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GRASS ROOTS

TO THE EDITOR:

Contrary to the wishes of the powers that
be, the marijuana issue has not gone away.
Although Ballot Measure 5, which would have
partially legalized marijuana use and cultiva-
tion in the state of Oregon, was defeated last
November, people are still indulging at the
same or an increased rate, Illicit dealers
are still making outrageous profits selling to
adults and children alike with virutal immunity.

Al Capone was the first to discover that if

you have sold enough to cover the fine then you
are back on the streets in business again. But,
caught in the crunch between the dealers and
cops (a game) is the user, the person who for
whatever benefit s/he perceives, chooses to
use this euphoric substance over some other.
The benefit must be there: s/he's paying up-
wards of three hundred dollars per ounce for
the stuff consistently. S/he's not addicted;
s /he simply likes it and has discovered that
it is healthier and feels better than the legal
euphorics like alcohol, So s/he pays and so
does society,

Somehow, since
the victim of industrial/political sabotage,
this prohibition has got way out of hand. Can-
nabis was this country's most used agricul-
tural product for its fiber, paper, oil, textile
and medicine propensities. It is a truly
amazing substance, A concerted effort by the
DuPonts, Hearsts, Rockefellers and unemploy~-
ed alcohol prohibition bureaucrats who lost
their jobs when repeal reopened saloons and
distilleries in 1933, all of whom had financial
reasons for eliminating this industry, created
n"Reefer Madness.' Where the truth could not
be twisted to support prohibition they simply
invented lies. These lies are still circulating
today, and with enhanced technology some new
ones have been created.

Today the Oregon Marijuana Initiative is
asking for a retrial, We should look at the
marijuana question again with the same fair-
ness exhibited in Alaska twelve years ago.
The facts should be put on the table. In the
Alaska Supreme Court it was no contest.
Prohibition lost by a five to zero vote,

In this country we are presumed innocent
until proven guilty of a crime, Likewise, S0
should our lifestyles be innocent until proven
guilty of criminal nature, We have established
the precedents in this nation that substances
that are as dangerous as alcohol, tobacco and
caffeine are acceptable, Fairness dictates we
abide by these guidelines, Show us, then, beyond
doubt that cannabis is more dangerous than
alcohol or drop the persecution,
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Too often cannabis users approach this
1issue having to defend themselves for what
they do. It is time for the law, the infringe

ment on
should be a rnore solid defense

type logic (example: asphyxiate a

itself. It

Nahasian

our freedom to defend
than

Rhesus

monkey with cannabis smoke and then see if
it has lost any brain cells!). Wild, poorly sub
stantiated claims will not do. Every major
government study done with openminded sci
entific procedure has found ..::;:..||;:= to be
relatively innocuous (LaGuardia Study, 1944
Shafer Commission, 1972; UCLA Study, 197
Jamaican/Costa Rican Study, 1968, 1974 and

1982; American Academy of Sciences,

1984;

Crancer Study, 1969; etc.) but still a political
hot potato, We also have more than thirty

million

from whom we can draw

lions of

drugs can tell you cannabis is not a

case studies walking around the U, S,
information. The mil-
cannabis users who donot go ontohard

gateway

drug. The healthy children of cannabis users

can tell

you cannabis is not mutagenic, How

does cannabis affect these people? '"Very well

thank you — But would vou please oget this
policeman off my back!'

The worst danger to the innabis user
the law. An opportunity to change this exists

again with a renewed, rewritten Oregon Mari-
juana Initiative, OMI has faced some political
realities and will present a ballot measure

with changes that should draw a

majority vote

in 1988,
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Point Adams Packing Compa be advised
that they will pay only $4.05 per hour 1 thevy
can get away with it, even if you are an exper-

ienced cannery worker. With three years of

cannery experience, the paid me their inex-
;3!';-'1.-“- ed starting wage of $4.05 and although
| worked (slimeing black cod) almost six
hours, they paid me for only five. After
deducting money for my apron, hairnet and
gloves, my net pa 1 $14.26. So if you are
eekil employment at Point Adams, vou may
want to reconsider
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FLAGWAVERS

'O THE EDITOR:
Re: flagpwavers (Times Faple, July 1987).
Amen, Mr. McCusker' Exactly what I have

- s ] " { - .o ]
tried to say for vears, |l commend you and ]'.U}Jl'

ou realize the anger and resentment that came

from this i1ssue proves your point, It was lllilg_{-

either pompous
enough to break the law or incompetent enough

wavers who elected a man

not to stop his righthand men from breaking it,
It was flagwavers who supported Castro in '58
and Contras in '87.

I was angered by your article, Angered that
! And angered that

truth — that

it wasn't published sooner
blind
just that, blind.

still people cannot see the

faith in a flag or an ideal is
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