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T he A la sk a n  h i l ls  s e e m e d  re m o te  and  v is io n a ry  a s  the  f e r r y  ru m b le d  
n o r th  in  Ju ly , 1974. A v e rd a n t f o r e s t  ro l le d  b ack  in to  f jo rd s  and  v a lle y s  
to w a rd  u n g u e ssa b le  w ild n e s s . My s i s t e r  and  I w e re  on the l a s t  le g  of a 
tw o -m o n th  b ic y c le  t r i p  th a t  had  tak en  us up the  backbone  of the  R ocky 
M o u n ta in s . F r o m  U tah to P r in c e  R u p e r t, B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia , and  th en ce  
upon the  s e a  to  the  lo w er tip  of the so u th e a s t  A la sk a n  p a n h an d le . A 
q u e s t  in to  a fa b le d  lan d  s e a rc h in g  fo r  b e a s ts  and  the  w ilds th ey  th r iv e  
in . The m ood am o n g s t fe llo w  t r a v e l e r s  w as ju b ila n t, e v e ry o n e  a n t i c i ­
p a tin g  an  i r r e v e r s ib l e  ju m p  in to  new  a d v e n tu re s . The c a p ta in  an n o u n ced  
o u r a r r i v a l  a t K e tch ican , f i r s t  s to p  in A la sk a .

The e x c ite d  hum  of ta lk  f a l te r e d  and d ied  as  we ro u n d ed  a  p e n in su la  
and  got o u r f i r s t  look  a t  the c ity . K e tch ican  is  b u ilt on a h i l l  v e ry  
s im i la r  to A s to r ia .  But the h il ls id e  above and  beh in d  the  tow n w as 
v e ry  d if fe re n t  f ro m  A s to r ia 's  fo r e s te d  h e ig h ts . E v e ry o n e  s to o d  in 
sh o ck  look ing  a t the m o o n scap e  c le a rc u t  th a t c am e  r ig h t  dow n the  h il l  
to  the edge of the c ity . A long m o m en t of doub t p a s s e d  th ro u g h  m e a s  
I c o n s id e re d  hav ing  to  sp en d  tim e  in  a  c ity  of peop le  who had  done 
th a t to  th e i r  h o m e. My s i s t e r  and  I had  se e n  m an y  a  c le a r c u t  on the 
jo u rn e y  n o rth , but n e v e r  one so  in d e ce n tly  c lo se  to  d a ily  h u m an  c o n ­
ta c t .  We d id n 't  s ta y  long in  th a t town, fo r  in d eed  the  f r o n t ie r  m e n ta l i ty  
w as g r e a s e d  and honed w ith  public  ap ath y  and  a lc o h o l.
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R e c e n tly  A s to r ia  cam e u n c o m fo rta b ly  c lo se  to  jo in in g  K e tc h ic a n  a s  a 

tow n w ith  no a e s th e tic  o r b io lo g ic  s e n s ib i l i t i e s .  The u rb a n  f o r e s t  w hich  
cap s  o u r h il ls  w ith  an  e m e r a ld  c row n  w as th re a te n e d  by a  s iz a b le  c l e a r -  
c u t. A big in fu s io n  of o n e - tim e  c a sh  had  the c ity  g o v e rn m e n t a c tu a lly  
lay in g  p lan s  to  v io la te  the in te g r i ty  of o u r unique sk y lin e . In the f lu r r y  
of e f fo r t  to  ed u ca te  the public  a s  to  the  u lt im a te  r e s u l t  of log g in g  an 
ack n o w led g ed  s lid e  a r e a  it c am e  to  lig h t th a t th e se  g ro v e s  in c lu d e d  an 
o ld  g ro w th  S itka  S p ru c e /  W e s te rn  H em lo ck  re m n a n t, a now  r a r e  ex am p le  
of the m a jo r  p lan t co m m u n ity  o r ig in a lly  c o v e r in g  th e se  c o a s ta l  m o u n t­
a in s .  Som ehow , c lo se  to m ira c u lo u s ly , th is  sw ale  of a n c ie n tn e s s  s u rv iv e d  
a t  le a s t  two th o ro u g h  cu ttin g s  of the  h i l l s id e s ,  b ack  w hen A s to r ia  v ied  
w ith  K e tch ican  fo r  t i t le  of "C ity  W here M oney is  B o s s ."

T h is a s to u n d in g  d is c o v e ry  w as m e t w ith  d e n ia l and  ap a th y  by m e m b e r  s 
of the lo c a l  t im b e r  in d u s try . The c i ty 's  f o r e s t  c o n su lta n t, who I a s s u m e  
cam e  up  w ith  the o r ig in a l  i l l - c o n c e iv e d  p ro p o s a l to  log , h ad  a c tu a lly  
c r u is e d  the  t r a c t  and p ro fe s s e d  ig n o ra n c e  of the  e x is te n c e  of any  o ld  
g ro w th . To top  i t  off one gypo got up in  the pub lic  m e e tin g  c a lle d  to  
a s s e s s  p ub lic  s e n tim e n t and  c la im e d  th a t a l l  c le a r c u ts  w e re  b e a u tifu l.

D ism ay  g re w  to w a rd s  a n g e r  as it  b e ca m e  c le a r  th a t  th is  is  one 
in d u s try  in  n eed  of so m e  v ig o ro u s  s la p s  of r e a l i ty .  One s la p  to  aw ak en  
th e s e  in d iv id u a ls  and  a g e n c ie s  to  the  m a n d a te  of M u ltip le  U se . A n o th e r 
to  m ake  s a id  e n t i t ie s  co g n iza n t of h a r v e s t  a l t e r n a t iv e s , l e s s r e l ia n c e  on 
d e v a s ta tin g  c ie a rc u t t in g  w hich  w ould r e s u l t  in  le s s  h a b ita t  d e s tr u c t io n  
an d  le s s  im p a c t on c r i t i c a l  a d a ja c e n t  r e s o u r c e s  lik e  w a te r  and  s lo p e s .  
The r e s u l t  w ould o p t im is t ic a l ly  su p p lan t the t im b e r  in d u s try  a s  the 
gu id ing  v o ice  in  o u r p ub lic  a g e n c ie s  ( s ta te ,  f e d e ra l )  th a t  a d m in is te r  
th e  p u b lic  lan d s  — su p p la n t the  v o ice  of an  in d u s try  th a t  is  lik e  a  fa t 
s p o ile d  ch ild , as  e v id e n c e d  by th e  a r ro g a n c e  an d  ig n o ra n c e  of th o se  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  lo g g e rs  a t the p u b lic  m e e t in g . T h ese  s la p s  m ig h t h e lp  
put the  in d u s try  b ack  in  i ts  p ro p e r  ro le  a s  a  few  p r o f i te e r s  c a p ita l iz in g  
on a  pub lic  r e s o u r c e  an d  m ig h t h e lp  to  r e l e a s e  the d e a th  g r ip  th a t  th e se  
in d iv id u a ls  and  c o rp o ra t io n s  h ave  on ou r n a tu ra l  h e r i ta g e .  As h u m an  
m e m b e r s  of the  life  zone of e a r th  we a r e  a l l  s te w a rd s  of the  la n d , p la n ts , 
a n im a ls ,  a i r  and  w a te r .  To h av e  so  few  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  im p a c t the h e a lth  
of one of the  m o s t  e x te n s iv e  and  p ro d u c tiv e  f o r e s t s  on e a r th  (n o r th w e s t 
c o n ife ro u s  ) h a s  got to c h an g e . If we a s  the p u b lic , the  u l t im a te  c o n s u m e rs  
of the w ood p ro d u c ts  th e se  f o r e s t s  su p p ly , d em an d  a  new  s e t  of m a n a g e ­
m e n t p r io r i t i e s  — th e s e  lo g g e rs  had  b e t te r  h eed  th e  c a l l .

As o u r know ledge of the  n a tu r a l  s y s te m s  th a t fu e l the  b io d iv e r s i ty  of 
th is  p la n e t g ro w s  an d  d e e p e n s , o u r s ig h t b eg in s  to  c le a r  and  we can  ju s t  
m ak e  out the  p r e c a r io u s  p o s it io n  th a t  we as  r e a p e r s  an d  d i s r u p te r s  find  
o u r s e lv e s  in . A p o s itio n  th a t show s it  is  t im e  to  r e e v a lu a te  o u r r e l a t io n ­
sh ip  w ith  th e  e a r th  and  a l l  o th e r  fo rm s  of life  s h a r in g  i t  w ith  u s .  The 
A s to r ia  s i tu a t io n  is in d ic a tiv e  of the  p ro b le m  e v e ry w h e re  e ls e  in  the  
N o rth w e s t . How w ill we re s o lv e  the s e e m in g ly  co n flic tin g  n e ed s  of an 
in ta c t  v ia b le  e c o s y s te m  an d  the  ra v a g e d  d e b a u c h e ry  th a t is  le f t  w hen we 
h a r v e s t  wood?

In the  p a s t  few  y e a r s  a  co n v ic tio n  h a s  s p ro u te d , g ro w n  and  f lo w e re d  in 
m e . A know ledge th a t  one of the  m a jo r  c r i t e r i a  fo r  o u r s u c c e s s  a s  the 
p in n a c le  s p e c ie s  on th is  e a r th  is  a c c e p ta n c e  of o u r ro le  as  the  u l t im a te  
s te w a rd s  of th e  u n iv e r s e .  As we d e g ra d e  o r en h an ce  o th e r  life  f o r m s ' 
e x is te n c e  so  g oes o u r own. A llow ing the n o n m a n ip u la te d  e v o lu tio n  of 
c o m m u n itie s  lik e  o u r o ld  g ro w th  c o n ife ro u s  w oods is  m o re  th an  i n s u r ­
ing  b io d iv e r s i ty  and  r e s i l i e n c e ,  i t  is  the  sy m b io tic  g ro w th  of h u m an  and 
non to w a rd s  a c c e p ta n c e . A c ce p ta n ce  of the  u n iv e r s a l  s c h e m e  of th in g s  
an d  ou r p la ce  in it , a  r e a l iz a t io n  th a t w ill le a d  to  e n lig h te n m e n t.

H ow ard  B ru n e r  l iv e s  in  A s to r ia .
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