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R is k in g  W o r ld  W a r
F o r  T h e  

C o n t in u e
R ig h t  T o

BY BILL WEINBERG T h e
P la n e t

THE KISS O f D & TH ?

U .S . CO UN CIL FO R  EN ERG Y  AW ARENESS

U. S. P r e s id e n t  G eo rg e  B ush  h a s  re sp o n d e d  
to  I r a q i  s tro n g m a n  Saddam  H u s s e in 's  in v a s io n  
and  o c cu p a tio n  of the  tin y  bu t o i l - r i c h  e m ira te  
of K uw ait by c a ll in g  up the r e s e r v e s  and  s e n d ­
ing te n s  of th o u san d s  of tro o p s  to  the d e s e r t  of 
S aud i A ra b ia  — m o re  U .S . tro o p s  than  have 
b een  m o b iliz e d  in  any  m i l i t a r y  o p e ra tio n  s in ce  
the  end  of the  w a r in  V ie t N am .

M uch of the  m e d ia  have  lin e d  up u n c r i t ic a l ly  
b eh in d  B u sh 's  w a r  m o v e s . S ad d am  H u sse in  is 
l ik e n e d  to  A dolf H i t le r ,  and  ta b lo id s  a r e  s c a n d a l­
iz e d  by an  I r i s h  ro c k  s in g e r 's  r e f u s a l  to a llow  
th e  " S ta r  S p an g led  B a n n e r"  to  be p lay ed  b e fo re  
a  s ta te s id e  c o n c e r t .  B ut d oes the w ar w hich 
o u r c o u n try  is  p re p a r in g  to  fig h t in  the  M iddle 
E a s t  h av e  an y th in g  w h a tso e v e r  to  do w ith d e ­
fen d in g  p r in c ip le s  of d e m o c ra c y ?  O r do the 
q u ick ly  e s c a la t in g  p r ic e s  a t  the g a so lin e  pum ps 
s a y  m o re  ab o u t the r e a l  r e a s o n s  fo r  the m a s s ­
ive  t ro o p  m o b iliz a tio n ?

To u n d e rs ta n d  how  th is  l a t e s t  M iddle E a s t  
c r i s i s  c a m e  ab o u t, a  l i t t le  h i s to r ic a l  b ack g ro u n d  
is  n e ed e d .

At the tu rn  of 20th C e n tu ry , I ra q  and m o s t  of 
th e  m a s s iv e  A ra b ia n  p e n in su la  w e re  u n d e r the 
c o n tro l  of the T u rk ish  O ttom an  E m p ire .  One of 
th e  e x c e p tio n s  w as K uw ait, w hich  the B r i t i s h  
e m p ire  had  s e c u r e d  as a p ro te c to ra te  to ch eck  
T u rk is h  and  G e rm a n  c o n so lid a tio n  of pow er in 
the  P e r s i a n  G ulf. (G e rm an y  ow ned the re g io n 's  
r a i l  l in e s  and  w as a l l ie d  w ith T u rk e y .)  The 
O tto m an s  had  d o m in a te d  th is  p a r t  of the w o rld  
fo r  c e n tu r ie s ,  bu t the B r i t is h ,  F r e n c h  and  U.S. 
w e re  in c re a s in g ly  p lay ing  fo r  p ow er — e s p e c ­
ia l ly  a s  o il b e ca m e  an in c re a s in g ly  v ita l p i l la r  
o f the w o rld  eco n o m y  and s c ie n t i s t s  i n c r e a s ­
ing ly  s p e c u la te d  th a t the g e o lo g ic a l s t r u c tu r e
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of the M iddle E a s t  d e s e r t s  p ro m is e d  v a s t  su b - 
te r a n n e a n  s e a s  of the  s u b s ta n c e  fo r  th o se  w ith 
th e  m on ey  to  in v e s t in e x p lo ra t io n  and  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t.

W ith T u rk e y 's  d e fe a t a t  the end of W orld  
v W ar I, the v ic to r io u s  A llie s  w en t abou t c a rv in g  

up  the  O tto m an  E m p ire  an d  d iv id ing  i t  a m o n g s t 
th e m s e lv e s .  B r i ta in  took  P a le s t in e  an d  I ra q , L  
F r a n c e  took  L ebanon  an d  S y r ia , w hile m o n a rc h ­
ie s  w e re  e s ta b l is h e d  in  the A ra b ia n  p e n in su la , 
m o s tly  u n d e r B r i t i s h  tu te la g e . By fa r  the m o s t 
p o w e rfu l of th e se  w as th a t of Saudi A ra b ia  — 
th e  only  c o u n try  on E a r th  n a m e d  a f te r  i ts  r u l ­
ing fa m ily . The ro y a l  Saud fa m ily  s t i l l s  ru le s  
a s  a m o n a rc h y  th e re  to d ay . To the e a s t  of th is  
m a s s iv e  b u t s p a r s e ly -p o p u la te d  s ta te ,  on the 
A ra b ia n  s h o re s  of the  P e r s ia n  G ulf, m in is t r ie s  
su ch  as  O m an, Q a ta r  and  B a h ra in  jo in e d  K uw ait 
a s  B r i t i s h - p r o te c te d  m o n a rc h ie s .

T h is  c a r v e - u p  p ro v id e d  the  ro o ts  fo r  the 
c o n te m p o ra ry  sh ap e  of the M iddle E a s t .  B r i ta in  
h a d  p ro m is e d  the P a le s t in ia n s  in d ep en d en ce  
fo llow ing  W orld  W ar I if  they  w ould re v o lt  
a g a in s t  the O ttom an  T u r k s .  T hey  had , bu t B r i t ­
a in  had  s im u lta n e o u s ly  p ro m is e d  the s a m e  t e r ­
r i t o r y  to  J e w e ish  Z io n is t  le a d e r s  in  E u ro p e . 
B re a k in g  both  p r o m is e s ,  B r i ta in  s im p ly  k ep t 
P a le s t in e  fo r h e r s e l f ,  e v e n tu a lly  lead in g  to 
w av es  of both  Z io n is t an d  P a le s t in ia n  n a tio n a l­
i s t  v io len ce  and  t e r r o r i s m  th e r e .  By 1920 
I r a q i  n a t io n a lis ts  w e re  le ad in g  a  p o p u la r a rm e d  
u p r is in g  a g a in s t  the B r i t i s h  o c cu p a tio n  of I r a q . 
T h is  p ro m p te d  the B r i t i s h  to w ith d raw , leav in g  
s t i l l  a n o th e r  p r o - B r i t i s h  m o n a rc h y  to ru le  in 
th e i r  s te a d .

S im u lta n e o u s ly , the  w o r ld 's  m o s t  p o w erfu l 
o il  c o m p a n ie s  — m any  of th em  o ffsp r in g s  of 
Jo h n  D. R o c k e fe l le r 's  m o n o lith ic  S ta n d a rd  O il, 
w hich  had  b een  b ro k e n  up by an a n t i t r u s t  s u i t  a 
few  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  — w e re  n e g o tia tin g  w ith  the 
A llie d  g o v e rn m e n ts  fo r  e x p lo ra tio n  and  d r il l in g  
r ig h ts  in the  fo r m e r  O tto m an  E m p ire .  In one 
fa m o u s  1928 s e s s io n  in  B e lg iu m , the n o to rio u s  
" r e d  l in e "  w as d ra w n  a ro u n d  the  p re s u m e d  
e x te n t of i l l - d e f in e d  b o rd e r s  of the d ism a n tle d  
e m p ire  w ith in  w hich the  o ilm en  d iv id ed  up the 
tu r f .  S ta n d a rd  O il of New J e r s e y  (today  E xxon) 
an d  the A n g lo -P e r s ia n  O il C om pany  (today  B r i t ­
is h  P e tro le u m )  la u n ch e d  a jo in t  v e n tu re  in  I ra q , 
the  I ra q  P e tro le u m  C om pany  (IP C ). S ta n d a rd  
O il of C a lifo rn ia  (today  C h e v ro n )a n d  the T exas 
O il C om pany (today T ex aco ) lau n ch ed  a jo in t 
v e n tu re  in Saudi A ra b ia , the A ra b ia n -A m e r ic a n  
O il C om pany (A ra m c o ). T h ese  c o n g lo m e ra te s  
c a m e  to d o m in a te  the e co n o m ies  of, r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  
I ra q  and Saudi A ra b ia .

The o il  c o m p an ie s  b eg an  to r e s h a p e  A m e r i­
can  s o c ie ty  in a n tic ip a tio n  of the s e a s  of p e tro l  
w hich  w ere  soon  to e m a n a te  f ro m  the M iddle 
E a s t .  In a jo in t  v e n tu re  w ith c a r  and t i r e  m a n ­
u f a c tu r e r s  su ch  as  G e n e ra l  M oto rs  and  F i r e ­
s to n e , th ey  s ta r te d  c r e a t in g  dum m y c o rp o ra t io n s  
and  buying up the t r o l le y  sy s  te rn s  in su ch  c i t ie s  
a s  Los A n g e les , New Y ork  and  B oston  — and  
hav in g  th e m  d is m a n tle d , leav in g  th e se  ra p id ly  
expand ing  u rb a n  c e n te r s  a lm o s t c o m p le te ly  
d ep en d en t on au to m o b ile  t r a n s p o r t  (e s p e c ia lly  
L os A n g e les , w hich had  no subw ay s y s te m ) .

I ra n , w hich had  n o t b e e n  p a r t  of the  O ttom an  
E m p ire ,  h ad  long b een  d o m in a te d  e c o n o m ic a lly  
by the  A n g lo -P e r s ia n  O il C om pany , and  w as 
ru le d  by the  d ic ta to r ia l  m o n a rc h y  of the Shah, 
w hich  the B r i t i s h  had  c r e a te d  a s  a m ean s  of 
c h eck in g  R u ss ia n  in flu en c e  th e re .  W ith the o u t­
b re a k  of W orld  W ar II, the Shah d e m o n s tra te d  
s tro n g  p ro -N a z i  s y m p a th ie s ,  so  the  B r i t i s h  
q u ie tly  had h im  o u s te d  and  d iv id ed  I ra n  B etw een  
th e i r  own o ccu p a tio n  fo r c e s  and th o se  of R u ss ia , 
w ith  w hom  B r i ta in  w as by th en  a ll ie d  ag a in .

W orld  W ar II w as a s e tb a c k  fo r  the d e v e lo p ­
m e n t of the M iddle E a s t  a s  a s o u rc e  of g lo b a l 
o i l .  M il i ta ry  c am p a ig n s  in  N o rth  A fr ic a  w e re  
a im e d  a t  keep in g  the A xis p o w ers  aw ay  f ro m  
M iddle E a s t  o il — d e sp ite  the fa c ts  th a t S ta n ­
d a rd  O il of New J e r s e y  (E xxon) had  r e c e n t ly  
g iv en  the  N azis  an  edge in in d u s t r ia l  m ig h t 
th ro u g h  a p o w e r - s h a r in g  a g re e m e n t  w ith the 
G e rm a n  p o w erh o u se  I. G. F a rb e n , th a t the T e x ­
a s  O il C om pany  (T ex aco ) had  p ro v id e d  p e t r o ­
le u m  to  the F a s c i s t  d ic ta to r s h ip  of G e n e r a l i s ­
s im o  F ra n c o  in  S pa in , and  th a t S ir  H e n ri D e te r -  
ing , the  m an  who had b u ilt  R oyal D utch  S h e ll, 
had  b een  e a s e d  out of p ow er by h is  own b o a rd  
of d i r e c to r s  fo r  sp o u tin g  p ro -N a z i  r h e to r ic  
long a f te r  it had s ta r te d  to  be e m b a r r a s s in g ly  
in a p p r o p r ia te .

In W orld  W ar II the A llie s  w ere  su p p lie d  w ith  
o il f ro m  V en ezu e la  (sp a rk in g  a U .S . p ro p a g a n d a  
an d  e sp io n a g e  e f fo r t  to ch ec k  F a s c i s t  in flu en c e  
in  L a tin  A m e r ic a , w hich  had  the p a ra d o x ic a l  
r e s u l t  of p o p u la r  re v o lu tio n s  to p p lin g  U .S .-
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