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My d ru g s  o f c h o ic e  a r e  r e d  w ine and m a r i ­

ju a n a .  One is  le g a l ,  the  o th e r  is  n o t, and  I have 
n o t h e a r d  a  r a t io n a l  r e a s o n  w hy. T h e re  is  no 
lo g ic  th a t  one sh o u ld  be b e n ig n ly  s u p p o rte d  
w h ile  the  o th e r  m a k e s  c r im in a ls  of i ts  u s e r s  
a n d  p r o d u c e r s .

A f r ie n d  h a s  r e c e n t ly  b e en  a r r e s t e d  and 
c h a r g e d  w ith  g ro w in g  m a r i ju a n a .  A h e lic o p te r  
s e n t  a lo f t  by the  O re g o n  N a tio n a l G u a rd  to  c a p ­
tu r e  m a r i ju a n a  f a r m s  s p o tte d  h e r  a g r ic u l tu r a l  
e n d e a v o r .  O th e r f r ie n d s  h ave  b e en  in v ad ed  by 
s q u a d s  of d r u g b u s te r s  who c la im e d  to  a c t  on 
te le p h o n e  t ip s  th a t m a r i ju a n a  w as g ro w in g  in 
t h e i r  h o m e s . Why s h o u ld n ’t th e y  a ls o  a tta c k  
g ra p e  v in e y a rd s  an d  a r r e s t  the  v in tn e r s  of 
w in e?

I lo v e  w in e . I a m  h a lf - S ic i l ia n  ( I r is h  ry e  d i s ­
t i l l s  the  o th e r  h a lf) , a  M e d ite r r a n e a n . I b e lie v e  
th e  w h e e l is  o v e r r a te d ;  the  d is c o v e ry  of the 
f e r m e n ta t io n  of g ra p e s  is  am o n g  th e  g r e a t e s t  of 
h u m a n  a c h ie v e m e n ts .  So a ls o  is  the  c u lt iv a tio n  
o f c a n n ib a s  in  i ts  in f in ite  v a r i e t i e s .  The w heel 
m ig h t  h av e  s e n t  H u m an ity  off on i ts  c o u r s e  of 
e x p lo r in g  th e  m e c h a n ic a l  u n iv e r s e ;  a c id u la tio n  
o f g r a p e s  an d  h a r v e s t s  of c a n n ib a s  have been  
in d is p e n s ib le  to  the  e x p lo ra t io n  of in te l le c tu a l  
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  c o s m o s .

N ex t o n ly  to  s e x , d rin k in g  w ine and  puffing on 
a  jo in t  a r e  a m b r o s ia .  Y et th e se  tw o w o n d e rfu l 
h u m a n  p le a s u r e s  an d  e x p a n d e rs  of in te l le c t  and 
s o m e t im e s  of love  a r e  f a ls e ly  w re n c h e d  a p a r t .  
T h e  w ine is  s ta m p e d  w ith  p u b lic  a p p ro v a l and  
c o g n o s c e n t i  a p p e a l .  M a r iju a n a  is  s ta in e d  w ith 
d e p r a v i ty  an d  i ts  u s e r s  a r e  p o r tr a y e d  as i r r e ­
s p o n s ib le  l a w b r e a k e r s  co n d em n ed  to  b eco m e 
a d d ic te d  to  h e a v y w e ig h t n a r c o t ic s .

P e r h a p s  i t  is  t im e  fo r  th o se  who lik e  a  l i t t le  
s m o k e  of e u p h o r ia  o r  bake g a la c t ic e  b ro w n ie s  
to  s p e a k  o u t a g a in s t  th e s e  d is to r t io n s  of t ru th  
a n d  th e  s p u r io u s  in ju s t ic e  of law s th a t pu n ish  
p l e a s u r e .  O ur a n c e s to r s ,  who w e re  n o t a llo w ed  
m a n y  p le a s u r e s  e i th e r ,  h ad  to  w re s t  l ib e r ty  
f r o m  k in g s  an d  ty r a n ts  and  f ro m  p o w erfu l i n s t i ­
tu t io n s  th a t  g re w  up in  th e i r  p la c e . If we do no t 
w a n t th e s e  h a r d  won l ib e r t i e s  to  go up in sm oke  
w e h a d  b e t te r  w ake up, q u e ll o u r tre m b lin g  and  
r e f u s e  to  be d e n ie d  o u r  p le a s u r e s  and p r iv a c ie s  
o r  w e w ill  h av e  n e i th e r .

T he W ar on D ru g s  so  b li th e ly  h e ra ld e d  is 
n o th in g  m o re  th an  a  c y n ic a l a s s a u l t  on o u r  c iv i l  
l i b e r t i e s  by a  g o v e rn m e n t th a t  w ould in c re a s e  
i t s  p o w e r by d is so lv in g  the  bonds th a t h o ld  us 
to g e th e r .  P u b lic  h y s te r i a  is  w h ipped  up  a g a in s t  
a  few  e u p h o r ic  c h e m ic a ls  th a t  lik e  food o r  s e x  
a r e  d a n g e ro u s  on ly  w hen g lu tto n y  o v e rc o m e s  
m o d e r a t io n .  T he s o c ie ty  is  in fe c te d  w ith  f e a r ,  
in  p a r t i c u l a r  i ts  v u ln e ra b i l i ty  to  c r im e  w hich  is  
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  d ru g  u se  in s te a d  of s o c ia l  c o n ­
d i t io n s  w h ich  p ro d u c e  bo th  th e  o b s e s s iv e  c o n ­
s u m p tio n  of d ru g s  an d  the  lu c ra t iv e  m a r k e t  fo r
th e m . T he s m a r m y  p ie t ie s  of p o l i t ic a l  a y a to l­
la h s  d e c r y  the  u se  of d ru g s  w h ile , in  c la s s ic  
to n g u e /h a n d  d u p lic ity , p o c k e t pay o ffs  to  k e ep  
th e  t r a d e  p ro f i ta b le  th ro u g h  le g a l  o p p re s s io n . 
T h e  b ig  m o n ey  is  th e  r e a l  a d d ic tio n ; it  h a s  
m a d e  b r ib e  ju n k ie s  of the n a t io n 's  la w m a k e rs  
a n d  m a n y  of i ts  e n f o r c e r s .  S pac ing  o u t once in  
a w h ile  is  n o t w hat is  e n e rv a tin g  o u r d ecay in g  
s o c ie ty :  C o r ru p tio n , th e  c r a z y  c o m p u ls iv e  
p u r s u i t  of c a s h  and  p o w er r e g a r d le s s  of s o u rc e  
a n d  h e e d le s s  of the  p r ic e ta g  a r e  th e  h i s to r ic a l  
in d ic a to r s  of s o c ie ta l  d e c lin e . T he p u r s u i t  of 
w e a lth  by an y  m e a n s  f a i r  o r  fo u l w hich  le a v e s  
e v e r  g r e a t e r  n u m b e rs  of p eo p le  im p o v e r is h e d  
a n d  w re c k s  the  p ro d u c tiv i ty  of a  s o c ie ty  is  the 
t r u e  s ig n  o f d e ca y  an d  d e c lin e . It is  u s u a lly
th e n , w hen e v e ry th in g  s t a r t s  fa llin g  a p a r t ,  th a t 
l a r g e  m a s s e s  s e a r c h  fo r  o p ia te s  to  e s c a p e  th e ir  
c ru m b lin g  l iv e s .

O v e ru se  of an y th in g  is  d a n g e ro u s . C offee , 
h a m b u r g e r s ,  b u t te r  an d  s u g a r  a r e  know n k i l l e r s .  
A lco h o l n o t on ly  a d d ic ts  m il l io n s ,  i t  is  a  d i r e c t  
c a u s e  o f the  a u to m o b ile  d e a th s  of h u n d re d s  of 
th o u s a n d s  m o re ;  a lc o h o l a ls o  is  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  v io le n t b e h a v io r  (even  w ine) th a t  r e s u l t s  in  
th o u s a n d s  of b e a tin g s  and  d e a th s  of w iv e s , 
c h i ld r e n ,  f r ie n d s  a n d  s t r a n g e r s .  C ig a re t te s  
k i l l  m o re  s lo w ly , m o re  c e r ta in ly ,  bu t I have 
y e t  to  h e a r  a  to b a c c o  co m p an y  ack n o w led g e  
a n y  fo rm  of r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  the  l in g e r in g  
o f te n  a g o n iz in g  d e a th s  of the  v e ry  peo p le  (about 
4 0 0 ,0 0 0  a y e a r ,  w h ich  is  a b o u t one of e v e ry  s ix  

-  p e r s o n s  w ho d ie  a n n u a lly )  who p ro v id e  its  
w e a lth .

M o d e ra tio n  is  the  g en iu s  of S h a n g ri L a  — 
m o d e ra t io n  in  a l l  th in g s  p le a s u ra b le ,  p h ilo so p h ­
ic a l  and  p o l i t ic a l .  A m e r ic a n  c u ltu re  is  in s te a d  
fo u n d ed  on e x c e s s .  T he U n ited  S ta te s , a s id e  
f r o m  i ts  p a s s io n a te  a d d ic t io n  to  m oney  and  
sh o p p in g , i s  a ls o  the  w o r ld 's  l a r g e s t  c o n su m e r  
o f a d d ic t iv e  c h e m ic a l  s u b s ta n c e s .  T he u s u a l  
b la m e  is  p la c e d  upon  a  m a la is e  of s p i r i t  of the 
s e e k e r s  of c h e m ic a l ly - in d u c e d  n irv a n a , n o t the 
in c e s s a n t  v a lu e s  of r a p a c i ty  and  g re e d  of the 
s o c ie ty  i t s e l f .  M oney , s e x  and  d ru g s  have  
b e e n  th e  A m e r ic a n  c o r p o r a te  d re a m  s in c e  the 
a d v e n t of h u c k s te r i s m .  F o r  the  w e a v e rs  of the 
d r e a m  to  a b so lv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  by p la c in g  
g u i l t  on the  b u y e rs  of the  m e s m e r iz in g  v is io n s  
is  p u re  m e n d a c ity .

D rug  F r e e  A m e ric a ?  How a b su rd !  No m o re  
p h a r m a c e u t ic a l  co m p o u n d s?  V aliu m  banned?  
P r o h ib i t io n  once m o re  of a lc o h o lic  b e v e ra g e s ?  
D e fo lia tio n  of g ra p e  v in e y a rd s  and  hops f ie ld s?  
T he a r r e s t  and  c o n v ic tio n  of to b a cc o  f a r m e r s  
an d  th e i r  g o v e rn m e n t lo b b y is ts ?  Y ou 've go t to 
be k id d ing !

T h is  n a tio n  c o n su m e s  m o re  d ru g s  of in fin ite  
v a r ie ty  and  p u rp o s e  on a d a ily  b a s is  th an  the 
r e s t  of the  w o rld  c o m b in e d . O ur r e a l  p ro b le m  
is  n o t the  d ru g s  we in g e s t ,  o r  o u r  r e a s o n s  fo r
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r e q u ir in g  o r  w ish in g  fo r  th e m , but o u r c a p a c ity  
fo r  a c q u ie s c in g  to  z e a lo ts  who c o r r u p t  the p u b ­
lic  to le ra n c e  w ith  h y s te r ic a l  e x a g g e ra t io n s , 
p ro c la m a t io n s  an d  d em an d s  th a t we deny o u r 
p le a s u r e s  of f le s h  and  f lo r a .  (H. L . M encken 
once d e fin e d  P u r i ta n s  a s  th o se  who a r e  a f ra id  
th a t  so m e o n e , s o m e w h e re , is  hav ing  a good 
t im e ) .  We a llo w  peop le  to h ave  p ow er o v e r us 
who a s s u m e  we a re  c o lle c t iv e ly  a s  s tu p id  and  
a v a r ic io u s ly  d e c e itfu l  a s  th ey  a r e  — and  so  fa r  
in  r e g a r d  to  the  tra m p lin g  of o u r c iv i l  r ig h ts  in 
th e  D rug  W ar we have no t show n th e m  any 
r e a s o n  to  doub t th e i r  m is c o n c e p tio n s . We p e r ­
m it  th e s e  p a th o lo g ic a l s im p le to n s  to  in tru d e  
th e i r  g r o s s  a p p e ti te s  fo r  p ow er upon ou r fo rm s  
of r e la x a t io n  and  b l i s s .  As a  r e s u l t  we a r e  
s e p a r a te d  n o t only  by c l a s s ,  s e x  and  r a c e ,  but 
a ls o  by o u r c h o ic e s  of p le a s u r e .  We a r e  s e p a ­
r a te d  by in t im id a tio n  an d  e d ic t .  We a r e  c o m ­
p a r tm e n ta l iz e d ,  b ro k e n  in to  s e g m e n ts  of s u s p i ­
c io n  and  f e a r  lik e  t h r e e - p e r s o n  c o m m u n is t  
c e l l s .  In s te a d  o f r a l ly in g  to  o u r  f r ie n d s  and  
n e ig h b o rs  who a r e  a s s a u l te d  by im p r o p e r  p o lice  
in v a s io n s  of th e i r  h o m es  and  s e lv e s ,  we shun  
th e m  in  f e a r  o u r own v ic e s  m ig h t a ls o  be in v e s t ­
ig a te d  if  we d e m o n s t r a te  s u p p o r t  o r  s o l id a r i ty .  
T he W ar on D ru g s  is  b a lk a n iz in g  u s .
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P e rh a p s  you  have n o t n o tic e d  the  sq u e lch in g  
of o p p o sin g  v iew s to the W ar on D ru g s , the  f e a r ­
fu l d is in c l in a t io n  of pub lic  p r o te s t  to  the g o v e rn ­
m e n t 's  ju g g e rn a u t  a g a in s t  c iv i l  l ib e r t i e s  d i s ­
g u iz e d  as  a m o r a l  c ru s a d e  a g a in s t  d ru g  u s e . 
F o u r  y e a r s  ago  O reg o n  w as a lm o s t  am ong  the 
m o s t  p r o g r e s s iv e  s ta te s  re g a rd in g  c u ltiv a tio n  
an d  p e r s o n a l  u se  of m a r i ju a n a .  B u t the big guns 
of s u p p re s s io n ,  who k e p t the m a t te r  off the  b a l ­
lo t by im p r o p e r ly  d is r e g a r d in g  in it ia tiv e  s ig n a ­
tu r e s  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  m o u n ted  a  la rg e  and e x p e n ­
s iv e  (not to  m e n tio n  a m p le  u se  of h y s te r ia  and 
m is in fo rm a tio n )  c a m p a ig n  to  d e fe a t a llow ing  
c u lt iv a t io n  of the  e v il  w eed  fo r  p e r s o n a l  u se  in 
1986. P e r h a p s ,  w ith the  s a m e  p r e s s u r e  and 
m o n ey , an in i t ia t iv e  to o u tlaw  the  use  and d i s ­
t r ib u tio n  of a lc o h o l co u ld  a ls o  tr iu m p h  (w hich 
m ig h t be an  id e a  fo r  m a r i ju a n a  s u p p o r te r s  to  
th in k  ab o u t t ry in g  in  1 9 9 2 ).

The v e ry  s a d  a c c o m m o d a tio n  of f e a r  and 
in t im id a tio n  by th o se  who a re  c r im in a ls  only  
b e c a u se  th e y  p r e f e r  m a r i ju a n a  to  the le g a lly  
s a n c tio n e d  a b u se  of a lco h o l is  c le a r ly  ev id en t 
by the  la c k  of a m a r i ju a n a  d e c r im in a l iz a t io n  
in i t ia t iv e  p e ti t io n  fo r the  N o v e m b er 1990 b a llo t . 
T h o u sa n d s  of O re g o n ia n s  a re  n o t r e p r e s e n te d  
th is  e le c t io n  y e a r ,  and  as  a r e s u l t  th e i r  f r e e ­
d o m s an d  p e r s o n a l  l iv e s  a re  in je o p a rd y  s im p ly  
b e c a u s e  th ey  en joy  the c e le s t i a l  h em p  m o re  
th an  (o r a lo n g s id e )  the  in te m p e ra n c e  of w h isk ey  
o r  w in e . T he r e p r e s s iv e  a tm o s p h e re  s u r r o u n d ­
ing the  r ig h t  to  ch o o se  o n e 's  own po iso n  h as  
s e n t  s c u r ry in g  out of v iew  the v e ry  peop le  who 
c o u ld  p r e s e r v e  th e i r  l i b e r t i e s  and  f re e d o m  fro m  
h a r r a s s m e n t  and  j a i l  by open ly  in s is t in g  th a t 
th e  e le c to r a l  p ro c e s s  (w hich h a s  so  f a r  fa ile d  
th e m  b e c a u se  th ey  s e e m e d  too  o p tim is t ic  abou t 
p u b lic  a w a re n e s s  to  e ffe c t iv e ly  c o m b a t the  
d ru g  lo rd s  of a lc o h o l and  to b a c c o ) f a ir ly  r e p r e ­
s e n t  th e ir  po in t of v iew . D r. F r e d r ic k  O e r th e r ,  
long  a  s t ro n g  v o ice  fo r  le g a l iz a t io n  of m a r i ju a n a  
and  1990 L ib e r t a r i a n  c a n d id a te  fo r G o v e rn o r of 
O reg o n , s a id  w hen a r r e s t e d  e a r l i e r  th is  y e a r  
fo r  g ro w in g  m a r i ju a n a  fo r  h is  p e r s o n a l  u s e ,
" I s e e  a lig h t a t  the end  of the  tu n n e l, and  i t  is 
the  B ill of R ig h ts  b u rn in g .

So w hat s h a l l  we do? S it on o u r fa n n ie s  in 
f e a r  and h e lp le s s ly  w atch  o u r f r ie n d s  d is a p p e a r  
u n ti l  a t so m e  p o in t, fo r  so m e  r e a s o n , we a re  
a ls o  v ic tim s  of an in c re a s in g ly  r e p r e s s iv e  
g o v e rn m e n t, o r  s h a l l  we f in a lly  r i s e  up and te l l  
the  m in i s t r i e s  of f e a r  to  go to  h e ll?
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