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T h e  o l iv e  t r e e s  on  th e  P i l io n  P e n i n s u l a  in  
c e n t r a l  G r e e c e  a r e  8 0 0  y e a r s  o ld . T h e y  h a v e  
n o u r i s h e d  g e n e r a t i o n s  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e x p o r t e d  
to  th e  N ew  W o rld  a n d  A s ia .  H e r d s  o f s h e e p  
h a v e  g r a z e d  in  t h e i r  s h a d e ,  b e e h iv e s  h a v e  
a lw a y s  b e e n  n e a r b y ,  a n d  f a r m e r s  c u l t iv a t e d  
h a r d - k e r n e l  w h e a t  in  th e  b u r r o w s  p le a t in g  th e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  T h e  t r e e s  n e e d e d  c o n t in u a l  p r u n ­
in g ,  p r o v id in g  h e a t  f o r  w in t e r  a n d  c o o k in g .

P e o p le  l iv e d  in  h a r m o n y  w ith  n a t u r e .  B i r d s  
h a d  t h e i r  n e s t s  in  th e  t r e e s  a n d  m a d e  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  m a r a u d in g  i n s e c t s  d id  n o t  ta k e  o v e r  th e  
h a r v e s t .

R e c e n t ly  t h in g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d .  C h e m ic a l  
f i r m s  l ik e  H o e c h s t  a n d  B a y e r  — g r e e d y  fo r  
p r o f i t s  — i n s t i g a t e d  a  w a r  b e tw e e n  th e  v u l n e r ­
a b le  f a r m e r  a n d  h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e y  w a r n e d  
h im  of a  d e s t r u c t i v e  i n s e c t  p o p u la t io n  b e n t on 
th e  a n n ih i l a t io n  o f th e  o l iv e  c r o p .  B y  p e r s u a d ­
in g  th e  f a r m e r  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  th e  c h e m i c a l  g ia n ts  
w e r e  a b le  to  s e l l  to n s  o f  i n s e c t i c i d e  t h a t  th e y  
w e r e  f o r b id d e n  to  s e l l  in  t h e i r  ow n c o u n t r i e s .  
T o d a y  th e  c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  th e  h ig h e s t  
p r o f i t s .  T o n s  o f c a r c in o g e n i c  p o i s o n s  a r e  
s p r a y e d  in to  th e  o l iv e  o r c h a r d s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  
w ith  e a c h  n e w  h a r v e s t .  E a c h  o l iv e  t a s t e s  of 
b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  n e a r b y  w e l lw a te r  is  c o n ta m in ­
a t e d .  In E u r o p e  s o m e  m a j o r  s u p e r m a r k e t s  a r e  
b o y c o t t in g  G r e e k  o l iv e s  a n d  o l iv e  o i l .

B i r d s ,  w h ic h  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  e f f e c t iv e  in  
h o ld in g  th e  o l iv e  i n s e c t s  a t  b a y , a r e  d y in g  o ff . 
T h e  i n s e c t s  a r e  w in n in g  th e  b a t t l e .  T h e y  a r e  
g r o w in g  m o r e  r e s i s t a n t  to  th e  c h e m i c a l s ,  a n d  
a r e  m u l t ip ly in g .

T h e  c h e m i c a l  g ia n t s  h a v e  a l s o  w o n , a n d  th e  
s p r a y i n g  o f  e v e r - m o r e  d e a d ly  p o is o n s  c o n t in u e s  . 
A n  a r m y  o f u n s c r u p u l o u s  p e s t i c id e  e m p lo y e e s  
h a s  d e s c e n d e d  w ith  h e l i c o p t e r s  a n d  a i r p l a n e s  
o n  th e  o l iv e  t r e e s .  B u t a l s o  on  h o u s e s ,  w h e r e  
w a t e r  is  g a t h e r e d  f o r  c i s t e r n s  f r o m  r o o v e s ,  on  
c a r e f u l l y  c u l t i v a t e d  i n s e c t i c i d e - f r e e  v e g e ta b le  
g a r d e n s ,  on  c h i l d r e n  a t  p la y ,  on c a m p g r o u n d s  
a n d  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  h o t e l  t e r r a c e s .  T o u r i s t s  
l e a v e .  E l d e r l y  p e o p le  a r e  o v e r c o m e  w ith  c o u g h ­
in g  a t t a c k s .  C h i l d r e n  s u f f e r  i r r i t a t i n g  r a s h e s ,  
a n d  p e o p le  of a l l  a g e s  a r e  s i c k  w ith  r e s p i r a t o r y  
p r o b le m s  a n d  n a u s e a .

In m a n y  v i l l a g e s  w h e r e  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  
w a t e r  w a s  s o  s u p e r i o r  t h a t  th e  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  
n a m e d  a f t e r  t h i s  g o o d  w a t e r ,  p e o p le  r e s o r t  to  
b u y in g  b o t t l e d  w a t e r  in  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s .

I a m  d e s c r i b i n g  a  c a t a s t r o p h e .  F o r e i g n  c h e m ­
i c a l  c o m p a n ie s  a r e  b o m b a r d in g  G r e e c e  w ith  
g r e a t e r  d e s t r u c t i o n  th a n  f iv e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f 
T u r k i s h  o c c u p a t io n .  T h is  p o is o n  w i l l  r e m a i n  in  
th e  a i r ,  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r .  Y e a r  by y e a r ,  m o r e  of 
G r e e c e  w i l l  b e  c o n ta m in a t e d .  F u t u r e  g e n e r ­
a t i o n s  w i l l  c u r s e  t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  w ho  h a v e  
d o n e  n o th in g  to  s to p  t h i s  e c o c i d e .

G a i l  J a c o b s o n  h a s  l iv e d  in  G r e e c e  s in c e  
r e t i r i n g  f r o m  te a c h in g  in  1968 . S he a n d  h e r  
h u s b a n d  a r e  c o - f o u n d e r s  o f  " A q u a p e a c e " .
S h e  r e c e n t l y  s p e n t  a  s u m m e r  l iv in g  in  a  h o u s e  
on  N e a h  K h a  N ie  M o u n ta in  w h ile  r e c o v e r i n g  
f r o m  p e s t i c i d e  p o is o n in g .
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'( 'im iiin Q y  constructed . tout liina. ,i ih I odd lv  m oral I lie 
novel is as in te lligent as it is outrageous '

David A. Holloway 
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"A m arvelous read. I n iiq iia lilie d lv  recom m end it I c o l l id i l i  
put it down. The novel is w onderfu lly  w ritte n  "

Wall ( in  lis
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" \n  e x lr t iu e lv  th o n i’hl p rovokina  hook . I wondered il I 
should at cept the voit e ol th is  novel as p ro p in ile  01 the 
v o itc  o l doom

Marsha Weber
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Dark illinm nations. e t|iia lo n a l s ln lts  ol m o ra litv  seethe in 
th is  novel
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