  a i r s  t r i b e s  on  I r a q  o r  i t s  
a r m y  w o u ld  b e  b u t c h e r y ,  b u t by th e n  I r a q  w a s  
c r u s h e d .

As w e go  m a r c h in g  in to  th e  n e w  w o r ld  o r d e r  
w e s h o u ld  th in k  a b o u t  th e  e r o s i o n  to  o u r  ow n 
p r i n c i p l e s  of l i b e r t y  a n d  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by 
e m b r a c i n g  w o r ld  m i l i t a r y  s u p r e m a c y ,  n o t 
e n t i r e l y  u n l ik e  R o m e 's  e x c h a n g e  o f a  r e p u b l i c  
f o r  th e  r u l e  o f C a e s a r s  s o o n  a f t e r  i t  b e c a m e  
th e  w o r l d ’s f i r s t  s u p e r  p o w e r . W ith  m o r e  i n f lu ­
e n c e  th a n  p r o p e r t y ,  th e  U .S . a c t s  a s  i n d u s t r i a l  
c i v i l i z a t i o n 's  p o l ic e  f o r c e ,  w h ic h  p r e s u m e s  th a t  
th e  r e a l  jo b  o f a  c o p  is  to  n o t o n ly  p r o t e c t  th e  
s t a t u s  q u o  b u t e n f o r c e  i t .  T o h o p e  th a t  d e m o ­
c r a c y  m ig h t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o e x i s t  w ith  m i l i t a r y  
r u l e  is  to  h a v e  m i s s e d  th e  p o in t  t h a t  th e  U .S .  
h a s  fu n c t io n e d  a s  a  w a r  te c h n o lo g y  s in c e  W o rld  
W a r II, a n d  m u c h  e a r l i e r .  T h e  lo n g  r e i g n  o f 
m i l i t a r y  s u p r e m a c y  a t  h o m e  h a s  c o m p r o m is e d  
th e  n a t i o n 's  f u n d a m e n ta l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  c a u s e d  
e c o n o m ic  d i s a s t e r .

V ie t N a m  ta u g h t  u s  t h a t  a  w a r  c a n n o t  lo n g  
c o n t in u e  w ith o u t  p u b lic  s u p p o r t .  T h a t w a s  th e  
a r g u m e n t  b e h in d  th e  f r e n z y  o f p a t r i o t i s m  th a t  
a c c o m p a n ie d  th e  P e r s i a n  G u lf  W a r . H o w e v e r ,  
i t  is  a  b e t t e r  a r g u m e n t  fo r  r e f u s in g  to  e n d o r s e  
a  w a r  s o  th a t  i t  m ig h t  q u ic k ly  e n d  o r  p e r h a p s  
n e v e r  b e g in .  T h e  w a r  p a r t i e s  a lw a y s  a t t e m p t  to  
c a p tu r e  p a t r i o t i s m  a s  t h e i r  o w n , a n d  p o r t r a y  
d i s s e n t  a g a in s t  t h e i r  w a r s  a s  t r e a c h e r y .  B u t 
d i s s e n t  is  n e c e s s a r y .  It i s  th e  t r u e  a c t  o f 
p a t r i o t i s m ,  a n d  i t  i s  a  m o r e  r e a s o n a b le  w ay  to  
s u p p o r t  th e  t r o o p s  th a n  s e n d in g  th e m  to  d i s t a n t  
p a r t s  o f th e  w o r ld  to  f ig h t  p e a s a n t  a r m i e s  o f 
o t h e r  b o y  a n d  g i r l s .

E d m u n d  M o r r i s  w r o te  o f th e  f i r s t  R o o s e v e l t  
a n d  h is  " s p le n d id  l i t t l e  w a r "  w ith  S p a in  in  1898 , 
" I t  to o k  w a r  to  h e a l  th e  s c a r s  o f  w a r ;  a t t a c k  
u p o n  a  f o r e ig n  p o w e r  to  b r in g  u n i ty  a t  h o m e .
B u t w h a t f u tu r e  w a r  w o u ld  h e a l  th e  s c a r s  o f 
t h i s  o n e ? "

— M IC H A E L  P A U L  M c C U S K E R

^O?LE,

r  —  A0
Café dc ladder

1287 S. Hemlock 
(503) 436-1179

Cannon jleach , Oregon 
Dinners begin at 5:30 nightly

GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

THE TREASURE NOOK
1296 Commercial 

Astoria


