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RECRUITING

TOMORROW’S DEAD
. . • t, > p ,’-s • . . r i-, * , | j !•/ :. . ■ . 9; 17. ’?'>•’» * ‘ ". " ' * • ' ! MOP'* T ‘ 1 I ’ * ' 1' ■' A ' • •

(C o n ch is :)  1
. . . .  B ec a u se  th e se  ev en ts  cou ld  have tak en  p la ce  only  in  a w o rld  w h ere  a  m an  c o n s id e rs  h im s e lf  

s u p e r io r  to  w om an. In w hat the A m e ric a n s  c a l l  a  'm a n 's  w o r ld . ' T hat is ,  a w o rld  g o v e rn e d  by b ru te  
fo rc e , h u m o r le s s  a r ro g a n c e ,  i l lu s o ry  p re s t ig e  and  p r im e v a l  s tu p id ity . M en love w ar b e c a u se  it a llo w s 
th em  to  look  s e r io u s .  B ec a u se  it is  the  one th ing  th a t s to p s  w om en laugh ing  a t th e m . In i t  th ey  can  
re d u c e  w om en to the  s ta tu s  of o b je c ts . T hat is  the g r e a t  d is t in c tio n  b e tw een  the  s e x e s .  M en se e  
o b je c ts ,  w om en se e  the r e la t io n s h ip  be tw een  o b je c ts . W hether the o b je c ts  n eed  each  o th e r , love each  
o th e r ,  m a tc h  e ac h  o th e r . It is an e x tr a  d im e n s io n  of fee lin g  th a t we m en  a re  w ithou t and  one th a t 
m a k e s  w ar a b h o r re n t  to a ll  r e a l  w om en — and a b su rd . I w ill te l l  you w hat w ar i s .  W ar is a p sy c h o s is  
c a u se d  by an in a b ility  to  se e  r e la t io n s h ip s .  O ur r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  o u r fe llow  m en . O ur re la t io n s h ip  
w ith o u r eco n o m ic  and h is to r ic a l  s i tu a tio n . And above a l l  o u r re la t io n s h ip  to  n o th in g n e ss , to  d e a th ."

— John  F o w le s , "T he M agus"

The m o s t s h a m e le s s ly  ex p lo ite d  m in o r ity  in 
A m e r ic a n  s o c ie ty  is  i ts  w a r d ead . They d ied  
h o r r ib ly  and  m o s t of th em  u n w illin g ly , bu t they  
a r e  n o t le ft to  r e s t  in p e a c e . T h e ir  m old ing  
c o rp s e s  an d  p a r ts  of c o rp s e s  a r e  e lo q u en tly  
ex h u m ed  a s  s p e a rh e a d s  fo r  the n ex t w a r , th e i r  
d e a th s  e x to lle d  to  r e c r u i t  new  a r m ie s .

A lan g u ag e  of l ie s  d e v e lo p s . The dead  a lw ays 
d ied  fo r  th e i r  c o u n try , a lw ay s  h e ro ic a l ly  and 
nob ly , and  a l l  of th em  w illin g ly  m ad e  w hat is  
know n a s  the f in a l s a c r i f i c e .  None ra p e d , p i l ­
la g ed  o r  b u rn e d  o r c o m m itte d  o th e r  th an  s a n c ­
tio n e d  m u rd e r  o r  t e r r o r i s m .  None d ied  b e c a u se  
of s im p le  bad lu ck  o r  f ro m  th e i r  own s tu p id ity  
o r  th a t of th e i r  c o m m a n d e rs  o r fro m  c a llo u s  o r  
a s in in e  b a ttle  s t r a te g i e s .  None d ied  fro m  a c c i ­
d e n ta l sh e ll in g  o r  bom bing  by th e i r  own s id e . 
A ll of th em  w e re  k ille d  fa c in g  the  en em y , not 
ru n n in g  aw ay . T h e ir  d e a th s  a r e  c e le b ra te d  as  
ju s t i f ic a t io n s  fo r  the w a rs  th a t k ille d  th em .

N ations a r e  h au n ted  by th e i r  w a r d ead . M on­
u m e n ts  and  m e m o r ia ls  a r e  b u ilt in e v e ry  c ity  
and  so m e w h e re  n e a r  the  c e n te r  of e v e ry  tow n. 
The w ar dead  a s s u m e  a p u r ity  in d e a th  m o s t of 
th e m  would have  found d iff ic u lt  to  a tta in  in life . 
The o ff ic ia l p ie ty  is  th a t  the c u l tu ra l  lifeb lo o d  
is  s u s ta in e d  by th e i r  d e a th s  in s te a d  of d ra in e d , 
and  only  by s a c r i f ic in g  th e m s e lv e s  in the sa m e  
m a n n e r  w ill the  liv in g  g a in  a s im i la r  h is to r ic a l  
le g it im a c y . S e rv ic e  to  the  s ta te  is  a lw ay s a 
p o s s ib il i ty  to  the  young, and  d e a th  in i ts  s e r v ic e  
is  p re s e n te d  a s  e i th e r  an  id e a l o r  an u n av o id ab le  
n e c e s s i ty .  F a m il ie s  of the  dead  who sh o u ld  p r o ­
t e s t  the s la u g h te r  of th e i r  young a r e  in s te a d  
w illin g  a c c o m p lic e s  in the  d em an d  th a t w a r fa re  
is  the only a c c e p ta b le  re s p o n s e  to  an u n ru ly  
w o rld . T hose who r e s i s t  th a t sp e c io u s  r e a s o n ­
ing  a r e  c o m p a re d  to  the  d ead  a s  c o w ard s  and 
t r a i t o r s  im p lic it ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e i r  d e a th s . 
"W ar would end if the  d ead  cou ld  r e tu r n ,"  S ta n ­
le y  B aldw in  s a id . B ut the iro n y  of th e i r  d e a th s  
a s  c o e rc io n  fo r  o th e r s  to  m u rd e r  and  die is lo s t 
in  the th u n d e r of v o ic e s  c a llin g  fo r  v en g ean ce  
an d  r ig h te o u s  w a r.

W ar s u rv iv io r s  a r e  u sed  a s  sh a b b ily  a s  the 
d e a d . T hey a r e  c o n ta in e d  w ith in  g o v e rn m e n t 
s p o n s o re d  v e te ra n s  ' o rg a n iz a t io n s  th a t r u b b e r -

s ta m p  th e i r  a p p ro v a l on e v e ry th in g  m i l i t a r y .  
T hey a r e  g iven  p a ra d e s  and  em p ty  h o n o rs . The 
h o r r o r  of th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  is  sh ie ld e d  fro m  
p u b lic  v iew , y e t they  a r e  u n d en iab ly  r e p r e s e n t ­
a tiv e s  of the  d a rk  s id e  of h u m an ity  th a t c iv i l i ­
z a tio n  a t te m p ts  to  d i s r e g a r d  o r  a b s t r a c t  even  
w hile  p e rp e tu a tin g  it th ro u g h  th e m . W ar is 
b lood , c a rn a g e  and  d e a th , w hich is so  obvious 
a  fa c t  we o ften  ig n o re  i t  in  o u r p re o c c u p a tio n  
w ith s t r a te g i e s ,  w eapons and  the m a c h in e s  of 
w a r .

A JO U R N A L OF ART AND OPINION 
PU B LISH ED  M ONTHLY IN ASTORIA, 
OREGON, 955 24TH  S T R E E T  97103. 
M IC H A E L PA U L M cCU SK ER, ED ITO R 
AND PU B L ISH E R .

E ach  g e n e ra tio n  s e e m s  to th in k  i t  sh o u ld  no t 
be outdone by its  p r e d e c e s s o r s . It m u s t  le av e  i ts  
b loody  m a rk  on h is to r y  no m a t te r  how  a b s u rd  o r 
p o in t le s s .  E v e ry  g e n e ra tio n  h a s  b een  in c ap a b le  
o r  u n w illin g  to  a r r e s t  the p a t te rn  of t e r r o r  and  
s u f fe r in g  e ac h  in f l ic ts  on i t s e l f ,  an d  o u r own 
r i s k s  w o rld  h o lo c a u s t b e c a u se  of a  c o m p u ls iv e  
in s is te n c e  th a t o u r  t im e , w hich is  n o te w o rth y  
on ly  b e c a u se  we liv e  in i t ,  be no le s s  d ra m a tic  
th a n  the h is to r ie s  we im i ta te .

A lb e r t  S c h w e itz e r  w a rn ed  in  1924 th a t the  
" su ic id e  of c iv i l iz a t io n "  w as in  p r o g r e s s  b e c a u se  
h u m a n ity  had  lo s t  " the  c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a t  e v e ry  
m an  is  an  o b je c t of c o n c e rn  b e c a u se  he is  M an, 
an d  p re d ic te d  th a t " the  ad v an ce  of fu lly  d ev e lo p  
ed  in h u m a n ity "  w as only a  m a t te r  o f t im e . "We 
have ta lk e d  fo r  d e c a d e s  w ith e v e r  in c re a s in g  
l ig h tm in d e d n e s s  about w ar and  c o n q u e s t a s  if 
th e se  w e re  m e re ly  o p e ra tio n s  on a c h e s s  b o a rd ,"  
he w ro te , a sk in g  how e ls e  th a t  m ig h t be p o ss ib le  
th a n  "as  a r e s u l t  of a  tone of m in d  w hich no 
lo n g e r  p ic tu re d  to  i t s e l f  the  fa te  of in d iv id u a ls , 
bu t though t of th e m  only  a s  f ig u re s  o r  o b je c ts  
b e lo n g in g  to  the  m a te r ia l  w o rld . "

H alf a c e n tu ry  l a te r  p h ilo so p h e r D onald  W ells 
o ffe re d  a n o th e r  e x p la n a tio n . The p ro b le m  of 
w a r  and c o n q u es t an d  the d im in ish e d  value of 
h u m an  life  w as not due to  a vague tone of m ind  
bu t the  d em an d  of g o v e rn m e n ta l a u tn o r i ty  o v e r 
i ts  c i t iz e n s .  W ells w ro te : "If it  is  p re s u m e d  a t 
the  o u ts e t th a t the life  of the s ta te  t r a n s c e n d s  
th a t of the in d iv id u a l in  v a lu e , in d eed , th a t the 
s ta te  is m o re  im p o r ta n t th an  a ll  the  c i t iz e n s ,  
th en  the fa c t of hum an  d e a th , on even  a  c o sm ic  
s c a le ,  w ill p rove  i r r e le v a n t  as an  a rg u m e n t 
a g a in s t  w a r ."

Inhum an ity  is e x c lu s iv e ly  h um an . H is to ry  
s e ld o m  m en tio n s  c o m p a ss io n  o r " the  c o n s c io u s - 
n e s s  of e v e ry  (hum an be in g ) as  an o b je c t of 
c o n c e rn "  a s  v ita l in g re d ie n ts  to the s t ru c tu r in g  
of c iv i l iz a t io n . H u m a n ity 's  h is to ry  is  of w a rs . 
The m o s t f ie r c e  and  a c q u is it iv e  sw eep  aw ay 
the  g en tle  and  le a s t  a v a r ic io u s .  It w as th a t way 
w hen o u r h a iry  a n c e s to r s  ja m m e d  po in ted  
s t ic k s  in to  each  o th e r ;  it is  th a t  w ay now when 
w eapons of o u r in d u s try  a r e  ab le  to  re d u c e  
c o n tin e n ts  to a sh e s  in m in u te s . The only  r e a l


