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HOW I BECAME A BORN-AGAIN 
OPPRESSOR

H ello . I would lik e  to  in tro d u c e  m y s e lf  to you. 
My n a m e  is  M erc ifu l B la sp h e m y  (m y f r ie n d s  
c a l l  m e M e rc y . . . m y e n e m ie s ,  w e ll, th ey  d o n 't 
c a l l  m e). I a m  a l i t t le  know n, y e t p o w erfu l 
w o rk e r  w ith in  the D e p a r tm e n t of H um an S e r v ic e s .
I w an t to  tak e  a few  m o m e n ts  of yo u r tim e  to  
s h a r e  w ith  you the s to ry  of m y c a r e e r .  You s e e ,
I am  a B o rn -A g a in  O p p re s s o r .

In m y you th , I fought v a lia n tly  fo r  the  eq u al 
r ig h ts  of a l l  p eo p le , e s p e c ia l ly  the p o o r, the 
p o w e r le s s ,  the o u tc a s ts ,  and  th o se  v ic tim iz e d  by 
th e  h o r r o r  of d o m e s tic  v io len ce , r a p e ,  in c e s t ,  
an d  o u r A m e ric a n  L e g a l S y s te m . I w as young.
I w as fo o lish . Why, I h a d n 't  y e t c a n c e lle d  m y 
s u b s c r ip t io n s  to E a s t -W e s t  J o u rn a l ,  M s. M aga­
z in e , and  M other J o n e s .  I b e lie v e d  m y  l i t t le  
h an d s  co u ld  h e lp  r e f o r m  the w o rld . I thought 
th a t  a  new  m o ra l  c o n sc io u s n e s s  w as som ehow  
s t r o n g e r  th an  c o rp o ra te  p o w er. Ha! How fa r  
we a llo w  o u r youth  to  s t r a y  f ro m  the  A m e ric a n  
W ay. We a r e  b le s s e d  w ith a g o v e rn m e n ta l  s y s ­
te m  th a t  p ro v id e s  a m o m e n ta ry  g lim p se  a t  the 
s o - c a l le d  id e a  of f r e e d o m  b e fo re  c o r re c t in g  
su ch  d e lu s io n s  and  gu id ing  us b ack  on lin e .
It r e a l ly  is  s ad  how m any  w ork ing  a d u lts  s t i l l  
b e lie v e  su c h  v is io n s .

B u t su ch  im m a tu re  and b la sp h e m o u s  th ink ing  
h a s  b een  c a s t  f ro m  m y s m a ll  but hum b le  b ra in .
I s e e  b r i l l ia n c e  in  the w ays of s im p le  o p p re s s io n . 
A few  in d iv id u a ls  le ad ; the r e s t  of us fo llow . 
E a s y .  As long as  I re m e m b e r  to  n e v e r  c o m p la in  
a n d  to  c o -o p t m y p e rs o n a l  v a lu e s , I r e a l ly  have 
no p ro b le m s . I can  be happy . If I c o o p e ra te ,  I 
m ay  so m ed a y  be a s s ig n e d  to a le a d e r s h ip  ro le .  
B u t fo r  now, I d o n 't  have to  w o rry . T h a t 's  w hat 
th e  le a d e r s  do. I d o n 't have to  th in k  fo r  m y se lf . 
T h a t 's  w hat the g o v e rn m e n t d o e s . I t 's  lik e  being  
a c o n te n te d  c h ild . As long a s  I b lock  the m e m ­
o r ie s  of m y p e rs o n a l  ch ildhood  h o r r o r s ,  I am  
c o m fo r te d  by m y s u rro u n d in g s . I no lo n g e r 
s t ru g g le  w ith m y id e a ls .  I d o n 't  w re s t le  w ith 
p o l i t ic a l  c o r r e c tn e s s .  I buy g ra p e s  a n y tim e  I 
w an t to . And I n e v e r  fe e l  o v e rw h e lm ed  n o r 
b u rn e d -o u t  by the a l l-e n c o m p a s s in g  s p i r i t  of 
r a d ic a l  though t. I have been  ren ew ed  by the 
e n e rg y  of in s ti tu tio n a l p o w er.

T h is  change w as no e a s y  ta sk . I w as a s tu b b o rn  
and  r^ b e llo q s  young a d u lt. I fought long an«J, , 
h a rd  a g a in s t  th is -m e n ta l  ta k e o v e r . I u s e d  to t- 
s p e a k  ou t in  u n iso n  w ith m y b ro th e r  and  s i s t e r  
c o w o rk e rs  as we c o n fro n te d  m a n a g e m e n t s t a n ­
d a rd s  on poor w ork ing  co n d itio n s , u n safe  w o rk ­
p la c e s ,  a f f irm it iv e  a c tio n  r ig h ts ,  e q u a l r ig h ts  
fo r  a l te rn a t iv e  l i f e s ty le s ,  and a c c e s s ib i l i ty  
r ig h ts  fo r  d if f e r e n tly -a b le d  c l ie n ts .  I w as w ell 
v e r s e d .  I b e lie v e d  th a t language h e ld  p o w er, 
a n d  I knew  the lin g o . I w as d e te rm in e d  th a t 
e v e ry  in d iv id u a l be g iven  a vo ice  and th a t e v e ry  
v o ice  be h e a r d .  I h e lp ed  define is s u e s  of " e m ­
p o w e rm e n t."  I d ra f te d  p o licy  on C lie n t R ig h ts .
I ta lk e d  ab o u t c o v e r t  v io len ce  a s  w ell as  o v e r t 
in ju s t ic e s .  I d em an d ed  th a t, as an  o ff ic e , we 
c o n fro n t e ach  o th e r  on o u r own r a c i s t ,  s e x is t ,  
c l a s s i s t  and  hom ophobic  s ta te m e n ts ,  b e l ie f s ,  
an d  v a lu e s . T o g e th e r , o ffice  w o rk e rs  hung 
p o s te r s .  We a tte n d e d  r a l l i e s .  We m a rc h e d  in  
p r id e  p a ra d e s .  We w ore  p o lit ic a lly  c o r r e c t  
b u tto n s  and  t e e - s h i r t s .  We w e re  p ro u d  of o u r 
d e f ia n c e . We w e re  m ak ing  a d if fe re n c e .

T he s u c c e s s  of o u r f re q u e n t U nity B re a k s  
an d  pub lic  d e m o n s tra t io n s  b ro u g h t abou t c o m ­
m u n ity  re c o g n itio n . B ec a u se  I w as o u tsp o k en ,
I w as v iew ed  a s  the o ffice  s p o k e s p e rs o n . The 
m o re  n o te r ie ty  I re c e iv e d , the m o re  an x io u s  
m y  c o w o rk e rs  b e c a m e . I beg an  to  h e a r  w h is ­
p e re d  q u e s tio n s  be tw een  r e s t r o o m  s t a l l s .  C ould 
we be going  too fa r?  A re  we ro c k in g  the b o a t a 
l i t t l e  too m uch?  C ould we lo se  o u r jo b s?  O ur 
o ffice  un ity  began  to  b re a k  a p a r t  a s  c o w o rk e rs  
f e a r e d  the lo s s  of th e i r  p e r s o n a l  in co m e  m o re  
th a n  the  f e a r  of m a n ag e m e n t p r iv i le g e  o r  m a n ­
a g e m e n t r e t r ib u t io n .  A fte r  a l l ,  i t  w as m a n a g e ­
m e n t who h ad  h ire d  e ac h  of us in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e . 
M an a g e m en t e a g e r ly  p icked  up on the  in n e r -  
o ffice  f e a r s ,  and  fu r th e r  d iv id ed  the s ta f f  by 
m a n ip u la tin g  the  w e a k e s t in d iv id u a ls  in to  o p p o s­
ing p o s itio n s  a g a in s t  the  s t r o n g e s t  w o rk e r s .  
C o w o rk e rs  sp e n t th e ir  tim e  fig h tin g  e a c h  o th e r  
r a t h e r  th an  a g a in s t  m a n ag e m e n t r u le .  A nd they  
s to p p e d  sp eak in g  to  m e . Ahh, the b r i l l ia n c e  of
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o p p re s s io n . It w as a  ta s te  o f t ru e  p o li t ic a l  s a v v y . 
And I, in  m y youth , s t i l l  b e lie v e d  th a t we could  
b r id g e  ou r d is a g r e e m e n ts ,  re k in d le  o u r c o m ­
m on g o a ls , and  re n e w  ou r p ledge to  p ro v id e  
e q u a l an d  ju s t  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s .  I w as p re p a re d  
fo r  a  p o s itiv e  c o n fro n ta tio n  b e tw een  opposing  
p o w ers  th a t w ould in s t ig a te  the e v e n tu a l o v e r ­
th ro w  of the  o ld , p a t r ia r c h a l  w ay s. I b e lie v ed  
th a t ,  f in a lly , ju s t ic e  w ould av en g e  p o lit ic a l  v io ­
le n c e . I w as d e d ic a te d  to  h a rd c o re ,  r a d ic a l  
p e r s i s te n c e .  The t im e s  w e re  ra p id ly  a 'c h a n g in '.  
I w as ra d ia n t .

B ut no lo n g e r . I have b een  s t ru c k  dum b by 
the  t ru th  of p o li t ic a l  o p p re s s io n .

In an  in s ta n t ,  I g re w  w ise  to the  w ays of pow er 
and  p r iv i le g e . Why sh o u ld  I co n tin u e  figh ting  
so m eo n e  e l s e 's  b a t t le s  w hen I co u ld  s im p ly  tu rn  
m y  back  on c e r ta in  is s u e s  and  th ey  d is a p p e a re d ?  
Why w o rk  so  h a rd  on is s u e s  th a t w e re  n o t m y 
p e r s o n a l  i s s u e s ?  A fte r  a l l ,  I w a s n 't  d if f e r e n t ly -  
a b le d , so  why sh o u ld  I c a r e  if  the  o ffice  w as n o t 
a c c e s s ib le ?  I w a s n 't  p o o r , so  why sh o u ld  I w o rk  
a f te rh o u r s  w hen p o o r peop le  d id n 't  w ork  a t  a ll?  
Why t r y  to  a d a p t m y sch e d u le  to the n eed  of 
c l i e n t s ? If they  n e ed  m y s e r v ic e s ,  they  w ill 
m ak e  a  po in t to  find  m e w hen I a m  a v a ila b le ?  
Why u se  m y tim e  c re a t iv e ly ?  It only ad d ed  h o u rs  
to  m y d ay , com pounded  m y  p a p e rw o rk  and  w as 
n o t a  p a r t  of m y jo b  d e s c r ip t io n .  Why devote  
e v e ry  w eekend  and  s e v e r a l  e v en in g s  e ac h  w eek 
to  p lann ing  p o lit ic a l  a c tio n s  w hen I cou ld  be 
hom e in  bed w atch ing  "D esig n in g  W om en" and 
" th i r ty  so m e th in g ? "  Why be e x t r a - s e n s i t iv e  to 
the  q u a lity  of c l ie n ts ' l iv e s  w hen they  p ro b ab ly  
w an ted  th a t w ay of life  to b eg in  w ith? Why be 
s e n s i t iv e  a t  a ll?  It w a s n 't  in m y jo b  d e s c r ip t io n .  
A ll th a t w as e x p e c te d  w as th a t I do m y jo b  on 
r e g u la r  w ork  tim e , co m p ly  w ith  o ffice  s ta n d a rd s  
an d  m a in ta in  an ad eq u a te  jo b  p e r fo rm a n c e ?  Was 
th a t a sk in g  too m uch?

Y es, I am  a B o rn -A g a in  O p p re s s o r .  I no 
lo n g e r  d e s i r e  the v iew  f ro m  the m o u n ta in to p . 
I 'm  s it t in g  on top  of a s  m uch  of a  m o u n ta in  as 
I ' l l  e v e r  h a v e . Why c o m p la in  abou t th a t?  I t 's  a 
n ic e  enough view  fro m  h e r e .  I t 's  su ch  a r e l ie f !  
No m o re  sp ea k o u ts  and  p rid e  m a r c h e s .  No m o re  
r a l l i e s .  No m o re  p o s tin g  n o tic e s  . No m o re  c o n ­
s c io u s n e s s - r a i s in g  s e s s io n s .  In fa c t, no m o re  
c o n fro n ta tio n s  b e c a u se  I no lo n g e r  have any 
c o m p la in ts .  S o c ia l o p p re s s io n  has a lw ay s  been  
h e r e .  I ju s t  n e ed e d  to  l e a r n  to  a c c e p t i t .  I n e e d ­
ed  to g ro w  up. I know , now, th a t th o se  peop le  
who re m a in  d is s a t i s f ie d  a r e  s im p ly  unw illing  
to  g ro w  up and  a c c e p t  life  as  it is .

S ince m y t r a n s fo rm a t io n  I have m o re  p e r s o n ­
a l  tim e  and  m o re  in te r e s t  in s o c ia l iz in g . I 'v e  
p lay ed  b rid g e  w ith m any  im p o r ta n t people in 
m y  c o m m u n ity . I 'm  s ta r t in g  a m o rn in g  jogg ing  
p ro g r a m  w ith so m e o th e r s .  Why, I 'v e  even  
jo in e d  a  w e ig h t- lo s s  c lu b  w ith the  c i ty 's  m o s t

e lo q u en t l e a d e r s .  In f a c t ,  s in c e  I c o n v e r te d  and 
th re w  aw ay m y  o ld , o v e r ly  r a d ic a l  w ay s, m y 
o ffice  c o w o rk e rs  have s t a r t e d  sp ea k in g  w ith 
m e a g a in . We have r e g u la r  s ta f f  lu n c h es  w ith  
m a n a g e m e n t, and  i t ' s  j u s t  the g r e a t e s t  p la n . I 
r e a l i z e ,  now, how  im p o r ta n t  i t  is  to  in v e s t  in  
o ffice  m a in te n a n c e , and  is  w e ll w o rth  the lo s s  
of d i r e c t  c l ie n t  t im e . We n e ed  a b re a k  f ro m  ou r 
o h - s o -d if f ic u l t  jo b s  so  th a t  we a re  m o re  in - tu n e d  
w ith  e a c h  o th e r .  We s h a r e  r e c ip e s  and  d is c u s s  
h o lid ay  p la n s . We have  le a r n e d  th a t  e n te r t a in ­
m e n t is  the  a p ex  of in n e r -o f f ic e  s u p p o r t .  A fte r  
a l l ,  the  o ffice  th a t  e a ts  to g e th e r ,  k eep s  to g e th e r .

I 'm  so  g lad  th a t I have  s e e n  th e  lig h t, and  I 
w an t you to  s e e  the l ig h t a s  w e ll. S peak ing  out 
a g a in s t  o p p re s s io n  is  so  d iv is iv e . I c a r r i e d  
a ro u n d  so  m uch  a n g e r  w hen I w as w o rk in g  
a g a in s t  o p p re s s io n . A n g er is  ju s t  a n o th e r  way 
of k eep ing  h a te  a l iv e , and  we s im p ly  can n o t love 
one a n o th e r  if  we r e m a in  a n g ry  a t e a c h  o th e r .  
I 'v e  le a r n e d  to  love  m y s e lf .  I now  put m y s e lf  
f i r s t .  When so m eo n e  c o m e s  in to  the  o ffice  f i l le d  
w ith  pa in  and  m is e r y ,  I s im p ly  love th em  fo r  . 
who th ey  a r e .  If th ey  c a n 't  c h an g e , th en  I a c c e p t  
th e m  a s  they  a r e .  I tak e  the tim e  to  r e a c h  out 
to  th e m  w ith  a l l  m y h e a r t  and  e n c o u ra g e  th e m  
to  " ju s t  sa y  n o "  to  w hat is  w rong  in  th e i r  l iv e s .
I te a c h  th em  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e i r  p la ce  in  the 
w o rld . I show  th e m  how h appy  I a m . I 'm  happy 
fo r  who th ey  a r e .  My jo b  is  m uch  e a s ie r  now, 
and  m uch  m o re  fu lf i l l in g . It is  a p r iv i le g e  to  
w o rk  to g e th e r  in  o p p re s s io n .  If m o re  of us 
jo in e d  to g e th e r  fig h t a g a in s t  r a d ic a l  in s ig h t, 
th en  I know  th a t s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  w ould p ro v e  an  
u n lim ite d  s u c c e s s .  A fte r  a l l ,  w hen y o u 'r e  the 
o p p r e s s o r ,  you a ls o  c o n tro l  the s t a t i s t i c s .

M e rc ifu l B la sp h e m y  is  c u r r e n t ly  u p g rad in g  
h e r  c r e d e n t ia ls  so  she w ill be b e t te r  equ ipped  
to  e n fo rc e  h e r  p o w er o v e r  th o se  poor u n fo r tu ­
n a te  so u ls  who r e ly  on s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s .  She 
l iv e s  on the N o rth  C o a s t and d w e lls  w ith in  a 
lo c a l  b u re a u c ra c y .
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