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“ I KNEW THERE’D BE A CATCH IN IT WHEN THEY SAID THE MEEK 
WOULD INHERIT THE EARTH”

M AG N ITU D ES
E a r t h 's  w ra th  a t  o u r  a s s a u l t s  is  s lo w  to  co m e 
B u t r e l e n t l e s s  w hen  i t  d o e s .  It h a s  to  do 
W ith c a ta s t r o p h ic  c h a n g e , an d  w ith  the  l im i t  
A t w h ich  one o r d e r  m o re  of m a g n itu d e  
W ill b r in g  us to  a  q u a l i ta t iv e  ch an g e  
A nd d i s a s t e r s  d r a s t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
F r o m  th o s e  we d a ily  h av e  to  know  a b o u t.

As w ith  th e  s p e e d  o f l ig h t, w h e re  s p e e d  i t s e l f  
B e c o m e s  a  l im i t  an d  an  a b s o lu te ;
As w ith  th e  s p l i t t in g  of th e  a to m  
A nd a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  of th e  n u c le u s ;
As w ith  th e  m i l l io n s  r i s in g  in to  b il l io n s  —
T he p i k e r 's  k in d  in  t e r m s  of m o n e y , y e s ,
B u t a  m il l io n ^  in  t e r m s  of t im e  an d  s p a c e  
As th e  u n iv e r s e  g re w  v a s t  w h ile  the  e a r th  
O u r h a b i ta t  d im in is h e d  to  th e  s iz e  
Of a b i l l i a r d  b a l l ,  bo th  r e la t iv e
To th e  c o s m o s  an d  to  th e  n u m b e rs  of o u r s e lv e s ,  
T he d o u b lin g  n u m b e r s ,  th e  e a r th  co u ld  a c c o m o d a te .

We s ta n d  now  in  th e  p la c e  an d  l im i t  of t im e  
W h ere  h a r d e s t  k n o w led g e  is  tu rn in g  in to  d r e a m , 
A nd n ig h tm a r e s  s t i l l  c o n fin e d  in  s le e p in g  d a rk  
S e e m  on th e  p o in t of b r in g in g  in to  day
T he s w e a tin g  p an ic  th a t  s t a r t s  th e  s l e e p e r  up . 
One o r  a n o th e r  n ig h tm a re  m a y  co m e  t r u e ,
A nd w h a t to  do th en ?  W hat in  th e  w o rld  to do?

— HOW ARD N E M E R O V

H o w ard  N e m e ro v  is  the  P o e t  L a u r e a te  o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s


