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P H IL IP  GUSTON, "U N T IT L E D " (1968)

W ell, I d id  it a g a in , b r in g in g  in  
th a t in fan t P u r i ty  a c r o s s  the land  
w elco m in g  Innocence  w ith  gin 
in  New Y ork , w aiting  up 
to h e lp  C h icago ,
D en v er, L. A ., F a irb a n k s ,  H on­
o lu lu  — and  now
the h igh  sch o o l bands a re  a lie n a tin g  D a lla s ,
and  g i r l s  in  gold  and ta n g e r in e
have lo s t  a l l  to u ch  w ith P a s a d e n a ,
and young m en  w ith  m u s c le s  and  m is s in g  te e th
a re  d re a m in g  of p e rs o n a l  fo u ls ,
and i t 's  a l l  beg inn ing  ag a in , ju s t  lik e
th o se  o th e r  J a n u a r ie s  in
in s ta n t r e p la y .

But I 'v e  had  enough
of tu rn in g  to  look  b ack , the old
p o s t-m o r te m in g  of d e fea t:
people  I loved  but d id n 't  touch ,
f r ie n d s  I h a v e n 't  s e e n  fo r y e a r s ,
s t r a n g e r s  who s m ile d  but d id n 't  sp e a k  —f a i lu r e s ,
f a i lu r e s .  No,
I re fu se  to le av e  it a t th a t, b e c a u se  
s o m e w h e re , off c a m e ra ,
J a n u a ry  is com in g  lik e  V enus 
up fro m  the m u rk  of D e c e m b e r, r e -  
v irg in iz e d , a s  in n o cen t
of lo s s  as  any daw n. R eso lv ed : th is  y e a r  
I 'm  going to  b re a k  m y lo s in g  s t r e a k ,
I 'm  going to  s ta y  a l e r t ,  re a c h  out, 
sp ea k  w hen no t sp o k en  to ,
re a d  the m in d s of peop le  in  the s t r e e t s .
I 'm  going to  p ra c t ic e  e v e ry  day, 
s ta y  in  tra in in g , and  be m o d e ra te  
in  a ll  th in g s .
A ll th in g s  but lo v e .

P H I L I P  A P P L E M A N

SIGHS AND INHIBITIONS
BROTHER GOAT’S DEMISE

S ta r t in g  w e ll a f te r  the  b eg inn ing , one in v e s ts  
The c o m p ro m is e  qu ite  e a r ly  w ith nu llify in g  
C o d ic ils  and  p o s ts c r ip ts  th a t take the fo rm  
Of r id ic u lo u s  c o m p la in ts  about h a ts  and  g rav y  
And the  way t r e e s  a r e  o rg a n iz e d
In the  s t r e e t s , c o m p la in ts  about the tr a f f ic ,
To m o re  g e n e r a l  re f le c t io n s :

On the  way life  m a n ag e s  its e lf :  though i ts  b eg inn ing  
A nd end s e e m  c le a r  enough as  g iv e n s , as does 
T he q u a s i- p e r m a n e n t  s ie s ta  of noon th a t ou r long day 
Is f a b r ic a te d  of, w hich  s t r e tc h e s
In a l l  d ir e c t io n s  to  the  s im p lify in g  h o r iz o n . S till,
You a rg u e , th e re  has to  be so m eth in g  m o re  so lid  
T han a l l  th is :

Som e an g le  o r  h inge
B u lk ie r  th an  s to n e  and  m o re  r e s i l i e n t  than  the id e a s  
T h a t have  h e lp ed  to put i t  a c r o s s ,  p a lm ed  it off 
On u s ,  a s  i t  w e re , so  i t  is  it , not we,
T h a t is  ou r l iv e s ,  the  s u r fa c e  o v e r w hich we m ove 
C o m fo rtab ly  a s  a c r o s s  a  g lobe th a t g iv es  back  
O ur in tu itin g  of i t  a s  we d e s i r e d  it:
L o s t, out in  th e  co ld ,
B ut su m m o n a b le , s o m e tim e s , w hen you w ant it .
It s t i l l  know s o n e 's  n am e , keep s  t r a c k  of b ir th d a y s ,
Y et is  so m eh o w  fo re ig n , the  way o n e 's  f i r s t  language  
W ould be if  one had g row n up b ilin g u a l, and i t  is  th is  o th e r 
B lo c k - le t te r  lan g u ag e  we m u s t c a r r y  (and it  
G row s h e a v ie r ) ,  and  p lace  a ro u n d  to fo rm  the  w ords 
No one is  going  to  u n d e rs ta n d , le t  a lo n e  b e lie v e ,
And th e se  a cc o u n t fo r  o u r day, to d ay .

I r e m e m b e r  in  the  s c h o o ly a rd  th ro w in g  a  s m a l l  ro c k  
At so m e  k id  I h a ted , and th en , w hen the b lood  began  
To ooze d e fin itiv e ly , try in g  to  hug the  te a c h e r ,
The boy, th e  w o rld  in to  ig n o rin g  w hat I 'd  done,
To lie  and  th u s  e sc a p e  th ro u g h  a s im p le
C an c e llin g , no t a  c o n fe ss io n , to  w ipe the s la te  c lea n  
So a s  to  in h ab it a n o th e r  w o rld  in w hich 
I b o re  no re s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  m y a c ts :  life  
As a c le a r ,  liv in g  d re a m .

And I have no t b een  s p a re d  th is
D re ad fu l s ta te  of a f f a i r s ,  no one h a s , so  th a t
W hen we th ink  we th in k , o r  tu rn  o v e r in ou r s le e p ,
Som eone e l s e 's  b u s in e s s  is  boldly  a tta c h e d  to  th is ,
And th e re  is  no tim e  fo r  a re c k o n in g .
T he c a r p e t  n e v e r  s t r e tc h e s  qu ite  f a r  enough,
T h e re  is  a lw ay s  a fo o tfa ll on the s t a i r .

J O H N  A S H B E R Y

NEW YEAR’S FUN
New Y e a r 's  is a tim e  to m ake re s o lu tio n

To do so m eth in g  b e tte r  th an  you did la s t  y e a r
And to have fun a t New Y e a r 's  p a r t ie s ,
To s ta y  a t o th e r  p e o p le 's  h o u ses  and w atch m ov ies 

— But I hope you d o n 't  ge t in a c a r  w reck .

J A I M E  L I N T O N  (8 YEARS OLD)

COCAINE
NARCOTIC CHILD 
ST ILL B O R N  
E N T R O P IC  EM BRY O  
H U STLE FO R  L IF E  
SHAKE O F F  D EA TH  
W RESTLE IN LIGHT 
FIG H T  THE NIGHT 
awake
already  TW ISTED 
C H IL L E D
UNW ILLING TO SEE 
AT LEA ST THE BUM 
DIES WITH HIS B O T T L E  
N A RCO TIC CHILD 
ST IL L B O R N  
E N T R O P IC  EM BRY O  
CAUGHT IN THE SHADOW 
O F A HIGH
DIED THE 
NARCOTIC L IE ____

A L P O

The goa t b ro th e r  d ied  
and  in  h is  l a s t  m o m en ts  
he y ie ld e d  a  sa d  song .

W arm th  th a t w as h is  l ife , 
fad ed  b e fo re  m e and 
d is a p p e a re d  in to  tifn e .

The fa u lt le s s  snow  lay  th ick  
and  s lo w ed  h is  b u r ia l ,  
so  he la y  f ro z e n .
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He s ta r e d  w ith  ey es  th a t
se e  no th ing ,
and  he hau n ted  m e .

A w eek p a s s e s  and  s t i l l
the  f ro z e n  e a r th  re fu s e s  m y s p a d e .
B ro th e r  goat now feed s
B ro th e r  co y o te .

R A C H E L  W Y N N E

A DREAM DEFERRED
D r. M a rtin  L u th e r King had  a d re a m
of a n a tio n  in h ab ited  by d e sc e n d a n ts
of a ll  the w o r ld 's  p eo p le s ,
w h e re  b la ck  and w hite would c o lla b o ra te
to  p ro d u ce  a so c ie ty  of ju s t ic e  and p eace ,
love and t ru e  b ro th e rh o o d .

T oday, on the 60th a n n iv e r s a ry  
of D r. K in g 's  b ir th , h is  d re a m  
h as  been  in d e fin ite ly  d e fe r r e d  
by the p re s s in g  p r io r i t ie s  
of build ing  "d e fe n s iv e "  w eapons 
fo r  m a s s iv e  d e s tru c tio n  and  death  
a t the ex p en se  of e v e ry  p ro g ra m  
to  p ro te c t  the q u a lity  of life .

D r. K ing 's  d re a m  is  d e fe r r e d
fo r  m illio n s  of im p o v e r ish e d  B lack  A m e ric a n s
who have won the le g a l r ig h t to  e a t
in the r e s ta u r a n t  of th e ir  c h o ice ,
and  to sen d  th e i r  c h ild re n
to  any sch o o l o ffe rin g  a  p ro g ra m
fo r  w hich th ey  q u a lify ,
but c a n 't  e x e r c is e  th e se  r ig h ts
b e ca u se  th ey  d o n 't have the  p r ic e  of a m e a l,
m uch  le s s  the am o u n t r e q u ire d
fo r tu itio n  fe e s  and books.

D r. K in g 's  d re a m  is  d e fe r r e d
fo r  the  g row ing  u n d e rc la s s  of m illio n s
of lo n g -tim e  u n em ployed  and h o m e le s s  A m e ric a n s
who n ig h tly  se e k  s h e l te r
on the f r ig id  c ity  s t r e e t s ;
it is a d re a m  d e fe r r e d  and d e n ied
to  m illio n s  of A m e ric a n  youth
who a re  liv ing  out th e i r  f a s t  paced  liv es
on a su ic id e  c o u rs e ,
i r r e v o c a b ly  co n v in ced  th a t th e i r  w o rld  
fa c e s  e a r ly ,  in e v ita b le  d e s tru c tio n  
by n u c le a r  a r m s .

When w ill we, b lack  and w hite to g e th e r , 
beg in  to take  ou r f i r s t ,  te n ta tiv e  s te p s  
to  in s u re  th a t D r. K in g 's  d re a m  
w ill com e tru e  one day?

M A R Y J A N E  B R E W S T E R


