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W IL L IA M  G R O P P E R , " R O T  F R O N T "  (T H E  N E W  M A S S E S , 1933)

LETTERS
FREEDOM’S UNKNOW NS

T O  T H E  E D IT O R :
N e ls o n  M a n d e la  w a s  r e l e a s e d  r e c e n t l y  a f t e r  

t w e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  o f p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  h is  
b e l i e f s .  W ith  lu c k  he m a y  be a b le  to  l e a d  th e  
U n io n  o f S o u th  A f r i c a  in to  th e  c o m m u n i ty  o f 
c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s .

In r e c e n t  w e e k s  w o r ld  m e d ia  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s  
h a v e  c e l e b r a t e d  V a c la v  H a v e l ,  p l a y w r ig h t  a n d  
r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r  b e c o m e  p r e s i d e n t  of 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  w i n t e r  th e  w o r ld  
m o u r n e d  th e  d e a th  o f  A n d r e i  S a k h a r o v ,  S o v ie t  
p h y s i c i s t  a n d  d i s s i d e n t ;  h e  l a t e ly  e m e r g e d  
f r o m  e x i l e  to  s p e n d  th e  tw i l ig h t  o f h is  l if e  
s h a p in g  th e  m o r a l  c o n s e n s u s  th a t  i s  to d a y  
r e m a k in g  th e  U S S R . L a s t  a u tu m n  L e c h  W a le s a ,  
P o l i s h  e l e c t r i c i a n  a n d  l a b o r  l e a d e r  r e c e n t l y  
r e s t o r e d  to  l e g i t i m a c y  in  h i s  h o m e la n d ,  a d d r e s ­
s e d  th e  U . S . C o n g r e s s .

W hat do  t h e s e  m e n  h a v e  in  c o m m o n ?
T h e y  a r e  h e r o e s .  A n d  th r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  

m i l l i o n s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  w h o  h a v e  s h o w n  
s o m e  s h a r e  o f t h i s  h e r o i s m  h a v e  b e e n  m u r d e r e d  
in  d r o v e s  f o r  t h e i r  c o u r a g e ,  f o r  t h e i r  d i f f e r ­
e n c e ,  f o r  t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  b r u t a l  w i l l  of 
t o t a l i t a r i a n  f o r c e s  o f  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t .

S o m e  f e w , l ik e  M o h a n d a s  G a n d h i  a n d  M a r t in  
L u t h e r  K in g , J r . ,  h a v e  l e f t  b l a z in g  t r a c e s  o f 
t h e i r  p a s s a g e .  B u t m o s t  h a v e  b e e n  b lu d g e o n e d  
a n d  b l a s t e d  in to  s i l e n c e  b y  th e  u n i f o r m e d  th u g s  
o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p r iv a t e  t e r r o r ­
i s t  g r o u p s  l ik e  th e  K K K .

S e v e n ty  y e a r s  a g o  in  t h i s  L a n d  o f L i b e r t y ,  
J o e  H i l l  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  K n ig h ts  o f  L a b o r  a n d  
W o b b lie s  a n d  A F L - C I O  u n i o n i s t s  w e r e  m u r d e r e d  
a n d  b e a te n  by  A m e r i c a n  f a s c i s t s .

A ls o  in  th e  1 9 2 0 s  a n d  '3 0 s ,  J o s e f  S t a l i n 's  
s e c r e t  p o l ic e  b r u t a l i z e d  a n d  b u t c h e r e d  p e r h a p s  
t e n  m i l l i o n  S o v ie t  c i t i z e n s  in c lu d in g  1 .5  m i l l i o n  
k u l a k s ,  f a r m e r s  w h o s e  c r i m e  w a s  s im p ly  th a t  
t h e i r  s o u n d  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  f a r m in g  p r a c t i c e s  
u n d e r c u t  S t a l i n 's  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  
In  th e  1 9 3 0 s  a n d  '4 0 s ,  A d o lf  H i t l e r  m a s s a c r e d  
6 .5  m i l l i o n  J e w s  a n d  g y p s ie s  a n d  J e h o v a h 's  
W i tn e s s e s  w h o  f a i l e d  to  f le e  h is  e v i l .

T o d a y ,  in  19 9 0 , a l l  a r o u n d  o u r  p l a n e t  e th n ic  
a n d  r e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s  c o n t in u e  to  b e  j a i l e d  
a n d  t o r t u r e d  b y  a r m e d  m a j o r i t i e s  w h o s e  a u t h o r ­
i ty  c o n s i s t s  s o le y  o f f i r e p o w e r .  D e n g  X ia o  
P e n g  m u r d e r e d  th o u s a n d s  o f C h in e s e  s tu d e n t s  
l a s t  y e a r  s im p ly  f o r  d i s a g r e e i n g  p u b l ic ly .  
G e o r g e  B u s h  s e n t  A m e r i c a n  o f f i c i a l s  to  s h a k e  
h i s  b lo o d y , p a l s i e d  h a n d .

M il l io n s  of th o u g h tf u l ,  s t e r n  a n d  b r a v e  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  th r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  h a v e  c o n f r o n te d  
th e  a r m e d  m ig h t  o f e n f r a n c h i s e d  t e r r o r i s t s ,  th e  
C e a s e s c u s  a n d  S ta l in s  a n d  B o th a s  a n d  N ix o n s  
a n d  D e n g s .  T h e y  h a v e  d ie d .

M a n d e la  a n d  H a v e l  a n d  W a le s a  h a v e  n o t  y e t  
b e e n  m u r d e r e d .  T h a n k s  to  th e  m e d ia  o f  th e  l a t e  
2 0 th  c e n tu r y ,  t h e i r  i d e a s  a n d  t h e i r  e x a m p le s  
a n d  t h e i r  c o u r a g e  a r e  s h o w in g  u s  th e  w a y  to  
a  n e w  e r a .

B u t w e m u s t  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  h e r o  
w h o  s u r v i v e s  to  i n s p i r e  a n d  d e l ig h t  u s ,  m o r e  
th a n  a  m i l l i o n  h e r  o e s  h a v e  q u ie t ly  d ie d  f o r  t h e i r  
b e l i e f s .

T h e y  c o n t in u e  to  s u f f e r  a n d  d ie  to d a y .

R A L P H  M . W IR F S , A S T O R IA

MY CAT
M y c a t ' s  n a m e  w a s  S n o w fla k e  u n t i l  h e  w a s  

s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d .  S n o w fla k e  w a s  th e  m o s t  g e n t l e ,  
m o s t  u n a s s u m in g ,  f r i e n d l i e s t ,  a n d  l e a s t  t r o u b l e - 
s o m e  c a t  in  th e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  he  w a s  s h o t  d e a d .  
He w a s ,  l ik e  W in n i e - t h e - P o o h ,  a  c a t  o f v e r y  
l i t t l e  b r a i n  b u t w ith  h i s  p u r e  w h ite  f u r  a n d  p a le  
b lu e  e y e s  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  p r e t t y  c a t  w ho  k e p t  
h i m s e l f  s c r u p u l o u s l y  c l e a n .  S n o w fla k e  s p e n t  
m o s t  o f h i s  a l m o s t  f iv e  y e a r s  in  f r o n t  o f o u r  
h o u s e  " p a t r o l l i n g "  a n d  g r e e t in g  p a s s e r s b y  a n d  
n e i g h b o r s ,  w h ic h  i s  p r o b a b ly  w h a t g o t h im  
k i l l e d .  H e w a s  to o  v i s i b l e .  S n o w fla k e  h a d  fe w  
" t r i c k s , "  b u t o n e  o f h i s  m o s t  e n g a g in g  w a s  h is  
h a b i t  o f q u ie t ly  w a i t in g  in  o u r  b e d r o o m  u n t i l  I 
g o t  u p  to  go  d o w n s t a i r s  to  m a k e  th e  c o f f e e .  
W h en  I s t a r t e d  f o r  th e  s t a i r s  h e  w o u ld  s t a r t  
d o w n , b u t  w h e n  I to ld  h im  to  w a i t  u n t i l  I g o t m y  
s h o e s  on  h e  w o u ld  d u t i f u l ly  w a i t  h a l f - w a y  d ow n  
th e  s t a i r  u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  d o w n . H e w o u ld  p r a n c e  
in  f r o n t  o f m e  to  th e  k i tc h e n  to  g a z e  in to  m y  
f a c e  w ith  h i s  b lu e  e y e s  s a y in g ,  " S e e , th e  d i s h  
i s  e m p t y . "  W hen  h e  g o t h i s  s c o o p  o f d r y  c a t  
fo o d  (n o n e  o f o u r  c a t s  w i l l  to u c h  c a n n e d  fo o d )  
h e  w o u ld  e a t  a  fe w  b i t e s  a n d  th e n  go  to  th e  
f r o n t  d o o r  to  s t r e t c h  h i m s e l f  up  th e  d o o r  ja m b  
(w h ic h  w a s  h i s  o t h e r  t r i c k )  to  a n n o u n c e  h e  w a s  
r e a d y  to  g o  o u t w h e r e  h e  w o u ld  s p e n d  m o s t  of 
th e  d a y .  S n o w fla k e  n e v e r  m e o w e d  l ik e  o th e r  
c a t s .  He w o u ld  v e r y ,  v e r y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e m i t  a  
s o r t  o f  s q u e a k ,  b u t t h a t  w a s  i t .  He w o u ld  p u r r  
e a s i l y  b u t y o u  c o u ld  n o t  h e a r  i t  u n l e s s  y o u  p u t 
y o u r  e a r  on  h i s  n e c k  o r  f i n g e r s  u n d e r  h is  
t h r o a t .  S n o w fla k e  n e v e r  w e n t in to  o th e r  p e o p le 's  
h o u s e s  o r  b o t h e r e d  o t h e r  p e o p le 's  a n i m a l s ,  s o  
t h e r e  w a s  s im p l y  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  a n y o n e  to  h a v e  
a n y  a n im o s i t y  t o w a r d  h i m .  P r e s u m a b l y  s o m e ­
o n e  r id in g  a r o u n d  in  a  p ic k u p  w ith  h is  r i f l e  h a d  
to  s h o o t  s o m e th in g  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  w h i te  S n o w ­
f la k e  s i t t i n g  on  th e  s id e w a lk .  M y c a t  i s  s o r e l y  
m i s s e d  in  m y  h o u s e h o ld .  We r a i s e d  h im  f r o m  
a  t in y  b a l l  o f  f lu f f  a n d  n u r s e d  h im  th r o u g h  h i s  
m i n o r  s i c k n e s s e s  a n d  lo v e d  h im  i n o r d i n a t e l y .
I s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  th a t  w h o e v e r  s h o t  S n o w fla k e  
w i l l  b u r n  in  h e l l .  . . . a n d  s o o n .

— D A V ID  B E N N E T T

D a v id  B e n n e t t  l iv e s  in  A s t o r i a .

Z? Catch Tlie Vision
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E lect Doug Sweet 
Mayor of Astoria

— Manageable Growth
— A Change in Attitude
— Concern for the Environment
— Integrated Planning for the City’s Future

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Doug Sweet

VOTE
on May 15th!

REV. ANN ROBBEN
SPIRITUAL COUNSELING
(503) 458-5322

HEALINGS • CLAIRVOYANT READING • WEDDINGS 
P O BOX 945 ASTORIA. OR 97103

G A L L E R Y
-10 8 T E N T H S T R E E T

o ften times an object 
of art can take on 
different meanings 

to different people.

Apr. 7 - May 4

KEN COLORADO

Offering a complete line of 
affordable quality gift baskets.

325-1039


