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FR O M  A PH O T O G R A PH  BY R E X  ZIAK

THE OLD WARRIOR DIES
I w as a sk e d  by m y fa m ily  to  say  a  few  w o rd s  

ab o u t K ew pie. It is  d if f ic u lt  to  do th is  b e c a u se  
i t  is  d iff ic u lt  to  b e lie v e  th a t  he is  d e ad . I tn e v e r  
o c c u r r e d  to  m e th a t K ew pie w ould d ie . He had 
b een  h e r e  a l l  m y life  and I n a tu ra l ly  b e lie v e d  
th a t  he w ould be h e re  fo r  the r e s t  of m y life .
As the  y e a r s  w en t by so m e  m en  got o ld , s lo w ed  
dow n, s to o p ed  o v e r , and  show ed th e i r  a g e . B ut 
K ew pie s e e m e d  to  age  m uch  s lo w e r . At the  age 
of 7 3 he w as s t i l l  s tro n g  a s  a b u ll, w ise  a s  an  
ow l and  c le v e r  a s  a fox .

I a m  happy to  se e  th a t so  m any  f r ie n d s  cou ld  
be h e r e .  H o w ev er, I n a tu r a l ly  th in k  a b o u t a l l  of 
K e w p ie 's  f r ie n d s  who co u ld  no t a tte n d . In the  
h i l ls  a  b la c k  b e a r  s t r i p s  h u c k le b e r r ie s  f ro m  a 
b u sh  and  m o u rn s  K e w p ie 's  d e a th . O v er the 
C o lu m b ia  R iv e r  an  e ag le  te a c h e s  i t s  young how 
to  f is h  and  m o u rn s  K ew p ie 's  d e a th . T he g e e se  
th a t w ill r e tu r n  h e re  f ro m  the n o r th  and  se e k  
re fu g e  in  the  K nappa S lough m o u rn  K ew p ie 's  
d e a th . T hey  know  th ey  have  lo s t  th e i r  v e ry  b e s t  
f r ie n d . T hey  r e a l iz e  th a t no one e ls e  w ill defend  
th e m . K ew pie spoke  fo r  the a n im a ls .  He w as 
the  v o ice  of the v o ic e le s s .  The a n im a ls  a r e  
c ry in g  b e c a u se  th ey  k n o w —  T hey  know  if  a 
lo g g e r  is  k i l le d  the b o ss  j u s t  h i r e s  a n o th e r  lo g ­
g e r .  W hen a la w y e r  d ro p s  d ead  you ju s t  find  
a n o th e r  la w y e r . W hen a  s e n a to r  b re a th e s  h is  
l a s t  you ju s t  e le c t  a n o th e r  to  tak e  h is  p la c e . 
B u t the a n im a ls  know  th a t no one h e re  o r  a n y ­
w h e re  e ls e  w ill fo llow  K ew pie. A fte r  a l l ,  how 
m an y  h e r e  w ould r i s k  th e i r  l iv e s  fo r  the  life  of 
a b e a r?  How m an y  of us w ould d a re  c o n f is c a te  
the  guns f ro m  p o a c h e rs ?  The w as only  one 
K ew pie, and  th e re  w ill be no m o re .

K ew pie w as a n a tu r a l i s t ,  a lo g g e r , a lo v e r ,  a 
p o e t. He w as a  h is to r ia n ,  an a rc h a e o lo g is t ,  an 
a n th ro p o lo g is t  an d  a  s to r y  t e l l e r .  He cou ld  do 
an y  of th e s e  e q u a lly  a s  w e ll a s  the o th e r .  B ut 
m o s tly  K ew pie w as a w a r r io r .  A w a r r io r  in  o u r 
s o c ie ty  is  co n fu s in g . When we h e a r  of a  w a r r io r  
we n a tu r a l ly  th in k  of a  s o ld ie r .  B ut a  s o ld ie r  is  
n o t a w a r r io r .  A s o ld ie r  is  s e n t in to  b a ttle , 
w h e re a s  a  w a r r io r  s e e k s  b a tt le .  K ew pie w as a 
w a r r i o r .  P e rh a p s  one of the la s t .  He w as c o n ­
s ta n t ly  in  a f ig h t. He s e e m e d  to th r iv e  on c o n ­
f l i c t .  He fo u g h t w ith  big t im b e r  c o m p a n ie s . He 
fo u g h t w ith  h is  n e ig h b o rs .  He fought w ith  p o a ch ­
e r s ,  t r e s p a s s in g  te e n a g e r s  and  in d u s t r i a l i s t s .  
He e v en  fough t w ith  h is  own fa m ily . He c o n s ta n tly  
so u g h t w a r . We do no t u n d e rs ta n d  th is .  We c a n ­
n o t u n d e rs ta n d  th is .  W a r r io r s  do no t liv e  in  th is  
w o rld  w ith  o u r id e a ls  and v a lu e s .

B u t K ew pie show ed  us w hat a f ig h te r  can  do. 
K ew pie show ed  us the  pow er of pub lic  op in ion . 
K ew pie show ed  us w hat an  in d iv id u a l can  do. In 
K e w p ie 's  n a m e , p le a se  k eep  up the fig h t. Speak 
up  a b o u t in ju s t ic e s .  S peak  out w hen you see  
so m e  w ro n g . D efend n a tu re  and  o u r  e n v iro n ­
m e n t. T h a t is  w hat K ew pie w ould have  w an ted  
us to  do.

We w ill a l l  r e m e m b e r  th in g s  ab o u t K ew pie.
It is  u n lik e ly  we w ill fo rg e t  th e m . W hether it 
w as h is  d eep  v o ic e , h is  p o e tic  w o rd s , h is  th ick  
p o w e rfu l h an d s o r  h is  a n im a te d  s to r i e s ,  Kewpie 
w ill liv e  on .

— REX  ZIAK

R ex  Z ia k  is  Bob Z ia k 's  nephew . He gave th is  
eu lo g y  to  h is  u n c le  a t  K ew p ie 's  fu n e ra l ,  A ugust 
22 . He l iv e s  in  N a s e lle ,  W ash ing ton , and is  a 
p h o to g ra p h e r  c u r r e n t ly  on a s s ig n m e n t in  C a l if ­
o rn ia .

"I f e e l  I have a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  w hile  I 'm  on th is  e a r th  to p r e s e r v e  so m e  b ea u ty  
and  p a s s  it on to the n ex t g e n e ra t io n . B eca u se  if I do n o t p a s s  so m e th in g  on, 
th e s e  c h i ld re n  and  the c h i ld r e n 's  c h i ld re n  w ill have a b a r r e n  w o r ld ."

— BOB ZIA K , 1917-1990

BY HOWARD BRUNER
B ob "K ew p ie"  Z ia k  is  g o n e . D ied  A ugust 16. 

T he m an  who w ould te a c h  us the v a lu e  of o th e r 
c r e a t u r e s '  l iv e s  h a s  le f t  u s . I a m  f i l le d  w ith 
r e m e m b r a n c e s  an d  th o u g h ts  of th is  e x t r a o r d i ­
n a ry  m an  of th e  w oods.

B ob Z ia k  w as a m a n 's  m an , a  tw o -f is te d  
b a r r e l - c h e s te d  w a r r io r  who c o n ta in e d  e le m e n ts  
so  a n o m alo u s  he d is a r m e d  h is  opp o n en ts  th ro u g h  
s h e e r  a m a z e m e n t . H is a r s e n a l  c o n ta in ed  g u n s , 
f i s t s ,  h eav y  m a c h in e ry  and  p o e try . A v is io n a ry  
in  C a n 't  B u st 'E m s  and  H ic k o ry , K ew pie had  
r e a c h e d  a s ta g e  of d ev e lo p m en t f a r  beyond  the 
n o rm  fo r  th is  w oodsy  r e s o u r c e  d ep en d en t a r e a .  
He had  gone to th e  w e ll an d  found th a t h is  life  
w as in e x tr ic a b ly  wound up w ith  the liv e s  of the 
c r e a tu r e s  and lan d  a ro u n d  h im . P e rh a p s  he had 
c au g h t a g lim p se  of the p la ce  we r e a l ly  a r e  in 
th e  sc h e m e  of th in g s . He had  m ad e  the  u ltim a te  
ju m p  of fa ith  in h is  d e n ia l of f r e e  ag en cy  w ith ­
ou t c o n se q u e n c e s . He a c c e p te d  the r e s p o n s ib i l ­
ity  we g o d -lik e  h u m an s  h ave  fo r  a l l  o th e r  fo rm s  
o f l i f e .

T h is  h a rd  liv in g , ro u g h  and  tu m b le  lo g g e r  
w as a ls o  a g en tle  an d  n u r tu r in g  fo rc e  in the 
h u n d re d s  of th o u san d s  of l iv e s  he to u c h ed . By 
s e t t in g  up and m a in ta in in g  a s a n c tu a ry  fo r  
g am e  b ird s  in  th is  w o r ld - c la s s  m e c c a  fo r  fow l 
h u n te r s ,  he  had  m o re  of an  e ffe c t on the fo r tu n e s  
of dw ind ling  a v ian  p o p u la tio n s  th an  w ill e v e r  be 
a c c o u n ta b le . Long b e fo re  the  c o u n te r s  and 
o g le r s  put new  v a lu e  on the  n a tu r a l  w onder of 
a  goo se  "V ", K ew pie had  a d o p ted  h is  fe a th e re d  
b r o th e r s  and  s i s t e r s .  W hen the c a l l  w as m ade 
to  c u t the  n e s t  t r e e s  of the  e a g le s ,  he w as the 
m an  who put h is  body b e tw een  f u r th e r  life  and the 
u l t im a te  d e so la tio n  of an  e a g le le s s  s a n c tu a ry . 
T he b e a r  of th e se  w oods had  one v o ice  sp eak in g  
fo r  th em : K ew pie r e fu s e d  to le t  the h ig h - te c h , 
d o g -e n h a n c e d  s la u g h te r  go u n c h a llen g e d  and 
s to o d  h is  g ro u n d  a g a in s t  a ll  c o m e r s .  H is w as

a b r a v e r y  and  c o m m itm e n t th e  l ik e s  of w hich 
we w ill p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  s e e  a g a in .

I a lw ay s  had  a  t h r i l l  of a n tic ip a tio n  when m y 
t r a v e l s  to o k  m e to  h is  m a g n if ic e n t s a n c tu a ry . 
F o r  I w as s u re  to s e e  u p w a rd s  o f th i r ty  s p e c ie s  
of b ird s  f ro m  p a s s e r in e s  (s o n g b ird s )  to r a p to r s .  
D epending  on the  s e a s o n  and  w e a th e r  a c a s t  of 
h u n d re d s  w as a lw ay s  to  be en jo y ed . And i f  one 
w as lu ck y  the m an  on the  t r a c to r ,  s e e in g  a d i s ­
c ip le  f ro m  h is  w h ite  fa rm h o u s e  on the h ill  
w ould  co m e dow n to  do th a t w hich has a lm o s t 
gone the  the  w ay of e x tin c tio n ; he w ould  com e 
dow n to  p a ss  the  tim e  of d ay . I c an  r e c a l l  m an y  
t im e s  w hen I found m y s e lf  t r a n s p o r te d  out of 
the d a ily  s t r e s s /p e r f o r m a n c e  c y c le , hav ing  a 
c o n v e r s a t io n  th a t w as the u ltim a te  in e n te r t a in ­
m e n t and  r e la x a t io n .  F o r  K ew pie had th a t a u ra  
of one who w as a t p eace  w ith h im s e lf , and  though 
m o re  o ften  th an  no t ou r su b je c t w as c e n te re d  
on th o se  who w ere  le s s  in c lin e d  to  s e e  the  
p a ra d is e  f a c to r  in life  on th is  e a r th ,  he had  the 
g e n tle  co n fid en ce  of one who s e e s  p a s t  a l l  ou r 
e a r th ly  f o ib le s .

K ew pie is  g o n e . He is  w ild  and  f r e e .  N e v e r 
a g a in  w ill I s e e  the t r a c to r  w ith  the dog in 
sco o p  and  the  jo v ia l  " m a y o r"  of B ro w n sm e a d  
d r iv in g . T h a t is  no t w h e re  I w ill fin d  K ew pie.
I w ill fin d  h im  in  a  s c u d - to r n  au tu m n  sky  f i l le d  
w ith  the  u rg e n t c r i e s  of h is  b r o th e r s  and  s i s t e r s .
I w ill fin d  h im  in  the  w inded  t r e e s  of a s p r in g  
g la d e , b o rn  on the  c a th a r t i c  edge of w ild n e ss .
He w ill a lw ay s  be an  in t r e g a l  p a r t  of th a t  w hich  
he lo v ed  and  h e lp e d . T h a t w hich  h as  now tak en  
h is  s p i r i t .

H ow ard  B ru n e r  l iv e s  in  A s to r ia .  L ike K ew pie 
Z iak  he h as  fough t long an d  c o u ra g e o u s ly  to 
p r e s e r v e  w ild life  and  the n a tu r a l  e n v iro n m e n t.

I w ish  to  add  a  few  w o rd s  of m y ow n. I knew  
who K ew pie Z iak  w as long b e fo re  I m e t h im , 
an d  fo r the p a s t five  y e a r s  I saw  h im  once o r 
tw ice  a w eek, u s u a lly  in a  co ffee  p la ce  w h e re  he 
ta lk e d  to e v e ry b o d y  and  g e n ia l ly  r e p a r te e d  w ith  
the  h e lp  (he o ften  b ro u g h t f lo w e rs  fo r the w a it­
r e s s e s ) .  He t r e a te d  e v e ry o n e  the  s a m e , f r ie n d  
and  fo e , s t r a n g e r  an d  k i n — s t r a ig h t  in the eye 
and  n e v e r  m in c in g  h is  w o rd s  o r  p a s s io n , though 
he te m p e re d  h is  p ro fu n d ity  w ith fe llo w sh ip  and 
h u m o r .

He w as a  r a r e  an d  s in g u la r  m a n . He w as 
in s p ir in g ly  e lo q u e n t w ith  a good h u m o re d  l i l t  
to h is  b a s s o  v o ic e . He cou ld  be s c a th in g  o r as 
o r a to r i c a l  a s  a R o m an  s e n a to r .  He w as a m an  
of the  w oods who w as le g e n d a ry  fo r  h is  c o u ra g e  
and  p ro te c t io n  of w ild life . He though t in te r m s  
of c e n tu r ie s ,  e x p r e s s e d  th ro u g h  the  c y c le s  of 
h is  b e lo v ed  f o r e s t .  I sh o u ld  lik e  to  th ink  th a t 
h is  le g a c y  w ill be a s  la s t in g .

S o m eth in g  he s a id  to  S tuds T e r k e l ,  q u o ted  in 
" A m e r ic a n  D re a m s  L o s t and  F o u n d "  (1980) 
m ig h t ju s t  be h is  own m e ta p h o r :  " B e fo re  I d ie , 
I 'd  lik e  to  h e a r  the  how l of t im b e r  w o lves th a t 
u se d  to e x is t  h e r e  in  o u r w oods."

H is how l is  g r e a t ly  m is s e d .
— M IC H A E L  PA U L M cCU SK ER


