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F R O M  P A G E  9

s u p p o r te d  r ig h tw in g  d ic ta to r s h ip s  in  G u a tam a la , 
E l S a lv a d o r an d  e ls e w h e re ! ) .  L ack  of a re l ia b le  
s o u rc e  of o il fo r  the A xis p o w ers  w as i n s t r u ­
m e n ta l  in  th e i r  d e fe a t in  1945.

It w as in  the im m e d ia te  a f te rm a th  of W orld 
W ar II th a t  the M iddle E a s t  b e ca m e  the m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  s o u rc e  of g lo b a l o il and the U. S. 
s u p e rc e d e d  B r i ta in  a s  the m o s t d o m in an t pow er 
in  the  re g io n . The o il in d u s try  boom ed . G a so ­
lin e  s ta t io n s  and  a u to m o b ile -d e p e n d e n t su b u rb ia  
to o k  o v e r  v a s t  a r e a s  of the U .S . la n d sc a p e , 
s p re a d in g  out ra p id ly  f ro m  i ts  s o u th e rn  C a l if ­
o rn ia  b ir th p la c e .  The la s t  w ild e rn e s s  a r e a s  in 
E u ro p e , n o r th e r n  S can d in av ia  and  s o u th e rn  
I ta ly , w e re  lin k ed  by paved  ro a d s  to  the b u rg e o n ­
ing c a r  c u l tu re .  C itie s  in the dev elo p in g  w o rld , 
su c h  as  M exico  C ity  an d  C a iro , fo llow ed  the 
le a d  of Los A n g e les  in  b eco m in g  a lm o s t  c o m ­
p le te ly  a u to m o b ile -d e p e n d e n t. The p e tro c h e m ­
ic a l  in d u s try  ex p lo d ed , fa sh io n in g  e v e ry th in g  
f ro m  a g r ic u l tu r a l  f e r t i l i z e r s  to  ro c k  'n  ro l l  
" p la t t e r s "  f ro m  o il. P la s t i c s ,  b a s ic a l ly  ch ew ed- 
up o il, p r o l i f e r a te d .  .

E x p lo d in g  p ro f its  w e re  an in d u c em en t fo r 
g r e a te r  c o o p e ra tio n  and  c e n tr a l iz a t io n  in  M id­
d le  E a s t  o il  e x p lo ita tio n . A bandoning the tu rf  
d iv is io n s  w hich  had  b een  e s ta b l is h e d  by the 
" r e d  lin e  " a g r e e m e n t ,  S ta n d a rd  O il of N J (Exxon) 
an d  S ta n d a rd  O il of New Y ork  (M obil) jo in ed  
S ta n d a rd  O il of C a l ifo rn ia  (C h ev ro n ) and the 
T ex as  O il C om pany  (T ex aco ) in th e ir  Saudi 
A ra b ia n  jo in t  v e n tu re , A ra m c o . The B r i t is h  
in d u ced  the S o v ie ts  to w ith d ra w  f ro m  I ra n  and 
pu t the S h a h 's  so n  on the  th ro n e  — who n a tu ra lly  
g ra n te d  B r i t i s h  P e tro le u m  v e ry  fa v o ra b le  te rm s  
fo r  e x p lo ita tio n . In 1952, w hen the I ra n ia n  
n a t io n a l is t  M o ssad e q  w as e le c te d  p r im e  m in is ­
t e r  and  a tte m p te d  to  n a tio n a liz e  the o il f ie ld s , 
B r i t i s h  in te ll ig e n c e  a p p e a le d  to  the  U .S . 's  
new ly  fo rm e d  C e n t r a l  In te llig e n c e  A gency (CIA) 
to  h e lp  o rg a n iz e  a  coup  d 'e ta t  w hich  w ould  o u st 
M o ssad e q  and  a llo w  the  Shah to c o n so lid a te  
d ic ta to r ia l  p o w e r. T hen  CIA D ire c to r  A llen  
D u lle s  and th en  S e c r e ta r y  of S ta te  Jo h n  F o s te r  
D u lle s , h is  b r o th e r ,  w e re  s e n io r  m e m b e rs  of 
the  New Y ork law  f i r m  w hich r e p r e s e n te d  S ta n ­
d a rd  O il of N J . T he CIA o rg a n iz e d  the coup 
w ith the  B r i t i s h ,  an d  S ta n d a rd  O il of N J/E x x o n  
s u b se q u e n tly  jo in e d  B r i t i s h  P e tro le u m  in  the 
lu c ra t iv e  I r a n ia n  o il f ie ld s .
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The J a p a n e se  lau n ch ed  the A ra b ia n  O il C o m ­
pany of Jap a n  and  e s ta b l is h e d  the e m ir a te  of 
K uw ait a s  its  M iddle E a s t  m a in s ta y . P ip e lin e s  
lin k in g  o ilf ie ld s  w ith  ta n k e r  p o r ts  w e re  b u ilt .

In the  '50s and '6 0 s , h o w e v e r, a b a c k la sh  
co u ld  be fe l t .  In a d d itio n  to  r e s e n tm e n t  a g a in s t  
the  m o n a rc h ia l  e l i te s  who a llo w ed  w e s te rn  
c o rp o ra t io n s  to  e x p lo it o il on su ch  e a s y  t e r m s ,  
th e re  w as a lso  g ro w in g  r e s e n tm e n t  a g a in s t  the 
fa c t  th a t  in  1948 B r i ta in  h ad  f in a lly  b een  fo rc e d  
by the  U nited  N ations to  ced e  P a le s t in e  to  the 
J e w ish  Z io n is t s e t t l e r s  — o v e r the s tre n u o u s  
o b je c tio n s  of the A rab  an d  Is la m ic  n a tio n s . 
T h is  s i tu a tio n  led  to  w a r b e tw een  the new  Z io n ­
i s t  s ta te  of I s r a e l  and  its  A ra b  n e ig h b o rs  in 
1949, 1956, 1967 and 1973. T e r r i t o r i e s  o c cu p ie d  
by I s r a e l ,  ch ie f ly  in 1967, have s t i l l  no t b een  
c ed e d  today  d e sp ite  both  A rab  p r e s s u r e  and 
r e s i s ta n c e  f ro m  the A rab  P a le s t in ia n s  who 
in h a b it the o ccu p ied  t e r r i t o r i e s .  As m o re  and  
m o re  A rab  s ta te s  b e ca m e  l e s s  a cc o m o d a tin g  
to  w e s te rn  in te r e s t s  (ch ie fly  o il i n te r e s t s ) ,  the 
U nited  S ta te s  in c re a s in g ly  b o ls te r e d  I s r a e l 's  
fo rm id a b le  m il i ta r y  p ro w e ss  and  k ep t its  e c o n ­
om y a f lo a t w ith  a id , u n til I s r a e l  w as re c e iv in g  
m o re  m oney  f ro m  the U .S . than  any o th e r  
c o u n try  on E a r th .  In a  v ic io u s  c y c le , th is  
m e re ly  fu e le d  A rab  h o s t i l i ty .

P r o -W e s t  A ra b  m o n a rc h ie s  s ta r t e d  to f a l l  in  
m i l i t a r y  coups d 'e t a t  to n a t io n a l is t  s tro n g m e n , 
su ch  a s  E g y p t 's  N a s s e r  an d  L ib y a 's  Q ad d afi. 
T hey  had  le a rn e d  f ro m  the n e g a tiv e  ex am p le  of 
I r a n 's  M o ssad e q  th a t m i l i t a r y  m ig h t w as the 
key  to  being  ab le  to n a tio n a liz e  o il f ie ld s  w ith ­
ou t f e a r  of being  o u s ted  in  r e ta l ia t io n .  The coup 
w hich  o u s te d  I r a q 's  m o n a rc h y  c am e  in  1958, 
an d  the m il i ta r y  re g im e  n a tio n a liz e d  the I ra q  
P e tro le u m  C om pany  in  1972. By th en  S addam  
H u sse in  w as a ra p id ly  r i s in g  f ig u re  in  the 
r e g im e ,  w e ll on h is  way to  ach iev in g  u n d isp u te d  
p o w er by k illin g  off h is  r iv a ls  in  s u s p ic io u s ly  
m y s te r io u s  a i r  a c c id e n ts  — o r  so  i t  is  w ide ly  
s p e c u la te d .

The v e ry  n ex t y e a r  c am e  the f i r s t  g lo b a l o il 
c ru n c h . The A ra b  o il  p ro d u c e rs  an n o u n ced  an 
e m b a rg o  of e x p o r ts  to  the U .S . in  r e ta l ia t io n  
fo r  U .S . m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  fo r  I s r a e l  in  the  197 3 
w a r . The o il  c o m p a n ie s  took  the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
ja c k  up p r ic e s ,  and long l in e s  fo rm e d  o u ts id e  
U .S . g a s  s ta t io n s  c o a s t  to  c o a s t .  T h is  w as the 
m o s t  d ra m a tic  d e v e lo p m en t in  a t re n d  w hich  
h ad  s ta r te d  in I960 w hen m any  of the A ra b  
s ta t e s  jo in e d  w ith I ra n  and  V en ezu e la  to  fo rm  
th e  O rg a n iz a tio n  of P e tro le u m  E x p o rtin g  C oun­
t r i e s  (O PE C ), to c o o p e ra te  in  c o n tro ll in g  g lo b a l 
s u p p lie s  and  p r ic e s  — g e n e ra l ly  in  w ays le s s  
fa v o ra b le  to the  w e s t. The U .S . e l i te s  s ta r t e d  
to  v iew  the A rab  n a tio n a lis t  r e g im e s  a s  a s e r ­
ious th r e a t .  R eg im es  su ch  a s  th a t  in  I r a q  w e re  
m oving  the p o lit ic a l  c e n te r  of g ra v ity  in  the 
M iddle E a s t ,  and  even  U. S .- s u p p o r te d  m o n a r ­
c h ie s  in  I ra n  and Saudi A ra b ia  w e re  no lo n g e r  
a s  c o m p lia n t a s  th ey  had  once b e e n .

The CIA w ent in to  a c tio n  a g a in s t  I ra q , e n l i s t ­
ing the  c o o p e ra tio n  of the Shah of I ra n  in  a r m ­
ing the in su rg e n c y  of the  K u rd s , a t r i b a l  people  
in I r a q 's  re m o te  n o r th e rn  d e s e r t  who h ad  b een  
o v e rlo o k e d  in the  p o s t-W o rld  W ar I c a r v e - u p  
and  w e re  fig h tin g  fo r  re g io n a l  au to n o m y . The 
n o tio n  th a t the U .S . had any  genu ine  c o n c e rn  
fo r  K u rd ish  au to n o m y  is  e a s i ly  d is p e lle d  by the 
fa c t  th a t b a re ly  a d ecad e  l a t e r ,  in  K u rd ish  t e r ­
r i t o r y  ju s t  a c r o s s  the  T u rk is h  b o rd e r ,  a K u rd ­
ish  re b e ll io n  would be b ru ta l ly  s u p p re s s e d  by a 
m i l i t a r y  re g im e  w hich re c e iv e d  m a s s iv e  U. S. 
s u p p o r t .  T he K urds w e re , a p p a re n tly , u se fu l in 
n a t io n a l is t  I ra q  bu t m e re ly  tro u b le s o m e  in  
U. S .- s u p p o r te d  T u rk e y .

F u r th e r m o r e ,  in  1975 the  Shah of I r a n , s e e k ­
ing to  s tre n g th e n  h is  p o s itio n  w ith in  O P E C ,

d e c id e d  to p a tch  th in g s  up w ith  I r a q ,  an d  the 
C IA  lo s t  I ra n  a s  an a rm s  co n d u it to  the  K u rd ish  
r e b e l s  — the I r a q i  re g im e  had  m ad e  s e ll in g  out 
th e  K u rd s  a p re c o n d itio n  fo r  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith 
I ra n  in  O PE C  ta lk s  in  th e i r  m u tu a l in t e r e s t .
T he CIA d ro p p ed  the K u rd s  a s  I r a q  u n le a sh e d  
a b loody o ffen s iv e  and  c ru s h e d  the in s u rg e n c y . 
S e v e ra l  th o u san d  K urds e sc a p e d  I r a q 's  b u tc h e ry  
by f le e in g  a c r o s s  the  b o rd e r  to I ra n  — only  to 
be fo rc ib ly  r e p a t r ia te d .  The U .S . re fu s e d  to 
a d m it so  m uch  a s  one K u rd ish  re fu g e e . The 
w o rld  h a rd ly  took  no te  of th is  sh a m e fu l e p iso d e , 
b u t then  U .S . N a tio n a l S e c u r ity  A d v iso r H en ry  
K is s in g e r  d id  a t one po in t re sp o n d  to c r i t i c i s m  
w ith  the c o m m e n t, " C o v e r t  a c tio n  sh o u ld  n o t be 
co n fu sed  w ith  m is s io n a r y  w o rk ."

The in c re a s in g ly  u n fa v o ra b le  b a lan c e  of pow er 
in  the M iddle E a s t  w as u sed  by the o il c o m p a n ­
ie s  a s  a ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  the  ra p e  of w ild e rn e s s  
a r e a s  in  A la sk a  and  on the W est C o a s t fo r  o il 
d e v e lo p m en t and fo r  the  m a s s iv e  e x p an s io n  of 
the  n u c le a r  pow er in d u s try  in  the '7 0 s . F o r tu ­
n a te ly , h o w ev er, o th e r  fo rc e s  in  the  U .S . w e re  
fin d in g  m o re  r e a l i s t i c  r e s p o n s e s  to  the c r i s i s
_ su ch  a s  e n e rg y  c o n s e rv a tio n  and  d ev e lo p m en t
of re n e w a b le  e n e rg y  s o u rc e s  and  a l te rn a t iv e  
f u e ls .  By the la te  '7 0 s , e n e rg y  d em an d  h ad  
c e a s e d  g ro w in g  in  the  U .S ., c o n tra d ic t in g  p r e ­
d ic tio n s  such  as  th a t  of the  F o rd  F o u n d a tio n  in 
1974 th a t  e n e rg y  d em an d  w ould only co n tin u e  to  
be p r e s e n t  in an e v e r - in c r e a s in g  r a t e .  In 1975 
C o n g re s s  p a s s e d  the E n e rg y  P o licy  and  C o n s e r ­
v a tio n  A ct w hich m a n d a ted  both au to m o b ile  fu e l 
e f f ic ie n c y  s ta n d a rd s  and  the c r e a t io n  of the  
F e d e r a l  S tra te g ic  P e tro le u m  R e s e rv e ,  and 
u n d e rg ro u n d  e m e rg e n c y  o il s to re h o u s e  d e s ig n e d  
to  c u sh io n  the  U .S . f ro m  the  im p a c t of any  
fu tu re  e m b a rg o e s .  In 1977, P r e s id e n t  J im m y  
C a r t e r  e s ta b l is h e d  the F e d e ra l  S o la r  E n e rg y  
R e s e a r c h  In s t i tu te .

N o n e th e le s s , U .S . r e l ia n c e  on M iddle E a s t  
o il  re m a in e d  o v e rw h e lm in g . The p r in c ip le  U .S . 
s o u r c e s  now th a t the IP C  had  b een  tak en  o v e r 
by I r a q  w e re  A ra m c o  in  S aud i A ra b ia  and  the 
Shah of I r a n 's  d ic ta to r s h ip  — w hich  w as hav ing  
to  r e s o r t  to  e v e r  m o re  b ru ta l  m e th o d s  to  m a in ­
ta in  i ts  g r ip  on p ow er in  the  fa c e  of g ro w in g  
u n r e s t .

T he n a t io n a l is t  r e g im e s  in  the A ra b  w o rld  
w e re  b a s ic a l ly  m o d e le d  a f te r  th a t  of N a s s e r 's  
E g y p t, the  f i r s t  — s e c u la r ,  s o c ia l i s t ,  s u p p o rte d  
by S o v ie t m i l i t a r y  and  eco n o m ic  a id  (desp ite  the 
fa c t  th a t  th e se  r e g im e s  f re q u e n tly  p e r s e c u te d  
th e i r  own C o m m u n is ts ) . T h is  A ra b  n a t io n a l is t  
c a m p  w as no t m o n o lith ic  — it w as, and  is ,  
d iv id ed  by b i t te r  r i v a l r i e s  su ch  a s  th a t  b e tw een  
I r a q 's  H u ss e in  and  S y r ia 's  A ssa d , who le a d  
o p p o sin g  fa c tio n s  in  the  A rab  n a t io n a l i s t / s o c ia l -  
i s t  B aa th  P a r ty .  H o w ev er, in  1979 the Shah of 
I r a n  f e l l  to  a re v o lu tio n  w hich  b ro u g h t a new  
k in d  of n a t io n a l is t  re g im e  to p ow er — the  fu n d a ­
m e n ta l i s t  I s la m ic  th e o c ra c y  of A y a to llah  K ho­
m e in i ,  eq u a lly  h o s t i le  to  both  the  U .S . an d  the 
U .S .S . R . The U .S . lo s t  y e t a n o th e r  M iddle 
E a s t  o il m a in s ta y , p ro m p tin g  a sec o n d  p e t r o ­
le u m  sq u ee z e  a lm o s t  as  s e v e re  as  the one of 
1 9 7 3 -7 4 . P ro -K h o m e in i s tu d e n ts  s e iz e d  h o s ­
ta g e s  a t the U .S . e m b a s s y  in  I ra n  to  p r e s s  
th e i r  d em an d s  fo r  the  life  of the o u s te d  Shah . 
P ro -K h o m e in i g u e r r i l l a s  b r ie f ly  s e iz e d  the 
G re a t  M osque in the Is la m ic  ho ly  c ity  of M ecca  
in  S audi A ra b ia , in  an  e f fo r t  to lau n ch  a  sec o n d  
fu n d a m e n ta l is t  re v o lu tio n  in th a t c o u n try  (they 
w e re  s h o r t ly  d is lo d g e d  by Saudi f o r c e s ) .  S k il l­
fu l m e d ia  m a n ip u la tio n  of the  h o s ta g e  c r i s i s  
c r e a te d  a w ave of j in g o is m  and  xen o p h o b ia  in 
the  U .S . w hich  sw ep t R onald  R eag an  to the
p re s id e n c y  in the 1980 e le c t io n s .  P r e s id e n t  
R eag an  q u ick ly  r e v e r s e d  the p r o g r e s s  to w a rd  
c o n s e rv a tio n  and  e n e rg y  e ff ic ie n c y . Yuppie 
e x tra v a g a n c e  and  r e s u r g e n t  m i l i t a r i s m  b ecam e  
the  o r d e r  of the d ay .

It w as a ls o  in  1980 th a t I r a q 's  a rm y  in v ad ed  
I r a n , sp a rk in g  a  w a r w hich w ould l a s t  e ig h t 
y e a r s  and  c o s to v e r  one m illio n  l iv e s .  P o r t r a y ­
ing h im s e lf  a s  the d e fe n d e r  of A ra b  n a tio n a lis m  
f ro m  the  th r e a t  p o sed  by I r a n 's  b ra n d  of I s la m ic  
th e o c ra c y , I r a q 's  H u sse in  su c c e e d e d  in  s e c u r ­
ing funding fo r h is  w ar e f fo r t  f ro m  the o i l - r i c h  
P e r s ia n  G ulf m in is ta te s  — e s p e c ia l ly  K uw ait, 
w h ich  w as aw ash  in  J a p a n e se  y en . I r a q  p u r ­
c h a s e d  a r m s  f ro m  the U .S .S . R . and  F r a n c e ,  
w h ile  I ra n  r e l ie d  on the m a s s iv e  m i l i t a r y  w hich  
h ad  been  b u ilt up by the U .S . u n d e r the Shah.


