THE NORTH COAST TIMES EAGLE, MAY 1990

wzr&s""’"""‘ y
111tk

': "‘:"u"a,;
B iR iy e
N L 7 4

5 LAy
it 2 5

y 1} NS

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JIM STOFFER

TIANANMEN DIARY

May 17, 1989, Beijing, China

It was 3:00 a.m. before the traffic on Chang-
'an Avenue returned to normal. Allowing what
little traffic there was at this hour to pass
easily. During the night ambulances kept up
their pace back and forth between the Square
and various city hospitals, keeping me awake
with their sirens,

By 5:00 a. m. the multitudes had begun to
arrive, By 7:00 the Square was jammed. What
was about to happen was what the government
had hoped would not materialize, Today the
waves of students were to be equalled by waves
of workers marching in protest of the govern-
ment and in support of the striking students,
now in their fifth day without food.

From all areas of Beijing labor and student
groups gathered with signs and flags and mar-
ched to Tiananmen Square, pouring onto
Chang'an Avenue for their final kilometer

walk past the Beijing Hotel and into Tiananmen ;

Square, to stand in front of the Great Hall of
The People.

Getting an official count of the numbers was
unlikely, but the figures that people were agree-
ing to were upwards of a million protestors.

Gorbachev was scheduled to complete the
Beijing leg of his summit and fly to Shanghai
at noon. The concern that kept surfacing was
that with his departure would the government
change their position and attempt to disperse
the protest?

FROM PAGE THREE

As 1 joined the protest for more photographs
I was engaged, as I had been each day, during
every free moment by groups and individuals
asking where I was from and how did I feel
about the protest? The students especially were
concerned about the way the protest was being
perceived in the United States and the rest of
the world. They were looking for some reas-
surance from me that their protest had world
support. I assured them that I supported their
cause and that the free world did as well. 1
conjectured that the communist countries also
supported them.

At 1700 I left the Beijing Hotel to fly to
Shanghai. Taking a cab was out of the question,
Walking was my only alternative, As I walked
along the route to the airport I passed numer-
ous groups of marchers winding their way to
Tiananamen Square,

When [ arrived at Beijing Airport crowds of
media people and mountains of equipment were
ready to fly to Shanghai in pursuit of Gorba-
chev. I was perhaps the only photographer
flying to Shanghai to photograph the student
demonstrations there,

I checked into the Peace Hotel on the Shang-
hai Bund just before midnight.

May 18, 1989, Shanghai, China

7:00 a.m.
Protest groups have formed and are march-

ing along the Bund and up Nanjing Lu, Shang-
hai's golden mile of commerce, halting bus
traffic.

12 Noon

From my room at the Peace Hotel, six stor-
ies above the street, the scene resembles that
of Beijing. Traffic is at a complete standstill
on both the Bund and Nanjing Lu, Shanghai's
two most important thoroughfares. Groups of
protestors representing different schools and
labor groups are marching toward the Shang -
hai Municipal Building where a hundred or
more students are holding a hunger strike,

Unlike Beijing, the police and army have
moved in to form a line blocking general
access to the striking students and only those
involved in the marching groups are allowed
through.

15:45

This afternoon is unprecedented! The Bund
is blocked as far as the eye can see beyond the
canal bridge in one direction and several
blocks past the Municipal Building in the other,
Nanjing Lu is solid, cheering masses of people.
Police are seen joining hands with students to
help form corridors for groups of marchers to
come through.

16:15
Now Nanjing Lu is lined with electric buses,
which have given up any attempt to operate and
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